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Led By The Spirit

We have been taught for many years
inthisMove of the Spirit that to become
sonsof God wemust beled by the Spirit.
Therefore,itisimportant for ustolearnin
apractica way, howtofollowtheSpirit's
leading. Galatians5:16-18,25: “Sol say,
liveby the Spirit, and youwill not gratify
the desires of the sinful nature. For the
sinful nature desires what is contrary to
the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary
to the sinful nature. They are in conflict
with each other, so that you do not do
what youwant. Butif you areled by the
Spirit, you arenot under law.” Andthen
inverse 25, “ Since welive by the Spirit,
let us keep in step with the Spirit.” We
notice the order of things. First, walk in
the Spirit and by walkinginthe Spiritwe
will not carry out the desires of theflesh.
Sometimes it's easy for us to read
scripturesthat aresofamiliar tousthat we
misssomevery important points. Human
nature leads us to take the opposite
approach, tosay, “If wecanjust fight the
desires of theflesh, thenwe canwalk in
the Spirit.” Butthat’ snot theorder thatis
given to us in the Scripture. It says,
“Walk by the Spirit and then we will not
fulfill thedesiresof theflesh.” | remember
atthelast ScriptureStudies, Bro. Hinchliff
saidtheonly criterionlistedintheScripture
for being a son of God, a mature son of
God, istobeled by the Spirit. If thatisthe
criterion, andwespesk al ot about Sonship
and going on into Sonship, then it seems
criticaly important that we learn how to
beled by the Spirit. | confessto you that
I’ve had to do alot of searching on this
subject. Wehear itsomuchanditrollsoff
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of our tonguesvery easily, but | wonder if
weredly understand how to truly beled
by theHoly Spirit. | mustadmitthat that’s
not something that just comesred easily
for me.

| Thessalonians5:23 says, “May God
himsdlf, the God of peace, sanctify you
through and through. May your whole
spirit, soul and body be kept blamelessat
thecomingof our Lord JesusChrigt.” It's
aninterestingthingtoredizethat God has
made us atriune being. We have three
digtinct partsandthosepartsall havevery
digtinctivefunctions. Itisimportant that
we understand what these functions are.
Genesis 1:27 says, “ So God crested man
inhisownimage, intheimage of God he
created him; mae and female he created
them.” Now someof thenotesin someof
the later trandations say thefirst chapter
iskind of an overview chapter, andit just
speaks of everything God created; man
andsoon. Theninthesecond chapter, He
gets very specific about how He created
man. | read something theother day, and
I’m not aHebrew scholar, but it spoketo
methat inthisparticularverse, theHebrew
word for created is“bara” and it means
“creating something out of nothing.”
Hebrews 11:3 says, “By faith we
understand that the worlds were framed
by the word of God, so that the things
which are seen were not made of things
which [do appear].” Soit said that God
made al of this out of nothing. Then
Genesis 2.7 says, “...And the Lord God
formed man of thedust of theground, and
breathedintohisnostrilsthebreathof life;
and man becamealiving [soul].” Inthis

case the word for formed is different
from the word that was used in the first
chapter andit meansto creste something
out of something that's already been
created, and that's what God did. He
created man’ sbody out of thedust of the
earth. Thenitsays, He" breathedintohis
nogtrilsthebresthof life; andmanbecame
aliving [soul].” It seemsto methat the
creation of man that is mentioned in the
first chapter isthecreationof man’ spirit
and it is man's spirit that God breathed
intothat body that Hehad created. When
the spirit of man was united with the
physical body of man, the human soul
wasformed. The soul-life of man came
into existenceand hethenwasthat triune
being: spirit, soul, and body. Now let's
think aboutwhat therol esof thesevarious
partsof manare. First let usconsider the
spirit of man. John 4:24 says, “God isa
Spirit: and they that worship him must
worship himin spiritand intruth.” God
issayingtousthat HeisaSpiritandif we
aregoingtorelateto God, we regoingto
haveto relate to Him through our spirit.
God has given us a spirit so we might
commune with Him who is Spirit, the
Holy Spirit. Theway weknow Godishy
the Spirit. | Corinthians2:9-11 saysthis,
“But as it iswritten, Eye hath not seen,
nor ear heard, neither have entered into
the heart of man, the things which God
hath prepared for themthat |lovehim. But
God hath revealed them unto us by his
Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth dl things,
yea, the deep things of God. For what
man knoweth the things of aman, save
thespiritof manwhichisinhim?Evenso
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thethingsof Godknowethnoman, butthe
Spirit of God.” I've read that scripture
many timesandtheimpressionthat | have
alwaysgottenisthat thethingsof God are
so magnificent and so wonderful and so
far away and someday we' |l seeall these
things, but that Scripture says so much
moretous. Itsays,“ButGodhathreveded
them unto us by his Spirit:” | think what
He' ssaying to usisthat the revelation of
Goddoesnot comeviaour physical senses
suchasour eyesand earsor eventhrough
our intellect. He's saying they are
perceived and known by the Spirit of
God. Itisby God' s Spirit speskingto our
spirit that He reveal sto usHis natureand
thethingsthat He wantsto communicate
tous. It wasfrom God's Spirit to man's
spirit that man wasto receivelifeand the
wisdom of God. Now when we speak of
life - I'm sure that everybody aready
knowsthis, but we'll just say it anyway -
lifeand deeth with God doesn’t meanthe
state of existence or the ceasing to exist.
Life speaks of the state of awareness of
God or the quickening of our spirits, and
when He spesks of being dead it doesn't
mean that we're physically dead,
obvioudy, but it means our spirits are
dead asfar as our awareness of God. We
areunableto communewith God. When
wearediveit meansour spiritsaredive
and we can commune with God. People
canwalk around, they canlaugh, they can
cry, they can eat, deep, fight, hate, love,
al of these different things and till be
spiritualy dead. Soitisessential for usto
graspthat manwashever intendedtohave
within himsdlf, independent from God,
the wisdom to lead a successful life. He
was to have access through his spirit to
God' swisdom. Becauseof man’ saccess
to divine wisdom through his spirit, his
spirit, not his soul, wasto have rulership
over hislife. Weknow thatwhenthespirit
isjoined with thebody, thehuman soul is
formed. Manisuniqueinthisway. There
areheavenly beings, angels,and heavenly
spirits, whichdwell intheheavenly realm
only. Thereareanimdls, al theordersof
the anima kingdom that dwell in the
realmof thenatural. But manisuniquein
that hehasaspirit, soul, and body and can
dwell in the heavenly relm aswell asin
thenatural realm at the sametime. When
God gave man dominion over thethings
that He had created, He crested himto be
able to do that. God intended to
communicate Himsdlf, His love-nature,
by HisSpirittoman’ sspirit. Then, man’s
spirit, flowingout throughhissoul-nature,
through his mind, his emotions, and his

will, and through the actions of hisbody
would let the nature of God' s love flow
into the creation. That was the purpose
that God had when he created mankind.
Now there's a problem because man’s
spirit got subverted and thishappened, of
course, in the Garden of Eden. | might
just paraphrase afew things with regard
to that. God made this beautiful garden
andfilleditwithal of thesedifferent trees
that were beautiful to look at and were
goodforfood. Inthemiddleof thegarden
there were two trees. the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil and thetree
of life. Whenwethink about this, alot of
the time the focus is on the tree of the
knowledgeof goodandevil becausethat’ s
thetreethat got usinto trouble. God had
said to eat fredly of dl the trees of the
gardenexcept one, andthat wasthetreeof
the knowledge of good and evil. What
was and il is the tree of life? Jesud!
Jesuswasthetree of lifeinthe Garden of
Eden. Cananyonedeny that God hadfull
intentionsof Adam and Eve partaking of
that fruit? It wassitting right therein the
middle of the Garden. It wasn't hidden
away. God appears to have stacked the
cardsagaingt Him. God haslaid Hisplan
outvery clearly. He sgot nothinghidden.
He said, “If you eat of the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil, in the day
that you et thereof, you shall surely die”
(Genesis2:17) Now, Satan on the other
hand, is not bound by those kinds of
operating parameters. He will use
deceptiveness, coercion, pressure,
whatever he can to get usto do thething
that hewantsustodo. TheBiblesaysthat
theserpentwasmoreclever or crafty than
any other of the crestures that God had
created. I've aways wondered about
that. Why washecons deredsodeceptive
inthiscase? Hecameand heasked Eve,
“Hath God said that you cannot egt of any
treeof thegarden?’ Eveknewtheanswer.
She said, “We can egt of any tree of the
garden except the tree of the knowledge
of good and evil.” Why was Satan’'s
question so clever? It was pretty
graightforward. Eve knew the answer.
She did put in a few phrases that God
didn'tsay. Shesad, “We'renot even
supposedtotouchit.” Goddidn’t say that
specifically according to the Scripture,
but never theless, Satan had succeededin
getting her thinking independently about
it. Satansaid, “Whenyou et of thisfruit,
you will be as gods, knowing good and
evil.” Immediately Eve started thinking
independently of God and we see what
began to happen. That's where Satan’s

deceptiveness came forth.  This soul-
naturestarted rising up, and Evebeganto
think, “God is withholding something
good from me. It's something that He
doesn't want meto have. Well, why not?
Why shouldn’t | have this?”” And the
hook wasin thejaw! She wanted that
wisdom which wasindependent of God.
Prior to this time she had no wisdom
except what God gave her. She and
Adam were totally dependent on God.
Thentheother attractionscameintoeffect.
Thefruitwasgoodtolook at, it wasgood
for food, and it was effectiveto make her
independently wise. That's where the
troublebeganandtherest of ushavecome
under the consequencesof that from then
on. What happened was that the soul-
nature rose up and usurped its position
over the spirit. God gave us minds and
emotionsandawill, but Hedid notintend
for usto beruled by them. We areto be
ruled by our spirits under the direction
and leadership of the Holy Spirit. When
man sinned his spirit became dead to
God. It didn't ceaseto exist but asfar as
itspurposeof being ableto communicate
with God, it was dead. The soul nature
came out of the servant’s quarters and
took over the throne room of man'’slife.
Asaresult, manlivesout al of hisgoas,
hispurposesandeverything, accordingto
his own desires, his own sinful nature
gpart and separate from God. Even after
we are saved and filled with the Holy
Spirit, we sometimes become impatient
withGodandfa back onour ownwisdom
and clevernessthat comesforthfromthat
soul nature. It’ swhat weareusedtodoing
because we were born with that nature.
However, it produces no lasting good
fruit. Just look at the world situation
today. Look at the way God' s purposes
havebeen subverted. WhereGod desires
unity, weseedivison. WhereGoddesires
diversity, theworld promotes unity. God
says, “| want men to be men and women
tobewomen.” What dowefindtheworld
advocating? Unification! Justtheopposite
of what Godwants. God establishesroles
for hushands, for wives, for children, for
elders, for deaconsand soon. What' sthe
world' sresponseto establishing thiskind
of order? Jealousy! Where God
establishes that men are to take
responsibility for their actions, what does
the world do? It places blame. Where
Godhasestablishedanauthority structure,
the world respondsin rebellion. Where
God has established His delegated
authority, theworldrespondswithtyranny.
Man was never designed to be ruled by



hissoul or hisbody. Hewastoberuledby
the Holy Spirit, through his own God-
given spirit. Now, Praise God, Hehad a
planandthat planinvolvedtheconversion
of man. Sowethank God for the plan of
salvation, the regeneration of man.

| Corinthians 15:45-47 says, “So it is
written: ‘ The first man Adam became a
livingbeing;” thelast Adam, alife-giving
spirit. Thespiritua did not comefirst, but
the natural, and after that the spiritud.
Thefirst manwasof thedust of theearth,
the second manfromheaven.” | likethat.
There's afirst Adam and a last Adam.
There safirst man and asecond man. It
saysthat Jesuswasthefirst man because
there are other men to come &fter, the
second, the third, fourth and on and on,
which we are. In the experience of the
new birth,itisman’ sspiritthatisrecreated
andrestoredtolife. Hissoul andbody are
not immediately and totally affected a
that point. Itisthespiritthatisregenerated
and made completely new. It saidinthat
first scripture that we read in |
Thessalonians 5:23 that we are spirit,
soul, andbody and Godintendstosanctify
us through and through. Hebrews 7:25
says, “Wherefore heis able also to save
them to the uttermost that come unto
Godby him, seeingheever livethtomake
intercession for them.” | think the term
uttermost means all of us, the complete
man; spirit, soul, and body. God wantsto
redeemandrecreatefor Himself theentire
man.

Matthew 16:25-26 says, “For
whosoever will savehislife... (Andif you
wouldjust putintothere, soul-life. That's
the life he's talking about. It's that life
that' skind of inbetweenthespiritandthe
body) ... shall loseit: and whosoever will
losehis[soul] lifefor my sakeshdl findit.
Forwhatisaman profited, if heshall gain
the whole world, and lose his own soul ?
Or what shall aman givein exchangefor
hissoul ?’ Thereisnoearthly gainthat can
compensatefor thefalluretoyield up our
soul nature and to receive the nature of
Chrigt. He wants usto lose that life and
gainthelifeinthe Spirit. Let’stalk abit
about the functions of the regenerated
human spirit. | Corinthians2:11-12 says,
“Forwhoamong menknowsthethoughts
of aman except the man’s spirit within
him? In the same way no one knowsthe
thoughtsof GodexcepttheSpiritof God.”
We know, k-n-o-w, know the things of
God by the Spirit, but we gain
understanding with our minds. Whenwe
first began to be taught the wonderful
truths of the Move of the Spirit, although
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they were new to us, we knew even as
they were being spoken, that they were
true. Weknew that they wereright by the
Spiritof Godwitness ngtoour regenerated
spirits. However, it took some time and
meditation for our minds to gain a full
understanding of thesetruths. Inorder to
be able to communicate these things
effectively to others, we have to
understand them with our minds. That's
why God gave us our minds. The mind
doesn'treceivethereveationof life; only
thespiritcandothat. Themindisdesigned
to handleinformation. Aswe study and
think about thethingsthat weknow by the
Spirit, we are enabled to communicate
thesethingsto others. Now wetill have
thissoul-lifein us. God has regenerated
our spirits, we are dive to God. Praise
God for that! That isthe beginning and
it svery important that that happens. Itis
also very important that we get liberty in
tongues. God doesn’t communicate
directly to our minds. He communicates
through the Holy Spirit to our spirit, and
that's why being able to communicate
with God in the Spirit, in the prayer
language of the unknown tonguethat He
has given us, isso critical. Think about
the way spiritual gifts are given.
Christendom in general depends on the
naturd mind and human reasoning to
determine spiritual gifts. They gtart by
writing down on paper what they fed are
their strengths. People who know them
do the same thing. By this processthey
digtil out their gifts. That's using our
minds and our natural human reasoning.
Itdoesn’ tmeanthat they don’'t meanwell,
but God has taught us that He will
communicate these things to us by the
Spirit, through prophecy and the laying
on of thehands of the presbytery. It'san
amazing thing to experience that, to
experience God speaking these things
through the Spirit.

Now God has made two glorious
provisons for us as pat of our tota
salvation benefits. Oneisthework of the
cross and the second is the work of the
Holy Spirit. Without the work of the
cross, God cannot dedl withfallenman. |
Corinthians 1:18 says, “ For the message
of thecrossisfoolishnesstothosewhoare
perishing, but to uswho are being saved
itisthepower of God.” Thecrossof Jesus
Chrigt is loaded with power. The cross
dedlswith our sins, that istrue, but it also
deal swithour snfulness, our sinful neture.
The completeness of God' s provision of
sdvation is dmost more than we can
understand. TheHoly Spirit, then, makes

what wasaccomplished onthecrosstobe
actualy experienced in our lives.

John 12: 32-33saysthis, “* But |, when
| amlifted up fromtheearth, will draw al
mento mysdlf.” Hesaid thisto show the
kind of desth hewas going to die.” I've
read this many times before. | have
always thought of this as meaning when
welift Jesusup; peoplewill seetheglory
of Jesus and be drawn to Him. | think
that’strue. However, | think the second
sentence directs us to an even deeper
meaning. “Hesaid thisto show the kind
of death he was going to die” Thisis
where water baptism becomes such an
important part of our Christianexperience.
Romans 6:3-6 says, “Or don’t you know
that al of us who were baptized into
Christ Jesuswerebaptizedintohisdeath?

We were therefore buried with him
through baptism into death in order that,
just as Chrigt was raised from the dead
through the glory of the Father, we too
may live a new life. If we have been
united with him like thisin hisdeath, we
will certainly also be united with himin
hisresurrection. For weknow that our old
self was crucified with him so that the
body of sinmight bedoneaway with, that
we should no longer be daves to sin”
Gdatians 6:14 says, “May | never boast
except in the cross of our Lord Jesus
Chrigt, throughwhichtheworld hasbeen
crucifiedtome, and | totheworld.” And
findly, Galaians5:24 says, “ Thosewho
belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the
sinful naturewithitspassonsanddesires.”
There are spiritua principles that are
sometimesdifficultforustogetour minds
around, and this to me is one of those.
However, whether wefully understand it
or not doesnot negatethetruth of it. God
seesusasbeing crucified with Chrigt. If
we could somehow visualize thisin our
mindsaswelook upon Jesusonthecross
and think of thesethingsthat we struggle
with. Just believe that you have been
nailedtothecrosswith JesusChrist. That
isafact! That hastakenplacewhetherwe
can understand it yet or not. That isthe
main thing that water baptism represents.
We're saying that we believe that when
we enter the waters of baptism we are
persondly identifying with Christ in His
desth. When we come out of the waters
of baptism we are identifying ourselves
with ChristinHisresurrection. Thereare
alot of places in the scripture where it
talks about being in Christ, seated in
heavenly places. That’ stheway God sees
us. We are seated in those heavenly
places because God sees us as being
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resurrected. Praise God! Now, we till
have to dedl with thisissue of authority.
Romans 7:21-23 says, “So | find this
law at work: When| wanttodogood, evil
is right there with me. For in my inner
being | delight in God's law; but | see
another law atworkinthemembersof my
body, waging war against the law of my
mind and making meaprisoner of thelaw
of gn at work within my members.” We
see two competing laws a work here.
OneistheLaw of Godandtheotheristhe
law of sinand death. Oftenwethink law
is bad and grace is good. That's not
entirely true. Thelaw of sinand deathis
bad, buttheL aw of Godisgood. TheLaw
of God is the very expression of His
nature. We know that lyingisbad. Why
islying bad? Some people might say it's
bad because God said not to do it. Well
that's true, but the more fundamental
reason isthat it isagainst the very nature
of God, the nature that God wants to
impart to us. The Law of God demands
obedience on the basis of the authority it
claims. There sanought-nesstothel aw
of God. When we consider the Law of
God, weknowweoughttodowhat it says
todoorweought nottodowhat it saysnot
to do. Even when we are disobedient to
the law, we are very aware of our
disobedience because God hasbeen very
clear about what He wants and what He
doesn't want. The law of sin and degth
operates in a whole different way. Its
operating parameters are not clearly
spelled out. It is communicated to our
heartsthrough deception, andit expresses
Satan’ snature. Peoplethink they cantake
or leavethethingsassociatedwiththelaw
of sinand death. One of the Brethren, in
one of our prayer meetings said sin does
this, “ Ittakesyoufarther thanyouwanted
to go, it makes you stay longer than you
wanted to stay, and it costsmorethanyou
wantedtopay.” It' scaled alaw because
you get sucked into it thinking that you
cantakeit or leaveit, but you can’t. The
further you get into it, the more you get
captured by it and you becomeaprisoner
toit. That’ swhat Paul wassayingtherein
the seventh chapter of Romans. Heused
that very term. He says, “...waging war
againgt the law of my mind and making
me a prisoner of the law of sin a work
within my members” (Romans 7:23)
We are taken captive by that and we
become aprisoner. Colossians 2:8 says,
“See to it that no one takes you captive
throughhollow anddeceptivephilasophy,
which depends on human tradition and
the basic principles of this world rather

than on Christ.” It's a warning to
Chrigians. Don’t betakenin. Don't et
theworld squeezeyouintoitsmould. It's
written in alot of different ways in the
Scripture. Authority, real authority thatis
effectivein our lives, is only that which
we consider to belegitimate. If wedon’t
consder authority aslegitimate, it doesn’t
have much effect on us. It can demand
that we fedl and do a certain thing, but if
wedon't fed itislegitimate, wedon't do
itor a least wedon't do it aslong aswe
think we can get away with not doing it.
Let's take the example of a child that's
beingtaughtnottolie. Bro.Holtministered
on thisat the North Battleford camp and
encouraged parentsabout being consistent
and being persistent in training children.
Itisalso very important that every parent
be consigtent in their own lives as they
traintheir children. Letstaketheexample
of amother here, who is teaching little
Johnny not to lie.  She's told him that
lyingiswrong. When Johnny getscaught
in alie and Mother punishes Johnny by
spanking hisbackside. Sohelearnslying
is not a good thing because there are
undesirableconsequencesassociatedwith
it. Later on that afternoon Mrs. Johnson
from down the street comes and knocks
onthedoor. Mrs. Johnsonisveryirritating
to Johnny’s mother. She does not enjoy
Mrs. Johnson’svisits. She pegpsout the
curtain and seesit’'s Mrs. Johnson at the
door andsays, “ Oh Johnny, goanswer the
door and tell Mrs. Johnson that mother
had to go out for awhile.” Now Johnny
learns something else. Helearnsthat on
one hand lying is an abomination to the
Lord. Ontheother hand he learnsit can
be very helpful in atime of trouble. So
now you've got this ought-ness of the
law, but you've also got something
developing within Johnny, which is
becoming an inner value. He starts
thinking, “Well, | better not lie when
Mom' saround, butif itservesmy purposes
later onwhenshe snotaround, it seemsto
work pretty well. If there's no one big
enough around to smack me up-side the
head, I’ll do it if it serves my purpose.”
What webegintoseehereistheeffect that
an externa law has. That'swhat the law
of God, writtenastheTenCommandments
is, an externd law. There is nothing
wrongwiththelaw. Thelawisperfect. It
isawonderful, perfect, expression of the
nature of God; but it is an externa law.
The interna law is this law of sin and
death. Whenever there's a competition
between an external law and an internal
value, what do you think isgoing to win

out every time? The interna vaue is
goingtowin. Aswehavepreparedfor our
young peopl€’ s camps, this has been so
much on my heart. How do we
communicate the things of God to our
young people, not as externd law but in
such a way that they become interna
values to them? There is nothing
unrighteousabout thelaw, but theproblem
isthatif itisn'tinternalized, if itisnot an
inner value, thenwhat isinsideisgoingto
win-out over what's on the outside.
Romans 6:16 states a very important
principle. “Don’t you know that when
you offer yourselvesto someoneto obey
him as daves, you are daves to the one
whomyouobey—whether youaredaves
tosin,whichleadstodeeth, ortoobedience,
which leads to righteousness?” We are
going to become daves to whomever or
whatever we chooseto obey. If wewant
toobey snandthelaw of sinthenwecan
dothat, andour obediencegrantsauthority
to that law. It sayswe can aso become
slaves to obedience, which leads to
righteousness. As | meditated on this
Scripture, thefollowing examplecameto
mind. | thought about the children that
God hasgivento Janand me. They were
all good children growing up. They all
seemed to haveanaturethat caused them
to want to obey, but they ill had to be
taught in the early years to be obedient
whichrequiredvariouswaysof discipline.
Sometimes you just had to give them a
look. Sometimesyou hadto givethema
little talking to. Rarely did it take more
thanthat, but you didwhat wasnecessary.
Asthey began to get older, because they
hadbecome" davestoobedience’ tousas
their parents, they continued to obey out
of that nature. 1t had becometheir nature
to obey, their internal value. Then |
noticed something that was very
interesting. After our two older children
were married and had their own spouses,
their own homes, and their own children,
they still sought theapprova of momand
dad for the things that they did. They
wanted that affirmation fromusthat what
they weredoing, how they werespending
their money, purchases they were
considering, etc. met with our approva.
If wedidn't think that it was ok, then that
would redly bother them. Y et they were
adults. They hadtheir ownfamilies; they
had their own wivesand husbands. They
wereout fromunder that law, soto spesk,
but yet they had becomeadavetoit asa
result of long obediencetoit. Wemadea
special effort to affirm them in their



decisonsuntil they beganto redizethey
were no longer under that law.

Now, here's the last important
principle that | want to cover. Jeremiah
31:31-33 says “...I will make a new
covenant with the house of Israel and
with the house of Judah, not like the
covenant which | madewiththeir fathers
inthe day when | took them by the hand
tobringthemout of theland of Egypt, My
covenant which they broke, athough |
was a Husband to them, declares the
Lord. Butthisisthecovenantwhichl will
makewiththehouseof |sradl: Afterthose
days, declarestheLord, | will put My law
within them, and on their hearts | will
writeit; and | will betheir God, and they
will beMy people.” Godeventhenbegan
to reved to us what His plan was. He
knew this external law was perfect, but
theexterna lawwasgoingtobeweskened
by theflesh. It could never changeus. He
said He would write His laws on our
hearts so that they would become our
internal vaues. We arefreeinthe Spirit
todomany thingsaslongaswestay inthe
parametersthat God has established.

Ezekid 36:25-27 says this, “Then |
will sprinklecleanwater onyou, andyou
shall beclean; | will cleanseyoufromall
your filthiness and from dl your idols.
Moreover | will giveyouanew heart and
I will put anew spirit within you; and |
will removethe heart of stone from your
flesh and give you a new heart of flesh.
And | will put My spirit within you, and
causeyou towalk inmy statues, andyou
will becareful toobserveMy ordinances.”
So not only isthe law to beinternalized,
but thepolluted heartiscleansed and God
putsthe Spirit of Christin us.

Why did Jesuslivethirty-threeyears?
Why not tenyearsor fifteen or thirty-five
or whatever? What was it about thirty-
three years? Why couldn’t He have just
comeasaman, diedaperfectmanandour
sins would be covered? Not only is
Chrigt’ sdeathimportant to our salvation,
but alsoHislifethat Helivedisimportant
to our salvation, the salvation of thetotal
man. Inthosethirty-threeyearsJesuswas
tempted in every way as we are, yet
without sin. Hewas cursed; He had lies
told about Him; He had dl kinds of
differentfa seaccusationsspokenagainst
Him; Hewaseven cdled adevil. These
werethingsthat were so totally opposite
towhat Hewas, butinevery caseHewas
obedient to the things that God had for
Him to do. Scripture says that Christ
learned obediencethroughthethingsthat
Hesuffered. Not thesameway wedo by
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trial and error and by making mistakes,
butinevery singlething, towhichHewas
subjected, Hewas sinless. It wasin the
lifethat Chrigt lived that thelaws of God
were written, by the Holy Spirit, on His
heart. By Hisperfectlife, Jesuscondemned
sinintheflesh sothat therighteousnessof
Godmight befulfilledinuswhowalk not
afterthefleshbut after theSpirit (Romans
8:3-4). Also in the eighth chapter of
Romansit says, “ Therefore, thereisnow
no condemnation for those who are in
Christ Jesus, becausethrough Christ Jesus
thelaw of thespirit of lifeset mefreefrom
thelaw of sinanddesth. For what thelaw
was powerless to do in that it was
weakened by the sinful nature, God did
by sending hisown Soninthelikenessof
sinful man to beasin offering and so He
condemned sinin sinful man,” (Romans
1:1-3). Therearethreelawsmentionedin
thispassage: thelaw of sin and death, the
Law of the spirit of life in Christ Jesus,
and the Law of God.

Aswasdated earlier, the Law of God
isperfect. Ps. 19:7 says, “Thelaw of the
Lord is perfect, reviving the soul.” The
problem is not with the external Law of
theL ord. Theproblemisthatitisweskened
by the sinful nature. Let us consider the
naturd law of gravity. Itisagood law. It
keepsusfromfloatinginto spaceaswego
aboutour daily lives. However, thelaw of
gravity imposescertainlimitationsonus.
If we try to reach the third floor of a
buildingby walkingupthevertical sideof
the building, wewon't get too far before
wefind ourselveson our backsidesonthe
pavement. However, we can get to the
third floor by using the tairs or the
elevator. Wehavenot negated thelaw of
gravity, but we have overcome its
limitations on us by employing a higher
law, soto speak. Thislaw recognizesthe
law of gravity, but at thesametimeallows
us to overcome its limitations. Thisis
what theLaw of theSpiritof LifeinChrist
Jesusdoesfor usinthespiritua realm. It
not only sets us free from the law of sin
anddegthbut by virtueof it beingahigher
law, it meetsthe demands of theexternal
Law of God by becoming aLaw within
us, written on our hearts by the Holy
Spirit.

This takes place as we obey the
promptings of the Holy Spirit. To
paraphrase Romans 6:16, asweobey the
Spirit, we become a dave to obedience,
and obedience becomes our nature. It
won't be like, “well | ought to do this, |
ought to do that, or | ought to do the
other.” Themoreweobeyit,themorewe

becomeadavetothat whichweobey, just
like our children did, and pretty soon it
becomesour nature. IndoingsotheHoly
Spirit writes God' s laws upon our heart.
That's where they have to be written or
we Il congtantly bebettlingwiththisought-
nessof theL aw of God, whichiswegkened
by the sinful nature.

| want to close by sharing an example
withyouof howthishasworked outinmy
ownlife. Someweeksago my wife, Jan,
wasstrugglingwithsomething. | lovemy
wife, and | wanted to ease the struggle. |
triedtoded withher employinglogicand
said, “Well logically what you're
strugglingwithdoesn'treally makesense.
Look here...” and | went through al my
logical reasoning, but it didn’'t seem to
have much positive effect. So | kept on
with my strategy, and the more times |
went over it, the louder | would get,
thinking that more volume would give
more emphasis. Of course that didn’t
work and only resulted in further
frugtretion for her and for me. Severa
days later | was meditating about this
encounter. ItwasliketheHoly Spiritsaid
to me, “What do you think you were
doing?’ And | said, “Lord, (and I'm
paraphrasing alittlebit, but thisiskind of
likewhat happened) | wastrying to show
her thelogic of why what shewasfedling
washotreasonable.” AndHesaid,“Well,
how well did it work?’" | said, “It didn’t
workverywell atal.” Hesaid,“Haveyou
ever tried that technique before?’ | said,
“Ohyes! Forthirty-eight years!’vetried
that technique.” Hesad,“Diditwork the
other times?’ | said, “No, it didn’t work
the other times either.” So you begin to
seewherethe conversationwasgoing. It
wasasif He spoketo meand said, “You
know, that struggle that she's going
through is My business. It's redlly not
your businesstheway you weretryingto
ded with it. What do you think your
responsihilities are?’ | thought about it
and said, “Wdll it'sto love her as Christ
loved the church.” And He said, “What
do you think would flow out of that?’
And | said, “Well, there would be fruit
like gentleness, kindness, patience, al of
those kinds of things” “That's right.”
And asthat beganto settlein onmy mind
and in my heart, | said, “Lord, | an so
sorry for doing that. | apologizeto You
for taking that approach. | know better
than that.” He said, “Well that’s good.
What else are you going to do?’ | said,
“Lord, I'm going to apologize to my
wife” And | did. You know what |
believehappened? | believethat because
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of my immediate obedienceto thevoice
of the Holy Spirit, God wrote that law
upon my heart. The next timethat issue
comes up, | won't deal with it the same
way as | have in the past because my
nature, | believe, is changed, e least in
that area. Therearealot moreareasinmy
life, someperhapsmoreimportant, some
maybelessimportant, that still havetobe
changed. If weobey onceand twiceand
the third time, pretty soon obediencein
that particular area becomes our nature.
We become a slave to obedience.

Sometimes He corrects us afterwards,
likethecasel mentioned. Thebestthing
todoisnot totry tojustify yourself tothe
Holy Spirit. Just say, “Lordyou' reright,
I’'m wrong, I'm sorry, | apologize.” If
someoneeseisinvolved, yougotothem
and say, “l was wrong, I'm sorry, |
apologize” andaswe reobedienttothese
things, as they come along in our lives,
then the Holy Spirit, who is within us,
will writethat|law uponour hearts. That's
where the law hasto be written in order
for it to be effectivein our lives. It'sgot

tobemorethananexternd law. TheLaw
of lifein Chrigt Jesushasto bewritten on
our hearts. | hopethat we' Il dl learntodo
that. 1t'saprocess, day by day, little by
little. Isa. 28:10 says, “ For precept must
be upon precept, precept upon precept,
lineuponline, lineuponline, herealittle
andtherealittle” Let usbeobedient to
theHoly Spirit. A fewtimesof obedience
in a particular area and it will begin to
become our new nature. It will become
thenatureof Christ withinus. Praisethe
Lord!

Growing To Maturity In Christ

When we anayze the word ‘grow,’
weseethatitisaverb. A verbisusually
associated with action. In plant life, we
see progressive growth from the seed
that germinates, to the tender shoot, to a
strong healthy plant, with one purpose
programmedintoitandthatistoproduce
fruit or seed. Conditionsneed to bejust
right for normal growth to occur. For
example, the seed requiresmoistureand
warmth to germinate, nourished by
nutrientsinthesoil that encouragestrong
and vigorous growth. As the plant
matures, these same conditions apply.
Sunlight, darkness, wind and rain al
play vita rolesinitsdevelopment. If the
plant never experienced adversity, it
wouldnotlikely survive. Thecompetent
gardener prepares the plant for adverse
conditionsby providing adequatewater,
but not in excess because the gardener
knowsthat the plant’ srootsneed to seek
out the moisture available deeper inthe
soil. The struggle for surviva will
establish theroot system and result ina
stable plant that the wind will not easily
damage. Similarly, the gardener will
protect the plant from hot sunlight or
severewindwhenitisjustasmall tender
shoot because adversity at this stage of
development may be detrimental to
healthy growth. However, as the plant
grows stronger, it can withstand the
adverse elementsthat are determined to
causeitinjury. Remember, thegoa isto
producefruit or seed and whenthe plant
is nourished and cared for properly, it
will produce abundant fruit, whereas, if
itsuccumbstotheundesirableconditions,
it will die or produce no fruit at all.

In the parable of the sower, we see

By Mervin Sundbo

that some seed “fell into good ground,
and brought forth fruit, some an
hundredfold, some sixtyfold, some
thirtyfold” (Matt. 13:8, KJV). When
Jesus explained the parable, He said,
“But the seed sown on good sail isthe
manwho both hearsand understandsthe
message. His life shows good crop, a
hundred, sixty, or thirty timeswhat was
sown” (Matt. 13:23, Phillips).

Growth permeatesthe natural realm,
whether we look at the plant or animal
kingdoms. The beginning of al living
thingsisvery small (aseed), but growth
results in a physically mature plant,
animal or human being. Physical
maturity brings the ability to reproduce
or to bear fruit, which is obvioudly part
of God' splan, for in GenesisHe saysto
al that He created, “Be fruitful, and
multiply” (Genesis 1:28).

The natural is analogous to the
spiritual in many ways. Just asin the
natural, lifebeginswith abirth, sointhe
spiritual, our new life begins with a
rebirth. Natural lifeisinitiated through
corruptible seed and the conclusion is
physica death, whereas, the new birth
has its origin in incorruptible seed and
the culmination of that iseternd life. 1
Peter 1:23 says, “We have been born
again, not of corruptible seed but
incorruptible, through the word of God
which lives and abides forever.”

An expectation follows natural birth
and that is that growth will take place.
The babe doesn't remain a babe, but
develops, through proper food, rest,
exercise, education and training into a
child, ateenager andanadultwithall the
accompanying physical, intellectual,

emotional, social and psychological
changes. Maturity isthe god and isa
gradual process. If the nourishment is
rightandthereisaproper motivationand
stimulation, the babe develops into a
matureand productiveadult over aperiod
of years. Similarly, when we are born
again, thereisanexpectationthat spiritua
growthwill occur andthis, too, comesin
stages. Gradually and progressively, the
babein Christ can becomeamature Son
of God. John 1:12 says, “But asmany as
receive Him, to them gave He power to
become the sons of God, even to them
that believeonHisname’ (KJV). God's
own son made a humble entrance into
thisworld, born in the same manner as
we al were born, and his first lodging
wasinamanger. TheSavior camenotas
amature son, but asababe, and he grew
intomaturity. ThescriptureinHeb. 5:8-
9 says, “Though he was a son, yet he
learned obedience by the things which
he suffered, And having been perfected,
Hebecametheauthor of eternal salvation
toal whoobey Him.” Itwasthroughthe
obedience of Jesus to the will of the
Father that he gained perfection or
maturity and thus became the source or
giver of eternd savation to everyone
who obeys him. Oneimportant sign of
maturity isobedience. Jesussaid, “I do
what the Father givesmetodoand | say
what the Father tells me to say.” He
cametodoHisFather’ swill andthat was
to serve and to sacrifice. Inserving, He
met the needs of people; He healed the
sick, raised the dead, ministered new
hope to the hopeless, fed the multitude
and forgave the sins of the penitent. In
sacrificing, He gave Hislifefor thesins



of the entire world, and in so doing, He
opened the door to eternad lifefor every
repentant heart. You see, the manger
was only a temporary lodging for the
Son of God. The ultimate habitation of
the Savior isin the hearts and lives of
menandwomen, boysandgirls. Theinn
today is the human heart. Receiving
Christ asour persona Savior isthefirst
step in “ growing to maturity in Christ.”

Now | will turn to a few scriptures
that speak about spiritua growth. Eph.
4:15, “But we are meant to speak the
truthinlove, andtogrow upinevery way
into Chrigt, the head” (Phillips). Heb.
6:1,“...Let usgo onto perfection....” Or
let us go on to maturity. 1 Peter 2:2,
“Likenew bornbabes, cravepurespiritual
milk, so that by it you may grow up in
your salvation, now that you havetasted
that the Lord is good” (NIV). 2 Peter
3:18,"“...Growinthegraceandknowledge
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Chrigt.”
Phil. 2:12-13, “...Work out your own
savation with fear and trembling; for it
isGodwhoworksinyoubothtowill and
todoof Hisgoodpleasure.” ThePhillips
translates this scripture as follows:
“...complete the salvation that God has
givenyouwithaproper senseof aweand
responsibility. For it is God who is at
work withinyou, givingyouthewill and
the power to achieve His purpose.”

[ will tell youabrief story toillustrate
how adversity can create an attitude of
determination to succeed in a very
difficult Situation. Asfar as| know this
isatruestory. Sir Edmund Hillary was
the first man to climb Mount Everest.
On May 29, 1953, he scaled the highest
mountain then known to man — 29,000
feet. Hewasknightedfor hisefforts. He
even made American Express card
commercias because of it! However,
until we read his book,

HighAdventure, wedon' tunderstand
that Hillary had to grow into hissuccess.
You see, in 1952, at 33 years of age, he
attempted to climb Mount Everest, but
faled. A few weeks later, a group in
England asked him to address its
members.

Hillary walked on stage to a
thunderousapplause. Theaudiencewas
recognizing an attempt at greatness, but
Hillary saw himself asafailure.

Hemovedaway fromthemicrophone
and walked to the edge of the platform.
He clenched his fist and pointed at a
pictureof themountain. Hesaidinaloud
voice, “Mount Everest, you beat methe
first time, but I’ [l beat you the next time
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becauseyou' vegrown all you aregoing
to grow... but I'm still growing.”

This story has many spiritual
applications. Therewasamanwhosaid,
“Failureisonly theopportunity to begin
again more intelligently.” In addition,
thesameman said, “ Obstaclesarethose
frightful things you see when you take
your eyes off your god.” Adversity
comesto everyoneeventualy anditisa
given for those who want to walk with
God. Y oucannot avoidthetryingtimes,
thefiery trials. They either knock usflat
or make us strong. If taken in the right
attitude, they build into uswhat nothing
else can. Whatever God sends our way
is designed for our growth. Is. 30:20
says, “...the Lord gives you the bread of
adversity andthewater of affliction.” In
Is. 48:10, “Behold, | have refined you,
but not assilver; | havetested you inthe
furnaceof affliction.” Eph. 4:13 hasnot
yet been fulfilled because we have not
yet come to the maturity that Paul is
speaking of inthisscripture. “Till weall
cometo the unity of thefaith and of the
knowledgeof theSon of God, toaperfect
man, to the measure of the stature of the
fullnessof Christ.” Thisscripturespesks
of spiritual growth, culminating in
maturity in Christ. God wants mature
sons, not littlechildren. Maturity isgreat
gain. Thematurein Christ will manifest
the fruit of the Spirit. Fruit grows to
maturity. Maturity isaprocessof growth.
Gal. 5:22-23liststhefruit of the Spirit as
follows: “love, joy, peace, longsuffering
(patience), gentleness, goodness, faith,
meekness and temperance (moderation
or sdf-control).” Phil. 4:5, “Let your

moderationbeknownuntoal men.” As
our desire to walk closer to the Lord
increases, the more the fruit of the spirit
will be manifest in our lives.

Ourlevel of maturity canbemeasured
by the degree to which these beautiful
attributes of Christ are operative in our
daily lives. Christnot only possessedthe
fruit of the Spirit, but the fruit was
manifest in His actions.  Fruit was an
intrinsic part of His nature. God wants
each of usto possessandto demonstrate,
in our daily walk, the same fruit. He
wants us to be partakers of the divine
nature; to comeforthin thelikenessand
imageof Christ. 2 Peter 1:3-4 says, “His
divine power has given us everything
needed for life and godliness. ThusHe
has given us, through these things, His
preciousandvery great promises, sothat
through them you may escape from the
corruptionthat isintheworld because of
lust, and may become participantsof the
divine nature.” (N.R.S)).

InRom. 13:14, wefind thispowerful
scripture, “But put on the Lord Jesus
Christ, and make no provision for the
flesh, to fulfill its lusts.” The NIV
translation says, “Rather, clothe
yourselveswith the Lord Jesus Christ,
and do not think about how to gratify
thedesiresof thesinful nature.” Toput
onsomethingistobeclothedinitorto
wear it as a mantle or a covering.
There is no better garment to put on
thantheLord JesusChrist. Wewant to
put off our carnal nature, which isthe
mantle of theflesh (thetransitory) and
put on Hisnature (the permanent or the
spiritual).

DATES OF IMPORTANCE

Indiana Young People's Meeting ........cccooeveeieeiiinnnnn Dec. 27 - 31, 2006
North Battleford New Year's Youth Retreat ... Dec. 28, 2006 - Jan. 1, 2007
Big Spring, TEXAS .....coveveveveienriennens
North Carolina Winter Camp ..............
Feast North Battleford ..............c.c.....
lllinois Gathering (King's House) ........
Camp North Battleford ...........c..........
North Carolina Summer Camp............
Pinelow Summer Family Camp..........
Hidden ACres ......cccoeeieiniiiiiiee
Park Valley ......ccccovveveieieiieieieenenns
WINKIEr ..o
Minden Meetings ........ccccevevverieieneannns
Pinelow Family Camp ........cccceovvene

............................ Jan. 26 - 28, 2007
............................ Feb. 23 - 25, 2007
................................ April 5 - 8, 2007
................................ May 4 - 6, 2007
................................. July 1 - 8, 2007
............................. July 22 - 28, 2007
.............................. Aug. 6 - 12, 2007
.................... Aug. 31 - Sept. 3, 2007
.................... Aug. 31 - Sept. 3, 2007
.................... Aug. 31 - Sept. 3, 2007
........................... Sept. 28 - 30, 2007
................................ Nov. 9-12, 2007
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INDIANA YOUNG PEOPLE'S MEETING - December 2006

Wednesday evening, Dec. 27 thru Sunday., noon, Dec. 31, 2006.

Mt. St. Francis Retreat Center, St. Francis, Indiana, 47146, phone (812) 923-8817.
Location just 10 miles from downtown Louisville, KY. All under one roof, gym,
recreation rooms, hundreds of acres of woods and hills to hike and sled on. 53

private rooms w/bath and air conditioning. How to Get There. From West
(St. Louis, etc.) | 64 to U.S. | 50 West, go 2 miles on US | 50 to 2nd set
of flashing lights, the center is on the left.
From North: | 65 South to | 265 West 10 miles to
U.S. | 50 exit, go 2 miles on | 50 to 2nd set of flashing lights, center on left.
From South and East: | 64 West thru Louisville across Ohio River
then 4 miles to U.S. | 50 East highway.

Go 2 miles on | 50 to 2nd set of flashing lights. Center is on left.
Come one and all, bring your friends and let's have a great time learning
and sharing together.

Bring: Bibles, notebooks, pens and pencils, personals, extra towels and
washcloths if desired, snacks for after service.

Contact: Bob Wood, 7 N 933 Pharlap Dr., St. Charles, IL 60175
Phone: 630-513-6642 or email: sandrakwood@aol.com
Costs: Adults $65, Teens $54 (11-17) Children $32 (2-10)

NORTH BATTLEFORD NEW YEAR'S YOUTH RETREAT
Dec. 28, 2006- Jan. 1, 2007

As part of Sharon Schools Educational Program
the North Battleford Young Peoples' Gathering will begin
with the supper meal Thursday, December 28, 2006
and will run through until after the noon meal Monday, January 1, 2007.
Bring your usual things: bedding, towel, toilet articles, warm clothing,
musical instrument, Bible, notebooks, skates and broomball brooms
and hockey gear, gym clothes and footwear.
We thank the Mothers for their past contributions of baking and suggest
that similar offerings would be gratefully received again this year.
(If the Elders feel to send any financial help from the churches,
it will be greatly appreciated).
This invitation is extended to teenagers and older singles
and young married couples.
We would like to encourage older singles to attend
with a focus on their ministry and issues.
We also would like to encourage young married couples
to come for fellowship and to assist with the ministry.
Please have one of your young people write at an early date stating
approximately the number of boys and girls hoping to attend.

Send to Sharon Schools, Box 878, North Battleford, Sask. S9A 2Z3.
Registration Fee: $25.00 on arrival.

Brethren from Sharon Schools in North Battleford
will be present to minister the Kingdom Word.
It's important to let us know you're coming.

Normally, the saints gather from many locations,

including new friends of "kindred"
spirit from near and far.

Although never huge in size, the gathering is rich in
annointing,a special time of spiritual ministry and
fellowship.

Services: Opening service is Friday evening
and final service is Sunday evening,
also 10 am Saturday and Sunday.
January 26-27-28, 2007.

KINGDOM-SONSHIP GATHERING

"Unto HIM shall the gathering of the people be."
JANUARY 26-27-28, 2007 — Big Spring, Texas

New Location: SPRING TABERNACLE, 1209 Wright Street
(Courtesy of Mona Lou Tonn)

Location: Big Spring in west Texas.
Motel accommodations at
reasonable rates are available.
Those flying should book to
Midland/Odessa, if possible,
about 40 miles from Big Spring.
Dallas is almost 4 hours away.

Contact-Reservations-Full Details:
TERRY MILLER - Ph. 204-466-2673
Email: sharonbroadcast@yahoo.com
or
JERRY KOLTES - Ph. 940-391-1448
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