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Humility

Thefact that God wantsusto
acknowledge our complete
helplessness and relate to Him
in humility under the New
Covenant of Grace is brought
out in many Scripture passages.

The very fact of God’'s
ultimate greatnessand being the
Creator of al putsall of creation
intheir rightful placeof complete
humility in relation to Him.
Isaiahdeclaresinlsa57:15: “For
so says the high and lofty One
who inhabits eternity; whose
name is Holy; ‘I dwell in the
high and holy place, even with
thecontriteand humblespirit, to
revive the spirit of the humble,
and to revive the heart of the
contrite ones.””

We have aready pointed out
the Scriptures description of
man’ s condition as being “ dead
in sins and trespasses’ prior to
being administered God’ swork
of salvation by grace (Eph 2:1).
How much more helpless can
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one be than being dead? Jesus
plainly states. “I am the Vine,
you are the branches. He who
abides in Me, and | in him, the
same bringsforth much fruit; for
without Meyou can do nothing”
(John 15:5).

Paul, whose phenomenal
achievements as a minister of
God could haveeasily led himto
boast and overlook his absolute
dependenceonthegrace of God,
had this to say about his
experienceonthesignificanceof
humility in relating to God in 2
Co 12:6-10: “For if | desire to
boast, | shall not befoolish. For |
will speak the truth. But | spare,
lest anyone shouldthink of meas
being beyond what he sees me,
or hears of me; and by the
surpassing revelations, lest | be
madehaughty, athornintheflesh
was given to me, amessenger of
Satanto buffet me, lest | bemade
haughty. For thisthing | besought
theLordthreetimes, that it might
depart from me. And He said to
me, My grace is sufficient for
you, for My power is made

perfectinweakness. Most gladly
therefore | will rather glory in
my weaknesses, that the power
of Christ may overshadow me.
Therefore | am pleased in
weaknesses, in insults, in
necessities, in persecutions, in
distresses for Christ’s sake; for
when | am weak, then | am
powerful.” Intheend, Paul could
havetestifiedin1Co15:10: “But
by the grace of God | am what |
am, and Hisgracetoward medid
not prove vain; but | labored
even more than al of them, yet
not I, but the grace of God with
me.”

Therefore, itisinhumility that
we truly recognize our need of
God and can receivethefullness
of God's grace and
empowerment to achieve God’ s
purposefor us. Jamesdeclaresin
James 4.6: “But He gives more
grace. Therefore He says, God
resists the proud, but He gives
grace to the humble.”

Humility, by making us
acknowledge our absolute
dependence on God for any
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achievement, will also keep us
from any tendency of being
puffed up against one another.
Paul admonishesconcerningthe
practice of ego promotion and
comparison in 1 Co 4:5-7:
“Thereforejudgenothing before
the time, until the Lord comes,
who both will bring to light the
hidden things of darkness and
will make manifest the counsels
of thehearts. Andthenshall each
one have praise of God. And
thesethings, brothers, | haveina
figuretransferred to myself and
Apollos for your sakes, so that
youmight learninusnot tothink
of men above that which is
written, so that no one of you
may be puffed up against one
another. For who makes you to
differ from another? And what
do you have that you did not
receive? And if you did receive
it, why doyou boast asif you had
not received it?’

Paul advisesalsoinRom12:3:
“For through the grace given to
me| say to everyoneamong you
not to think more highly of
himself than he ought to think;
but to think so asto have sound
judgment, as God hasallotted to
each ameasure of faith.”

Faith

Faithistheother indispensable
attributewhichmust characterize
our relation to the grace of God.
Humility defines our complete
hel plessness and dependence on
God’s grace. Faith brings hope
andinspiresustoturnto Godfor
His grace to enable us in our
need. In humility we can
sincerely acknowledge our
helplessness and need and by
faith trust God to empower us
and accomplish in us by grace
what Heonly can. Theoperation
of grace through faith in our
salvationiswell presentedin Eph
2:4-9: “But God, who isrichin

mercy, for His great love with
which He loved us (even when
we were dead in sins) has made
usalivetogether with Christ (by
grace you are saved), and has
raised us up together and made
us sit together in the heavenlies
in Christ Jesus, so that in the
agesto come Hemight show the
exceeding riches of Hisgracein
His kindness toward us through
Christ Jesus. For by grace you
are saved through faith, and that
not of yourselves, it isthe gift of
God, not of works, lest anyone
should boast.”

Itisactually throughfaiththat
weenter into and appropriatethe
grace of God to accomplish the
will of God in spite of our
inherent helplessness. An
acronym for faith is“Forsaking
All'l Trust Him.”

Paul putsit thisway in 2 Co
3:4-6:“ Such confidencewehave
through Christ toward God. Not
that weareadequateinourselves
to consider anything as coming
fromourselves, but our adequacy
is from God, who also made us
adequate as servants of a new
covenant, not of the letter but of
the Spirit; for the letter kills, but
the Spirit giveslife.”

Genuine faith, while not
comprehended by the common
sense of the natural mind, is not
based on fanaticism or illusion.
True faith enables one not to
illusively deny but rather to
recognize the redlity of one's
limitation in the face of a
formidable challenge and
maintain a divinely inspired
confidence and expectation that
God will provide the necessary
resources and bring about a
humanly impossible result.
AccordingtoHeb 11:1, “Faithis
the substance of things hoped
for, the evidence of things not

For instance, the faith
exercised by both Abraham and
Sarah in bearing Isaac in their
old age is a classical example.
We aretold about Abraham that
“Without becomingweak infaith
he contemplated his own body,
now as good as dead since he
was about a hundred years old,
and the deadness of Sarah’'s
womb; yet, with respect to the
promiseof God, hedid not waver
in unbelief but grew strong in
faith, giving glory to God, and
beingfully assuredthat what God
had promised, He was able a'so
toperform” (Rom4:19-21).“By
faith also Sarah herself received
strength to conceive seed and
was delivered of a child when
she was past age, because she
judged Him who had promised
to be faithful” (Heb 11:11).

Like the experience of
Abraham and Sarah, the actua
experienceof thetransformation
of our dead, sinful nature into
divine godly nature aive unto
God rests on our humility in
acknowledging our total inability
and unworthiness in producing
this transformation on our own
and on our faith in God's
faithfulness and ability to fulfil
His exceedingly great promises
todosoby HisgraceinChrist. In
other words, to experience its
reality, we must believe God's
promiseto effectively transform
us from sinner to saint by His
grace through faith in Christ.

Peter statesit thisway in 2 Pe
1:2-4: “May God giveyou more
and moregraceand peaceasyou
grow inyour knowledge of God
andJesusour Lord. By Hisdivine
power, God has given us
everything we need for living a
godly life. We havereceived al
of thisby coming to know Him,
theOnewho calledusto Himself
by meansof Hismarvellousglory



and excellence. And because of
Hisglory and excellence, Hehas
given us great and precious
promises. Thesearethepromises
that enable you to share His
divine nature and escape the
world's corruption caused by
human desires’ ( NLT).

Therefore, the Scriptures
declare plainly that under the
present New Covenant, the
relationship between God and
manisbased ongraceonthepart
of God and humility andfaithon
the part of man. Thisisthe sole
basis for man’'s salvation, life
and godlinessin Christ. Thereis
no room for the human ego or
flesh.

Philosophy and the Gospel

However, itisat thispoint that
the human mind, shaped to think
in terms of the logics of
philosophy, shuts down. An
essential aspect of human
philosophical explanation of
human behaviour is self-effort
or the importance of the role of
self in behaviour and
achievement. Sociology and
psychology are filled with such
philosophical principles and
explanationfor human behaviour
and achievement. A mind
conformedtothisworldwill find
great difficulty in perceiving
properly the absolute role of
graceintherel ationship between
a believer and God. To satisfy
such earthbound mindsetsinthe
Christian religion a myriad of
philosophical speculations and
methods unfortunately have
emerged, distorting the pure
gospel of graceasthereal power
of God unto salvation to every
onewhobelieves(Rom 1:16). In
all of theseexplanations, if there
is not a boastful promotion of
self-righteousness as the
admirable basis of one’'s
Christian behaviour and
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achievement, there is usualy a
pitiful timidity inenthroning the
grace of God as the beginning
and sustaining source of the
Chrigtian life. The truth is that
the Gospel has no place in the
logics of human philosophy.
Paul in a straightforward
manner makes this declaration
in 1 Co 1:18-31: “For the
preaching of the cross is
foolishness to those being lost,
but to us being saved, it is the
power of God. For itiswritten, ‘|
will destroy the wisdom of the
wise, and | will set aside the
under standing of the perceiving
ones.” Whereisthewise? Where
isthescribe? Whereisthelawyer
of thisworld?Hasnot God made
foolishthewisdomof thisworld?
For since, inthewisdomof God,
the world by wisdom did not
know God, it pleased God by the
foolishness of preaching to save
those who believe. For the Jews
ask for a sign, and the Greeks
seek after wisdom; butwepreach
Christ crucified, to the Jews a
stumbling block, and to the
Greeksfoolishness. But to them,
the called-out ones, both Jews
and Greeks, Christ isthe power
of God and the wisdom of God.
Becausethefoolish thing of God
iswiser than men, and the weak
thing of God is stronger than
men. For you see your calling,
brother s, that not manywisemen
accordingtotheflesharecalled,
not many mighty, not manynoble.
But God has chosen the foolish
things of the world to confound
the wise; and God has chosen
the weak things of the world to
confound the things which are
mighty; and God has chosen the
base things of the world, and
things which are despised, and
thingswhich arenot, inorder to
bring to nothing thingsthat are;
so that no flesh should glory in

Hispresence. Butof Himyouare
in Christ Jesus, who of God is
made to us wisdom and
righteousnessand sanctification
and redemption; so that,
according as it is written, ‘He
who glories, let himglory inthe
Lord.””

Thosewhoarecalledtopreach
the Gospel must preach it with
boldness and confidence,
exaltingthegraceof Godandthe
finished atoning work of Christ
as the only effective means of
true moral change for humanity
and leaving off the trappings of
philosophical speculations and
psychological and sociological
precepts of behavioural change
for the world’s social
programmes. The Gospel
proclaimsthewonderful benefits
of the New Covenant of Grace.
Every minister of the Gospel is
an able minister of the New
Covenant. God would have
prepared him by revelation and
experienceto bear witnesstothis
glorious message of grace,
humility, andfaith. Paul explains
thisin2Co 3:4-6: “Andwehave
suchtrust through Christ toward
God, not that wearesufficient of
ourselvesto think anything as of
ourselves, but our sufficiency is
of God; who aso has made us
able ministers of the new
covenant; not of theletter, but of
the spirit; for the letter kills, but
the Spirit makes alive.”

It is the pure, unadulterated
Gospel that has the power to
generate the faith needed for
genuine salvation. “So faith
comes from hearing, that is,
hearing the Good News about
Christ” (Rom 10:17, NLT).
Ministers of the Gospel must
carefully and faithfully present
the Gospel initsbasic Scriptural
integrity. The Gospel must
present Christ and only Christ as
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the Saviour of mankind.
Alongthisline, Paul givesthis
admonitionin Col 2:6-10: “And
now, just asyou accepted Christ
Jesus as your Lord, you must
continuetofollow Him. Letyour
roots grow down into Him, and
let your lives be built on Him.
Thenyour faithwill grow strong
inthetruth you weretaught, and
you will overflow with
thankfulness. Don’t let anyone
capture you with empty
philosophiesand high-sounding
nonsensethat comefrom human
thinking and from the spiritual
powersof thisworld, rather than
from Christ. For in Christ lives
all thefullnessof Godinahuman
body. So you also are complete
through your union with Christ,

who isthe head over every ruler
and authority” (NLT).
Inclosing, let usgivethanks
to God for including usin His
glorious plan of the Ages and
relating to us by grace to bring
us when it pleased Him into
this great salvation in which
we stand. And let us always
relate to Him in response with
humility and faith in order to
acknowledge our absolute
dependence on Him and to
appropriate the abundance of
provisions He has given freely
to us by grace for life and
godlinessinthispresent world.
“So God can point to usin all
future ages as examples of the
incredible wealth of His grace
and kindness toward us, as

showninall Hehasdonefor us
who are united with Christ
Jesus’ (Eph 2:7, NLT).

May God indeed help us,
upon whom the ends of the Age
have come, to appreciate the
wonderful story of our salvation,
withall itsprofounddimensions,
and join in the end-time with
the four and twenty elders as
they “fall downbeforeHimwho
sits on the throne, and worship
Himwholivesfor ever andever,
and cast their crownsbeforethe
throne, saying, Y ou areworthy,
O Lord, to receive glory and
honour and power: for Y ouhave
created all things, and for Y our
pleasure they are, and were
created” (Rev 4:10-11).

Amen!

HeWho Overcometh

“Now | sawanew heavenand
anew earth, for thefirst heaven
and the first earth had passed
away. Also there was no more
sea. °Then |, John, saw the holy
city, New Jerusalem, coming
down out of heaven from God,
prepared asa bride adorned for
her husband. *And | heardaloud
voice from heaven saying,
“ Behold, the tabernacle of God
is with men, and He will dwell
with them, and they shall be His
people. God Himself will bewith
them and be their God. # And
God will wipe away every tear
fromtheir eyes; thereshall beno
more death, nor sorrow, nor
crying. There shall be no more
pain, for the former things have
passed away.” *Then Hewho sat
on the throne said, “ Behold, |
make all things new.” And He

By MarkusHansen

said to me, “ Write, for these
words are true and faithful.”
6And He said to me, “ It isdone!
| am the Alpha and the Omega,
the BeginningandtheEnd. | will
give of the fountain of the water
of life freely to himwho thirsts.
™ He who overcomes shall
inherit all things, and | will be
hisGod and heshall beMyson.”
(Rev. 20:1-7).

The last verse quoted above,
“ Hewhoovercomesshall inherit
all things,” should be of
particular interest to those that
have heard and responded to
God' scalling: “ Therefore, Come
out from among them and be
separate, says the Lord. Do not
touchwhatisunclean, And | will
receiveyouand | will beaFather
toyou, Andyoushall beMy sons
and daughters says the Lorp

Almighty.” (Il Cor. 6:17-18).
These words were often
spoken by prophecy in the early
days of this precious Move of
the Spirit which hasitsrootsina
tremendous outpouring of the
Holy Spirit uponabody of Bible
teachers and students in North
Battleford, Saskatchewan,
Canadain February 1948. Upon
hearing this prophecy many
choseto leavethe denomination
and sectarian religious systems
of theday and begantowalkina
new way, the way of the Spirit.
Though many years have gone
by since the Move of the Spirit
began, there are those who
continuetowalk inthisway and
new ones who are heeding the
call of the Holy Spirit. They
have heard and responded to
teachingandrevelationthat have



come forth from apostolic
brethren that foretell of a day
when Christ shall return to this
earth and be united with His
Church, theBody of Christ. This
is referred to in the book of
Revelation as the marriage
supper between Jesus Christ, the
Lamb of God, and HisBody, the
Church of theliving God. When
thisoccurs, theKingdom of God
shall be established here on this
earth. Hallelujah! GlorytoGod!
"And | heard, as it were, the
voiceof agreat multitude, asthe
sound of many watersand asthe
sound of mighty thunderings,
saying, ‘Alleluia! For the Lord
God Omnipotentreigns! “Letus
be glad and rejoice and give
Him glory, for the marriage of
theLambhascome, and Hiswife
hasmadeherselfready.” 8Andto
her it wasgranted to bearrayed
in fine linen, clean and bright,
for thefinelinenistherighteous
acts of the saints. °Then he said
tome, " Write: ‘ Blessedarethose
who are called to the marriage
supper of the Lamb!” ” And he
said to me, ‘These are the true
sayings of God.”” (Rev. 19:6-
9).

God is going to establish His
Kingdom upon this earth just as
Jesustaught Hisdisciplestopray,
“ThyKingdomcome, Thywill be
done in earth even as it is in
heaven,” (Matt6:10). Yes, Christ
will judgetheworldonHisreturn
but to the overcomer there is a
long list of promises. Here are
just afew:

“Then the kingdom and
dominion, And the greatness of
the kingdoms under the whole
heaven, Shall be given to the
people, the saints of the Most
High. His kingdom is an
everlasting kingdom, and all
dominions shall serve and obey
Him.” (Daniel 7:27).
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“ To himthat overcometh will
| give to eat of the tree of life,
which is in the midst of the
paradise of God.” (Rev. 2:7).

“ Hethat hath an ear, let him
hear what the Spirit saith unto
the churches; He that
overcometh shall not be hurt of
the second death.” (Rev. 2:11).

“ To himthat overcometh will
| givetoeat of thehiddenmanna,
and will give him a white stone,
and in the stone a new name
written, which no man knoweth
savinghethatreceivethit.” (Rev.
2:27).

“ And hethat overcometh, and
keepeth my works unto the end,
to himwill | give power over the
nations: 2 Andheshall rulethem
witharod of iron; asthe vessels
of a potter shall they be broken
to shivers: even as| received of
my Father. 2And | will give him
the morning star.” (Rev. 2:26-
28).

“He that overcometh, the
same shall be clothed in white
raiment; and | will not blot out
his name out of the book of life,
but I will confesshisnamebefore
my Father, and before his
angels.” (Rev. 3:5).

“ Him that overcometh will |
makeapillar inthetemple of my
God, and he shall go no more
out: and | will writeuponhimthe
name of my God, and the name
of the city of my God, which is
new Jerusalem, which cometh
down out of heaven from my
God: and I will write upon him
my new name.” (Rev. 3:12).

“ To himthat overcometh will
| granttositwithmeinmythrone,
evenas| also overcame, and am
set down with my Father in his
throne.” (Rev. 3:21).

“He that overcometh shall
inherit all things; and | will be
his God, and he shall be my
son.” (Rev. 21:7).

There are a number of
guestionsthat arisewhenreading
these scriptures. Y ou may ask,
what does overcome mean, who
aretheovercomers, what arethey
to overcome, and how can we
become an overcomer? With
the help of the Holy Spirit we
will address each of these
guestionsin turn.

TO OVERCOME

The words overcome,
overcomes and overcometh are
used 24 times in the New
Testament. In 22 cases where
thiswordisused, theGreek word
is nikaM meaning to subdue,
conquer, overcome, prevail or
get the victory. It comes from
the root word nik— meaning
conquest. In modern English, it
hasasimilar meaning; to prevail
over, master, conquer or be
victorious. It can be applied to
different situations. You can
overcome a sickness, be
victoriousin a pursuit such asa
sport, a nation can win a war
against its enemy or conquer an
enemy and become master over
the enemy. It al cases though,
the inference is that someone or
agroup of peopleisfacedwitha
difficulty, therehasbeenabattle,
and victory isthe result.

WHO ARE THE
OVERCOMERS?

From the Old Testament we
read: “ Andit shall cometo pass
afterward, that | will pour out
my spirituponall flesh; andyour
sons and your daughters shall
prophesy, your old men shall
dream dreams, your young men
shall seevisions:

2And also upon the servants
and uponthehandmaidsinthose
dayswill I pour out my spirit.

%ANnd | will shew wondersin
the heavens and in the earth,
blood, and fire, and pillars of
smoke. *'The sun shall beturned
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into darkness, and themooninto
blood, before the great and the
terrible day of the LORD come.
32And it shall cometo pass, that
whosoever shall call onthename
of the LORD shall be delivered:
for in mount Zion and in
Jerusalem shall be deliverance,
as the LORD hath said, and in
the remnant whom the LORD
shall call.” (Joel 2:28-32).
Paul inhisletter totheRomans
wrote as follows: “ God has not
cast away His people whom He
foreknew. Or do you not know
what the Scripturesaysof Elijah,
how he pleadswith God against
Israel, saying, LORD, they have
killed Your prophets and torn
down Your altars, and | alone
amleft, andthey seek mylife. But
what does the divine response
say to him?*“ | have reserved for
Myself seven thousand men who
havenot bowed thekneeto Baal.
Even sothen, at thispresenttime
thereisaremnant according to
the election of grace.” (Rom.
11:2-5,NKJV). And Jesussaid:
“But in those days, after that
tribulation, the sun will be
darkened, and the moon will not
giveitslight; »thestarsof heaven
will fall, and the powers in the
heavens will be shaken. *Then
they will see the Son of Man
coming in the clouds with great
power and glory. 2’And then He
will send Hisangels, and gather
together His elect from the four
winds, from the farthest part of
earth to the farthest part of
heaven.” (Mark 13:24-27).
Intheversesabove, thewords
REMNANT and ELECT have
been highlighted. The reason
they were highlighted was to
signify that there are two
companiesof believers. Thereis
the whole company of believers
and the remnant (the elected
group) which is a small part of

the whole body of believers. A
remnant is something that is|eft
over or a small remaining
guantity of the whole. It can be
apieceof clothwhenthegreater
part hasbeen cut away. Theword
elect, or elected meansthat some
one, or some group, has been
elected and therefore set apart
for aparticular task. Thisthought
is confirmed by the words of
Jesus when He said: “And other
sheep | have, which are not of
thisfold: themalso | must bring,
and they shall hear my voice;
and there shall be one fold, and
one Shepherd.” (John 10:16).
This statement infers that Jesus
has many sheep (followers) and
someday they shall all be of the
onefold.

“Thesewill makewar withthe
Lamb, and the Lamb will
overcomethem, for HeisLord of
lords and King of kings, and
those who are with Him are
called, chosen, and faithful.”
(Rev. 17:14). Again, in this
scripture we seetheinferenceto
more than one company of
believers. There is the called
out company, thosechosenfrom
the called out company and
finally those who were faithful
totheend. Itisclear that Godis
going to have a company of
people that will be faithful right
to the end and they are the ones
who will be the overcomers.
They aretheoneswho will enter
into sonship, they are the ones
who are going to inherit the
promises of God and rule and
reign with Christ over the entire
world. “ Jesusreplied, “ | assure
you that when theworldismade
newand the Son of Mansitsupon
hisgloriousthrone, youwhohave
been my followers will also sit
on twelve thrones, judging the
twelve tribes of Israel.” (Matt.
19:28, Living Trandation). “ To

himthat overcometh will | grant
tosit with mein my throne, even
as | also overcame, and am set
down with my Father in his
throne.” (Rev. 3:21).
WHAT AREWE TO
OVERCOME?

Asmentioned earlier, tobean
overcomer, one must overcome
something; aproblem, anenemy,
maybe ahabit. Inthisstudy, we
are looking at overcoming
whatever hinders us from
realizingall thepromisesof God.
The Apostle Paul isclear in his
writingsthat if we desireto bea
son and heir of God, then we
have to overcome our carnal or
fleshly nature (hereinreferredto
asour humannature). Thenature
we are born with is not God's
nature. Infact, itisdiametrically
opposed to God's nature. Our
natureisaself-serving nature; it
only has its interest in mind.
When children areborn they are
very selfish in every way. It
takes a great deal of time and
effort on the part of parents to
affect the nature of children so
that they can eventually be
tolerated and civilized in their
behaviour. The rules and
guidelines set by parents train
children so that when they leave
home to live on their own they
areableto functionin society in
an acceptable manner. Thereis
one problem, though, and it is
this; underlying our good
behaviour there still lies our
human natureandif wegiveinto
it, it will always want its way.
That is how, rebellion, fighting,
jealousy, hatred and the likes
arise. Our human nature wants
torule, itwantstoreign, it wants
to be in control and this is in
conflict with all that God
requires. We may attempt to be
and even envision that we are
good law-abiding citizens, but



according to God's view, “all
have sinned and come short of
thegloryof God.” (Rom. 10:23).
Our self-righteousnessisasfilthy
rags the scripture records. But
God hasaplanandthat isthat we
are to be transformed into the
imageor likenessof Jesus. Thank
Godforthisplan. “ For whomHe
foreknew, He also predestined
to be conformed to theimage of
His Son, that He might be the
firstbornamong manybrethren.”
(Rom. 8:29, NKJV).

Whenwerecognizeand repent
of our sins and by faith accept
Christ into our heart, something
dramatic happens. A new nature
is born within us, the nature of
Christ, often referred to as our
spiritual or divine nature. By
accepting Christ asour personal
Saviour weareinpractical terms
partaking of a new nature, the
nature of Christ. “Whereby are
given unto us exceeding great
and precious promises. that by
these ye might be partakers of
thedivinenature.” (11 Peter 1:4).
The supernatural event of being
born again imparts the Spirit of
Christ within us. Hallelujah,
hallelujah! But we must not
forget that our old human nature
isstill residentwithinusanditis
this nature that we have to
overcome.

Why isit that westill struggle
with our self-life? It is because
God hasgiven usafreewill and
therefore we have the ultimate
choice to do as we please. We
can decideif we are going to be
law-abiding citizens or not. We
see on the daily newsthat many
do indeed break the law, cheat
on income tax returns, cheat on
school exams, steal merchandise,
steal cars, murder, abuse drugs
and peddle pornography. Of
course they may suffer the
consequencesof breakingthelaw
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if caught and convicted.
However, we have a choice and
we can decide to make good
choiceswith our lives, to be law
abiding and caring individuals.
This last choice typically is the
result of parental guidance
shaping and molding lives to
behavein an acceptablemanner.
But as pointed out clearly in
Paul’s letter to the Romans,
God's laws and rules set down
by parents and society does not
make us right in God's sight.
“No one can ever be maderight
in God’ ssight by doing what the
lawcommands. For themorewe
know of God’ slaws, the clearer
it becomesthat wearen’t obeying
them; hislawsserveonlytomake
us see that we are sinners.”
(Rom. 3:20, Living Trangdlation).
Oh, you may say, “I’m not so
bad, I’ve been born again, | am
trying to do what God wants me
to do.” In al honesty, though,
are we always obeying the
bidding of the Holy Spirit? We
have been taught as Christians
how we ought to behave, yet
when someone in authority, our
parents, a teacher, or an elder
tells us to do something, do we
likeit? Let’sbe honest; do you
like being told what to do? If
your father asksyou not to go to
amovie, what doyoudo, how do
you feel? When your wife asks
you not to drive so aggressively,
do you bite your tongue and say
nothing, but inside you are
annoyed at being told how to
drive? If your elders ask you to
visit someone that isill but you
feel that person rubs you the
wrong way, what is your
response? Do you obey or come
up with some excuse? The
brethren have taught that we are
to forgive those who have
offended us. Have we done as
admonished? If we are honest

with ourselves, we find that we
often come up short. Jesussaid,
“Beyetherefore perfect, evenas
your Father which isin heaven
is perfect.” (Matt. 5:48). You
canseethestrugglethat Paul had
with his own human nature if
you read the 7" chapter of
Romans. Beginning at the 21
verse in the Living Translation
weread: “ |t seemsto beafact of
lifethat when | want to do what
isright, | inevitably do what is
wrong. %2 | love God's law with
all my heart. 2 But there is
another law at work within me
that is at war with my mind.
This law wins the fight and
makesmeaslavetothesin that
is still within me. 2 Oh, what a
miserable person | am! Who
will freemefromthislifethatis
dominated by sin? ® Thank
God! The answer is in Jesus
Christour Lord. Soyou seehow
itis: Inmymind| reallywantto
obey God’ s law, but because of
my sinful naturel amasdlaveto
sin.” It is evident that even
thoughwehavebeenbornagain,
therestill lieswithinusameasure
of the old carnal, fleshly human
nature. Wethank God that when
we accept Christ into our hearts
a process begins whereby the
old nature begins to decrease as
weyieldour livesmoreand more
to the Spirit of Christ.

Praise God that the Apostle
Paul didn't end this chapter of
Romans with the 25" verse.
Continuing from Rom. 8:1 we
read: “So now there is no
condemnation for those who
belong to Christ Jesus. 2 For the
power of the life-giving Spirit
has freed you through Christ
Jesus fromthe power of sin that
leadstodeath. * Thelawof Moses
could not saveus, becauseof our
sinful nature. But God put into
effect a different planto save us.
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He sent hisown Son in a human
body like ours, except that ours
are sinful. God destroyed sin's
control over usby giving hisSon
as a sacrifice for our sins. * He
did this so that the requirement
of the law would be fully
accomplished for us who no
longer follow our sinful nature
but instead follow the Spirit. °
Thosewho aredominated by the
sinful nature think about sinful
things, but those who are
controlled by the Holy Spirit
think about things that please
the Spirit. ¢ If your sinful nature
controls your mind, there is
death. But if the Holy Spirit
controls your mind, thereislife
andpeace.’ For thesinful nature
isalwayshostileto God. It never
didobey God’ slaws, andit never
will. ® That’ swhy those who are
still under the control of their
sinful nature can never please
God. °But youarenot controlled
by your sinful nature. You are
controlled by the Spirit if you
have the Spirit of God living in
you. (And remember that those
who do not have the Spirit of
Christ living in them are not
Chrigtiansat all.) ** Snce Christ
lives within you, even though
your body will die because of
sin, your spirit is alive because
you have been made right with
God. ¥ The Spirit of God, who
raised Jesusfromthedead, lives
in you. And just as he raised
Christ from the dead, he will
give life to your mortal body by
this same Spirit living within
you.'? So, dear brothers and
sisters, you have no obligation
whatsoever todowhat your sinful
nature urges you to do. ©® For if
you keeponfollowingit, youwill
perish. But if through the power
of the Holy Spirit you turn from
itanditsevil deeds, youwill live.
14 For all who are led by the

Spirit of God are sons of God.”

In thistext we seethat Paul is
referring to the battlethat occurs
in our MIND between obeying
our human nature and our
spiritual nature: “1n my mind |
really want to obey God's law,
but because of my sinful naturel
amadglavetosin.” (Rom. 7:25)
and: “If your sinful nature
controls your mind, there is
death. But if the Holy Spirit
controlsyour mind, thereislife
and peace.” (Rom. 8:6).

It isour mindsthat determine
what we think and what we do.
However, there is actually
warfare going on in our minds.
On the one hand, the enemy of
our soul, thedevil, isattempting
tonegatively influenceour minds
through our human nature and
on the other hand, because we
asked Christ to come into our
hearts, the Holy Spirit is ready
andwillingtohelpuschangeour
human nature into the nature of
Christ. We have to obey the
prompting of the Holy Spirit if
we are to become overcomers.
Here is an example. In the
morning when | wake up my
mind says, “It is time to get up
and get ready for work.” My
mind thinks those thoughts
because | have been taught by
my parentsthat istheresponsible
thing to do. The devil, on the
other hand, will implant in my
mind the thought; “1t'sOK, just
gobacktosleepalittlelonger. It
really doesn’t matter if you are
late for work.” Now | have to
makeachoice. | cantakecontrol
of my thoughts and get up, or |
can yield to the thought that the
devil planted in my mind and
later suffer the consequences. |If
| never pay any attention to the
devil but just get up when it is
time to get up, it isn’'t long and
the devil doesn’'t bother me on

thisissue. | havelearnedthrough
obedience to do as | should and
over timeit becomes part of my
behaviour. But understand that
it is | who decides what | am
going to do, obey or disobey,
accordingtothedecisions| make
in my mind. Therefore, it ismy
mind that directsme. “ For ashe
thinks in his heart, so is he.”
(Prov. 23:7).

Tobeanovercomer, therefore,
we must conquer our mind.

HOW DO WE BECOME
AN OVERCOMER?

As previoudly stated, if we
conquer our mind by totally
yielding our thoughtstotheHoly
Spirit, then we will become an
overcomer and inherit ALL the
many promisesthat God hasfor
us. Paul uses very strong
language for dealing with the
human nature. Look again at
Romans 8:13 inthe KJV. “ For
if you live after the flesh (our
human nature), ye shall die: but
if through the Spirit do mortify
thedeedsof thebody (our human
nature), yeshall live.” Theword
mortify means to put to death.
Thisindicatesthat if we put our
human nature to death it will no
longer be able to influence our
behaviour.

There has been alot said and
written about “dying to self.”
Onescripturethat isoften quoted
when ministering onthissubject
is found in John 12:24-25,
“Verily, verily, 1 say unto you,
Except a corn of wheat fall into
the ground and die, it abideth
alone: but if it die, it bringeth
forthmuch fruit. “Hethat loveth
hislife shall loseit; and he that
hateth hislifein thisworld shall
keep it unto life eternal.” Let
thisberephrased by saying; “He
that loveshishuman nature shall
losehislifeand hethat hateth his
human naturein thisworld shall



live forever.” Or we can
paraphrase this scripture in this
way: “He that wants his own
way shall losehislife but hethat
is willing to give up his own
way, shall have eterna life.”
What Christ isexplicitly saying
isthat we need to redly dislike
our humancarnal nature, our self-
life, our ownway and bewilling
to let it die and then let the void
left by the departing self-life be
filled with the Spirit of Christ.
“ But ye are not in the flesh, but
in the Spirit, if so be that the
Spirit of God dwell in you.”
(Rom. 8:9). Glory to God, OH
HALLELUJAH!

TheBible speaksof “ putting
on Christ,” (Rom. 13:14);
“Christbeingformedinus,” (Gal.
4:19);

“ coming to have the mind of
Christ,” (I Cor. 2:16); “ let this
same mind be in you which was
in Christ Jesus,” (Phil. 2:9).

Dear saintsof God, thechoice
isbeforeus, wecaneither choose
to live by the dictates of our
human nature or we can ask
Christto help usyield our minds
to the moving of the Holy Spirit
that abides within us. “For as
many as are led by the Spirit of
God, they are the sons of God.”
(Rom. 8:14).

There are four, practical,
foundation truths that the
apostolic brethren have
ministered on since the move of
the Spirit began and the
importance of thesetruthsto the
realization of beinganovercomer
cannot be over emphasized.
They are:

1. BIBLE READING

The Word of God, the Bible,
was written for a purpose. Itis
not to be placed on a shelf to
gather dust. We need to read it
prayerfully every day. “Thyword
is a lamp unto my feet, and a
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light wunto my path.”
(Ps.119:105). Theword of God
is an amazing book in that it
provides practical direction on
how to liveaGodly life. Inthis
ONE book, advice is provided
on every aspect of our lives.
You can learn from the Bible
how to raise children, how to
treat others(includingwivesand
husbands), how to deal with
conflict, how to handle your
finances and even how to find a
spouse. If we pay attention and
heed the advice and admonition
writteninthe Bible, it will keep
us from sinning against God.
“Thy word have | hid in mine
heart, that | might not sinagainst
thee.” (Ps.119:11). Paul wrote
thisto Timothy: “Sudy to show
thyself approved unto God, a
workman that needeth not to be
ashamed, rightly dividing the
wordof truth.” (2Tim. 2:15). In
this day and age, many are
striving to find the “truth.” If
you read God’s word you will
findthetruth. Jesussaid: “ | am
theway, thetruth, and thelife.”
(John 14:6).

If you have not been reading
theBibleonaregular basis, here
areafew suggestions. Begin by
reading two or three chapters
every day starting with the book
of Luke, next read the book of
Acts and then read the book of
John. Thesereadingsprovidea
chronological summary of the
life of Christ, the early apostles
andtheestablishment of thefirst
local Church. Set aside one
month to read the 31 chapters of
thebook of Proverbs, onechapter
a day in several different
tranglations and read it at least
onceayear. If youneedaliftin
your spirit read Psalms. If you
have been given the gift of
prophecy, read the books of the
prophets; lIsaiah, Jeremiah,

Daniel and Joel, for example.

Itisagood ideato keep notes
as you read your Bible. Also
keep a selection of coloured
pencils available to highlight
scripturesthat stand out for you.
By keeping notes you will be
able to look back and see that
you havebeenreadingyour Bible
and there will be a blessing in
thisaswell. “So shall my word
be that goeth forth out of my
mouth: it shall not return unto
mevoid, but it shall accomplish
that which | please, and it shall
prosper in the thing whereto |
sentit.” (Is.55:11). Inaddition,
there are aids avail able that will
take you through the Bible in
oneyear.

Learn to treasure your Bible,
itwill help youtowalk aChrist-
likelife.

2. CHURCH
ATTENDANCE

Regular Church attendanceis
an essentia part of our Christian
walk, essential because you
cannot progressinyour spiritual
walk without being part of alocal
Church. Therearecircumstances
where you may not be able to
attend and thiswill be addressed
later. If you live near where a
local Church meetsyou need to
be there for two reasons. First,
you are a vital and particular
member of the Body of Christ,
which is His Church, and
everyone needs your ministry.
Second, you can not stand alone
and stay spiritually aliveoutside
of the Body of Christ. Any part
of your body will dieif removed
from your body. Your hand
needs all the other parts of your
body inorder tostay alive, hence
you need the ministry of every
other person in the Body of
Christ. You need to hear God
speak through prophecy,
teaching, exhortation and
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singing. This is God’'s
nourishmentanditwill keepyou
spiritually aliveif you are there
to partake of it. Paul wrote:
“Now you are the body of
Christ, and members in
particular.” (1 Cor.12:27,
NKJV). As well as being fed
spiritual nourishment, you are
required to be an active,
participating member of thelocal
assembly. You do this by
standing ready to contributewhat
God has laid on your heart
according to the gifts and
ministry given to you by the
laying on of the hands of the
apostolicbrethren. Asamember
of the Body of Christ, you can
not bealoner, arecluse; you are
part of abody, the Body of Jesus
Christ. Heisthe head and you
are a particular part within the
Body. You are joined together
to the Head and the other
members of the Body of Christ
by onespirit, the Spirit of Christ.
“For by one Spirit we were all
bapti zedinto onebody—whether
Jews or Greeks, whether slaves
or free—and haveall been made
to drink into one Spirit. *For in
fact the body is not one member
but many.” (1 Cor. 12:13-14).
In our home, it was never an
issuewhether wewent to Church
or not. We were always there
unless we were sick or away.
You may not have this
background and perhapsstruggle
with Church attendance. Heed
the voice of the Holy Spirit and
do as prompted. Get up early
enough on Sunday mornings so
that you can be in Church well
before the meeting starts.
Remember, you arethe onewho
chooses what you are going to
doandyoucandetermineinyour
heart and mind to follow God’'s
plan. Godwill rewardyouforit.
“ Andlet usconsider oneanother

inorder tostir up loveand good
works, _not forsaking the
assembling of ourselves
together, as is the manner of
some, but exhorting oneanother,
and so much themoreasyou see
the Day approaching.” (Heb.
10:24-25, NKJV).

Now a short word to those
who are unableto attend alocal
Church. You may be a senior
who no longer is ableto get out,
or you may havesomedisability
that doesnot allow you to attend
Church. God knows your
situation and knows your heart.
Heknowsthat youwould liketo
attend. There is no doubt that
many of our seniors who are
unable to attend our local
servicesarefulfilling therole of
praying for us while we are
gathering. God's blessing is
upon you dear saints. We
treasure your prayers and your
faithfulness.

Someliveinareaswherethere
isno local Church. Jesus said:
“For where two or three are
gathered together in my name,
theream| inthe midst of them.”
(Matt. 18:20). If youareonly a
family, you areamicro Church.
Gather your family together
every Sunday morning at a set
timeand have Church. It should
be atime of praise and worship,
sharing God’ sword; singingand
allowing everyone time to
contribute in some manner.
Don’t be afraid to invite a
neighbour or friend who shows
interest in the moving of the
Holy Spirit. Many local
Churches have been established
in this manner.

If you are alone, set Sundays
aside asthe Lord s day.

“Remember the sabbath day,
to keep it holy.” (Ex. 20:8).
Reserve a special time each
Sunday to wait on the Lord and

read the Word or God or the
Sharon Star. One suggestion is
to listen to summer camp
meetings on Sundays. Most
summer camp meetings are
recorded and available for a
nominal cost as cassette tapesor
on CD in MP3 format. In this
way you can bask inthe moving
of the Holy Spirit and be kept
abreast of the teachings of the
brethren.

Asafinal noteonthissubject,
personal and family devotions,
whichincludeprayer andreading
God's word, are necessary for
everyone. It isin this way we
prepare our hearts to be in the
Spirit on Sundays and ready to
minister if called upon by the
Holy Spirit.

3. TITHING

Tithing isaspiritual law, just
likegravity isauniversal law. If
youdrop anobjectthatisheavier
thanair it will fall to theground.
Likewise, whenyoutithe, God's
blessings will fall upon you.

“ Bringall thetithes(thewhole
tenth of your income) into the
storehouse, that there may be
food in My house, and prove Me
now by it, saysthe Lord of hosts,
if I will not open the windows of
heaven for you and pour you out
ablessing, that thereshall not be
room enough to receive it.”

(Mal. 3:10, Amplified
Version). Long before the laws
of Mosesweregiven, tithingwas
practised by Abraham. High
Priestswere commanded to take
tithes of the people according to
the law. Abraham gave a tenth
of hisincrease to Melchizedek,
the High Priest of Salem. See
Genesis 14:17-30 and Hebrews
7:1-5.

Onepoint shouldbevery clear,

TITHING ISNOT AN
OPTION, IT ISA
COMMANDMENT OF GOD!



Bro. Peter Siemens once
ministered on tithing and said,;
“If you don't tithe, it won’t be
longbeforenothingwill goright.
You'll never seem to have
enough money to pay your bills.
Your car will break down, you
may even loose your job and be
sick moreoften, etc, etc.” 1f you
doubt thisstatement just ask your
local elders. They will have
witnessed these kinds of things
happening to those who have
been dack in tithing. Many
peoplehavemissedthisprecious
way becausethey wereunwilling
or were slack to tithe!

Tithing is so simple. When
you receive your paycheck,
hold back 10% of your gross
income and put it in an
envelope. The next Sunday
bring your tithe to Church and
deposit it inthe offering. This
isan open sign to God of your
obedience and it will not be
forgotten. If you do not attend
alocal Church, mail your tithes
to your home Church or the
local Church closest to you.
“Give, and you will receive.
Your gift will returntoyouin
full—pressed down, shaken
together to make room for
more, running over, and
poured into your lap. The
amount you give will
determinetheamount you get
back.” (Luke6:38). Asalast
note on thissubject, remember
it does not pay to be stingy in
giving beyond your tithes.
“ Every man according as he
purposeth in his heart, so let
himgive; not grudgingly, or of
necessity: for God loveth a
cheerful giver.” (2 Cor. 9:7).

4. PRAYER

The Oxford dictionary
defines prayer as; “a solemn
request or thanksgivingto God,
coming from the root word
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“pray” meaning to make
devotesupplication, toentreat,
beseech or ask.” Thisispartly
trueif welimit our prayer life
to simply asking for God's
help. However, a more
encompassing meaningis, “to
communicate with God.”
Prayer should be a two-way
communication where we
entreat God to listen to our
hearts’ requests, cries and
supplications but also where
we listen to the voice of God
as He makes Himself real to
our hearts through our spirit.

A long lasting, happy,
intimate and fulfilling
marriage only results when
couples communicate and
spend time with each other on
a frequent basis. By
communicating | mean full
open, sincere, mature
dialogue. Spendingtimewith
each other, | mean, spending
guality timetogether ALONE.
Likewiseif weregularly make
time to talk and listen to God
in a similar manner we can
expect to develop avery close
relationship to Him.

The Bible indicates that we
are ableto pray ontwo levels:
one by our native language
and the other by our spirit,
what the scripturesrefer to as
“speaking in tongues.” Paul
wrotein 1 Cor. 14:15: “ What
isit then? | will pray with the
spirit, and | will pray with the
under standing also: | will sing
with the spirit, and | will sing
with the under standing also.”
Then in verse 18, Paul makes
this statement: “I thank my
God, | speak with tongues
morethanyeall.” Inversel4,
Paul explained that when he
prayedintheunknowntongue,
his spirit prayed. If you have
beenfilledwiththeHoly Ghost

it is imperative that you
communicate in the spirit for
itisanasset that God hasgiven
you. “ Andthey wereall filled
withthe Holy Ghost, and began
to speak with other tongues,
as the Spirit gave them
utterance.” (Acts 2:4).
Obviously the Apostle Paul
thought it was sufficiently
important or hewouldn’t have
mentioned it and one only has
tolook at hislife and writings
to see that God was with him
in amost miraculous way. If
Paul felt the need to speak in
other tongues, how muchmore
should we. Let us not forget
that this is the move of Holy
Spirit. If we desire to flow
along in the moving of the
Holy Spirit, then we must be
in the Spirit. Speaking in
tongues on adaily basis helps
us to become sensitive to
God’ s Spirit.

Inclosing, if weallow these
four foundational truths to
become part of your lives, we
will automatically begin to
bear spiritual fruitand thiswill
ultimately result in becoming
an overcomer. Any Christian
who strivesto go on with God
and puts these practical truths
to practice will not be left
behind.

As previously mentioned,
the Bible speaks about:
“putting on Christ,” “Christ
being formed in us,” “coming
to have the mind of Christ,”
“let this same mind be in you
which was in Christ Jesus.”
To becomean overcomer let
us be overcome with Christ.
With the help of the Holy
Spirit, let us determine in our
hearts and our minds to heed
what God is saying to the
Church in this hour and strive
to be overcomers.
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In John 18:36 (NIV) it says,
“Jesussaid, ‘ My kingdomisnot
of this world. If it were, my
servants would fight to prevent
my arrest by the Jews. But now
my kingdom is from another
place.” ‘You are a king, then!’
said Pilate. Jesus answered,
‘You areright in saying | am a
king. In fact, for this reason |
was born, and for this | came
into the world, to testify to the
truth. Everyone on the side of
truthlistenstome.”” Inverse 38
Pilateasks, “Whatistruth?” We
live in aworld today in which
many people have no ideawhat
truthis. It’ saninteresting thing
that Jesus, when He was
speaking here, didn’t say that
Hecametodiefor our sinsor to
save us from eternal death,
although all that is true. He
said, “...for this reason | was
born, andfor this[reason] | came
into the world, to testify to the
truth...” Thenext sentencesays,
“...Everyoneonthesideof truth
listensto me.” What does that
phraseindicatetous? Thereare
other sidesthanthesideof truth,
andtherearepeopleliningupin
all of thesedifferent sidestoday.

My wife and | had an
opportunity to attend a short
seminar recently that was
sponsored by Focus on the
Family, called The Truth
Project.

The Truth Project has been
put together for home settings
for people to bring in friends
and neighbours and go through
aseries of studieson truth. It's
sad to know that there are so

Truth

By David L uff

many people in the world who
don’tknow thetruth. Il Cor.4:4
says, “The god of this age has
blinded themindsof unbelievers
so that they cannot seethelight
of the gospel of the glory of
Christ, who is the image of
God.” Therearesomany people
out therewhoseeyesareblinded,
and they cannot see the truth.
There is a tremendous need in
thishour for peopleto know the
truth. Jesussaid, “1 amtheway,
the truth, and the life. No man
comethtothe Father but by me”
(John 14:6). Young people, if
someoneweretoask you, “What
istruth?’ what would you say?
Jesusistruth because Jesussay's,
“l amtheway, thetruth, and the
life”  But even in a more
practical, everyday way, what
istruth? Truthisreality. It sthe
way things really are. It's the
way that things are designed to
work.

Brother Andy Snoke was
sharingwithmealittlebit about
their ministry to the Africans
concerningthe AIDSepidemic.
It was amazing how simple the
teachingwas. onehusband, one
wife, for life, no AIDS. One
husband, one wife, for life, no
AIDS. Simple, isn'tit? That's
the truth of God. Yet most of
the world is living in insanity.
Do you know what insanity is?
It' sabreak withreality. It’snot
being ableto seereality for what
itreallyis. Thereisnot onearea
inlife, no direction that we can
go, whether it’s in the area of
religion, whether it’sinthearea
of education, palitics, sociology,

government, our social life, etc.
to which the Word of God has
not spoken. There is not one
single areathat thetruth of God
has not been made knownto us.

John 17:17 says, “Sanctify
them by the truth; your word is
truth.” Thisisavery clear and
straightforward statement. The
word of Jesus Christ, inspired
by theHoly Spirit, flowingfrom
thefountai nhead of wisdom, the
Lord God Almighty, istruth. If
we are not walking in the truth,
there will be negative
consequences. The very thing
that the African people are
plagued with and wein thewest
are beginning to feel theimpact
of, isthe break from the reality
of one husband, one wife, for
life,noAIDS. Inthe Sermonon
the Mount Jesus says over and
over, “It has been said of them
of oldtime, thou shalt [do or not
do so and so], but | say unto
you...” He said, “It has been
said by them of old time, Thou
shalt not commit adultery:

But | say unto you, that any
man that looketh onawomanto
lust after her has committed
adultery with her already in his
heart” (Matthew 5:27-28).
Many times the enemy of our
souls whispers the same thing
into our earsthat hedid into the
ears of Eveinthe garden. The
first thing he asked, “Hath God
said...?” (Genesis 3:1). That
guestion got Eve’'s mind off of
God and thinking about
something good that God was
withholding fromher: knowing
good and evil. The next thing



he said to her was, “ Thou shalt
not surely die...” (Genesis3:4).
How many times, even in the
lives of Christians, does the
enemy whisper in our ears
concerning aninstructiongiven
to us by God in His Word?
“Could God really have meant
that literally for me? Surely He
couldn’t havereally meant that
the way it sounds.” Then we
read that God saidif youviolate
my command here, thou shalt
surely die. But the enemy
whispers in people’'s ears and
says, thou shalt not surely die.
The enemy of our souls is the
father of lies. Heistheauthor of
the law of sin and death. The
fruit of obeying the law of sin
and death is what? Sin and
death! Thefruit of obeying the
law of the Spirit of lifein Christ
Jesus is the fruit of the Spirit:
love, joy, peace, patience,
goodness, kindness, faith,
meekness, and self-control.

Itissoimportant that weknow
the truth and allow the truth to
set usfree. | hopethat in every
camp meeting, and every
meeting of our local assemblies
the truth will be proclaimed in
every song we sing, in every
prophecy that is given by the
Spirit, in every song sung inthe
Spirit, and in every message
given from the Word.

For the truth iswhat sets us
free. | read something the other
day whereaman said he’ sbeen
a Christian for 20 years and he
had been aprisoner for 20 years
not realizing that the doors of
the prison cell were already
open. | long today for all of us
to know beyond a shadow of a
doubt that the authority that has
been established under the law
of sin and death by the enemy
has been broken for us. We no
longer have to live under that
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authority, but it isour choice of
what we're going to do.

In the book of Colossians,
(I’'mamazed at how much of the
scriptureiswrittento Christians.
Sometimes, | think people read
a lot of these things and think
it’sabout the unsaved. It snot!
Thisis speaking to Christians),
in the second chapter and the
eighth verse it says, “See to it
that no one takes you captive
through hollow and deceptive
philosophy, which depend on
human tradition and the basic
principles of this world rather
than on Christ.” The very
context of this statement seems
to say to methat it’ spossibleto
betaken captive. It'sawarning
to us as Christians not to be
taken captive by these things.
We don’'t have to be taken
captive by these “...hollow and
deceptive philosophies, which
depend on human tradition and
thebasic principlesof thisworld
rather than on Christ.” Weneed
to gird our loins and make sure
that our minds stay active to
listen to the voice of the Holy
Spirit as He speaksto us. The
Holy Spirit speakstoour spirits.
The way God communicates
with us is through our spirits
and it is by our spirits that we
know the things of God. It is
with our mindsthat we cometo
understand the things of God
and then we can communicate
thosethingsto other peopleand
be ablessing to other people. It
isby theHoly Spirit speakingto
our quickened spirits that the
thingsof God arerevealed to us
andweneedtolearntolistento
the voice of the Spirit. | think
about the number of times my
parentswouldtalk tomeand|’d
bedoing somethingelseand |’ d
hear themsay, “LISTEN tome!”
“Listen to me.” 1'd sgquare up

and start paying attention. 1'd
look them in the eye and focus
on what they were saying.
We've got to learn to listen to
the Holy Spirit as He speaks to
us, as He speaks to our spirits.
We must learn to differentiate
between that banging that goes
on in our heads and our minds
fromtimetotimeand just listen
to that still, small voice of the
Holy Spirit. | likethat scripture
that speaksabout when God was
going to communicate with
Elijah. First cameafire, thenan
earthquake, then a great wind,
but God wasn'’t in these things.
But then the still small voice.
We haveto be quiet to listen to
thevoiceof God asHespeaksto
usandasHerevea sand unfolds
to usthe truth, the things of the
eternal. Jesussaid, “Now thisis
eternal life: that they may know
you, theonly trueGod, and Jesus
Christ, whom you have sent”
(John 17:3). That’ seternd life.
It's more than length of life; it
also speaksof thequality of life.

There is one more scripture
that | would like to share that |
heard ministered at that little
two-day conferencewewent to.
It's from the sixth chapter of
Isaiah. “In the year that King
Uzziah died, | saw the Lord
seated on a throne, high and
exalted, and thetrain of hisrobe
filled the temple. Above him
were seraphs, each with six
wings. With two wings they
covered their faces, with two
they coveredtheir feet, andwith
two they were flying. And they
were calling to one another:
‘Holy, holy, holy isthe LORD
Almighty; the whole earth is
full of hisglory.” At the sound
of their voices the doorposts
and thresholds shook and the
temple was filled with smoke.
‘Woe to me!” | cried. ‘I am
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ruined! For I am a man of
uncleanlips, and | liveamong a
people of unclean lips, and my
eyes have seen the King, the
LORD Almighty’” (Isaiah 6:1-
5). What happenswhenwelook
into the face of God? What's
thefirstthingthat happens? We
areawareof our ownsinfulness,
our ownunworthiness! What's
the second thing that we're
aware of? His Glory! We're
also aware that we're in good
company, aren’t we? Wedwell
among apeopleof uncleanlips,
but Hesaysour eyeshavebeheld
the Lord.

“Then oneof theseraphsflew
to me with a live coa in his
hand, which he had taken with
tongs from the altar. With it he
touched my mouth and said,
‘ See, thishastouched your lips;
your guilt is taken away and

your sin atoned for.” Then |
heard the voice of the Lord
saying, ‘Whom shall | send?
And who will goforus? And |
said, ‘Here am |. Send me!’”
(Isaiah 6:6-8). What’ sthethird
thing that happenswhenwel ook
into the face of God? He
prepares us, He quickens our
hearts to go forth and minister,
minister the gift that God has
givenusby theHoly Spirit, step
in and fulfill the ministry that
hasbeen giventousby theHoly
Spirit. Let usnot neglect these
things, which were so
wonderfully imparted to us.
They were not meant just to
tickle our minds or to educate
us or make us smarter. These
gifts of the Holy Spirit and
ministriesweregivento ustobe
ableto build up the Church, the
Body of Christ. | hope that in

Youth Retreat ........ccccouu......

DATES OF

IMPORTANCE

Camp North Battleford ............cccooevennnens July 1 - 8, 2007
North Carolina Summer Camp............. July 22 - 28, 2007
Pinelow Summer Family Camp............. Aug. 6 - 12, 2007

Trinidad West Indies Camp ..
Trinidad Young People's Camp ........... Aug. 14 - 17, 2007
Hidden Acres.........ccccevueneen.
Park Valley ........cccooveieennenn,
WInKIer ...
Minden Meetings...................

................... Aug. 6-12, 2007

....... Aug. 31 - Sept. 3, 2007
....... Aug. 31 - Sept. 3, 2007
....... Aug. 31 - Sept. 3, 2007
.............. Sept. 28 - 30, 2007
New Jersey Camp .....cccocoeeveeerirennenns
Pinelow Family Camp .........ccccocevevvinennn. Nov. 9-12, 2007

North Battleford New Year's
Dec. 28, 2007 - Jan. 1, 2008

Oct. 26 - 28, 2007

various respects all of us will
somehow seethefaceof Godin
a deeper and different way
perhaps then we ever have
before. It will lead us to an
attitude of repentance, to know
that we are people who have
sinned and come short of the
glory of God. That doesn’t mean
that we're not on the way and
that God hasn’t donewonderful
things for us by His Spirit. He
has, and we're on the way and
we're thankful for that. But
there is nothing wrong with
having a broken and contrite
heart, because God wantstotake
uson. Hedoesn't want usto be
satisfied withwhereweare. As
| said, we are in good company
and we want to pray and lift
each other up and overlook the
weaknessesin othersfor we all
have them. Then when God
says He wants to use us, in
whatever way He desires, we
cansay, “Lord, heream I, send
me.” Totry todo that without
really coming face to face with
the Lord God, we'd just be
gritting our teeth and trying to
do it in our own strength and it
just won't work. That’'s what
the world is trying to do. It's
trying to do everything in it's
ownclevernessand strength and
it’ sjust making amessof things.
The only way that we can enter
inand seethethingsof theglory
of God come about is to have
that face-to-face interaction
with the Lord God personally.
Thesedaysappear tobedrawing
toaclose. It would seem the
cup of iniquity couldn’'t get
much more full than it is, but
only God knows these things.
It's a time for us to be sober.
It' satimefor usto—asayoung
man said at our young people’'s
meeting — “Pull up your socks
and get with it.” Praise God!



OurfirstvisittothePricehome
was in 1954 while passing
through Kimberley and
Marysville B.C., a visit | shall
never forget. We had such ade-
lightful time of fellowship with
Gilbert and Esther during and
after dinner, and spent the night
asguestsintheir home. It taught
me the real value of Christian
Fellowship and the Bond that
exists in the Body of Christ. |
foundthat onecould never spend
an evening or an hour or two
with this remarkable “Man of
God”, without having learned
some valuable spiritual lesson.
Heshared fromthewealth of his
own experience with the Lord
and nuggets of Truth from the
Word of God. More often than
not, drawn from the little things
experienced indaily living. He
wasavery good conversational -
ist in both talking and listening.
Heawaysspokewith animpec-
cable honesty. He found it very
hard to lead a worship service
without tears of joy flowing
down his cheeks.

Gilbert was a friend that one
always knew where you stood
with him. One had to look long
to find an Elder or Ministry that
loved God, hiscongregationand
family more. | know | speak for
many when| say our liveswere
greatly enriched by hisacquain-
tance. We were privileged to
have him onthe Board of Direc-
tors and Travelling Ministry of
Global Missionsfor thelast few
years of his Life. His contribu-
tionwasawaysgreatly appreci-
ated by all the Brethren.

We were able to visit with
Gilbert and Esther a few times
where they lived in the Nursing
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“A Good & Faithful Servant”

home. Each time, his greeting
would always be the same, “Oh
Brother thisisawonderful hour”,
Hishope and expectationsof the
coming of the Kingdom of God
never dimmed, but rather

GILBERT PRICE
February 19, 2007

strengthened with years regard-
less of his deteriating health,
about which he never com-
plained. Hewasfar too taken up
with the glory and privilege of
his walk with God. He lived so
closetothat realmit’ snowonder
he talked so much about it.

His faithful influence in the
Nursing home was remarkable.
Hewas often asked to come and
pray for someone in the home,
who was not doing so well.

His ministry just never
stopped. Heawayslooked at the
positive side of the each situa-
tion, not just turning ablind eye
on things that needed attention,
but never critical especially of
another person. Hewill begreatly
missed by usall. So,“ Until Then”
the memory of his singing, gui-
tar and violin playing, minister-

ing the Word of God and rich
fellowship, will alsoremainwith
usasablessing strength. Hislife
reminded me of the scripturein
thePsalms119:165.” Great peace
have they which love Thy Law;
and nothing shall offend them”
“ Andtheworld passeth away,
and the lust thereof; but he who
doeth the Will of God abideth
forever”.1 John 2:17.

Bro. Merv Smith

PAMPHLETS
AVAILABLE:

The Present Move Of God

The Baptism Of The Holy Spirit
You Are Loved

Growing In Christ

Born From Above

Honor The Lord With Thy
Substance

A Word To The Wise

Sexual Intimacy

A Testimony - M. Sundbo

BOOKLETS
AVAILABLE:

* Move Of The Spirit Of God

* Sons And Sonship

* The Revival And Outpouring Of The
Holy Spirit in 1948

* The Feast Of Tabernacles

* The Church

* The Nine Gifts Of The Spirit

* Government

* Submission And Headship In The
Christian Marriage

RADIO BROADCASTS

BARBADOS:
Sharon Gospel Hour. Station CBC.
Every Sunday morning
8:45 am - 9:15 am

ANTIGUA:
Sharon Gospel Hour. Station ZDK.
Every Sunday morning
6:30 am - 7:00 am

TRINIDAD:
Inspiration Radio Gospel of the Kingdom
Medium band 730 MHZ
Every Monday evening
9:30 pm - 10:00 pm
All Donations to the Radio Broadcasts

should be made to: Global Missions Inc.
Box 934, North Battleford, SK S9A 2Z3
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A Call to the Body of Christ

to Prayer and Fasting
June 3 through June 9

Dear Members
of the Body of Chrigt,

TheChurchwhichisHisBody
faces many serious challenges
in this hour in which we live.
Theenemy of our soulsiscoming
against the Church with al the
strength and power he hasat his
disposal. Inour gatheringbefore
the Feast of 2007, there were a
number of things that were
weighing heavily on the hearts
of the Brethren concerning the
Church. Among them were as
follows:

e There are many saintsin our
midst who are suffering with
serious health issues and are
inneed of areal healingtouch
from the Great Physician
(Isaiah 53:5, Matthew 4:23).

* Theenemy isseekingwithall
his might to separate us by
attacking our unity as a
corporate body of believers.
This is happening in
marriages, in local
assemblies, and among
brethren in other parts of the
world (Ephesians 4:3-6,
Psalms 133).

» Worldliness continues to
makeinroadsinto the Church
all over the world but
particularly so in North
America where there are so
many things to divert our
focus away from the pursuit
of holiness (1 John 2:15-17,
Hebrews 12:14).

However, Jesussaid, “...upon

thisrock I will build my Church
and the gates of hell shall not
prevail against it.” (Matthew
16:18). For thiswe praise God.
Even though the final outcome
Is sure, in the meantime, God
requires us to do what He has
called usto do.

In times of crisis and major
challenges, the people of God
have come together to fast and
pray and seek thewill of God as
acorporate body. The Brethren
are asking that the week of June
3, through June9, be set asideby
the Church worldwide asatime
of fasting and prayer with
particular emphasisontheissues
stated above. Aswe fast from
physical food, let us aso heed
the admonition in Isaiah 58:6-
12. God has called usto “rend
our heart and not our garments’
(Joel 2:13).

May this be a time that we
draw together as one and seek
the will of God for the Church.

God blessyou all,
The Brethren

'‘Bro. Frank Paterson wrotean
article on Fasting in the March/
April 2004 issue of the Sharon
Star. Bro. Ewald Wanagas aso
wrote on Prayer and Fasting in
the March/April 2002 issue. It
would be good for you to locate
these “ Stars” and review. Both
articles can be read online at

www.thesharonstar.org
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