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Discipleship And The Cross

Taken from a tape:

I have to confess to you that this is a
new experience for me, speaking to
Elders and Deacons. [ have to admit it is
a bit intimidating. Ithought of a story I
heard Bro. Billy Graham tell atthe Kansas
City crusade this past week or so. He
said that there was a man who lived in
Pennsylvania who endured the
Jonestown flood. He spent the last years
of his life touring and telling people
about the horrendous Jonestown flood
and he was quite an expertonit. He died;
the Lord took him home and when he got
to heaven St. Peter asked him, “What
would you like to do while you’re here.”
And he said, “Well, I’ve spent a good
deal of time speaking on the subject of
the great Jonestown flood.” Then he
said, “ITwouldn’tmind speakingto people
up here about it.” Well St. Peter said,
“That would be fine, but I need to warn
you, Noah is in the audience.”

Sothat’ salittlebittheway | feel. Bro.
Paterson called me several weeks ago
and said that the topic for this session
wouldbePractical ChristianLiving. As
| thought about that, | thought, “ That’ sa
wonderful topic.” It' ssomethingthat we
all should beinterestedin. Now | got to
thinking: what isit about the teachings
of our Lord that aren’t practical?
Everything that comes from the mouth
of our Lord can beappliedinapractical
way.

The name of my topic, if you would
giveitatitle, would be Discipleshipand
the Cross. I'm amazed at the way that
the ministering that has aready come
forth, hasbeen so closeto thethingsthat
the Lord has been putting on my heart.
At first you get alittle nervous, but then

By David Luff

after awhileit beginstosink inthat there
isaconfirmationabout thethingsthat the
Holy Spirit wantsto do and to say to us
in this particular hour. You will hear
somethingsthat you have dready heard
before, but to repeat someof thesethings
isokay.

If you want to turn to the Gospel of
Luke, we regoingtoreadthreescriptures
there and then one in the Gospel of
Matthew. ThefirstisLuke 9:23 and it
says, “And He said to them al, if any
man will come after me, let him deny
himself, and take up hiscrossdaily, and
follow me.” Then next is Luke 14:25-
27: “And there went great multitudes
with him: and he turned, and said to
them, ‘If any man cometo me, and hate
not hisfather, and mother, and wife, and
children, and brethren, and sisters, yea,
and his own life also, he cannot be my
disciple’” Luke 14:33: “So likewise,
whosoever he be of you that forsaketh
not al that he hath, he cannot be my
disciple” AndinMatthew 16:25: “For
whosoever will savehislifeshal loseit:
and whosoever will lose hislife for my
sakeshall findit.” Inthat first scripture
that weread, it' savery interesting thing
that Jesus said, “If any man will come
after me, he must deny himself and take
up hiscrossdaily, and follow me.” Not
onetime, not twice, not ten times, not a
hundred or athousand, but every single
day, if we are to be adisciple. And a
discipleiswhat? A discipleisonewho
followsclosdlyinthefootstepsof another.
If we are to be His disciples, then we
must take up the cross daily and follow
Him. The taking up of the cross daily
speaks to us of a progressive thing. A
thing that has to be done over and over

and over and over again. The next
scripture that | thought was interesting
were the scriptures in Luke 14:25-27.
Thepicturethat | get hereas| visualize
this, is that Jesus, at the height of his
ministry, hasatremendousfollowing of
people. Perhaps because he fed them
withtheloavesandthefishes. Perhapsit
was the good news being spoken to the
poor. Perhaps it was the perceived
promise of deliverance from the
oppression of the Roman Empire. |
don’t know what al, maybe al of the
above, but there was a tremendous
following of people. Inthe naturdl, if it
were us, we would look at that and we
would probably say, “lsn’'t that a
tremendous thing. We must be doing
everythingrighttohavethesemultitudes
following us.” Today in Christendom
that is the indication of a successful
ministry: if you have a following of
great multitudes. But listen to what
Jesus did when he saw the multitudes
following Him in these great numbers.
Heturned tothem and it wasjust like he
was saying, “ Y ou know, we' ve got lots
of folkshere, but you need to understand
something. If you really want to be my
disciple, then, relative of your affection
for me, it'samost got to be like hatred
for wife and children and mother and
father and brothersand sisters.” A very
differentiating statement. Jesus was
obvioudy notinterestedingreat numbers.
He was not interested in just attracting
hugemultitudes, but hewasinterestedin
those who truly intended and wanted to
follow him. I’ll bet you therewerealot
of peoplewho dropped off after that. He
also saidthat to be hisdisciplewehad to
bewilling to forsake everything that we
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have. A lot of times we think we're
willingtodothat, but everyday wecome
up against something that he may ask us
to give up and it seems hard to do. He
even goes on the clincher and says,
“...whosoever will save hislifewill lose
it. But whosoever is willing to lose his
lifefor my sakewill find it.” (Matthew
16:25)

Our assembly in Kingsport is very
smal. It'sawaysbeenvery smal. It's
been larger thenitisnow but itissmall.
There was alittle church that started in
the County high schoal. It's about two
miles from our home. It wasn't very
long beforethey weretoobigfor thehigh
school building so they bought property
and built ahugebuilding. Itwasn'tlong
after that they got sobigthey hadtobuild
another, even bigger building in behind
that one. Thisisacongregation that is
attractive based on: come as you are,
refreshments, bands, worship leaders,
all of these things. (And | understand
why they do these things.) They have
tremendouscongregation. They haveto
have multiple services on Sunday and
they also have one on Saturday night.
Recently we got amailing - alittle card
that was sent out by the church - it just
wenttoall thepeopleintheloca area. It
wastitled:

TenReasonsTo Attend Our Saturday
Night Worship Service. Thefirst reason
was, and | can’'t remember them al, but
it went likethis: thealarmclock isbad
and the pillow feels good. That was
addressing Sunday morning. The other
thing was: there’ s no cover charge for
the band. The third thing was. the
children are already dressed and there
wassomething about rerunson Saturday
night TV notbeingvery goodorwhatever
itwas. Asmy wifeand | looked at that
card we both were hit with the same
thing: theL ordsnamewasnot mentioned
onetime. Not onetime. | thought about
these scriptures and | wondered what
would happen if you sent out a mailing
with these four scriptures on there and
said, “We would invite you to come to
our service because we're going to
encourage you to lose your life for the
sake of Jesus.” Wewon't have to have
too big a building to house the people
that would come. | know that it’salittle
bit comical butit’ saseriousthing. Now
| do understand. | know why they're
doingit, but thisis the secularization of
thechurch. Itisnot what God hascalled
usto. Bro. Merv Sundbo hastalkedtous
anumber of times and he mentioned it

againthismorningthat Godhascalledus
to befaithful to the calling that we have.

One of our Elders, Jim Griffith, just
celebrated hisninetieth birthday. Hehas
decided that heis past driving. So | go
and pick him up on Sunday mornings
and bring him to church. Ontheway |
havetogoby thischurchthat | just talked
toyou about. There’ sadeputy out there
directingtraffic becausethere’ ssomuch
traffic. | gobythereand| askedtheL ord,
“Lord, why is that? We've been here
meeting for thirty-someyearsandwe' re
just real small.” You know what the
Lordsaidtome? Hedidn’t say anything
to me. He didn't answer that question
but that isbecause | know the answer. |
knowtheanswer. It snotabout numbers;
it's about being faithful to the calling.
God isgoing to have numbers. There's
going to be atremendousingathering at
the appropriatetime, but right now God
is doing something very specia in His
people. Hewantstoinfusethevery life
of HisSonunto us. We'll wantto say a
bit more about that alittle bit later, but |
want to get back to thisissue again and
talk alittle bit more about taking up the
cross of Jesus Christ.

Bro. Merv Sundbo had been
impressed lately with the completeness
of what God has accomplished in the
death and resurrection of Jesus. |
remember hearing our Brother Herrick
Holt speaking years ago and it's in the
book of hiswritings. | remember it very
clearly andl’msureyoudotoo. Hesaid,
“God is completely satisfied with the
cross.” | thought | understood that at the
time, but the more | study and look into
thesethingsl realizel really didn’ tknow.
I'm sure | ill do not fully understand
everything that is encompassed in the
deathandtheresurrectionof JesusChrist.
It'satremendousthing. | would liketo
talk alittle bit about those things. Lets
turn to the third chapter of Romans,
beginning with the twenty-third verse.
“For dl have sinned and come short of
the glory of God, being justified freely
by Hisgracethroughtheredemptionthat
isin Christ Jesus. Whom God hath set
forthto beapropitiation throughfaithin
His blood, to declare His righteousness
for the remission of sins that are padt,
through the forbearance of God;” The
most basic thing that God has
accomplished through thedesath of Jesus
Christ is that we have been separated
fromour sins. If youlook at thefirst few
chapters of the book of Romans, Paul is
talking about God's dealing with our

sins. SI-N-S—plura. When you first
came- if you can remember back when
you first came to the Lord Jesus - and
committed your lifeto him and were, as
itissaid, youweresaved. Thethingthat
we' remost consciousof isourindividua
sins. The Spirit brings to our
remembranceall thethingsthat we have
done that we are sorry for. The Spirit
convictsusof thesesins, makesusaware
of them and we want to be forgiven of
these sins. The blood of Jesus Christ
shed on the cross is what washes our
individual sins. That isthefirst thing, it
seems like to me, that is accomplished
through the cross of Christ. | read
somewhere that the blood, although it
does a tremendous thing for us, isin a
way primarily for the purpose of God.
GodlooksonthebloodwhenHelooksat
us. What Heseesistheblood. Whenthe
Israelitesweretold what todoto prepare
the Passover feast and what to do, where
wastheblood applied? Tothedoorpost.
What side of thedoorpost? Theoutside.
For who to seeit? For the angel of God
- for God Himself to seethat blood - that
waswhat the blood wasfor. What were
the people doing inside? They were
partaking of what? They werepartaking
of the lamb. That's what they were
eating. So that blood that was shed by
JesusChristcompletely separatesusfrom
our sins. Thescripturesaysthat our sins
areseparated fromusasfar aswhat? As
far asthe East isfrom the West. Asfor
asyoucanget. Asfar astheEastisfrom
theWest. Thatisatremendousthingthat
God has provided for us. Praise the
Lord! Many people will stop at that
point. They're glad that their sins are
forgiven. Every timethat they commita
sin, they can go back and clam that
blood. Those sins are separated. You
can’t say enough about what a
tremendous blessing that is, but it’s not
all that God hasfor us. Y ouknow, some
peoplemay feel that God created manso
that man could sin and He could turn
aroundandredeemhim. But redemption
isjust apart of the processto get usback
ontothetrack that Godintended for man
to be on in the first place. God has a
tremendousthing inmind for mantodo,
which we'll talk about later. We got
knocked off coarseand God had aplanto
get usback on coarse but not just to stop
a that point. Now, not only are we
separated from our sins, the individual
sins, but as we move on in the book of
Romans, in through the sixth chapter,
we' reintroduced to another concept. If



wegotoverses6-7: “Knowingthis, that
our old man is crucified with him, that
the body of sin might be destroyed, that
henceforth we should not servesin. For
hethatisdeadisfreedfromsin.” Notice
here that sinis not plural here. It's not
individual sins anymore; it's this sin
nature in general that He deals with.
What we haveto also seein thisis that
thisis a past event. In Galatians 2:20
Paul says, “I am crucified with Christ:
.." Itisadoneded. | wasincluded on
the cross with Jesus Christ; crucified
withhim. Thenhesays,“...nevertheless
I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me:
andthelifel now livel live by thefaith
of the Son of God, who loved me, and
gavehimselfforme.” Thinkaboutwhat's
happening here. Oneof thethingsthat |
like, and I'll probably mention it more
than once; one thing | love about the
gospel is that whenever death is
mentioned resurrection is coupled with
it. That iswhat is so wonderful. We
cannot just stop at the sacrificial death of
Jesus Christ. That would get us perhaps
separated from our sins, but it's the
resurrection life that we identify with
that lets us overcome by our faith in
Jesus Chrigt, this sin nature; the things
that are causing these things to happen.
Romans 6:3-4 says, “Know ye not, that
somany of usaswerebaptizedinto Jesus
Christ were baptized into his death.”
“ Asmany of usaswerebaptized...(that's
pasttense) ...werebapti zedintohisdezath.
Therefore we are buried with him by
baptism into death: that like as Christ
wasraised up fromthedead by theglory
of the Father, even so we also should
walk innewnessof life.” Now thereare
many termsthat we hear in Chrigtianity
andour background. Oneof thosethings
that | remember hearing growing up and
| don’'t know that it's not true, but we
hear about people going into the waters
of baptism and having their sinswashed
away. I’'mnot tojudgethat and say that
thereisn't any truth in that but | think it
misses the major truth. The sins, our
sins, werewashed away when the blood
was shed on the cross. That's what
washedthesinsaway. Butwhat baptism
doesisitalowsustoenter intothedesath
of Jesus Christ and, Praise God, the
resurrection of Jesus Christ. So that we
can have within us that wonderful
resurrection life and we identify with
that. Hegoesontosay, “...reckonyea so
yourselvesto be dead unto sin, but alive
untoGod...” (Romans6:11) Y ouknow
what reckoning is? It's more of an
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accounting term.  In accounting I'm
talking about like an accountant, in
figuringnumbers. Hesays, " ...reckonye
also yourselves dead unto sin, but dive
untoGod....” Positiondly, it'strue. Itis
afact that we aredead to sin. Now you
may say, “Well, | till strugglewiththis’
or“I gtill strugglewiththat.” Well, that’s
okay. We're going to talk about that
later. Positionally with God, when we
have entered the waters of baptism by
faith and been raised up, we are freed
fromthat body of sin. Wenolonger have
to sin anymore. That is a tremendous
thing!

You've probably heard of stories
where, some particular person or
someoneamost likeahermit, wholived
inavery destitute state perhaps, got old,
died in their home alone, and when
people, or neighbours came in to clear
out their belongings, they would find
that thi sperson had atremendoussum of
money stuffedinhisor her mattress. Y et
helived asif he had absolutely nothing.
AsChrigtianswe haveto be careful; we
can do the same thing. We have these
blessings, we have these provisonsin
Chrigt, but until that revel ation comesto
our mindsandweseeit by theeyesof the
Spirit,wecanliveandbehaveasifitisn't
true. It doesn’t meanitisn’ttrue, but we
canliveandbehaveandwalk asifitisn't
true. But it istrue and we need to apply
ourselvesto that and let the Holy Spirit
truly reveal that to us.

Now, there is another thing that |
think isinteresting and has aways sort
of puzzled me through the years and
that's the seventh chapter of Romans.
I’ve always wondered why would you
have this seventh chapter in there after
you had thiswonderful sixth chapter of
Romans? | just want toread abit of that.
| don't claimto fully havedll thislinked
together perfectly, but thelord seemsto
be at least revealing some things.
Beginning in the fifteenth verse of the
seventh chapter of Romans. “For that
which | do! alow not: for | would, that
dol not; but what | hate, that dol. If then
| do that which | would not, | consent
unto the Law that it isgood. Now then
it is no more | that do it, but sin that
dwellethin me. For | know that in me
(that is, in my flesh) dwelleth no good
thing: for towill is present with me; but
how to performthat whichisgood | find
not. For the good that | would | do not;
but theevil which | would not, that | do.
Nowif | dothat | would not, itisnomore
| that doit, but sinthat dwellethinme. |

find then a law, that, when | would do
good, evil is present with me. For |
ddightinthelaw of God after theinward
man: But | see another law in my
members, warring against thelaw of my
mind, and bringing meinto captivity to
thelaw of sinwhichisinmy members. O
wretchedmanthat | am! whoshall deliver
me from the body of thisdeath? | thank
God through Jesus Christ our Lord. So
thenwiththemind | myself servethelaw
of God; butwiththefleshthelaw of Sin.”
Have you ever stopped to think about
what the law of sinis? What isalaw?
Something that is proven. One way of
saying it isit’s the way things happen.
That's what a law is. That's the way
scientificlawswerefinaly put down, as
peoplewatchedtheway thingshappened
over and over and over again, and when
it happened al the time that way, they
became a law and they stated that law.
Wehaveall thesephysical and scientific
lawsthat governour universe. Wedidn't
make them up. They were there dl the
timewejust put words around to define
what they were. Aswegointotheeighth
chapter of Romans, firstof al, letsreview.
Thecrosshasprovided for usseparation
from our sinsand it hasprovided for our
incluson on the cross of Christ and
resurrected with new life, thebody of sin
beingdead. Y et, there’ s<till seemstobe
alaw of sinthat troubl ed theapostlePaull.
He goes on in the wonderful eighth
chapter of Romans and says, “Thereis
therefore now no condemnation to them
which are in Jesus Christ, who walked
not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.”
Now | have to confess something else.
Something that has always troubled me
iswhy itsays,“ Thereisthereforenow no
condemnationtothemwhichareinChrist
Jesus...” | understand that, but then it
says, “ who walk not after the flesh, but
after the Spirit.” | know wewant towalk
after the Spirit but why was that
condemnation not taken careof whenwe
accepted theshed blood of Jesus? | think
thereareacoupl eof waysof experiencing
condemnation. Oneisthat we may feel
acondemnationfrom God beforeweare
saved. But what happens oftentimesis
after we are saved, and weregjoiceinthe
fact that our sins are forgiven, we then
enter this period of frustration asto why
wekeep having troublewith things. We
say weresdlly ought to be free from that.
Positiona ly wearefreefromthat, but yet
we ill seem to struggle with certain
things and that’s what the apostle Paul
was saying here. Thenthereissaid that
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thereisalaw of sinthatisworkinginhis
being. Now think about that. If we, for
instance, have this trouble with getting
our feelingshurt. If someonecomesand
says something, whether meaningly or
unmeaningly, that wetakeasunkindand
our response is that of indignation and
resentment and wehold agrudgeagainst
that person, that's a sin. If multiple
people from time to time come and say
something to us that is unkind and we
havethe exact sameresponse, thenthere
isalaw at work and that’ sthelaw of sin.
Andif it kegps going over and over and
over we see the law of death at work in
us. Our Brother Paul was struggling
with that same thing. But then thereis
this provision of the cross. There's
something else that God has provided
for usthrough Christ’ sdeathonthecross
and hisresurrection. That isthat thereis
another law that has come into being,
which supersedes the law of sin and
deathand what isthat? That' sthelaw of
what? The Spirit of lifein Christ Jesus.
Oh Haledlyjah! God just keeps taking
care of theissuesasthey come. Wejust
keep pedling thelayersoff theonionand
more and more truth keegps coming.
Everythingwecan bringupthat wehave
todeal with Godhastaken careof through
the sacrifice of Jesus Christ and His
resurrection power. Thereisalifeof the
Spirit now. If youthink about thelaw of
gravity, for instance, in Tennesseg, if |
drop this pen, what’ s going to happen?
It's going to fall. What happens in the
state of Washington? It does the same
thing. What about Canada?Or India? It
always fals, doesn't it? But what if
when| drop the pen, my hand getsunder
itand| catchit? There' sanother law that
actually supersedes the law of gravity.
Think about these missilesthat put these
satellitesinto space. Thelaw of gravity
still works, doesn'tit? It still there, but
how dothesemissilesget off theground.
Wéll, there's a law, something to the
effect that for every action there is an
equal and opposite reaction. If you get
enough action, force, thrust —if you will
—fromthesemissiles, they canovercome,
neutralize the law of gravity and go
above the law of gravity. They can go
up, get outsideto put these satellitesinto
space. That'stheway it iswith thelaw
of the Spirit of lifein Christ Jesus. If we
couldask thebirds, whichwecan't but if
we could we might say, “Well, how do
you fly? Don't you know there'salaw
of gravity? Haven't you ever heard of
Sir Issac Newton?’ They'd say, “We

don’ tknow anythingabout | seacNewton.
We've never heard of him. We fly
because it’s the law of lifein usto fly.
That’ swhy wefly.” Wecanfly that way
too. Thelaw of the Spirit of Lifeisinus
tooand | think sometimeswetry to over
intellectualizeit or wetry to dissectit or
whatever. If webelievetheword of God
and we do, then we haveto believeit to
the point that we can say, “ | don’'t have
to be governed by the law of sin and
deathinmy life, that wastaken careof on
the cross.” Does anybody have any
trouble believing that their sins are
forgiven? Does anybody have any
trouble with that? Well, probably not.
Maybesomedo, but | doubt if anyonein
thisroom hastroublebelieving that their
sins are forgiven. Every one of these
other provisionsthat have been madeby
God are just as real and just as truthful
and havejust the capacity and the power
that the shed blood hasto forgive us of
our sins. Weneedtobeabletoyieldthat
to the Holy Spirit. The other provision
that we read about in the eighth chapter
of Romansisthat thiscanbedonebecause
that Spiritof Lifecomeswithinusbecause
of the indwelling presence of the Holy
Spirit.  That's where it comes from.
That'sthereasonit’salaw. That'sthe
reason that it works. The reason it
becomestrueisbecausetheSpiritof Life
dwellswithinusby virtueof theresidency
of the Holy Spirit in our lives. We are
separated fromour sins, weareincluded
with Christ on the cross, we have been
resurrectedthroughthewatersof baptism,
andnowtheHoly Spiritcomestoindwell
us and to enable us to live the life that
Godwantsustolive. Thereasonfor that
isthat God wants the essence of thelife
of Christ to kegp growing up within us
and to occupy agreater and greater and
greater placein our lives.

| believe there is till another aspect
of the crossthat needsto be worked out
inour lives. Westill havethisissuethat
we started with and that is where Jesus
saidtousif wearetobehisdisciplesthen
we must take up his cross daily and
follow him. Wehave heard many times
that salvationisfree. Thank Goditis, but
the Kingdom of God will cost us
everything. The everything that God
talks about isthe flesh. | really was so
encouraged to be reminded again this
morning that nothing that God asksusto
lay down, asks usto give up, asks usto
leave aside, can in no way be compared
to the glory that God hasfor us. | think
about what God intends to do in the

restoring of the creation unto Himself.
We use various examples of how.... |
think Bro. Merv was talking about the
example of being left in charge of the
grocery storewhen hisfather wasaway.
That isawonderful exampleof what it's
like. Sometimes| think we need to go
ahead andthink about andjust look at the
stuationin our world today. We' vegot
thingshappeningthat yearsagowecould
hardly believe could ever happen. We
can hardly believe what is happening to
innocentcivilianswhoareactualy being
manually beheaded and it being
circulated on the Internet. If there ever
was a time that the enemy seemsto be
showing himself for what hetruly is, it's
now. Theotherthingabottitis,ifitwere
not for the common Grace of God it
would be even more widespread then it
istoday. It'sonly being held back tothe
extent that it is because of the Grace of
God. For, an unregenerate man has no
choice except to movein that direction.
So when we think about this army, this
body of Christ, we must realize how
critical it's going to be that we, at the
dightest direction of theHead, areready
to move. Even if you could imagine
reachingahighlevel of maturity in Jesus
Chrigt,canyouimaginebeingresponsible
for getting this mess straightened out?
There's only one way that that can be
accomplished andthat isthroughamany
membered body. It cannot happen any
other way. No matter how mature we
become as individuas, even that is not
sufficient until we learn how to flow
together completely. Imagine trying to
deal with these issues? These are the
kindsof issuesthat weare going to have
to deal with. We talk about the issues
that wearedealingwithinour houseand
I’'m not saying that they’'re not
challenging, but think about restoring
the creation. Think about dealing with
this deep-seeded sin and corruption and
darknessin our world. That isgoingto
betheresponsibility of thebody of Christ.
When that Head spesks the dightest
word, the body of Christ has got to go
into action without question. There has
got to be none of this, well I’ ve thought
it over and | don't redly believe that's
the best way to do it. We taked this
morning - our Brother Andy mentioned
it and then Eldon gave usan example at
lunchtime - that there are many things
that seemrighttousnow. | knowyou've
experienced, and | have too, times that
you know, even when you get together
with the other elders, you know you've



got the right answer. Your jobisto go
intothat meeting and convincethemthat
you'reright. When really what we need
is to be going into that meeting having
our minds open to listen to what God
may be saying through somebody else.
Wecanberight, asour Brother said, and
wecanstill bewrong. Think about Peter
for amoment. When Jesus told Peter
that hewasgoingtogotothecross, what
did Peter do or say? | don’'t remember
theexactwordsbut hesaid, “Letit notbe
true. Itcan’ tbetrue. No, it' Il not happen.”
And Jesus' response was, “Get behind
meSatan.” Now what doyouthink Peter
was motivated by? | don’t think hewas
motivated by what wethink of asevil. |
think he had atremendous affection and
love for the Lord Jesus. Hejust didn’t
want himto go. Hesaid it cannot be but
hewaswrong. Hewaswrong. We can
bewrongtoo. Wehaveto havethemind
of Christ because it’s so different from
our minds. Wecanmeanwell and canbe
motivated by the right things. | think
about our political system. | think most
of these politicians are motivated by
reasonably good motives, but there are
no answersthere. It just won't work.
So to understand better what this
businessof bearingthecrossisabout, I’ d
like usto take alittle detour back to the
book of Genesis. InGenesis1:26it says,
“And God said, ‘ L et usmakemaninour
image, after our likeness: and let them
have dominion over the fish of the seg,
and over thefowl of theair, and over the
cattle, and over al the earth, and over
every creeping thing that cregpeth upon
theearth’.” Sowhat theL ordistellingus
here is that He intended from the very
beginningthat manwoul dhavedominion
over the earth, over everything in the
earth and on the earth. Now we may
think today that we have dominion over
all theearth, but wedon’t havedominion
over al theearth. Wedon't havethat at
thistime. God hasgivenustheability to
do many things, to control many things
around us, but we don’t have dominion
over the earth in the way that God
intended for us to have in the very
beginning. In the second chapter of
Genesis and the seventh verse it says,
“And the Lord God formed man of the
dust of theground, and breathed into his
nostrilsthebreathof life;and manbecame
a living soul.” Adam was created a
three-part being and our Brother
ministered onthat thismorning. Hewas
created spirit, soul and body. He had a
spirit so that he could commune with
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God who is spirit, he had abody so that
he could interact with his physical
surroundings, and he had a soul. That
soul was so that he could have sdlf-
expression, a personality, various
faculties, andmostimportantly, hewould
have the power of free choice. Just like
God. Intheimage of God.

| Thessalonians5:23: “Andthevery
God of peace sanctify youwholly; and |
pray God your whole spirit and soul and
body be preserved blameless unto the
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.” And
inHebrews4:12: “For theword of God
isquick, and powerful, and sharper then
any two-edged sword, piercing even to
the dividing asunder of soul and spirit,
and of the joints and marrow, and is a
discerner of the thoughts and intents of
theheart.” | think that waswell covered
this morning, but just to add that for
emphasisthat we are athree-part being.
Adam was created a three-part being;
spirit, soul, and body and | think this
scripture in Hebrews is just a
confirmation of that. That the word of
Godiscapableof discerning and cutting
asunder between soul and spirit. So
that’s our make-up. Adam was perfect
inthat hewascreated by God and hehad
noimperfectionsat that point, buthewas
not yet perfected. God was not yet
finished with Adam. God had aplanfor
mankind that went beyond man himself.
The scripture saysthat God intended for
man to have dominion over al the earth
and everything in it and on it. God
intended to secure all the rightsthat He
had to the universe, that were rightfully
His, through arace of manthat would be
filled by His life and directed and
motivated by Him. That's what God
intendedtobe; that God' svery lifewould
beresidentwithinman. That’ ssomething
I’ve alwayswondered about. | know in
Isaiah 14:12 it speaksabout L ucifer and
Godsjudgement of Lucifer. Andit says,
“How art thou falen from heaven, O
Lucifer, son of the morning! how art
thou cut downtotheground, whichdidst
weakenthenations!” Nowweknow that
sometimein the course of creation that
Lucifer was judged by God because he
had this problem. He wanted to be, he
demanded to have, equality with God.
There was a phrase that got him into
troubleandthat phrasewas, “1 will.” We
havethat problem sometimes, don’t we?
Eveninour ownselves. | will. That has
tobedealtwith. Sowith Satanoccupying
the earth, God intended that man in
concert with God would bring the

downfall of Satan. We can think about
that in general terms, but then we think
about the things that are happening in
our earth today, that's really what it
comesdownto. Thosearethethingsthat
we're going to have to be dealing with.
Right now theworldisout there, nations
are fighting wars against other nations,
peoplearecommitting terribleatrocities
onetoanother andtheseareawful things
and the governments of the world have
got to try to deal with these things. But
what thechurchhasgot tobefocusingon
and dedlingwitharetheseprincipdlities,
andthesepowersand theseforcesof evil
anddarknessand spiritual wickednessin
high places. That'sjust asreal. Thatis
what isbehind all these other thingsthat
aregoingon. Thatiswhat thechurchhas
got to be dealing with. God intends for
that to happen. I’mgoingtobringaclose
to this session by reading this scripture
from Romans8:19-21: “For the earnest
expectation of the creature waiteth for
themanifestation of thesonsof God. For
the creature was made subject to vanity,
not willingly, but by reason of him who
hath subjectedthesameinhope, Because
thecreatureitself shall bedeliveredfrom
the bondage of corruption into the
gloriousliberty of the children of God.”
John 3:16 says, “For God so loved the
world, that He gave His only begotten
Son, that whosoever believeth in Him
should not perish, but have everlasting
life” Healsosaidthat if agrain of wheat
doesn't go into the ground it remaineth
alone, but if it goesinto the ground and
diesthenitbringsforthmany other seeds.
(Inparaphrase.) That’ sanother aspect of
wheat Jesus' desth onthecrosshasdonefor
us. Heisnow, as he has come out of the
gravein resurrected life, not just the only
begotten Son but heisthefirst bornamong
many brethren. Thefirst bornamongmany
brethren. Now God is beginning to dedl
with these many brethren to bring themto
the place where the life of Chrigt is
completdy manifested in us and can be
livedoutthroughus. Weareseparatedfrom
our sins,wehavebeencrucifiedwithChrist
and resurrected from deethwith Chrigt, we
have been filled with His Spirit so that the
law of the Spirit of Lifein Chrigt Jesushas
medeusfreefromthelaw of Snand deeth,
it supersedesitand now Godisworkingout
that process which we talked about this
morning. That process is in place to
transform us day, by day, by day, by day,
more and more into the image of Jesus
Chrigt. Prase God. Let'shaveaword of

prayer.
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Dear Heavenly Father, we give You
thanks for Y our presence with us. We
thank You Lord, for Your mercy and
Your grace. Lord, we thank You that
eventhoughintheeyesof manitappears
that the plan of God wasfrustrated for a
timeandyet, OGod, Y our provisionsfor
not only getting us back on track, but to
make us to fulfill the very purpose that
Y ou had fromthevery beginning. Lord,
we're so thankful that because of what
Y ou have done, Y ou have let us have a

shareinit. Itishardfor usto believethat
Y ou would condescend to alow us as
mere mortals to participate in this
wonderful planof creationandyet thatis
the God that we serve. Wethank Y ouso
much Lord, for including usinit. Lord,
we pray that as we meditate on these
things that it would cause us to have a
willingnessaswe have never had before
to commit ourselves unto You. To be
willing to leave aside those things that
would tie us down and keep our feet

planted ontheground, but giveuswings,
O God, infaiththat wemay soar intothe
heavenly realmswith'Y ou. Thatwemay
seethebeauty of thesethingsand not be
attracted by the shiny trinketsthat are so
tawdry and apart of thisoldworld. Lord,
we live in a time in which the world
seems like never before, to need to see
thebody of Christ show forththelove of
Christ. Father, we pray that Y ouwould
enable us to do that. In Jesus name,
Amen.

Jesus Only With Themselves

The other day | was reading the
account of the transfiguration. | have
read it many times and been blessed by
the account. This time it seemed to
impress me even more.

Y ouwill recall how Jesustook three
disciples with him to a high mountain
apart by themselves, and he was
transfigured before them. Also, Moses,
who represented the period of thegiving
of the law, and Elijah, who represented
the prophets, appeared. Peter, greatly
moved by the scene madethe mistake of
putting Moses and Elijah on an equal
plain with the Lord. People can do the
same today, elevating various
persondlities that God has used, rather
thenexalting Christ. Isaiahdeclared that
Christ done should be exalted. The
Epistles emphasize that even the sacred
mystery, withheld from ages and
generations, wasnow revealedandmade
clear and was simply this: “Christ in
you,theHopeof Glory.” (Col. 1:27). He
had to speak very plainly, especialy to
the Galatians, saying; “Are you so
foolish? having begun in the Spirit, are
yenow madeperfect by theflesh?’ (Gal.
3:3). Hedeclared that hewastravailing
inprayer until Christwouldbeformedin
them. So today may we keep our eyes
uponthel ord andlet Him haveHisway
inthesetemplesof clay. Itisahighand
holy calling. In Colossians he declared
we should berisenwith Christ and even
ascended with him. May that desirefill
our heartsthat we might arisewith Him
far above al principalities and powers,
that even Satan will be placed under our
feet as Hisword declares.

Jesus said when He had yielded His
entire being into God' s hands that “ the

By Robert Oldridge

prince of this world cometh and hath
nothinginme.” (John 14:30). May we
cometo that fullnessin Christ wherethe
“enemy will have nothing in us.” May
sdf-interestsand thepaltry thingsof this
world fade away and the Glory of the
Lord fill these vessels of clay.

Jesus, inthat wonderful prayer inthe
17" chapter of John, prayed that the
glory that Heexperienced withtheFather
would be in us and that we would
experiencethat relationship, even asHe
and the Father are one. He aso prayed
they would be with Him where He was.
Hewasnot talking about thefutureonly,
but He was praying we would be with
Himintherealmof the Spiritand partake
of some of that Glory even now.

| have ministered from time to time
on God' sgreat Eternal planand purpose
anditiswonderful to know that much of
theunfolding istaking placein thelives
of Hiselect today. I'm so glad that we
can begin to partake of His Kingdom
even now, even before the millennial
Gloriesbeginto dawn over the horizons
of the earthinwhichwelive. | lovethe
many quotations that God would bring
to pass many of these wonderful
manifestations of His glory even now.
Let mequoteafew. “But now in Christ
Jesusyewho sometimeswerefar off are
madenighby theblood of Christ.” (Eph.
2:13). Alsoverses19-22. “Nowtherefore
yeareno morestrangersand foreigners,
but fellowcitizenswith the saints, and of
the household of God; And are built
upon the foundation of the apostles and
prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the
chief corner stone; In whom al the
building fitly framed together groweth
intoanholy templeintheLord: Inwhom

ye aso are builded together for an
habitation of God through the Spirit.”
Another passageinEph. 3:5says, “Which
in other ages was not made known unto
the sons of men, as it is now revealed
unto his holy apostles and prophets by
the Spirit;” Alsoin verse 10: “To the
intent that now unto principalities and
powers in heavenly places might be
known by the church the manifold
wisdom of God.” In Eph. 5:8 it says;
“Now areyelightintheLord” Of course
there are many others which declare it
has been done or is happening now, but
| believetheabovepassagesaresufficient
toencourageustoenter inwithall of our
hearts even now.

| would like now to zero in more
directly ontheversel haveused asatitle.
| mentioned how Peter, at the moment,
got carried away and seemed to put
Moses and Elijah on the same level as
Christ. Butletusnoticethat Jesusdidnot
remain alone, but it was Jesus only with
themselves. From the beginning when
GodmademaninHisimageand|likeness,
man was to rule over the Creation asa
whole, but let us remember it wasto be
under God. For 6000 yearsman hastried
to rule, but not in union and in harmony
with his Creator and we see the results
among the nations today. God has not
changed Hisplan asisclearly portrayed
inHebrewschapter 2verses6-11. Itsays
that he put all thingsin subjection under
thefeet of man and left nothing that was
not put under him. He clarified the
situation by sayingthat asof yetwedon't
seetheful | manifestationof manfulfilling
hisrole, but wedo seeit under thefeet of
one man, ever the man Christ Jesus,
who, rose triumphant over death, hell,



and the grave and could have taken the
kingdom and ruled over the creation for
the past two thousand years. But aswe
outlined, what He had in mind from the
beginningisnow ready to bemanifestin
a many membered body. The Bible
speaks of them as the elect and thisis
clearly portrayed now inverse 10: “For
it became him, for whom are al things
and by whom are al thingsin bringing
many sons unto Glory, to make the
captainof their sal vation perfect through
sufferings.” Thisisnone other than the
manifestation of the sons of God, to
deliver the groaning creation and the
completion of His plan in al the earth.
Again the scriptures declare that we are
now the Sons of God, but the full
manifestationisjustintheoffing. | trust
that thistruth isburning in the hearts of
thereadersof thisarticleand wewill just
simply surrender al to our loving Lord.
Justasinthetimeof Christfewwereable
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toredly understandwhat Hewasteaching
them, but He did say to the faithful few:
“ But blessed areyour eyes, for they see:
and your ears, that they hear. For verily
| say unto you, That many prophets and
righteous men have desired to see those
things which ye see, and have not seen
them; and to hear those thingswhich ye
hear, and have not heard them,” (Matt.
13:16-17) because their eyes were
blinded by tradition rather thenalowing
the Spirit of God to give them thetruth.
Thank God Heisrevealing these things
toustoday, if wewill only comehumbly
before Him and yield our all unto Him.

So let us today depart from the
traditions of man and enter into that
which can only come by divine
Revelation. Inthenatural worldthereis
apricetopay for thingsof value, sointhe
Spiritual realm thereisapriceto pay if
wearegoingtoenterintotheGloriesthat
Godwouldreveal tous. | well remember

yearsagowhen| spenttimeinministering
inthe area of west Texas. | had spoken
down this line and a brother concluded
theservicewiththismessageinsongand
| quote:

“Have you counted the cost to walk
this way? Have you paid the price to
behold My face? For to behold the
Living God means to walk away from
yoursdlf; to dieto sdif, to leave yourself
behind. To be empty, to be nothing.
That Christ in you may bedl inal.”

The two requirements to be able to
appropiate these redlities are:  death to
sdlf, and death to the world as, outlined
inGal. 2:20 and 6:14. TheBible speaks
of three great enemies. They are the
world, the flesh, and the Devil. Weare
will awarethat Satan worksthrough the
other two. Solet usplaceour livesfully
in the hands of our wonderful Lord.
Then it will be truly “Jesus only with
themselves’ (Mark 9:8).

PRAYER & FASTING

The Brethren have called for a week of
Prayer and Fasting.

The date will be June 5-11, 2005.
This will give you ample time to prepare
yourself for that period.

Bro. Frank Paterson wrote an article on Fasting
in the March/April 2004 issue of the Sharon Star.
Bro. Ewald Wanagas also wrote on Prayer and
Fasting in the March/April 2002 issue.

It would be good for you to locate these "Stars"
and review. The 2004 article can be read
on line at www.thesharonstar.org.

PARK VALLEY
LABOUR DAY WEEKEND
Starts Friday, Sept. 2, 2005 at 5:00
pm and ends Monday, Sept. 5, 2005

at 1:00 pm
Contact: Ragnar Aarrestad, Box 515,
Debden, SK. S0J 0S0
Phone: (306) 469-4962

WINKLER LABOUR DAY
WEEKEND CAMP

Held at Winkler Bible Camp
Starts Friday, Sept. 2
evening meal and ends after breakfast
Monday, Sept. 5, 2005.
RESERVATIONS ARE NECESSARY.
Please contact: Bob Waldner
Box 205, Altona, MB ROG 0BO
(204) 324-5963

MINDEN NEBRASKA MEETINGS
September 23 - 25, 2005
For reservations contact
Duane and Janice Olson
Phone (306) 832-1712 or email:
mindenolsons@hotmail.com
Reservations no later than
September 10th.

HIDDEN ACRES FELLOWSHIP
SHAKESPEARE, ONTARIO

Friday, September 2 - 6:00 p.m. to September 5, 2005 - 1:00 p.m.
Please bring bedding, toilet articles, musical instruments, bibles, swimwear.
Cost will be: $20 - 13 years of age & older;
$10 - 12 years of age & under; or $50 per family.

Please send reservations to:
Garry Tyler, 360 Douglas Street, Stratford, Ontario, NSA 5R3
or call (519) 271-7185 or
Kelvin Martin, 14 Dickens Place, Stratford, Ontario, N5SA 7G1
or call (519) 273-4581 or email: garry.tyler@sympatico.ca

CHARGES FOR ROOM & BOARD:
Age 0-3 No Charge
Age 4-6 $60.00 per week
or $12.00 per day
Age 7-Adult $100.00 per week
or $20.00 per day

You may bring linens (single bed), towels & piillows,
or these can be rented at $8.50 per set.

Send reservations to:
Global Missions® Regional Camp
c/o Mrs. Anita Love

112 Queensbury Rd., Winston Salem, NC 27104

NORTH CAROLINA CAMP MEETING

July 24 - 30, 2005
Wake Forest University, Winston Salem, NC

Wake Forest University, site of the camp is located in Winston Salem, NC just off Silas Creek Parkway, and signs will direct
travelers to the campus from any route entering the city. Easiest access to the Silas Creek Pkwy (NC 67) entrance is via
Business I-40 Exit 2. From Bus I-40 follow it northward 3 miles, take the NG Hwy 67 exit and go straight at the first light
(Reynolda Rd) directly into the Wake Forest Campus. As you come into the campus, turn right on Wake Forest Rd, then the
second right on Gulley Dr, turn left onto Wingate Rd and another left onto Gulley Dr.
Luter Hall, site of camp registration will be on your left.
Check-in time begins at 2:00 p.m. on Sunday, July 24. Meals will be served in the college dining hall beginning at 5:00 p.m on
Sunday, July 24, followed by the first meeting at 7:30 p.m. The camp will conclude with the noon meal on Saturday, July 30.
Buildings are air conditioned. Swimming pool and other recreational facilties are available.

or call: Anita Love 336-765-9271
or email < aslovei@triad.rr.com >

Flight arrangements may be made to Greensboro, NC.

(GSO) For airport pickup call

Dave Health at 336-841-0607

or e-mail <DDPACK@juno.com>
For those with Internet access:
For a more detailed map to the campus,
go to http://maps.google.com and enter the address,
1834 Wake Forest Rd, Winston Salem, NC 27106

For a campus map and other directions go to
http://www.wfu.edu/visitors/directions.html
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DATES OF IMPORTANCE

Camp North Battleford ... July 3-10, 2005
North Carolina Summer Camp ........cccovveerereereneeene July 24 - 30, 2005
Caribbean Camp, Trinidad ..........ccccoeevrereirereeninennes August 1-12, 2005
Pinelow Summer Family Camp ........ccccovevrreerennen. August 8-14, 2005
Young People's - Hidden Acres, ON .........cccocoevecnnee Sept. 2-5, 2005
Young People's - Park Valley, SK.........cccoveniinienn Sept. 2-5, 2005
Family Camp - Winkler, MB ... Sept. 2-5, 2005
Minden Meetings .........cvveuveeerneenineirineirireiene Sept. 23, 24, 25, 2005
New YOrk Camp .....cceeveereireeineereeiseeiseeiseeis Oct. 21-23, 2005
Pinelow Fall Family Camp........ccccoevnirninnenneinen. Nov. 10-13, 2005

Please be advised that our

CARIBBEAN CAMP

will be held in Trinidad
DATE: Aug. 1- 12, 2005
CONTACT PERSON:

Crafton Lewis
Holder's Terrance, Stanislaus St.
Success Village, Laventille
Trinidad, West Indies
Ph. 868-623-1141
Fax: 868-623-1684
email: craflewl@yahoo.com
or gospelofthekingdom@yahoo.com

PINELOW
SUMMER CAMP

North of Spokane

August 8-14, 2005

From Spokane, North on Hwy 395
toward Coleville, past Loon Lake
3.1 miles or 5 km, turn east on
Deer Lake North Road 1.7 miles or
2-3/4 km to Pinelow Park.

Adults: $100,
Children 3-11: $50,

Family Rates with children
up to 18 - $285.

Pinelow Fall Camp
(Rates - US Funds)

Family Camp
November 10-13, 2005

$60 US for adults, $30 US for 3-11 yrs,
$150 US per family

Contact: Daryl Martz
Fax (604) 795-5365

e-mail: martz@shelbrook.com

Send reservations to:
Daryl Martz
Ph. (604) 858-9009
Fax: (604) 795-5365
email: martz@shelbrook.com
(NO PETS)

Campground registration starts at
4:00 pm, August 8, 2005

New York/New Jersey Camp Meeting
October 21 to 23, 2005

Leibenzel Retreat Center,
Schooley's Mountain,
80 Pleasant Grove Road, New Jersey 07079

Please bring your own linens (single bed), towels & pillows, as these will not be
available at the campground. A limited amount of linens can be rented for $5/set for
those travelling from further away.

Registration begins at 3:00 pm on Friday, October 21. Meals will be served in the
dining hall, beginning at 5:30 pm on Friday, followed by the first meeting at 7:30 pm.
The camp will conclude with the noon meal on Sunday, October 23, 2005.

Please RSVP by October 13th to:
New York, New Jersey Camp

c/o Brad & Carrie Wensley

10 Penn Commons

Yaphank, NY 11980 or

Phone: 631-775-6030

or email: carriemw@optonline.net

Charges for your room & board:
Under 3 years of age - no charge
Age 3-10 - $20.00

Age 11 - Adult - $60.00

For transporation contact
Cleveland Gajee at debgaj@aol.com
or Phone 201-486-5644
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