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God's forgiveness through Jesus
Christ is complete. It is absolutely
complete. It is as if you had never
sinnedbefore. IntheDivineCourt room
of heaven, the records of our sins are
destroyed.

Psa. 103:1-3, "A Psam of David.
Bless the LORD, O my soul; and all
that iswithin me, bless his holy name!
BlesstheLORD, O my soul, andforget
not all his benefits, who forgives all
your iniquity, who heals all your
diseases.”

Psa. 103:12, " as far as the east is
from the west, so far does he remove
our transgressions from us."

This scripture gives us a picture of
how far God removes our sins; "as far
astheeast isfromthewest". Thisisan
interesting statement, because it is an
immeasurabledistance. If the scripture
had said "asfar astheNorthisfromthe
South", we could have measured the
distancefromthetrueNorth Poletothe
South Pole, some 8,000 miles or so.
But there is no landmark called the
"East Pole" or the "West Pole". Itisa
measurement that reaches to infinity.

What is Sin?

Sinisnot only something you do, it
iswhat you are. Itisastateof existence.
Men livein the realm of sin, to which
we have been called to overcome.

Wesin, becausewearefirst sinners.
An apple tree, is not an apple tree
because it grows apples. It isan apple
tree first, and its fruit is apples. The
fruit of asinner, issin.

John the Baptist proclaimed:
"Behold the Lamb of God, that takes
away thesin of theworld" (John 1:36).

By Andy Snoke

This is why Jesus the Christ
(meaning the anointed one) came in
our place and died on the Cross, to pay
for our sins, to forgive us eternally.

John 3:16, "For God so loved the
world, that he gave his only begotten
Son, that whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have everlasting
life."

If and whenwesin, we only need to
come to Christ, confess our sin, and
move forward.

1John 1:9, " If we confess our sins,
heisfaithful andjust toforgiveus(our)
sins, and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness."

There are three main points
regarding forgiveness that we need
think of:

1. We need the forgiveness of our
sins, through Jesus Christ.

2. We must forgive others.

3. We must forgive ourselves.

We need the forgiveness
and Grace of God

Itisonly thru the shed blood of the
spotlessLamb of Godthat wearesaved.
And through our acceptance of God's
freegift, wearesavedthruGrace(which
is unmerited favor).

Eph. 2:8-9, "For by grace you are
saved through faith, and that not of
yourselves, it isthe gift of God, not of
works, lest anyone should boast."

Rom. 10:9, "That if thou shalt
confesswith thy mouth the L ord Jesus,
and shalt believeinthineheart that God
hath raised him from the dead, thou
shalt be saved."

Rom. 10:10, "For with the heart
man believeth unto righteousness; and

Forgiveness

with the mouth confession is made
unto salvation."
We must forgive others

Once the sinner comes to Christ,
and therecord of our siniscleared, we
are required to aso forgive those that
sin against us. It is so important to do
this that it almost sounds as if our
forgiveness is contingent on our
forgiving of others.

Mat. 6:12, "and forgive usour debts
aswe also forgive our debtors.” (Jesus
speaking).

Mat.6:14-15,"Forif yeforgivemen
their trespasses, your heavenly Father
will alsoforgiveyou: But if yeforgive
not men their trespasses, neither will
your Father forgive your trespasses.”

Forgiveness of others, can set you
free from anxiety. The story istold of
the two holocaust survivors speaking
of the inhumane imprisonment they
had experienced at the hands of the
Germans long ago. One mans says "I
will never forgive the Nazi's for what
they did to me!" The other said: "then
you are still in the Nazi prison."”

In hislast minutes of life, nailed to
the cruel Roman cross, surrounded by
the taunting religious leaders of the
day, Jesus said in Luke 23:33, "And
when they came to the place which is
called Calvary, they crucified Himand
the criminals there, one on the right,
and one on the left. And Jesus said,
'Father, forgive them, for they do not
know what they do. 'And parting His
clothing, they cast lots."

Thedisciple Stephen (whowewould
call atravelling deacon) was falsely
accused, tried in a prejudiced court,
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and was executed by stoning by the
very menthat lied about him. Ashewas
about to die to the world, listen to his
last words.

Act 7:52-60, "Which of theprophets
did your fathers not persecute? And
they killed those who foretold the
coming of the Just One, of whom you
have now been the betrayers and
murderers; who received the Law
through disposition of angels, and did
not keep it. And hearing these things,
they were cut to their hearts. And they
gnashed on him with their teeth. But
beingfull of theHoly Spirit, looking up
intently into Heaven, he saw the glory
of God, and Jesus standing at the right
hand of God. And he said, '‘Behold, |
see Heaven opened and the Son of Man
standing ontheright hand of God.' And
crying out with a loud voice, they
stopped their ears and ran on him with
one accord. And throwing him outside
the city, they stoned him. And the
witnesseslaidtheir clothesdown at the
feet of ayoung man named Saul. And
they stoned Stephen, who was calling
on God and saying, L ord Jesus, receive
my spirit."

Act 7:60, "And kneeling down, he
cried with aloud voice, 'L ord, do not
lay thissin to their charge.' And when

he had said this, hefell aseep.”
Husbands, forgive your wives.

Wives, forgiveyour husbands. Parents,
forgiveyour children. Children, forgive
your parents. Forgive your employer.
Forgive your brother. Forgive, your
enemies. Forgive, that we might be
forgiven.

Mat. 7:2-5, " For withthejudgement

you use, you will be judged. And with
the measure you use, you will be
measured. Why doyou seethespeck in
your brother'seye but fail to notice the
beaminyour own eye?Or how canyou
say to your brother, 'Let me take the
speck out of your eye,' when the beam
is in your own eye? You hypocritel
First remove the beam from your own
eye, and then you will see clearly
enough to remove the speck from your
brother's eye."
We must forgive ourselves

When Christ forgivesusof our sins,
we must also forgive ourselves of our
sins. There are many that hold onto a
guilt of their past. We must cometo a
place where the past no longer has a
hold on us. The record iswiped clean,
and we must accept that.

| heard someone say when speaking
of our visionthat weneedtobespending
our timelookingthroughthewindshield
of our life, instead of the rear view
mirror. Looking forward, not
backwards.

Theapostle Paul wasaman that had
many things that he could be ashamed
of in hispast. He sent men and women
totheir deathinhisreligiouszeal. 1 Co.
15:9, "For | (Paul) am the least of the
apostles, that am not meet to be called
an apostle, because | persecuted the
church of God."

Never the less, Paul learned to not
look backwardsat hispast, but forward.
In afew words, Paul summed up the
equivalent of a degree in effective
counseling when he said in Phi. 3:13:
"My brothers, | do not count myself to
have taken possession, but onething |

do, forgetting the things behind and
reaching forwardtothethingsbefore,”

Phi. 3:14, "l presstoward the mark
for the prize of the high calling of God
in Christ Jesus."

Keep pressing forward, not looking
at the things of our past. Rom 8:1,
"Thereis, then, now no condemnation
to those in Christ Jesus, who walk not
accordingtotheflesh, but accordingto
the Spirit;"

Paul writesthefollowing scriptures
that could bring us quite a concern
regarding our standing and rewardwith
God.

1 Co0.6:9-10, "Or do you not know
that unjust ones will not inherit the
kingdom of God? Do not beled astray,
neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor
adulterers, nor male prostitutes, nor
homosexual s, nor thieves, nor covetous
ones, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor
plunderers shall inherit the kingdom
of God."

Many of us could feel quite
condemned by these scriptures if it
were not for the following scripture.

1 Co. 6:11, "And some of you
were these things, but you were
washed, but you were sanctified, but
you werejustified in the name of the
Lord Jesus, and in the Spirit of our
God."

Y ou see, he says that some were
some of these, but no longer. We
have the privilege of starting over.
Again, and again.

2Co.5:17,"Thereforeif any man
(be) in Christ, (heis) anew creature:
old things are passed away; behold,
all things are become new."

Thy Will BeDoneln Me

Don't you feel that the ways of the
Lord are like looking into a night sky
filled with stars? The more stars you
see, themoreyou just know are behind
them. That isjust likethe Lord, in that
themoreweget to know Him, themore
we find there is to know. Job 9:10:
"Which doeth great things past finding
out: yea, and wonders without hum-
ber." Psalms139:6: " Such knowledge
is too wonderful for me; it is high, |
cannot attain unto it."

Yes, the more He shows us and
reveals Himself to usby His Spirit, the

By Darryl Amundson

morewerealizehow littlewedo know,
or do see; as through a glass darkly. |
Cor. 13:12: "For now we see through
a glass, darkly; but then face to face:
now | know in part; but then shall |
know even as also | am known." How
wonderful itistoseeeventhethingswe
do see, but what of the glory we shall
yet see; will it not be beyond our com-
prehension?

| find that the farther He helps us
along thisroad to the prize of the High
Calling of God in Christ Jesus, the
more we must realize our helpless-

ness, and our dependence on Him.
Except for just simply believing and
yielding ourselves to His Holy Spirit,
Heleavesvery littlefor usto doinway
of attaining to anything good or spiri-
tual. Heespecially hasnot | eft anything
for our fleshtodointhisregard. Thisis
agood thing. Rom 7:18: "For | know
thatinme(thatis,inmy flesh,) dwelleth
no good thing: for to will is present
withme; but how to performthat which
isgood | find not."

| thank God that He has not left us
alone to complete what He has started



in man, "But we have this treasure in
earthen vessels, that the excellency of
the power may be of God and not of
us," (2 Cor 4:7). If it were up to me, it
would be a complete failure, and be-
lieve me | havetried too many times.

| believe that we have all struggled
inoneway or another to producewithin
ourselvesthat which the Lord wantsto
produce for us. The branch has no life
initself without the Vine. We strive to
make away for ourselves, and we plan
how wemight do Godswill, when God
would just have us to yield ourselves
that we might fit into His plans. We
don't haveto worry; He hasgood plans
for us.

We should remember that we have
been choseninHim, beforethefounda-
tionsof theearthwerelaid, and that we
would walk holy before Him in all
truth. Wewould do well then; now that
He has sedled us as His own, to just
make ourselves available to Him, and
to alow Him to do in our lives that
which Hedesirestodo. | pray that | am
speaking to those who know Christ
personally...if not, now is the time to
accept HimasL ord and Savior, and put
the past behind.

How do we make ourselves avail-
able to Him? By not walking after the
flesh but after the spirit, "because the
carnal mind isenmity against God: for
it is not subject to the law of God,
neither indeed can be. Sothenthey that
arein theflesh cannot please God. But
we have died to self and are not in the
flesh if so be that the Spirit of God
dwellethinus. Now, if we have not the
Spirit of Christ, wearenoneof his. But,
if Christ be in us, the body is dead
because of sin; but the spirit is life
because of righteousness,” (Romans
8:7-10) and that is His righteousness.

Col. 3:3: "For yearedead, and your
lifeishidwith ChristinGod." If weare
dead, isn't then what we do not of
ourselves?Ifitisevil,isit not fromthe
lower parts? That sinthat dwellsin us?
And if it isgood, isit not Christ who
works in us, and through us? On one
side we havethis:

Rom. 7:14-17, Phillips: "After all,
the Law itself isreally concerned with
the spiritual-it is | who am carnal, and
have sold my soul to sin. In practice,
what happens? My own behavior
bafflesme. For | find myself not doing
what | really want to do but doing what
| really loathe. Yet surely if | dothings
that | really don't want to do, | am
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admitting that | really agree with the
Law. But it cannot be said that 'l am
doing them at al-it must be sin that
has made it's home in my nature.™
On the other side we have this:
Phil. 2:13: "For it is God which
workethinyoubothtowill andto do of
His good pleasure.”

Eventhoughitisthat sinthatisinus
that 'makesus dothefoolish thingswe
do, that isstill no excuseto bow to our
lower nature. Paul saysearlierinRom.
6:11-12: "Likewise, reckon ye aso
yourselvesto be dead indeed unto sin,
but aliveunto God through JesusChrist
our Lord. Let not sinthereforereignin
your mortal body, that ye should obey
it in the lusts thereof." We are not
bound to obey sin any longer and we
owe our flesh nothing, for the blood of
Jesushaspaidthedebt that wedid once
owe.

Any goodthat | doinmyself, thatis
inmy flesh, istotheLord asfilthy rags,
and amountsto only apile of hay to be
burnt to nothing. | am very sure, that
when | look upon His face someday
soon, | will beappalled and ashamed at
my self-righteousness.

Isa. 64:6-8: "But we are al as an
unclean thing, and all our
righteousnesses are as filthy rags, and
wedofadeasaleaf; and our iniquities,
likethewind, havetakenusaway. And
thereisnonethat callethuponthy name,
that stirreth up himself to take hold of
thee, for thou hast hid thy facefrom us,
and has consumed us, because of our
iniquities. But now O Lord, thou art
our Father; we are the clay, and thou
our potter, and we all are the work of
thy hand."

What does the clay have to do with
it'sforming, except to be pliableinthe
potters hands? What have we to do
with our forming, but to be available,
and yield ourselves to Hisworking in
our lives?

What doesthemoon havetodowith
itslighting the night sky, except stand
in its ordained spot that the sun might
shine upon it? What does the mirror
haveto do with it bearing theimage of
the one that is looking upon it? We
should bethesame, just standinginthe
placewhere God hasset usthat wealso
may bear theimage of Himwho shines
on us, and through us.

Thereareso many thingswethink a
Christian should do, of ways a Chris-
tian should live and act, so many rules
that must be abided by. There are defi-

nite examplesfor usto follow in order
to be like Christ, but all of this can
really put pressure on our wak with
God. We can fall into condemnation
when we fail to live up to these stan-
dards or be lifted up with pride when
we succeed. But we are no more under
thelaw; wehaverisenabove, for weare
in Christ Jesus, and walk not after the
flesh, but after the Spirit. Itisnow Him
in us who is working to make us what
we need to be.

Beforewewere Christ's, we had our
natural tendencies from the Adamic
nature, or our ‘old man' as we call it.
Because of the fall, we were naturally
led to do these thingsthat we seein the
world, for wewere, asDavid said, born
in sin and shapen in iniquity. We were
on the wide path to death and God's
wrath. But, after receiving God'sgrace
through Christ Jesus, we died to that
old man, and were made a new cre-
ation, and put on the road to life and
liberty, which is Christ in us; living
through us, and ministering through us.
It isthen, no more |, but Christ.

Eph.2:1-3: "Andyou hathhequick-
ened, who were dead in trespasses and
sins, wherein in time past ye walked
according to the course of this world,
according to the prince of the power of
the air, the spirit that now worketh in
the children of disobedience: Among
whom alsoweall had our conversation
(or lifestyle) in times past in the lusts
of theflesh, fulfilling the desires of our
flesh and of the mind; and were by
natur e the children of wrath, even as
others..." We have now taken on His
nature, whereby itisnow our natureto
follow Christ, by the Spirit.

2Cor.5:17: "Thereforeif any man
bein Christ, he is a new creature: old
things are passed away; behold, all
things are become new." Praise the
Lord!

Paul describesthelife of thosewho
areinChristinCol 3:1-3: "If yethenbe
risen with Christ, seek those things,
which are above, where Christ sitteth
on the right hand of God. Set your
affectiononthingsabove, not onthings
on the earth. For ye are dead, and your
lifeishid with Christ in God."

Y ou will noticethat it does not say
'If you do these things, then you are
risen with Christ'. Thank God. We are
risenwith Christ by faith and the scrip-
tures show what a life in Him looks
like, for we need that knowledge in
order to be renewed. Not a knowledge
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about Him, but aknowledge of Him. It
plants in us that faith needed to walk
according to Hiswill. Thank the Lord
for the Living Word, which we have
accessreadily by thisBook. Cal. 3:10:
"...Andhaveput onthenew man, which
isrenewed in knowledge after theim-
ageof himthat created him..." Wehave
been shown by example on how to be,
so how saintsof God; itistimewestop
our doing and start our BEING.

So why then do we have such a
problem with our old nature? Could it
bethat weareconstantly callingonitto
help? Could it be that we are feeding
our lustsby thethingswe seeand hear?
How can it stay dead when we keep
giving it occasiontolive? Wetry to do
so much ourselves (that is our flesh),
when it is Christ in usthat needsto do
the work. We accept the truth that He
started the work, | think we accept the
truth that He will finish the work; so
what makes us think that we can do
anything in between?

Gal.3:2-3: "Thisonly would| learn
of you, Received ye the Spirit by the
works of the law, or by the hearing of
faith? Areyesofoolish?Having begun
in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect
by the flesh?" Phil. 1:6: "Being confi-
dent of this very thing, that he which
hath begun a good work in you, will
finish it until the day of Jesus Christ."
Hewill carry usall theway through!

Wearetold to mortify our members
that are upon the earth; those worldly
tendenciesthat onceruledus. Y oumight
say then, well there is something we
must do in regards to our walk, some-
thing we can fight against. But, let me
ask aquestionthat might sound strange
at first. What isthemost effortlessway
to kill something, like say a goldfish?
That'sright! Don't feed it! This'action’
on your part is actually an 'inaction'.
We can be still, and yet mortify our
flesh. Rom. 13:14: "But put ye on the
Lord Jesus Christ, and make not pro-
vision for theflesh, to fulfill the lusts
thereof."

It's when we take the time to feed
our oldmanthat heresurrectsand comes
back to haunt us. Thereisno doubt that
in these days, we receive plenty of
opportunity to satisfy our flesh. Follow
then your new tendency, or inclination
in the Spirit, and just don't fulfil the
lusts of the flesh. Rom. 6:12: "L et not
sinthereforereigninyour mortal body,
that ye should obey it in the lusts
thereof." Don't give your flesh any-

thing to feed on, but rather be filled
withthe Spirit, andjust follow thisnew
course you have been set on, remem-
bering that we have been made a new
creation. Eph. 5:17, 18: "Wherefore
be ye not unwise, but understanding
what thewill of theLordis. And benot
drunk with wine, wherein is excess,
but befilled with the Spirit..."

What is this new course we have
been set on? Andwhat againisthisnew
inclination we have in our new nature,
eventhenatureof Christ?Itistobeled
by the Spirit and to be Sons of God.
Rom. 8:14: "For asmany asareled by
the Spirit of God, they ar e the sons of
God." Ohyes, as sons of God we have
a great responsibility in many ways,
but it al is rooted in letting go, and
letting God do His work in us. When
the cloud moves, we move. When we
hear the sound of agoing oninthetops
of the mulberry bushes, do we step out
tobattle, or ask, what will thou haveme
to do? It is now our nature to follow
Him. The nature of sheep isto follow
the Shepherd. The nature of the moon
istofollow the sun. So must wefollow
theSon! WehaveaShepherdtofollow.
We have Him in our homes, by way of
Fathers; inthelocal Assembly, by way
of Elders; in the Church universal, as
TravelingMinistries; andwehaveHim
in our hearts, in the person of the Holy
Spirit.

I'm sorry if I'm over emphasizing
this point, but, before, we had natural
worldly intentions. Now we are anew
creation and we have our sights on
heavenly things, and the life we now
live is by Jesus Christ. He is our life,
and any good we do according to the
Fathers plan, will beaproduct, or fruit
of our abiding in Him and yielding
ourselves to His Holy Spirit, and let-
ting Him rule our lives. Col. 3:15-16:
"And let the peace of God ruleinyour
hearts, tothewhichalsoyearecalledin
one body; and be ye thankful. L et the
word of Christdwell inyourichlyinall
wisdom..."

I'm usually not one to pick at indi-
vidual words found in the scriptures,
but in light of this subject, the word
'let" isonel have noticed, and | appre-
ciateit's use here. In this application |
believeit to mean 'to allow, or permit'.
In simplicity, to block a stream from
flowing down its natural course, by
way of a dam or something similar,
would beto 'not alow it'. Now to take
away that Dam would be letting, or

allowing the stream to flow where it
really wants to flow, and where it is
inclined to flow. It takes no strength of
our own to let something be. " L et the
peace of God rulein our hearts," (Col.
3:15) " Let theword of Christ dwell in
you richly." (Col. 3:16) Let thismind
beinus, whichwasin Christ Jesus. L et
Him have full control. The veil of the
flesh has been taken away. Don't put it
up again, but let it go and let it flow.
Praise God!

A most important act then is to be
gtill and know. Trust and obey. Let
Him lead us like a Shepherd. We can
thank The Comforter that we do know.
He has not left us without instruction,
but thisinstruction is really not to tell
us what to do, for we have an unction
from the Holy One and we know all
things. He does not force us by law to
beinHiswill. It givesusan example of
how aSon of God is, and thedirection
wecan expecttogoif weareled by the
Holy Spirit. Forewarning in away. It
really is aroadmap to Life, asthe old
song says.

1 John 2:20: "But ye have an unc-
tion from the Holy One, and ye know
all things. | have not written unto you
because ye know not the truth, but
becauseyeknow it, and that nolieisof
the truth...But the anointing which ye
have received of him abideth in you,
andyeneed not that any manteachyou:
but asthe same anointing teacheth you
of al things, and istruth, andisnolie,
and even asit hath taught you, ye shall
abidein him. And now, little children,
abide in him; that, when he shall ap-
pear, wemay have confidence, and not
be ashamed before him at hiscoming.”

He has given us an end product to
see, and to taste, and we have tasted
that the Lord isgracious, therefore, we
pressonin Him, to apprehend that for
whichalsoweareapprehended of Christ
Jesus.

It was one day, while praying and
meditating beforethe Lord, that | real-
ized something. Day in and day out |
would ask that I might doHiswill, with
good intentions I'm sure, but | would
always come back afailure, never do-
ing asmuch as| thought | should have
been doing. Rarely saying the thing
that | thought | should have been say-
ing, and not being able to minister to
certain needs that | came into contact
with, that | thought I should be minis-
tering to. What was wrong with me, |
would ask. The Lord seemed to show



me, in different ways and through dif-
ferent Ministries, that | am not able to
do Hiswill at all inthisway. If | were
able to His will, | would not need the
Anointing, whichisChrist. Even Jesus
himself prayed, "Notmy will but Thine
be done" Or "They will be done"
(Matt. 26:42). Y es, Thy will bedonein
my life, regardlessof what | think or do
Lord. Regardless of how | would doit,
just havethineownway. ItiswhenHis
will isdone in you and in me that His
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glory will be shownin us, in our fami-
lies,intheChurch, andintheworld. Oh
that | might get out of theway and seek
His Anointing!

Itissohumbling tothink that wehave
this treasure in earthen vessels, that the
Excellency of the power would be of
God and not of us. Heisdefinitely using
us, but let us not desire any glory for
ourselves by trying to accomplish His
will in our own strength, for only Heis
worthy, and only He is able to accom-

plish what concerns you and me today.
Do you want to do His will and His
work?"...believe on Him whom He has
sent” (John 6:29). Abide in Him, and
feed on Hisword, which is the bread of
life, our sustenance. Only He is able to
liftusupintothosehigher realmswhereby
wearenot affected by that which hinders
us now. He will supply our need con-
cerning this, for He has given us al
things that pertain unto life, and godli-
ness. Bless His wonderful name!

The Royal Priesthood

"But ye are a chosen generation, a
royal priesthood, an holy nation, ape-
culiar people; that yeshould shew forth
the praises of him who hath called you
out of darknessinto hismarvel ouslight:
Which in time past were not a people,
but are now the people of God: which
had not obtained mercy, but now have
obtainedmercy," (1 Peter 2:9-10,KJV).
Before the foundation of the world
God's plan of bringing forth a holy
nation wasformulated. A nationwhich
was to be holy and without blame be-
fore Himinlove (Eph 1:4, KJV). This
was not only to be a holy nation but a
kingdom of priests, in other words a
royal priesthood. Since the days of
creation it has been God's desire to
bring forth a people after His image
(Gen 1:26-27, KJV). Even though we
have not as yet arrived at this high
calling we have the potential, in God,
of attaining untoit. To bein theimage
of God doesnot mean that wewill look
like God. God is a spirit and has no
form either imagined or molded by the
hand of man and God strictly forbids
making an image of anything for wor-
ship. "Y ou shall not make for yourself
acarved image— any likeness of any-
thing that isin heaven above, or that is
in the earth beneath, or that is in the
water under the earth" (Deut 5:8,
NKJV). "No man hath seen God at any
time; theonly begotten Son, whichisin
the bosom of the Father, he hath de-
clared him" (John 1:18, KJV) Jesus
cameto reveal the Father to us. "Jesus
saith unto him, Have | been so long
time with you, and yet hast thou not
known me, Philip?hethat hath seenme
hath seen the Father; and how sayest
thou then, Shew usthe Father?' (John

By F.T. Patterson

14:9, KJV). "Behold, avirgin shall be
with child, and shall bring forth a son,
andthey shall call hisnameEmmanuel,
which being interpreted is, God with
us," (Matt 1:23, KJV). Thebibleisnot
just a collection of 66 books. It is one
book and one message. The old testa-
ment, bringsforththetypeand shadow,
the promise if you like, and the new
testament, the fulfillment or thereality
of the promise. So it is with the royal
priesthood; "Now if you obey mefully
and keep my covenant, then out of all
nations you will be my treasured pos-
session. Although the whole earth is
mine, you will befor me akingdom of
priestsand aholy nation. These arethe
wordsyouaretospeak tothelsraglites’
(Ex 19:5-6, NIV). Exodus 19:6 and 1
Peter 2:9 are very much alike, the dif-
ference being that in the old testament,
it says 'you shall be' and in the new
testament it says 'you are’. The N.T.
usestheterm 'you are' even though we
have not yet appropriated the promise.
"Beloved, now arewethe sonsof God,
and it doth not yet appear what we shall
be but we know that, when he shall
appear, we shall be like him; for we
shall see him as he is," (1 John 3:2,
KJV). We have been adopted into the
family of God, not to remain as babes
or children of God, but to grow up
spiritually into mature membersof His
family. "Blessed bethe God and Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath
blessed uswithall spiritual blessingsin
heavenly places in Christ. According
as he hath chosen usin him before the
foundation of theworld, that weshould
be holy and without blame before him
in love: Having predestinated us unto
theadoptionof childrenby JesusChrist

to himself, according to the good plea-
sureof hiswill," (Eph1:3-5, KJV). We
are to bear the family likeness of that
Heavenly family. "God, in His fore-
knowledge, chose them to bear the
family likeness of His son, that He
might bethe eldest of afamily of many
brothers. Hechosethemlong ago; when
thetimecameHecalledthem, Hemade
them righteous in His sight, and then
lifted themtothe splendor of lifeasHis
own sons," (Rom 8:29-30, Phillips).
The Christian life is one of growth;
growing up into that which God has
purposed for us. "We will in al things
grow up into himwho isthe Head, that
is, Christ. From him the whole body,
joined and held together by every sup-
porting ligament, grows and builds it-
self up in love, as each part does its
work" (Eph 4:15-16, NIV). We are
exhorted to "grow in grace and in the
knowledgeof Christ" (2 Peter 3:18). In
the sovereignty of God He has made
availabletousthat deeper lifeinChrist,
but thereisaresponsibility on our part
to enter into that which He has made
available. In the natura life, growth
comes and a child matures as the days
go by. This is assured unless there is
some physical impairment which hin-
ders his growth. In the spiritual there
can also be impairment to growth. In
order togrow inthe Spirit wemust feed
on the word of God, spend time in
prayer and seeking God. We must lis-
ten to the voice of the Spirit and beled
by the Spiritin our daily lives. Wemay
well ask how does oneknow if itisthe
Spirit of God speakingto usor isit our
own mind. As we seek God thereisa
renewing that takes place in our mind;
we become partakers of the mind of
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Christ. "l beseech youtherefore, breth-
ren, by the mercies of God, that you
present your bodies a living sacrifice,
holy, acceptableto God, whichisyour
reasonable service. And do not be con-
formed to this world, but be trans-
formed by the renewing of your mind,
that you may prove what is that good
and acceptableand perfectwill of God,"
(Rom 12:1-2, NKJV). It isour respon-
sibility to present our bodies and lives
to the Lord as a living sacrifice, it is
God's part to renew our minds. God
provides wisdom for each of usif we
genuinely ask for it. "If any of you lack
wisdom, let himask of God, that giveth
toall menliberally, and upbraideth not;
and it shall be given him. But let him
ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he
that wavereth islike awave of the sea
driven with the wind and tossed,"
(James 1:5-6, KJV). The wisdom that
God gives will always agree with the
word of God and God has given us
spiritual Ministrieswhowill beableto
give advice founded on the word of
God, aswell as being led by the Spirit
of God.

Finding the will of God and the
leading of theHoly Spiritinour livesis
sometimes misunderstood as hearing
the voice of God speaking to usin an
audibleway or searching thescriptures
until one findsa scripturewhich fitsin
with our desireinthematter regardless
of what otherssay. Therearethosewho
say God told me to do this or that
regardless of the consequences. Some
guide lines in seeking the will of God
might be:

1. God will not ask us to break the
law of theland unlessit conflicts with
His higher law; such as rgjecting His
law or rejecting our faith. "Obey the
government, for Godistheonewho put
it there. All governments have been
placed in power by God. So those who
refuse to obey the laws of the land are
refusing to obey God, and punishment
will follow," (Rom 13:1-2, NLT).

2.Godwill not ask ustodo anything
which may appear to be wrong even
thoughit may not be. "Abstainfromall
appearance of evil," (1 Thess 5:22,
KJV).

3. God will not ask usto neglect or
fail to providefor our family, evenif it
appears to be doing the will of God.
"Butif any providenot for hisown, and
specially for those of hisown house, he
hath denied thefaith, and isworsethan
aninfidel," (1 Tim 5:8, KJV).

4."Providethingshonestinthesight
of al men," (Rom 12:17, KJV).

5. "If anyone considers himself
religious and yet does not keep atight
rein on histongue, he deceiveshimself
and hisreligion isworthless. Religion
that God our Father acceptsaspureand
faultless is this, to look after orphans
and widows in their distress and to
keep oneself from being polluted by
theworld,” (James 1:26-27, NIV).

6. There is much in the old testa-
ment regarding how we should treat
one another, especially those who are
lessfortunatethan ourselves. Thereare
things in the old testament that do not
apply to us such as the sacrifices and
ordinances of worship. Yet there are
instructions which are astrue today as
they were to the nation of Israel. Jesus
told the parable of the good Samaritan
and that | should love my neighbour as
my self in Luke 10:27-37. Leviticus
19:9-18 adso instructs us regarding the
way weshouldtreat othersandinverse
18 quotes the same scripture as Jesus
did: "Do not seek revenge or bear a
grudge against one of your people, but
loveyour neighbor asyourself. | amthe
LORD," (Lev 19:18, NIV).

7. "Finaly, brothers, whatever is
true, whatever is noble, whatever is
right, whatever is pure, whatever is
lovely, whatever isadmirable - if any-
thingisexcellent or prai seworthy-think
about such things. Whatever you have
learned or received or heard from me,
or seen in me-put it into practice. And
the God of peace will be with you,"
(Phil 4:8-9, NIV).

8. Which of us can dispute therole
of the ten commandments in our life
and Christian walk today?

It may seem | have strayed away
from the subject of the royal priest-
hood, however it is a high and holy
callingand only the'called, chosenand
faithful' will becounted worthy towear
the priestly garments. Every blood
washed child of God has been called
out of theworld totheroyal priesthood
and are chosen to bear the family like-
nessof our elder brother Jesus. To bear
the priestly office, however, requires
faithfulnessin every aspect of our life.
Faithful to minister in the office of the
priesthood, faithful to walk a holy life
and faithful to bear the needs of the
body of Christ.

The priestly garments are abundant
with type and shadow which pertain to
our royal priesthood. "Awake, awake,

put on thy strength, O Zion; put on thy
beautiful garments, O Jerusalem, the
holy city; for henceforth there shall no
morecomeintotheetheuncircumcised
and theunclean,”" (Isa52:1, KJV). The
garments of the high priest were beau-
tiful, resplendent with colors of gold
(deity), blue (of the heavenly), Purple
(royalty) and scarlet (sacrificeor blood
of redemption). They were made of
linen which speaks of the righteous-
ness of the saints. "Let us be glad and
rejoice, and give honour to him: for the
marriage of the Lamb iscome, and his
wife hath made herself ready. And to
her was granted that she should be
arrayed in fine linen, clean and white;
for thefinelinenistherighteousnessof
saints," (Rev 19:7-8, KJV). Onething
that seemsto stand out isthat the gar-
ments of the priest were put on in a
certainorder and GodisaGod of order.
Moseswastold to build the tabernacle
according to the pattern (Heb 8:5) and
Solomon's temple was aso built ac-
cordingtothepattern (1 Ch. 28:11-12).
God's building today, the church, is
alsobeingbuilt accordingtothepattern
(Eph. 4:11-16) with Jesus Christ Him-
self being the chief corner or capstone
(Eph 2:20).
Linen garments

The under garments of the priest
were, first of al, linen breeches from
the loins to the thighs to cover the
nakedness of the priest. This speaks of
modesty bothintheir attireand actions.
Ontop of thisheworealong linen coat
reaching from the shouldersto hisfeet.
These were called the white linen gar-
ments. His flesh was completely cov-
ered, speaking of the righteousness of
God which covers our sinful nature
(flesh). The flesh is the carnal nature
whichwewerebornwiththat separates
usfromfellowship with God. Wewere
born in sin and shapen in iniquity, and
until the glorious light of salvation
shone into our hearts, when we ac-
cepted Jesus as our Savior, we lived
and walked in darkness. When we ac-
cepted the Lord our spirit was quick-
ened and madealiveand wereceived a
new nature but the old carna nature
was still alive within us. The apostle
Paul was painfully aware of this as he
wrote; "For | delight in the law of God
after the inward man But | see another
law in my members, warring against
the law of my mind, and bringing me
into captivity tothelaw of sinwhichis
inmy members,” (Rom7:22-23, KJV).



In Psalm 133, the holy anointing ail
waspoured on Aaron and flowed down
hisraobes, none of it touching hisflesh.

At the ordination of Aaron and his
sons, Moses washed them with water
in the laver and then began to dress
them in the garments of the priest. He
anointed them, aswell aseverythingin
the tabernacle, with the holy anointing
oil. (Lev8:3-12)"Andthoushaltanoint
Aaron and his sons, and consecrate
them, that they may minister untomein
thepriest'soffice. Andthou shalt speak
untothechildren of Israel, saying, This
shall be an holy anointing oil unto me
throughout your generations. Upon
man's flesh shall it not be poured, nei-
ther shall ye make any other like it,
after the composition of it: it is holy,
and it shall be holy unto you," (Ex
30:30-32, KJV). God will not anoint
the flesh, therefore the linen garments
were first placed on the priests so that
they could be anointed to minister.
Thisis atype of our baptism; not that
weclean up theflesh but rather that we
enter into the death and resurrection of
our Lord."Or don't youknow that all of
uswho were baptized into Christ Jesus
were baptized into hisdeath? Wewere
therefore buried with himthrough bap-
tism into death in order that, just as
Christwasraisedfromthedead through
theglory of the Father, wetoo may live
a new life" (Rom 6:3-4, NIV). In a
manner of speaking we are putting on
the garments of righteousness as we
follow the Lord into baptism. We are
being clothed uponwithimpartedrigh-
teousness. We are to reckon ourselves
dead to sin and alive unto God. "Like-
wise reckon ye also yourselves to be
dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto
Godthrough Jesus Christ our Lord. L et
not sin therefore reign in your mortal
body, that ye should obey it inthelusts
thereof. Neither yield ye your mem-
bersasinstrumentsof unrighteousness
untosin: butyieldyourselvesunto God,
as those that are aive from the dead,
and your members as instruments of
righteousness unto God," (Rom 6:11-
13, KJV). "For in this we groan, ear-
nestly desiring to be clothed upon with
our house which is from heaven: If so
be that being clothed we shall not be
found naked. For we that are in this
tabernacle do groan, being burdened:
not for that wewould be unclothed, but
clothed upon, that mortality might be
swallowed up of life" (2 Cor 5:2-4,
KJV). Hemust increase whilewe must
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decrease (John 3:30, KJV). As roya
priests, "Since, then, you have been
raised with Christ, set your hearts on
things above, where Christ is seated at
the right hand of God. Set your minds
on things above, not on earthly things.
For you died, and your life is now
hiddenwith ChristinGod. When Christ,
whoisyour life, appears, thenyou al so
will appear with him in glory,” (Col
3:1-4, NIV).
Robe of the Ephod

On top of the white linen garments
was placed a blue seamless robe. This
wasasleevel essrobeof blueextending
from the shoulders almost to the feet
with golden bells interspersed with
pomegranates of blue, purpleand scar-
let on the hem. It was woven in one
piece with areinforced opening at the
top through which the head passed. As
the priest moved about in the Holy
Place the bells would ring, signaling
that the priest was ministering there.
"Maketherobeof theephod entirely of
bluecloth, withanopeningfor thehead
in its center. There shall be a woven
edge like a collar around this opening,
sothat it will not tear. Make pomegran-
ates of blue, purple and scarlet yarn
around the hem of the robe, with gold
bellsbetweenthem. Thegold bellsand
thepomegranatesaretoalternatearound
the hem of the robe. The sound of the
bells will be heard when he enters the
Holy Place beforetheLORD and when
he comes out, so that he will not die,"
(Ex. 20:31-35, NIV). The robe was
blue in color, a type of heavenly ser-
vice. It was seamless reminding us of
the seamless robe that Jesus our High
Priest wore. The tinkling bells were
heard by the people when the priest
was in the holy place ministering and
they knew the sacrifice was accepted.
Thepomegranatesspeak of beingfruit-
ful in ministering and in our Christian
life.

Ephod

The ephod was a sleeveless vest or
tunic composed of separate front and
back pieces joined with golden clasps
at the shoulders. It was made of linen
withgold, blue, purpleand scarlet thread
woven into it. On the shoulders were
placed ouches of gold, or settings for
two onyx stones. On these stoneswere
engraved the names of the Children of
Israel, six on one stone and six on the
other. Thehigh priest wasto bear these
stones on his shoulders as a memorial
before the Lord typifying that he bore

the weight of the Children of Israel
upon his shoulders.
Girdle of the Ephod

Thegirdle, or sash, wastied around
the waist and made of the same mate-
rial and colors as the ephod. It's pur-
pose was to hold the two parts of the
ephod together. It was rumored that to
be girded with the sash meant that the
priest was girded for service and ready
to minister.

Breastplate

Over theephodtheHighPriest wore
abreastplate that was doubled to form
a sguare. It was made of the same
material astheephod. It wasfastened at
the top to the shoulders of the ephod
with braided golden chainswhichwere
attached to golden rings on the breast-
plate. The bottom sides of the breast
plate were fastened to the ephod with
blue cords. On the front of the breast-
plate were fastened twelve precious
stones in four rows of three. On each
stonewas engraved the name of one of
thetribesof Israel. Refer to (Ex 28:15-
28). "Whenever Aaron enterstheHoly
Place, he will bear the names of the
sons of Israel over his heart on the
breastpi ece of decision asacontinuing
memorial beforetheLORD," (Ex 28:29,
NIV). The High Priest carried the
weight of the people on his shoulders
and upon his heart. He bore their bur-
dens and carried their needs upon his
heart. Our Great High Priest does this
continually for us." Surely hehathborne
our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet
we did esteem him stricken, smitten of
God, and afflicted," (Isa53:4).

Urim and Thummin

These were stones placed in the
breastplatewhichwascalledthebreast-
plate of judgement. Possibly it was
doubled under to form a pocket as a
place to keep the Urim and Thummin.
Themeaningof theUrimislightswhile
Thummin means perfections. They
were given as stones of guidance. The
priest would consult them for Divine
guidance as to the will of God.

We know the Urim and Thummin
were used to seek God's Divine guid-
ance but it is not recorded in scripture
theway inwhichthey wereused. Aswe
have seen, however, each part of the
high priests garments had a spiritual
significance and so it was with the
Urimand Thummin. They consisted of
two stones, speaking of thedual minis-
try of Christ and the Divine guidance
we receive from the Holy Spirit in



PAGE 8 — SHARON STAR —March/April 2005

every facet of our spiritual walk. They
are type of Christ, being called lights
and perfections. The Urim speaking of
Christ asthelight of the world and the
light of our salvation and Thummin as
type of our perfection in Christ. Even
as the high priest consulted the Urim
and Thummin for guidance, we are
abletocometothel ordfor guidancein
our Christian walk. As | have quoted
before. "If any of you lack wisdom, let
him ask of God, that giveth to all men
liberaly, and unbraideth not; and it
shall begiven him," (James 1.5, KJV).
We receive guidance as we are led by
the Holy Spirit (Romans 8:14). Asour
mindsarerenewed our thinkingistrans-
formed and we walk according to the
dictates of the Holy Spirit (Romans
12:2). Intheeconomy of |srael thehigh
priest wasthe only onethat wasableto
consult the Urim and Thummin. Now
as kings and priests we have received
the right to have the light of the Urim
and to enter into perfection of the
Thummin, going forth into the Holy of
Holies to minister in the sanctuary.
Mitre

Thiswasaturban of finelinenwhich
adorned the High Priest's head. At-
tached to the mitre by a blue cord was
agoldenplateengravedwith"Holiness
to the Lord". This speaks to me of the
mind being clothed with righteousness
and holiness to the Lord.

The Day of Atonement

On the tenth day of the seventh
month the High Priest entered into the
Holy of Holies with the blood of the
sacrificeto atonefor thesinsof himsel f
andthepeople."Now whenthesethings
were thus ordained, the priests went
alwaysintothefirst tabernacle, accom-
plishing the service of God. But into
the second went the high priest alone
once every year, not without blood,
which he offered for himself, and for
the errors of the people," (Heb 9:6-7,
KJV) On the day of atonement, when
entering the Holy of Holies, he did not
wear the aforementioned glorious
priestly garments but wore holy linen
garments sometimes known as gar-
ments of service. He entered the Holy
of Holies with garments that spoke of
humbl eness. Hehumbl ed himself when
he came into God's presence in contri-
tion of spirit, not only bringing the
blood of the sacrifice to atone for sins
but also with sorrow of heart for the
sins of the people. "He shall put onthe
holy linen tunic, and the linen under-

garments shall be next to hisbody, and
he shall be girded with the linen sash
and attired with the linen turban (these
areholy garments). Then heshall bathe
his body in water and put them on,"
(Lev 16:4, NASU). He took the blood
of the sacrifice and sprinkled it on the
mercy seat and made atonement for the
people. "He shall take some of the
blood of thebull and sprinkleit with his
finger on the mercy seat on the cast
side; and beforethemercy seat he shall
sprinkle some of the blood with his
finger seven times. Then he shall kill
thegoat of thesin offering, whichisfor
the people, bring its blood inside the
veil, do with that blood as he did with
the blood of the bull, and sprinkleit on
the mercy seat and before the mercy
seat. So he shall make atonement for
theHoly Place, because of theunclean-
ness of the children of Israel, and be-
cause of their transgressions, for all
their sins; and so he shall do for the
tabernacle of meeting which remains
among them in the midst of their un-
cleanness. There shall benomaninthe
tabernacle of meeting when he goesin
to make atonement in the Holy Place,
until he comes out, that he may make
atonement for himself, for his house-
hold, and for al the assembly of Is-
rael," (Lev. 16:14-18, NKJV). After he
had taken the blood of the sacrifices
into the Holy of Holiesand sprinkled it
onthemercy seat he came out and took
off theholy linen garments, washed his
body and dressedinthegloriouspriestly
garments."Then Aaronistogointothe
Tent of Meeting and take off the linen
garments he put on before he entered
theMost Holy Place, and heisto leave
themthere. Heshall bathehimself with
water in a holy place and put on his
regular garments. Then he shall come
out and sacrifice the burnt offering for
himself and the burnt offering for the
peopl e, to make atonement for himself
and for all the people,”" (Lev 16:23-24,
NIV).
Levites

God ordained thetribe of Levi to be
the priestly tribe. They fell into three
categories. 1. Levites, whichlaboredin
the service of the tabernacle, such as
setting up and taking down. 2. Priests
which ministeredinthetabernaclepre-
paring sacrifices and carrying the holy
articleswhen they moved, such ascar-
rying the Ark of the Covenant over the
Jordan river into the promised land. 3.
The High Priest was ordained to be

responsiblefor thetabernacle, itsdaily
offeringsand functions, and itsregular
feasts which were held three times a
year. These feasts include Passover,
Pentecost, theDay of Atonement which
was followed by the Feast of Taber-
nacles (Lev 23). The specia function
of the High Priest was performed on
the Day of Atonement when he took
the blood of the sacrificeinto the Holy
of Holies to make atonement for the
sinsof Israel. This speaksto me of the
body of Christ each functioningin his
respective ministry. "From whom the
whole body, joined and knit together
by what every joint supplies, according
to the effective working by which ev-
ery part doesitsshare, causesgrowth of
the body for the edifying of itself in
love," (Eph 4:16, NKJV)
M elchizedek Priesthood

"Melchizedek was king of Salem
and priest of God Most High. He met
Abraham returning from the defeat of
thekingsand blessed him, and Abraham
gave him a tenth of everything. First,
his name means "king of righteous-
ness'; thenalso, "king of Salem" means
"king of peace." Without father or
mother, without genealogy, without
beginning of daysor end of life, likethe
Son of God he remains a priest for-
ever," (Heb7:1-3, NTV). Melchizedek
lived in the days of Abram long before
theL evitical Priesthood wasinstituted.
He was a king and priest of the most
high God, therefore aRoyal Priest. He
had neither beginning of days nor end
of life; therefore an eterna priest. He
did not have mother or father so his
lineage was not of the natural realm.
Wealso arestrangersand foreignersto
therealm (Eph 2:19) and arecitizensof
theheavenly realm. Hewasinthelike-
ness of the Son of God. "For those God
foreknew he also predestined to be
conformed to the likeness of his Son,
that he might be the firstborn among
many brothers," (Rom 8:20, NIV). He
collectedtithesfrom Abram; thegreater
received tithes from the lesser (Heb
7:7). The Levitica priesthood could
not bring eternal redemption, they could
only take the sacrificeinto the Holy of
Holies once a year to make atonment
for the people. They would have to do
it again and again year after year. "If
perfection could have been attained
through the Levitical priesthood (for
on the basis of it the law was given to
the people), why was there still need
for another priest to come-one in the



order of Melchizedek, not in the order
of Aaron?' (Heb 7:11, NIV) Another
priesthood was needed because the
blood of bull and goats could never
bring eternal redemption. " Christ came
as High Priest of the good things to
come, with the greater and more per-
fect tabernacle not made with hands,
thatis, not of thiscreation. Not withthe
blood of goatsand calves, but with His
own blood He entered the Most Holy
Place once for al, having obtained
eternal redemption,” (Heb 9:11-12,
NKJIV).

There hasbeen much speculationas
to who Melechizedek was. Some have
thought he was Christ while others
have thought he was an angelic being.
Actually thereisnofirmexplanationin
scripture asto who hewas. It does say,
however, that he was like the Son of
God. Hebrews 7:17 says that Christ
was a priest forever after the order of
Meélchizedek. Hiswasan eternal priest-
hood. Heenteredinto aheavenly taber-
nacle not with the blood of bulls and
goats but with His own blood. "Christ
came as high Priest of the good things
to come, with the greater and more
perfect tabernaclenot madewith hands,
thatis, not of thiscreation. Not withthe
blood of goatsand calves, but with His
own blood He entered the Most Holy
Place once for al, having obtained
eternal redemption,” (Heb 9:11-12,
NKJIV).

"The Lord sware and will to repent,
Thouart apriest for ever after theorder
of Melchizedek. By so muchwas Jesus
made a surety of a better treatment,”
(Heb7:21-22, KJV). Thepriesthood of
Christ was an eternal priesthood, He
was without beginning of days or end
of lifeaccording to His Divine geneal -
ogy. He obtained eternal redemption
for mankind with his own blood. He
was, therefore, apriest forever after the
order Melchizedek. EvenasChrist was
of the priestly order of Melchizedek,
weare... "to beconformedtotheimage
of His Son," (Rom 8:29). It follows
then that Christ was of the order of
Melchizedek and we are to be con-
formedto Hisimagethat wearea soto
be partakers of the order of
Meélchizedek. Not that wearepartakers
in the fullest sense of the word but we
are growing up into that priesthood.
"Till we all attain unto the unity of the
faith, and of the knowledge of the Son
of God, untoafull grownman, untothe
measure of the stature of thefullness of
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Christ...\WWe may grow up in al things
into him, who is the head, (even)
Christ;" (Eph 4:13,15, ASV).

The Lord has made us heirs of a
kingdom that shall never pass away.
"Thenthesovereignty, power andgreat-
ness of the kingdoms under the whole
heavenwill behanded over tothesaints,
the people of the Most High, Hisking-
dom will be an everlasting kingdom,
and all rulers will worship and obey
him," (Dan 7:27, NIV). Daniel 2 tells
of a dream that Nebuchadnezzar had
and could not remember. In the dream
the Lord revealed to him the different
nations that would rule the earth and
what would happen in the last days. In
the last days there would be nations
that were mixed like iron and clay and
could not be bonded together. Is that
not apicture of the nations of the earth
today, some weak, some strong and at
oddswith one another?"In the time of
those kings, the God of heaven will set
up a kingdom that will never be de-
stroyed, nor will it be left to another
people. Itwill crushall thosekingdoms
and bring them to an end, but it will
itself endureforever. Thisisthe mean-
ing of the vision of the rock cut out of
amountain, but not by human hands -
arock that broke the iron, the bronze,
the clay, the silver and the gold to
pieces," (Dan 2:44-45, NIV). In the
same dream Nebuchandnezzar saw a
stone cut out from a mountain that
grew and filled the whole earth. Praise
God! Thereisapeoplewho may not be
great in number, may not be of much
account, may seem to be bereft of
power, who though seemingly are of
little value, but they are growing in
strength and in power until they shall
fill thewholeearth. "Theearth shall be
filled with the knowledge of the glory
of the LORD, as the waters cover the
sea," (Hab 2:14, KJV).

The saints of the Most High God
will not just inhabit the kingdom but
will beadministratorsof that kingdom.
"To himwho lovesusand hasfreed us
from our sins by his blood, and has
made usto be akingdom and prieststo
serve his God and Father-to him be
glory and power for ever and ever!"
(Rev 1:5-6, NIV). Amen! These are
Royal Priests"Y ou have madethemto
be a kingdom and priests to serve our
God, and they will reign on the earth,”
(Rev5:10,NI1V)."Blessedand holy are
those who have part in the first resur-
rection. Thesecond death hasno power

over them, but they will be priests of
God and of Christ and will reign with
him for a thousand years," (Rev 20:6,
NIV) "And God shall wipe away all
tearsfromtheir eyes; and thereshall be
no moredeath, neither sorrow, nor cry-
ing, neither shall there be any more
pain: for the former things are passed
away," (Rev 21:4, KJV). "There will
be no more night. They will not need
the light of alamp or the light of the
sun, for the Lord God will give them
light. And they will reign for ever and
ever," (Rev 22:5, NIV). Jesus taught
his disciples to pray, "Thy kingdom
come, Thy will bedoneonearth, asitis
in Heaven" (Matt. 6:10). That prayer
has been prayed around the world for
almost 2000 yearsand | have no doubt
that God will answer that prayer. |
believe we are living in the age of its
fulfillment. God will bring the king-
dom to birth in the earth and he will
have"A glorious church with out spot,
or wrinkle, or any such thing; but it
should be holy and without blemish"
(Eph. 5:27).

"It istime for the Saints to take the
kingdom'." Andthat, knowingthetime,
that now itishigh timeto awake out of
dleep; for now is our salvation nearer
thanwhenwebelieved. Thenightisfar
spent, theday isat hand; let ustherefore
cast off the works of darkness, and let
us put on the armour of light." (Rom
13:11-12,KJV). Tostudy thehistorical
garments of the Levitical priesthood,
unless it is enlightened by the Holy
Spirit, isjust information and informa-
tion without action is of very little
value. | have tired to emphasize the
spiritual type and shadow that these
garmentsrepresent. Weneedtoprayer-
fully consider them so we can apply
their meaningtoour lives. "Not hearers
only but doers of the word," (James
1:22-25, KJV). To refresh our minds |
would like to go over the priestly gar-
ments again. The linen breeches and
coat speak of haliness, therobeisatype
of our ministering, while the Ephod
and sash speak of us being girded to
minister. Theengraved stoneswith the
tribes of Irsrael upon the shoulders of
the Ephod are a type of carrying the
burden of the people upon the shoul-
ders. The breastplate carried 12 stones
engraved with the names of the tribes
of Israel and points to the fact that the
priest also carried the needs of the
peopleupon hisheart. Theshouldersto
bear and the heart to care was a very
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important part of the High Priestsmin-
istry. Tuckedinsidethebreastplatewas
the Urim and Thummin, or stones of
guidance, which the priest could con-
sult for thedirection of Godinamatter.
This tells me that | should always be
seeking God for directionin all things.
Thelinenhead-piecespeaksabout righ-
teousness and being transformed by
therenewing of our minds. Thegolden
plate which adorned the linen turban
was engraved with 'Holiness to the
Lord' whichisthat which should be on
our minds at all times.

Before Israel was delivered from
Egyptthey spent four hundred andthirty
years immersed in Egyptian culture.
They were delivered from Egypt but
Egypt was not delivered from them.
Many of them still lusted for thethings
of Egypt. "And the mixt multitude that
was among them fell alusting; and the
children of Israel also wept again, and
said, Whoshall giveusfleshtoeat?We
remember thefish, whichwedid eat in
Egypt freely; the cucumbers, and the
melons, and the leeks, and the onions,
thegarlick," (Num11:4-5,KJV). There
wasalonging for thefood of Egypt but
what was worse, there was a longing
for thegodsof Egypt. Thiswasevident
at the time Moses wasin the mountain
receiving the ten commandments.
While he was there, the people took
their gold earrings and asked Aaron to
make gods to lead them. He made a
golden calf which wasin theimage of
oneof thegodsof Egypt (Ex 32:4). God
called them a stiff necked people. He
knew this would be a temptation to
them many times. He gave them ten
commandments, thefirst of whichwas;
"Thou shalt have no other gods before
me. Thou shalt not make unto me any
graven image, or any likeness of any
thing that isin heaven above, or that is
in the earth beneath, or that isin the
water under the earth:" (Ex. 20:3-4,
LKV). They broke the commandment
almost at the same time it was being
written and human nature, being what
it is, things have not changed all that
much.

What does this mean for us? Egypt
isatypeof theworldand Israel'sdeliv-
erance from Egypt is a type of our
deliverance from the world. Even
thoughwehavebeen delivered thereis
still atemptation at times for the plea-
sures of theworld. God isfaithful and
will not allow us to be tempted above
that we are able. "No temptation has

seized you except what is common to
man. And Godisfaithful; hewill notlet
you be tempted beyond what you can
bear. But when you are tempted, he
will aso provide away out so that you
can stand up under it," (1 Cor. 10:13,
NIV). The time must come that we put
off the robes of this world and leave
these things behind, "Therefore put to
death your members which are on the
earth: fornication, uncleanness, pas-
sion, evil desire, and covetousness,
which is idolatry. Because of these
thingsthewrath of Godiscomingupon
the sons of disobedience, inwhichyou
yourselvesoncewakedwhenyoulived
inthem," (Col 3:5-7, NKJV).
WhentheHigh Priest wasnot in his
priestly garments he was dressed the
same as everyone else. His anointing
and spiritual authority was upon him
only when he was clothed upon with
the priestly garments. He had to put of f
hisregular clothes, batheand put onthe
priestly garments. It was then that he
was able to minister in the sanctuary.
Let usalso put off the garments of the
flesh, the garmentsthat are soiled with
the ways of this world; "But now you
yourselves are to put off all these; an-
ger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy
language out of your mouth. Do not lie
to one another, since you have put off
the old man with his deeds," (Col 3:8-
9, NKJV) Even though we are deliv-
ered from Egypt some of the ways of
Egypt are still not delivered from us.
We get angry. Offence and bitterness
rise up within us. In the place where
unity and love should flourishthetares
andweedsof strifeand bitternessgrow.
"Butif yehavebitter envyingandstrife
in your hearts, glory not, and lie not
against the truth. This wisdom
descendeth not from above, but is
earthly, sensual, devilish. For where
cavyingandstrifeis, thereisconfusion
and every evil work," (James 3:14-16,
KJV). Thesegarmentsof theworld are
agreat hindrance to our priestly walk
and the time must come when we take
them off, put ontheroyal garmentsand
enter intothe officeof theRoyal Priest-
hood. "Therefore, as God's chosen
people, holy and dearly loved, clothe
yourselveswith compassion, kindness,
humility, gentlenessand patience. Bear
with each other and forgive whatever
grievances you may have against one
another. Forgive as the Lord forgave
you. And over all these virtues put on
love, which binds them al together in

perfect unity,” (Col 3:12-14, NIV).
"Now is the time to get rid of anger,
rage, malicious behavior, slander, and
dirty language. For you have striped
off your old evil nature and all its
wicked deeds. In its place you have
clothed yourselves with a brand-new
naturethatiscontinually being renewed
as you learn more and more about
Christ, who created this new nature
within you™ (Col 3:7-10, NLT).

Thetimeisat hand for usto put on
the holy garments of the Royal Priest-
hood, having put off the garments of
thisworld, being washed and anointed
that we might enter into the Holy Place
and minister inthesanctuary. "Besides
this you know what [a critical] hour
thisis, how it ishigh time now for you
to wake up out of your sleep (rouse to
reality). For salvation (fina deliver-
ance) isnearer to usnow thanwhenwe
first believed (adhered to, trusted in,
andrelied on Christ, theMessiah). The
night is far gone and the day is almost
here. Let usthen drop (fling away) the
worksand deedsof darknessand put on
the[full] armor of light," (Rom. 13:11-
12, AMP). The whole creation is now
in travail waiting for final deliverance
to come. "In my opinion whatever we
may havetogothroughnowislessthan
nothing compared with the magnifi-
cent future God has prepared for us.
The whole creation is on tiptoe to see
thewonderful sight of the sons of God
coming into their own. The world of
creation cannot as yet see reality, not
becauseitisblind, but becausein God's
purpose it has been so limited - yet it
has been given hope. And the hope is
that in the end thewholeof created life
will be rescued from the tyranny of
changeand decay, and haveitssharein
that magnificent liberty whichcanonly
belongtothechildrenof God," (Rom 8
18-21, Phillips).

Intheend of theagetherewill come
acall fromthereamsof glory: "Alle-
[uial For the Lord God Omnipotent
reigns! Let us be glad and rejoice and
giveHimglory, for the marriage of the
Lambhascome, and Hiswifehasmade
herself ready. Andto her it wasgranted
to be arrayed in fine linen, clean and
bright, for thefinelinenistherighteous
actsof thesaints," (Rev 19:6-8, NKJV).
Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah. The
Lord God Omnipotent reigns. Let us
cast off the works of darkness and be
arrayed with the Holy Priestly gar-
ments. The veil of the temple has been



rentintwo andtheway intothe Holy of
Holiesisopen. Wehavebeen giventhe
unspeakable honor of ministering in
the very presence of God. "Him that
overcometh will I make a pillar in the
temple of my God, and he shall go no
moreout: and | will writeupon himthe
name of my God, and the name of the
city of my God, which is new Jerusa-
lem, which cometh down out of heaven
frommy God, and | will writeuponhim
my new name,”" (Rev 3:12, KJV). We
are, at times, so close to the eternal
realm that the veil which separates us
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fromthat eternal realmisamost trans-
parent and we can sense its glories.
Then the redlity of the world and the
carnal nature begin to blur our vision
and we find ourselves once again out-
side of the Holy Place. The Timeisat
hand that we shall enter into therealm
andnever comeout. PraiseGod!. "Itis
plain too, that we who have aforetaste
of the Spirit are in a state of painful
tension, whilewewait for that redemp-
tion of our bodieswhich will mean that
at last wehaverealized our full sonship
inHim," (Rom8:23, Phillips). "Blessed

are those who wash their robes, that
they may havetheright to the tree of
life and may go through the gates
into the city. The Spirit and the
bride say, ‘Come!" And let him who
hearssay,' Come!' Whoever isthirsty,
let him come; andwhoever wishes, | et
him take the free gift of the water of
life," (Rev22:14,17,NIV). Theprom-
ise is sure, the way is open. Let us
clothe ourselves in the Holy Royal
robes of the Royal Priesthood and go
forth into the Holy of Holies bearing
the needs of creation before the Lord.

Communication With God

Miraclesof themodernworld'scom-
munication systems astound our imagi-
nation. Y ears ago when Alexander Bell
invented and introduced the telephone,
hewas considered awizard. But heonly
scratched the surface of what today has
been one of the wonders of our age. He
found the human voice could be trans-
mitted over wire. Sincethat eventful day
men have, by experimentation, discov-
ered other channel sthrough which mes-
sagescan besenttothefar cornersof the
Earth. Without these existing channels
in the air, provided by an all-wise Cre-
ator, men's efforts would fall to the
ground.

How easy then, for God to also have
established spiritual channels whereby
He can communicatewith man and man
withHim. Through prayer andthegift of
the Holy Spirit, given after the creation
of man and more fully extended at Pen-
tecost, men everywhere can now com-
mune with their Heavenly Father. Gen-
esis4:26reads,"...thenbeganmentocall
upon the Name of the Lord." We must
cometobelieveinGodinordertocall on
Him. Many timesonecallsonGodbutin
vain. Hebrews 11:6 tellsus, "For hethat
cometh to God must believe that Heis,
and that He (God) isarewarder of them
that diligently seek Him." We cannot
expect to shut God out of our lives and
till call upon Him for help. This com-
muni cation door must remainopenat al
times: Godwithmanandman with God.
(When | say man, please forgive me. |
am not just talking about man alone, but
the whole of human race.) Matthew 6:6
tells us something wonderful here. It
reads, "Whenthouprayest, enter intothy

By Bernard James

closet, and when thou hast shut the
door..." You see, | said earlier the com-
munication door mustremainopen. This
is a very smple thing to understand.
When communicating with our Heav-
enly Father, that is, when we are aone,
enter into the closet, and when we have
shut the door we then pray to our Father
which seeth in secret. This is you and
God, or may | say, we enter the secret
chamber and we call upon God and we
listentoHim. Wehaveentered thecl oset
to commune with our Father in secret.
Yes, with no one else. There is a song
whose words go like this "I must tell
Jesus." Thisisthetimewemusttell Jesus
Christ everything. My friends, notinthe
public places, but in the closet. Not with
thedoor open, but shut. Back to M atthew
6:6: "...and thy Father which seeth in
secret shall reward thee openly.” Please
let us not underestimate our Father.
Whatever He says He will do, it will be
done. Let usbelievein Hisword and He
will do just as He says. Oh Praise God!

Sometimes we refuse to listen, even
toGod. Wewanttodoall thetalkingand
have Him listen. When the time has
comefor usto stop and listen, werefuse
to. Wemust remember, thisisnot aone-
way street, but a two-way street: God
with man and man with God. Psalms
46:10tellsusto "be till and know that |
am God." It paysto listen. The word of
the Lord came to Jeremiah in Jeremiah
33 verse 3: "Call unto Me and | will
answer thee, and show thee great and
mighty things, whichthouknowest not."
Jeremiah has that communication door
open. That's why the Lord was able to
speak those wonderful words to him.

Praise God! We must beasHewantsus
to besothat He can say thesameto usas
He did to Jeremiah, Moses, and al the
other menof old. Acts2:21 says, "Andit
shall cometo pass, that whosoever shall
cal on the name of the Lord shall be
saved." Hebrews4:16: "L et ustherefore
come boldly unto the throne of Grace,
that we may obtain mercy, and find
graceto help in time of need."
What isPrayer?

Wemust notethat prayer isahumble
entreaty of theheart'sdesiresdirected to
God the Father in the name of Jesus
Christ. Prayer is the Chrigtian's vital
breath, for without it, we die spirtualy.
Prayer istheopening of ourselvesbefore
aloving Heavenly Father inheaven. Itis
the breathing, the panting of the Spirit
after God. Psalms42:1 says, "Asthehart
(deer) panteth after the water brooks, so
panteth my soul after thee, O God."
Prayer is the tuning in on the love, the
mercy andthegoodnessof Himtowhom
weoweour very lifeandbeing. Prayeris
not only asking of God but it is also
returning thanksand praisesfor what He
has already done. Often, we should out
of gratitude, kneel andthank theLordfor
blessingsreceived. Paul and Silasprayed
and sang praises to God at midnight in
jail. Forgetting theirimmediateplight in
theinner prison with their feet in stocks,
they prayed and praised Him who was
the Author of their salvation.

Prayer isadoration and thanksgiving
to Godwholoved us: even sending Jesus
todieonthecross."WeloveHim, because
Hefirstlovedus' (1John4:19). Wemust
loveHiminspiritandintruthforwhat he
has done for us. John 3:16 says, "For
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God so loved the world, that He gave
Hisonly begotten Son, that whosoever
believethin Him should not perish, but
have everlasting life." When we view
God through Hismagnificent creation,
theawesomeuniverse, andthegrandeur
and beauty of nature, we should see
ourselves as poor, wretched and
helpless creatures before Him. We are
solely dependent onHisloveand mercy.
Of ourselves we cannot cope with the
problems of life. James 1:5 tellsus"If
any of you lack wisdom, et him ask of
God..." Not of man but ask of God.
Hallelujah! Praise God!
Why Do We Pray?

Believethis: asour physical bodies
are sustained by breathing in pure air
and exhaling the foul air, likewise our
spiritual life is sustained only by the
breath of prayer to a mighty God and
Father in heaven. The basis of much
failuretoday isthelack of prayer. Our
very nature is adverse to prayer. We
need to pray to God for adeeper desire
toprayer. Weneedto, likethedisciples
inLuke11:1, cry out,"Lord, teachusto
pray!" To come out victorious in the
battlesof life, weneedto pray earnestly
for light, for strength, and for more
faith. Often our eyes are closed to the
truths of God, so we need to pray:
"Openthoumineeyes, that | may behold
wondrousthingsout of thy law" (Psalms
119:18). Lest our feet are turned aside
to evil ways we need to pray. Psalms
119:133: " Order my stepsin Thy word:
and let not any iniquity have dominion
over me." Since Satan magnifies the
mistakes and the failures of otherswe
need to pray for eye salve to see the
good. Above all, we need to pray for
endurance. Matthew 24:13, "But he
that shall endure unto theend, thesame
shall be saved.”

How To Pray

Jamesb:16,"...Theeffectual fervent
prayer of a righteous man availeth
much." Wemust pray earnestly, soberly
andinall humility. Y et weareto come
boldly before God. | quoted earlier
Hebrews 4:16. It is important to note
here what Paul is saying. "Let us
therefore come (not with fear, but)
boldly unto the throne of grace..." For
what? "...that we may obtain mercy,
and find grace to help us in time of
need." That'sright, intime of need we
wouldfind graceto help. Amen. Praise
God!

Jesus richly teaches on prayer. We
arenot tomakeashow of it, standingto
be seen of men. We are not to make
vain repetitions, thinking we shall be
heard for long drawn-out prayer. Read
Matthew 6:5-13.

We must cometo the Lord in faith,
believingandtrusting Him compl etely.
Oftenwefeel alack hereand are prone
to cry out, "Help thou mine unbelief."
(Mark 9:24) The Lord has made a
provisionfor our weak faith. If weread
and study Hiswork with the intention
to hear and to obey, we will be
strengthened in faith. Romans 10:17
tellsus" Sothenfaith comethby hearing,
and hearing by the word of God."

We need a deeper knowledge and
acquai ntancewith our Heavenly Father.
God talksto us daily. Have we closed
our ears? Have we shut our eyes? We
have faith in people we really know.
Weliketobetogether withthem. Well,
by abiding in the Lord, by
communicating with Him, we will get
better acquainted with Him. Praise His
Holy Name! Jesustellsusin Hisword
inJohn15:7,"If yeabidein me, and my
word abides in you, ye shall ask what
yewill, and it shall be done unto you."

|n Praise Of

Taken from a message by Albert
York: I'd like you to turn in your
Biblestolsaiah66:1-2, NKJV: "Thus
saysthe Lord: Heaven is My throne,
And earth is My footstool. Where is
the house that you will build Me?
And where is the place of My rest?
For all those things My hand has
made, And all thosethingsexist, saith
the Lord. But on thisonewill I look:

By A.V. York

OnHimwho ispoor and of acontrite
spirit, And who trembles at My
word." Mankind islooking at all the
things that he can do, but failing to
look at all the things God is doing.
Here we have, by the mouth of the
prophet, avery clear guideline: "On
this one will | look: On Him who is
poor and of a contrite spirit."

Dear Lord, please look on me.

What are the obstructions when we
fall to get an answer to prayer? Ps.
66:18 says, "If | regard iniquity in my
heart, the Lord will not hear me." This
isablock to our successful prayer life.

Another oneisanunforgiving spirit.
We cannot seek the Kingdom of God
and His righteousness with an
unforgiving spirit and expect al thisto
be added unto us. Matthew 6:15 spells
it out plainly: "But if you forgive not
men their trespasses, neither will your
Father forgive your trespasses." There
are so many thingsthat can hinder our
prayers, but | pray that God will open
our hearts, eyes, and ears so that we
will become what He wants us to be.
Some of us have often failed to listen
when God speaks to us through His
word, aneighbour, abrother or parents.
We aso fal to get answers to our
prayers because we were not listening.
Jesus said in Matthew 11:15, "He that
hath earsto hear, let him hear."

Finaly my brethren, may we open
the gates to a blessed prayer life. God's
resourcesarelimitless. Hewhofashioned
the world and provides everything for
the whole universeisready and willing
to give us just what we need both
materially and spiritually. Sometimes
we become discouraged, but prayer is
the answer. Notice how dry and wilted
flowers lift their heads after awelcome
shower of rain. See the parched and
thirsty ground absorb theneeded shower
and take a different hue. Let us put
ourselvesinplacesothat God canshower
uswith Hislove and power and may we
keep that communication door open so
that in the end we will redlize we have
notrunin vain. May God blessusall, in
Jesus Name. Thank you very much for
giving me the opportunity to share on
this subject.

God

Dear Lord, help me to see who | am
and who Y ou are. Help me, oh Lord,
not to look on things as man lookson
them, but help me Lord to look on
thingsasyoulook onthem. Help me,
Lord, toopen my heart, that my spirit
might be contrite before you; that |
may not be rich in my own knowl-
edge, but poor enough to receive
yours. Help me, Lord, to see beyond



the veil of the flesh, and realize, day
by day, that you are in charge. Hear
my prayer, Oh God, thisday. Let my
heart fulfill your will. Let my soul
respondtoall theglory of thecoming
ages, that my hearing might be the
hearing of the spirit; that my seeing
might be the seeing of the glory of
the coming things that you've pre-
pared for those who love you. | love
you, Oh Lord, with the best that |
know how. But L ord, helpmetolove
you more, that | might love you bet-
ter. | need that contritionthat you are
looking for in me. For on me, you've
set your spirit in a measure. But my
heart desiresthat it might know more
and more of the glory of that Holy
Spirit that sanctifies and sets apart
your people for yourself. Amen.

Isaiah 57:15-19, NKJV: "For thus
saysthe High and L ofty Who inhab-
its eternity, whose name is Holy: |
dwell in the high and holy place,
with him who has a contrite and
humble spirit..." All thestrifeinthis
age will disappear when He comes.
Oh, you say, 'Can God find enough
contrite and humble soulsto put His
Spirit in? His Spirit shall bring the
judgements that He has set from the
beginning upon man, so that man
will have no other choice but to say
HeisLord. "...to revive the spirit of
the humble, And to revive the heart
of the contrite ones. For | will not
contend forever, nor will | alwaysbe
angry; for thespiritwouldfail before
Me, and the soulswhich| have made.
For theiniquity of hiscovetousnessl|
was angry and struck him; | hid and
wasangry, And hewent on backslid-
ing in the way of his heart. | have
seen hisways, and | will heal him;..."
Oh, what wordsof divinepower."...I
will also lead him, And restore com-
forts to him and to his mourners. |
create the fruit of the lips: Peace,
peaceto himwhoisfar off andtohim
whoisnear, saysthelLord, And | will
heal him."

Anything | could say is but little
comparedtowhat Godissaying here.
Heistheonewhoisincharge. Heis
the one that knows everything about
everything, and knows everything
about my heart and about yours, and
about the heart of every other man
and woman in the world. | might
draw your attention to verse sixteen:
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"For the spirit would fail before me,
and the souls which | have made."
Y ou arethe making of the Lord. May
the Dear Lord help me, and may the
Dear Lord helpyou, torealizethat as
members one of another, we are the
souls that He has made for one an-
other, and for His glory, and for the
fruit that He desires— even the fruit
of praise from our lips.

"For here we have no continuing
city, but we seek the one to come,"
(Hebrews 13:14, NKJV). You may
live in any city in Canada, or the
United States, or any other country
intheworld, but it'sonly temporary.
My home, as aboy, was just a shack.
For part of my life, five adults lived
in 321 square feet of space. It was
just a settler's shack with two addi-
tions to it, to make the 321 square
feet. And it wasn't until I left home
that they started to add a little bit to
the shack from an old house that they
toredown. My, when | came home, |
thought, "This is just marvellous to
have this much room; 600 and some
square feet." Then, after wandering
from one place to the other in the
years before the Move of the Spirit
with no place to call our home, |
started to build the castle of 960
squarefeet. My, that wasreally won-
derful. But it's shabby compared to
that glory of the heavenly home.

"For here we have no continuing
city, but we seek the one to come.
Therefore by Him let us continually
offer the sacrifice of praise to God,
that is, the fruit of our lips, giving
thanks to His name," (Hebrews
13:14-15, NKJV). Let us once in a
while? Sunday morning? Maybe a
little at prayer meeting offer the sac-
rificesof praiseto God? What doesit
say? Continually. Continually. "By
Him let us continually offer the sac-
rificeof praiseto God...givingthanks
to His name." | Thessalonians 5:18,
KJV: "Ineverything give thanks: for
thisisthewill of God in Christ Jesus
concerning you." And me.

People spend years in monaster-
ies trying to figure things out with
the natural mind. But God has given
instruction how the heart should re-
spond to Hisname, and we canlivea
whole lifetime learning how to con-
tinually givethanksto God, whichis
the fruit of our lips. Amen? Hallelu-

jah.
"I will greatly rejoice in the
Lord..." Lord, you said it. Amen. "I
will greatly rejoice in the Lord, My
soul shall be joyful in my God; For
He has clothed mewith the garments
of salvation..." (Isaiah 61:10, NKJV).
Now, it'snot very often that my wife
says, " So-and-so had such-and-such
on for clothing." | wouldn't know. |
never pay any attention to that. But,
youknow, everybody will noticethis
clothing — this garment of salva-
tion. It will teach us to be joyful in
our spirit before the Lord. I'm asbig
asinner asany of you when it comes
to along face. But what does it say?
"My soul shall be joyful in my God,;
For He has clothed mewith garments
of salvation, He has covered mewith
the robe of righteousness..." (Isaiah
61:10, NKJV). Glory to God! You
think you are dressed up? Not until
thishappens. Hallelujah! "Asabride-
groom deckshimself with ornaments,
And as a bride adorns herself with
her jewels. For as the earth brings
forth its bud, As the garden causes
thethingsthat aresowninittospring
forth, So the Lord God will cause
righteousness and praise to spring
forth before all the nations," (Isaiah
61:10-11, NKJV). Amen! My, ohmy,
what aplan God has. What aplan He
has. Oh, glory to God! Oh, what a
plan!

"Not that we are sufficient of our-
selves to think of anything as being
from ourselves, but our sufficiency
isfrom God..." (Il Corinthians 3:5).
That intercession is our sufficiency
from God. That prophecy is our suf-
ficiency from God. That kind deedis
our sufficiency from God. That word
of encouragement is our sufficiency
from God. "...who also made us suf-
ficient asministers (or ministries) of
the new convenant, not of the letter
but of the Spirit; for the letter kills,
but the Spirit gives life," (Il
Corinthians 3:6, NKJV). Who is
making you? God Himself by His
Spirit. Who is changing you? God
Himself by His Spirit. He is making
you that ministry of the new cov-
enant, and the new covenant is that
Hewill walk inyou and dwell inyou.
Not the old letter, but the new cov-
enant, whichisJesusdwellinginyou
andwalkinginyou. | need that suffi-
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ciency. You pray for me. You need
that sufficiency. | will pray for you.

The covenant of the Spirit is the
covenant of the Almighty God who
changeseverything. Thenatural man
doesn't receivethethingsof the Spirit
of God, for they are foolishness to
him. Neither can heknow them. This
wonderful book, the Bible, is being
studied in theological colleges all
over the world, and it only divides
man one from the other, because ev-
ery maninterpretsit accordingto his
own ideas. But what does the Spirit
do? It giveslife and unity and makes
us able ministries of the Spirit! Able
ministries of the Spirit. Figuring
things out with our head will lead us
astray. We can use our head if our
heart isin tune with God. But if our
heart is not in tune with the Spirit of
God, thenour head isgoingtolead us
astray. The endless flow of the life-
giving power of the living God is
beyond our understanding in our
head, but it is not beyond our heart,
believing that He is, and that Heisa
rewarder of them that diligently seek
Him. "Seek ye first the kingdom of
God and Hisrighteousness..." (Matt.
6:33).

He tucked this scripture into my
heart right now, and that's the one
where He was talking to the woman
at the well. John 4:5-10, NKJV: "So
Hecametoacity of Samariawhichis
called Sychar, near thepl ot of ground
that Jacob gave to his son Joseph.
Now Jacob's well was there. Jesus
therefore, being wearied from His
journey, sat thus by the well. It was
about the six hour. A woman of
Samaria came to draw water. Jesus
said to her, Give me adrink. For His
disciples had gone away into the city
to buy food. Then the woman of
Samaria said to Him, How isit that
Y ou, being a Jew, ask a drink from
me, a Samaritan woman? For Jews
have no dealings with Samaritans.”

"Jesus answered and said to her, If
you knew the gift of God, andwhoitis
who saysto you, Give meadrink, you
would have asked Him, and Hewould
havegivenyoulivingwater." Hisbody
was thirsty, but His heart and soul,
Hallelujah, had the words of eternal
life and He came straightforward and
revealed to her who He was. V.11:
"Thewoman said to Him, Sir you have

nothing to draw with, and the well is
deep. Where then do you get that liv-
ing water?' My, my. Just like all of
humanity: depending on the natural
for the heavenly; depending on the
natural water for the spiritual. V. 12-
14: "Are You greater than our father
Jacob, who gaveusthewell, and drank
from it himself, as well and his sons
and hislivestock? Jesus answered and
said to her, Whoever drinks of this
water will thirst again..." Sincel came
up here, | took two sipsfromthisglass
of water. Why? | needed it for the
frameinwhichl live. For thisbody, I'll
takeanother one. But you getthepoint.
"...but whoever drinksof thewater that
| shall give him will never thirst. But
the water that | shall give him will
become in him a fountain of water
springing up into everlasting life,"
Stand and sing: "Spring up Oh well
within my soul." Springing up! Halle-
lujah.

"Thewoman said to Him: Sir, give
methiswater that | may not thirst, nor
come here to draw," (John 4:15,
NKJV). Well, she didn't get the point
yet and many Christians don't get the
pointeither. Itiswonderful tobesaved;
wonderful to have our sins forgiven;
wonderful evento beableto commune
with God in the unknown tongue. But,
we still want to depend on our natural
mind to figure things out. I've had to
repent of my natural mind more than
any other thing in all my life. Maybe
thisjust comes to mind for some pur-
pose, but | spent 10 years in the de-
nomination, three of them in a Bible
college. It was rather unique in the
sensethat they let the studentswait on
Godif the Spirit started to movein the
class. Different than most. But, when
the move of the Spirit came, | had to
unlearn so many things, that many
times, | didn't know which was which
and what was what. Why? Because |
was figuring it out with my natural
mind. So, I'vecoinedthephrase: "Much
of what | learned about dispensational
truths, the pre-coming of the Lord be-
forethetribulation, or thepost-coming
of theL ord after thetribulation, and all
of that theology, God condensedinthe
move of the Spirit, into my heart."
Now | understand that He'll doit. He'll
send His Son to come again, when He
so chooses, and | don't have to worry
about it. | don't have to know every-

thing about it. But He does say that
when all the conditions that are in the
world right now — wars and rumours
of wars, etc.—that | amtolook up, for
my redemption is drawing nigh!

"Sir, give methiswater, that | may
not thirst, nor come here to draw." |
feel for Christianswho aredrawing on
thenatural mind andfiguring out things
withthenatural mind. Jesusknew how
to change this. "Jesus said to her, Go,
call your husband, and come here." A
littleinsight into her life. " Thewoman
answered and said, | have no husband.
Jesus said to her, You have well said,
| have no husband, for you have had
five husbands, and the one whom you
now have is not your husband; in that
you spoke truly. The woman said to
Him, Sir, | perceive that You are a
prophet. Our fathersworshiped onthis
mountain, and you Jews say that in
Jerusalemisthe placewhereoneought
to worship." The old figuring it out
with the natural mind. "Jesus said to
her, Woman, believe Me, the hour is
coming when you will neither on this
mountain, nor in Jerusalem, worship
the Father. Y ou worship what you do
not know; we know what we worship,
for salvation is of the Jews. But the
hour is coming, and now is, when the
true worshippers will worship the Fa-
ther in spirit and truth; for the Father is
seeking such to worship Him. God is
Spirit..." God is Spirit. He is not a
wooden tree. Heis not astone. Or any
of the other idols. He's not gold. He's
not any of the things of this age or of
this earth. "God is Spirit, and those
who worship Him must worship in
spiritandtruth,” (John4:16-24, NKJV).
That'swhat thelast 56 yearshave been
about. L earningtoworshipHimin Spirit.

"The woman said to him, | know
that Messiah is coming who is called
Christ. When Hecomes, Hewill tell us
all things. Jesus said to her, I, who
speak to you, am He," (John 4:25-26,
NKJV). DoesthelL ord speak toyou?ls
Hespeakingtoyou?He'syour teacher.
He's my teacher. He has given us the
safety of thebody, HisChurch, and the
five-fold ministries. The glorious un-
derstanding of this being led by the
Spirit isbeyond human reasoning. We
must, asHesaid in Hebrews, giveHim
"the fruit of our lips, giving thanks
continually" (Hebrews 13:15). God
bless you.
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DATES OF IMPORTANCE

Feast North Battleford ..........cccoovvvinennns March 24-27, 2005
lllinois Gathering (King's House) ... April 29, 30, May 1, 2005
Camp North Battleford ............cccceeeirirennen. July 2-10, 2005
Caribbean Camp 2005 ........cccocoveerirnnen. August 1-12, 2005

King's House Retreat Center,
Henry, IL

APRIL 29, 30, MAY 1, 2005

King's House, site of the gathering, is located in the town
of Henry IL. From | 80 go south on 180 which runs into S
29. Follow S 29 to E 18 in Henry, from E 18 turn north on
RT26 and watch for the Global Mission signs.

From | 74 take 116 east to Rt. 26 in East Peoria. Go north
on Rt. 26 to Henry IL and watch for Global Mission signs.
We will begin on Friday evening and end on Sunday after
lunch. Room price includes room with private bath, linens,
meals and meeting rooms. We will collect from individuals
at the retreat.

CHARGES FOR ROOM & BOARD:

Age0-3......... No Charge

Aged-12....... $25

Age 13 - Adult . $90

SEND RESERVATIONS, BY APRIL 18, TO:
Randall G. Snoke,
128 Tanglewood Lane, East Peoria, 11 61611

Phone - (306) 694-7048, e-mail- rgsnoke@juno.com

PRAYER
& FASTING

The Brethren
have called for a week of
Prayer and Fasting.
THE DATE WILL BE
JUNE 5TH TO
JUNE 11TH, 2005.
This will give you ample time
to prepare yourself for that
period.

Bro. Frank Paterson wrote an
article on Fasting in the
March/April 2004 issue of the
Sharon Star. Bro. Ewald
Wanagas also wrote on
Prayer and Fasting in the
March/April 2002 issue. It
would be good for you to
locate these "Stars" and
review. The 2004 article can
read on line at
www.thesharonstar.org

DAVID LUFF

was set as a
TRAVELLING DEACON

in July, 2004

David Luff

348 Bowman Creek Road
Blountville, TN

USA 37617

Phone: 423-323-9485
Email: dwluff@juno.com

RESERVATION FORM FOR CAMP 2005

Please fill in ALL information and cut out and mail to the
Name

Cut out and mail

following address: ROOM RESERVATIONS, Sharon
Children's Homes and Schools, Box 878, North Battl- Address

eford, Sask., S9A 273. Mail as soon as possible. If you

are unable to attend, please cancel your reservation, Adults: Male

otherwise we will have to charge you for the room held

open for you. YOU MUST RESERVE your room, we Children: Male

cannot hold accommodation without you supplying us

with the information outlined in the blank application. Age

You will NOT receive written confirmation from us UN-
LESS we cannot supply your requirements. Your coop-
eration will be greatly appreciated and helpful.
THANK YOU.

Date of Arrival

Female
Female

Age

Date of Departure
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Caribbean Camp 2005

The name and location of the Camp site is as follows.

"THE TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO URBAN MINISTRIES

RETREAT CENTRE"
#6 Mohepath Street, St. Helena, Piarco, Trinidad

Thisis aboutten minutes away from the airport. The camp fees are approximately
US $46.00 per person for the duration of the camp including the youth camp.

The date of arrival and commencement of camp is Monday, August 1, 2005
and will continue to August 12, 2005. It should be noted that the general camp
ends on Sunday, August 7th and the youth camp commences on Tuesday,
August 9th, 2005, concluding on Thursday night, August 11, 2005, with
departure from the camp site on the morning of August 12, 2005. This will be
our first Caribbean youth camp and we are extending an invitation to the youth;
come and be with us here in Trinidad to experience together His wonderful
presence and flow of the Holy Spirit.

Just in case you adults may feel a little jealous, you are also invited to attend
our general camp, which I am sure will be a blessing to you. | am sure the youth
would not mind if some of the adults would join them for their camp.

Any inquiries should be directed to:
craflewl@yahoo.com or gospelofthekingdom@yahoo.com

God bless you all.
In Christ, Crafton Lewis

BOOKS available:

MESSAGES TO THE CHURCH
The writings of Herrick Holt.

BORN FROM ABOVE
The writings of W. Douglas Whitter

GILBERT JAMES
Phone
868-652-0924

PAMPHLETS available:
This present move of God

The Baptism of the Holy Spirit
You are Loved

Growing in Christ

RADIO

BROADCASTS

BARBADOQOS:
Born from Above
Sharon Gospel Hour. h d with thy sub
Station CBC. Honor the Lord with thy substance

A word to the wise
Sexual Intimacy
A Testimony - M. Sundbo

Every Sunday morning
8:45 am - 9:15 am

ANTIGUA:

BOOKLETS available

Sharon Gospel Hour.

Station ZDK. « Move of the Spirit of God
Every Sunday morning * Sons and Sonship
6:30 am - 7:00 am « The revival and outpouring of
TRINIDAD: the Holy Spirit in 1948

¢ The Feast of Tabernacles

Inspiration Radio
e The Church

Gospel of the Kingdom . , L
Medium band 730 MHZ e The Nine Gifts of the Spirit

Every Monday evening * Government
9:30 pm - 10:00 pm e Submission and Headship in

the Christian Marriage
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