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Bringing Forth

the Fruit of theVine

Metaphors and Parables

Our Lord JesusChrist frequently
used metaphors, usually intheform
of parables, to illustrate His
teachings by natural things. A
metaphor is basically used for
illustration by applying the
characteristics of one object to
another object. Thetwo objectsare
not literally the same, but the one
used as the metaphor possesses
qualitieswhichcanclearlyillustrate
certain qualities of the other.

For example, one song writer
describesour Lord JesusChrist asa
Fountain of Life. Of course, Jesus
Christ is not literally a fountain.
But the basic characteristic of a
fountainintermsof itsever-flowing
sourceof water isfamiliar topeople
and canquiteappropriately describe
or illustrate thetruth of Jesusbeing
a constant and eternal source of
Divine life. Therefore, for a
metaphor to be effective one must
have a good understanding of its
characteristics. A metaphor is
effective when its characteristics
either may be easily observed or
information about it can be easily
obtained. Understanding the
characteristics of ametaphor helps
to reveal the more profound and
hidden characteristics of the object
which the metaphor is used to
illustrate. Therefore, Jesus used
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familiar natural thingsasmetaphors

toillustratespiritual characteristics

which are not easily observed.
Union with God

One of the major truths of the
Gospel is the union or oneness
between God and believers in
Christ. It is a profound spiritual
truth, which in fact underlies the
entire message of the Gospel. The
essence of the message of the
Gospel isthat God cameto earthin
Christ to reconcile sinful man to
Himself by the atoning work of
Christ on the Cross (2Cor 5:19).
Through this process of
reconciliation every believer in
Christisbroughtintoarelationship
of onenesswith Godin Christ or is
“baptized into Jesus’ in God (Rom
6:3). This reality of entering into
union with God in Christ through
this glorious salvation which God
offers to mankind is astonishing.
Paul declares: “For you died, and
your life is hidden with Christ in
God” (Col 3:3).

Atonement and reconciliation
are the words mainly used in the
Scriptures to describe the
establishment of thisunion between
God and believersin Christ. Witha
play on the syllables one can write
the word atonement to read “at-
one-ment”. Both atonement and
reconciliation refer to the bringing

about complete peace or “at-one-
ment” between enemies by
removing or compensating for the
factors which produce the enmity.
Thus, according to the Gospel, the
atoning work of Jesus Christ
through the Cross has brought
mankind reconciliation or “ at-one-
ment” withGodin Christ by paying
for andtaking away our sinsagainst
God. “For if, when we were
enemies, wewerereconciledto God
by thedeath of hisSon, muchmore,
beingreconciled, weshall besaved
by hislife. And not only so, but we
also joy in God through our Lord
Jesus Christ, by whom we have
now receivedtheatonement” (Rom
5:10-11).

Infact, knowingthat Hisatoning
work on the Cross would have
removed the enmity between God
and all who believe in Him, Jesus
specifically prayed for
reconciliation and onenessbetween
God and all who believein Him. “I
donot pray for theseal one, but also
for those who will believe in Me
through their word; that they all
may be one, as You, Father, arein
Me, and | in You; that they also
may be onein Us, that the world
may believethat You sent Me” (In
17:20-21).

The truth of the union of atrue
Christian with God in Christ isthe
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essenceof Christianity. Thereality
of thisvital unionisbrought out in
theconcept of all believersinChrist
being members of the Body of
Christ. Forinstance, wereadin Eph
5:29-30: “For nooneever hated his
own flesh, but nourishes and
cherishesiit, just as the Lord does
the church. For we are members of
His body, of His flesh and of His
bones.” Christianity isactually the
lifeof Christlivedineveryonewho
hascometobelieveinChrist. Paul’s
testimony isthetestimony of every
genuine Christian: “1 have been
crucifiedwith Christ; itisnolonger
I who live, but Christ livesin me;
and the lifewhich | now liveinthe
flesh | live by faith in the Son of
God, who loved me and gave
Himself for me” (Gal 2:20).
The Parable of the Vine

Theunion of Christian believers
with Christ may beatruth declared
plainly in the Scriptures, but its
reality is not always easily
perceived. It may not beeasy for us
to perceive that “we are members
of Hisbody, of Hisflesh and of His
bones” but the Scripturesdeclareit
and we must believeit and explore
itsreality. Itisaprofound truth that
continuestoamazeusand challenge
our faith. Therefore, the use of
metaphorscan beextremely helpful
in bringing home this truth to us.
Oneinstancewhere Jesustook time
to expound the significance of the
union between Him and those who
believeinHimisin John 15. Inthat
discourse Jesus used a parable
known astheparable of thevine. In
that parable He used the vine, its
branches, and itsfruit, aswell asa
vinedresser to illustrate the union
between Himand Hisdisciplesand
the purpose of this union.

The parable of thevine has been
of tremendousinspiration to many
believersin Christandinnumerable
studiesand messageshaveemerged
from it. The fact that vineyards
were common in Palestine during
the time when Jesus was on earth
explainswhy theuse of theving, its
branches, its fruit, and vinedresser
were ideal metaphors for Jesus to

use to illustrate the integral union
between Himself and Hisdisciples
and God's purpose for this union.
In this article, | will focus on the
metaphors which Jesus used in the
parabletoillustratetheunionwhich
characterizes the relationship
between Him and the Church, and,
more specifically, the purpose of
this amazing union.

First of all, we will notice that
Jesus introduces the parable by
declaring: “1 am the true vine, and
My Father isthevinedresser” (John
15:1). This introductory
declaration, we will see, has
importantimplicationfor thelesson
which the parable illustrates. The
true vine and the vinedresser are
introduced right at thevery onset of
the parable asthe two foundational
and primary factorsfor whatever it
is Jesus intends the parable to
illustrate. And He uses these two
primary factors, the true vine and
the vinedresser, as metaphors to
represent Him and His Father
respectively.

Itisnot without significancethat
Jesusintheparablefirst of all points
attention to Himself and the Father
—thevine and the vinedresser — as
primary characters in this lesson.
Noticethat nothingisyet mentioned
about branches and fruit. What is
highlighted in the beginning of the
discourseisthat thereisatruevine
and a vinedresser — Christ and the
Father. What thenisthesignificance
of highlighting Christ and theFather
as the vine and the vinedresser
respectively at the beginning of the
parable of the vine?

The Beginning

Whatever seemsto be today the
vast complexity of our world and
the wider creation, as well as the
Christian Church and its immense
religious network and institutions,
there standing in indisputable pre-
eminence at the beginning of all is
God, theFather and the Son and the
Spirit. That reality may beignored
generally by unregenerate
humanity, but truebelieverscannot
ignoreit. The Bible introduces the
history of creation with abrief but

forthright statement: “In the
beginning GOD created the
heavens and the earth” (Gen 1:1).
Later, Paul uses a few more
wordsto expound the sametruth as
it relatesto the pre-eminence of the
Son of God. Paul writes; “Heisthe
image of the invisible God, the
firstborn over all creation. For by
Him all things were created that
arein heaven and that are on earth,
visible and invisible, whether
thrones or dominions or
principalitiesor powers. All things
were created through Him and for
Him. And Heisbeforeall things,
and in Him all things consist. And
He is the head of the body, the
church, whoisthebeginning, the
firstborn from thedead, that in all
things He may have the pre-
eminence. For it pleasedtheFather
that in Him all the fullness should
dwell, and by Him to reconcile all
thingstoHimself, by Him, whether
things on earth or thingsin heaven,
having made peace through the
blood of Hiscross’ (Col 1:15-20).
From its beginning in Christ
Jesus, through centuries of diverse
tribulations and triumphs, the
Church has emerged and exists
today as a powerfully complex
many-member Body of Christ,
which is still growing yet to reach
the full stature of the Christ that
God hasdestined it to be. “And He
Himself gave some to be apostles,
some prophets, some evangelists,
and some pastors and teachers, for
the equipping of the saints for the
work of ministry, for the edifying
of the body of Christ, till we all
cometotheunity of thefaith and of
the knowledge of the Son of God,
to a perfect man, to the measure of
the stature of the fullness of Christ;
that weshould nolonger bechildren,
tossed to and fro and carried about
with every wind of doctrine, by the
trickery of men, in the cunning
craftinessof deceitful plotting, but,
speakingthetruthinlove, may grow
upinall thingsinto Himwhoisthe
head—Christ—from whom the
wholebody, joinedandknittogether
by what every joint supplies,



according to the effective working
by which every part doesits share,
causes growth of the body for the
edifyingof itsefinlove” (Eph4:11-
16).

The history of the Church may
highlight the amazing and
wonderful works of diverse
organizations, ministries and
spiritual movementsinvolvedinthe
devel opment of the Church. But, if
Christ and the Church are
represented by the vine and its
branchesin the parable of thevine,
aswewill seelater, let usnever lose
sight of the Christ and the Father
who are the beginning and the end
of al that the Church has been and
isand will ever be. However great
or small, visible or invisible the
contributions of all those whom
God hasusedinthedevel opment of
the Church over the centuries, they
must always be seen in the light of
their origin in and dependence on
the Son of God and the faithful
operation of God by the Spirit or
the effective husbandry of the
Father. In other words, the first
lesson from the parabl e of the vine
is that in the beginning of it al,
therestand Jesus, thetrueVine, and
the Father, the vinedresser.

“l am the true vine, and My
Father isthevinedresser,” isJesus'
first declaration in the parable.
Indeed, never was there a vine as
healthy and prolific as Christ, the
Son, whose Body the Church is.
And never was there a vinedresser
so wise, so watchful, and as
proficientinthecareof hisvineyard
asGodtheFather inwhosecareand
grace the Church, the Body of
Christ, flourishes.

The Vinedr esser

The metaphorical description of
the Father asthe vinedresser needs
to be examined some more as we
move on towards unfolding the
lesson of theparable. A vinedresser
is one who takes care of the
vineyard; onewhoseresponsibility
isto nurture, prune, and protect the
vine. Heistherefore onewho hasa
genuine interest in the growth and
welfare of the vine. Thus, the
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metaphor illustrates the role of the
Father in the life and ministry of
ChristandtheBody of Christ, which
istheChurch. GodtheFather’ srole
in the preparation and sending of
Christ Jesus to fulfil His will on
earth and in sustaining the ongoing
ministry of Christ in the Body is
well-documented in the Scriptures
and must never be obscured by the
many visibleentitiesand operations
which genuinely or pretentiously
constitutethe Church on earth. Itis
wonderful to know that the growth
and development of the Church,
theBody of Christ, isinthehand of
the Father and has not been left to
the rise and wane of the zeal of
mortal men.

In fact, Jesus, in whom and
through whom the Church has
emerged to be His Body, declared
plainly while on earth that He
dependsabsol utely ontheFather in
all aspectsof Hislifeand ministry.
He came from the Father and lives
by the Father.

Jn 5:19-21: “Then Jesus
answered and said to them, ‘Most
assuredly, | say to you, the Son can
do nothing of Himself, but what He
seestheFather do; for whatever He
does, the Son also does in like
manner. For the Father loves the
Son, and shows Him all thingsthat
HeHimself does; and Hewill show
Him greater works than these, that
you may marvel. For as the Father
raises the dead and gives life to
them, even so the Son giveslife to
whom He will.””

Jn 6:57: “As the living Father
sent Me, and | live because of the
Father, so hewho feedson Mewiill
live because of Me.”

Jn 10:36-38: “Do you say of
Him whom the Father sanctified
and sent into the world, ‘You are
blaspheming,” becausel said, ‘| am
the Son of God'?If | do not do the
worksof My Father, do not believe
Me; but if I do, though you do not
believe Me, believetheworks, that
you may know and believethat the
Father isinMe, and | in Him.”

Jn 14:10: “Do you not believe
that | am in the Father, and the

Father in Me? The words that |
speak to you | do not speak on My
own authority; but the Father who
dwellsin Me does the works.”

Heb 10:5: “Thereforewhen He
comes into the world, He says,
‘Sacrificeand offering Y ou did not
desire, but You have prepared a
body for Me.”

Eph 1:20-23: “He worked in
ChristinraisingHimfromthedead,
and Heseated Himat Hisright hand
in the heavenlies, far above all
principality and authority and
power and dominion, and every
name being named, not only inthis
world, but also in the coming age.
AndHehasput all thingsunder His
feet and gave Him to be Head over
al things to the church, which is
His body, the fullness of Him who
fillsal inall.”

1Co 12:18: “But now God has
set the members, each one of them,
in the body asit has pleased Him.”

All of these Scripture passages
demonstrate that the powerful and
excellent ministry of Christ Jesus,
the Son of God and, by extension,
the Body of Christ is the outcome
of the wisdom, love, care, and
mighty working power of the
Father. They point out to us that
JesusChrist had beenwell-prepared
by God to fulfil the task which He
came to earth to do. And so, to
illustrate this, Jesus uses the
metaphors that He is the true vine
and HisFather isthevinedresser. It
meansthat thistruevinebeing cared
for by a vinedresser who is the
ultimate of excellence would be
excellently and perfectly brought
to readiness in every way to fulfil
the function of avine. Thisis the
Christ being introduced at the
beginning of the lesson of this
parable — the true vine ready and
abletofulfil itspurposeof existence.

Bringing Forth Fruit

Now, another important question
at this stage iswhat is the purpose
of existencefor thistruevine?Why
has the vinedresser cultivated this
true vine?

Afterintroducing Himself asthe
true vine and His Father as the
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vinedresser, Jesus proceeds to
expound the parable further. He
continues in John 15:2-6: “Every
branch in Me that does not bear
fruit, He takes away. And every
onethat bearsfruit, He prunesit so
that it may bring forth more fruit.
Now you are clean through the
Word which | have spoken to you.
Abidein Me, and | in you. Asthe
branch cannot bear fruit of itself
unless it remains in the vine, so
neither can you unlessyou abidein
Me. | am the Vine, you are the
branches. He who abides in Mg,
and | in him, the same bringsforth
much fruit; for without Meyou can
donothing. If anyonedoesnot abide
inMe, heiscast out asabranch and
is withered. And they gather and
cast theminto thefire, and they are
burned.”

Here, Jesusrevea sthe principal
lesson which He is presenting
throughtheparableof thevine. Itis
the revelation of the purpose and
function of Christ, the true vine,
and the role of the Father, the
vinedresser, in it all. He does this
by extending His use of metaphors
in the parable to include two other
integral partsof thetruevine. They
arethe branches and their fruit. He
explains that the branches are His
disciples who are themselves
integrally connected to Him as
branches to a vine. And bringing
forth fruit is the essential function
of the branches.

Here liesthe significance of the
fact that in the parable Jesus Christ
first introducesthe existence of the
truevineandthevinedresser before
any mention of the branches and
fruit. We know, of course, that all
vines have branches. However, by
focusing on the vine first of all
without mention of the branches,
Jesusisemphasizing inthe parable
the importance of the big picture,
which isthe union of the branches
with the vine — the assimilation of
theidentity of thebranchesintothe
vine. Thevineand thebranchesare
one. The branches constitute the
vine. They are not little individual
vines but parts of the whole vine.

They cannot survive and function
on their own, independently from
the vine. They derive their
existence, substance, integrity and
life from the vine. Without being
vitally connected to the vine, they
perish. Therefore, the condition of
thevineisreflectedinthecondition
of the branches.

In addition, having introduced
Himself as the true vine and the
Father asthevinedresser, Jesushas
already given us enough insight to
conclude that the condition of this
true vine is indeed most excellent
since the one who has cultivated
and nurtured it, being the Father,
would have ensured that it is of
excellence. Hence, all thebranches
in the vine would obviously be
expectedtobeof thesameexcel lent
condition as the vine.

Now, when Jesusintroducesthe
branchesHe presentsthem asfruit-
bearing branches of the vine.
Clearly, this indicates that fruit-
bearing is the primary purpose of
the vine in this parable. But the
manner inwhich Jesusisunfolding
thepurposeof thevineintheparable
is important. Notice that Jesus
immediately introduces the
branches of the vine as branches
that are and must be bringing forth
fruit. In other words, the true vine
which Jesusreferstointhe parable
hasalready cometoitsfruit-bearing
stage. Itsbranchesbeing onewithit
must therefore be fruit-bearing
branches. And so, Jesus turns our
attention to the branches solely in
their capacity of bringing forth the
fruit of the vine.

Fromthereon, bringingforthfruit
becomes the main focus of the
lesson which Jesus is using the
parable to present. It entirely
engagestherest of the discourse of
the parable. Bringing forth fruit is
the main purpose for the existence
of the vine and the main result of
the union of the vine and its
branches. Bringing forth the fruit
of the vine is the evidence of the
fruit-bearing nature of the vine, as
well as the measure of the success
of thehusbandry of thevinedresser.

What else, anyway, is the
purpose of the existence of a
vineyard and avinedresser, if notto
producegrapes?Noonereasonably
wantsavineyard that isbeautifully
cultivated by an excellent
vinedresser but remainsperpetually
barren. Thus, theparableisactually
anillustration of theimportance of
fruit-bearing in God's economy.
And so, in using the parable to
highlight theimportanceof bringing
forthfruitin God’ seconomy, Jesus
metaphorically introducesHimself
as the true vine — the real, pure-
breed vine, His Father, who is the
ultimate of excellence, as the
vinedresser, and His disciples, as
fruit-bearing branches.

The use of these metaphors
purposefully gives significance to
the importance of fruit-bearing in
therelationship between the Father
andthe Sonand all who arebrought
intothat relationshipinthe Son. As
we mentioned already, it is
significant that in the parable Jesus
focusesattentionfirstontheprimary
factorsinvolvedinthefruit-bearing
project, the true vine and the
vinedresser, as being Himself and
His Father respectively. By this,
He basically highlights the
excellence of the factors that are
involved in ensuring that the
vineyard is awell productive one.
In other words, since the basis or
source for the fruitfulness of the
branches isin the condition of the
vine and the husbandry of the
vinedresser, we can expect to have
nothing short of a prolific vine
because the vine is Christ Himself
and the vinedresser is the Father.

And so, as Jesus proceedsin the
lesson of theparableof thevine, He
points out not only is the vine a
genuine and excellent breed, it is
also a fruit-bearing vine, and the
work of thevinedresser at thisstage
isto diligently keep increasing the
produceof thevine. Thus, Hisfirst
referenceto the branches of this
fruitful vine is that they are
branches which the vinedr esser
expectstobebearingfruit.“Every
branch in Me that does not bear



fruit, He takes away. And every
onethat bearsfruit, He prunesit so
that it may bring forth more fruit”
(In15:2). The parable does not say
that, if a branch is not bringing
forthfruit, itisbecausethevinehas
not reached the stage of fruit-
bearing. The vinedresser, knowing
well his husbandry of the vine and
that the branches derivetheir fruit-
bearing potential from the vine,
seems so sure that the vine has
reached the fruit-bearing stage that
he concentrates on the branches
and not the vine, expecting
fruitfulness from every branch.
Fruit-bearing Stage

S0, at that stage, that isthe stage
at which Jesus now introduces the
true vine and the vinedresser, the
vineisalready at fruit-bearing stage.
Itisobviousthat thetruevinewould
have gone through a process of
normal germination and growth
under the proficient husbandry of
the vinedresser. That pre-stage of
growthuptofruit-bearingisoutside
the account given in the parable.
Whilewe may think that we would
havebeeninterested inthat process
of growth of the vine to the fruit-
bearing stage, Jesus thought
otherwise and focusesinstead on a
vine and its branches which are
bringing forth fruit.

The fact that Jesus confines the
account in the parable to the fruit-
bearing function of thevineleaving
off the growing process of thevine
hassomeimplicationsfor thelesson
which Jesus is illustrating by the
parable. Clearly, aswehavealready
mentioned, thelesson of theparable
is on the importance of the union
between Christ and Hisdisciplesor
the Church and the purpose of this
union. Bringing forth fruit is the
purposeof thisunion. Of atruth, we
know very little of Jesus Christ
prior to the commencement of His
fruitful ministry onearth. Butwhen
He emerged in public ministry, He
was ready to do the Father’s will.
“And the Word became flesh and
dwelt among us, and webeheld His
glory, the glory as of the only
begotten of the Father, full of grace
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and truth” (Jn 1:14). Rightly,
therefore, in the parable He is
represented by a mature fruit-
bearing vine rather than a striving
seedling. Also, the branchesin the
vine, being united to or being
offshoots of the vine, are already
inevitably bringing forth fruit.

It is significant in the lesson of
the parable that the branches of the
vinearebeing presented asbranches
that have sprouted from a vine
which is aready nurtured into its
fruit-bearing stage. Hence, all that
is required of the branches is that
they remainconnectedtoorinunion
with the vine and draw from the
vine its aready available fruit-
bearing sapthat they canbringforth
the fruit of the vine. We will see
more of what this signifies in the
lesson of theparableaswe proceed.

In the parable, the vinedresser’s
main objective is to ensure that
every branchthatisinthat truevine
is prolific. Therefore, with all
diligence, he severs from the vine
any branch which is barren and
prunes the fruitful branches that
they may be even more fruitful.
Thus, with the branches
representing Christian believers,
who, like the branches of the vine,
aremembersof the Body of Christ,
the parable is clearly a wonderful
lesson on the fruitfulness of
Chrigtianity. It gives tremendous
insight into thefruit-bearing nature
and potential of thelifeof Christin
the membersof the Body of Christ.
Since seedlings do not bring forth
fruit, afruit-bearingvineisamature
vine. Thelife of Christ reproduced
inevery believerin Christisafruit-
bearing life. Christianity is
invariably a mature life — a fruit-
bearing life. Paul plainly reminds
us “For you were once darkness,
but now you are light in the Lord.
Walk as children of light (for the
fruit of the Spiritisin al goodness,
righteousness, and truth), finding
out what is acceptable to the Lord.
And have no fellowship with the
unfruitful works of darkness, but
rather expose them” (Eph 5:8-11).

What do all of theseimply? The

implication of thisisinteresting. If
this parable is intended by Jesus
Christtobealessononfruit-bearing
involving the union between
Himself and His Church, it is
obviousthat the parableisteaching
us that the true Church in Christis
by nature a fruit-bearing Church.
The branches of the vine are
offshoots of the vine and obtain
their life and sustenance from the
vine from the moment they sprout
asbranchesof thevine. They cannot
exist without thevineand hencethe
very lifethatisinthevineisthelife
that isinthem. Thusif thevine has
reached the stage of maturity and
fruit-bearing, then the lifewhich it
shares with the branches is a life
capable of bringing forth the fruit
of thevine.

Clearly, the parable reveals the
potential of every believer in Christ
to bring forth thefruit of the Spirit.
It is not about the growth of a still
immaturevineanditsbranches, but
about a vine and branches already
cultivated by avinedressertoastage
wherethey are bringing forth fruit.
Jesus obviously sets the parable at
a stage of fruit-bearing to
demonstrate that fruit-bearing is
expected of theFather fromall who
are represented by the branches of
the vine in the parable. In other
words, whatever growththevineis
till to do will not be for maturing
into its fruit-bearing stage. That
task the vinedresser has already
effectively accomplished. TheVine
isnow amaturefruit-bearing Vine.
Hence, every branchwhich springs
fromtheVinemust alsobeableand
ready to bring forth the fruit of the
Vine through the fruit-bearing life
of theVineflowinginitsbranches.
This truly reveals to us the fruit-
bearing possibilities of the Christ
life which every member of the
Body of Christ partakes of in this
age of grace.

Believers in Christ after being
baptized by the Spiritinto Christ no
longer liveof themselvesbut Christ
lives Hislife in them. Hence, they
are able to bring forth fruit by the
fruit-bearing life of Christ inthem.
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Jesusexplainsthisinthe parablein
this way: “Abide in Me, and | in
you. As the branch cannot bear
fruit of itself, unlessit abidesinthe
vine, neither can you, unless you
abideinMe. | amthevine, youare
thebranches. Hewho abidesinMe,
and | in him, bears much fruit; for
without Me you can do nothing. If
anyone does not abidein Me, heis
cast out asabranchandiswithered;
and they gather them and throw
them into the fire, and they are
burned” (Jn 15:4-6).

Thus, theparableisaninspiration
and encouragement to every
believer in Christ desiring to be a
fruitful Christian. It reveas that
through the Christ who livesin us
wearemadefruit-bearingmembers
of the Body of Christ. It isaso a
sobering revelation that thereisno
excuse or accommodation for a
barren member in the Body of
Christ. “Every branch in Methat
does not bear fruit, He takes
away” (John 15:2). The parable
also highlights the effective work
of the Father, the Vinedresser, to
ensure that fruitfulness, and not
barrenness, characterizes every
member of the Body of Christ.
“And every branch that bears
fruit Heprunes, that it may bear
more fruit” (John 15:3).

In Christendom, there is a
tendency to postponetherealization
of alot of what God hasgiventous
to experience and do in the now to
an ultimatefuture. Therearethings
that are spokenintheBiblethat are
meant for the future. And there are
thingsthat areclearly meant for the
now experiences of Christianity. It
isnecessary todiscernthemandthe
times and seasons to which they
refer, thusrightly understandingand
dividing the word of God and His
promisestousand Hisexpectations
of us. A maturefruit-bearing Church
is clearly one of the experiences
and expectationsof Christianity that
God intends to be for the now,
according to the Scriptures. And
the parable of the vine clearly
illustratesthat. The Christ, thetrue
Vine, ispresented in the parable as

a fruit-bearing vine with fruit-
bearing branches.
Barren Vineyard

Thereismuchthat theBibletells
usabout aneraof barrennessamong
the people of God. This era,
according to the Scriptures, was
prior to the coming of Christ Jesus
to thisworld.

For instance, Isaiah lamentably
describes the barren condition
among the people of God prior to
Christ using asimilar parable of a
vineyard. We read this account in
Is 5:1-7: “Now let me sing to my
Well-beloved asong of my Beloved
regarding His vineyard: My Well-
beloved has a vineyard on a very
fruitful hill. Hedugitupandcleared
out its stones, and planted it with
the choicest vine. He built atower
in its midst, and also made a
winepressinit; so Heexpectedit to
bring forth good grapes, but it
brought forth wild grapes. ‘And
now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem
and men of Judah, judge, please,
betweenMeandMy vineyard. What
more could have been doneto My
vineyard that | have not doneinit?
Why then, when | expected it to
bringforthgood grapes, didit bring
forthwild grapes? And now, please
let Metell youwhat | will doto My
vineyard: | will takeaway itshedge,
and it shall be burned; and break
down its wall, and it shall be
trampled down. | will lay it waste;
it shall not be pruned or dug, but
there shall come up briers and
thorns. | will also command the
cloudsthat they rain norainoniit.’
For the vineyard of the Lord of
hostsisthe house of Isragl, and the
men of JudahareHispleasant plant.
He looked for justice, but behold,
oppression; for righteousness, but
behold, a cry for help.”

David describes a similar
conditionof barrennessthat existed
among God'’ speoplepriorto Christ,
usingasimilar parableof avineyard.
Weread David’ saccountin Ps80:8-
19:“Y ou havebrought avineout of
Egypt; You have cast out the
nations, and planted it. You
prepared roomfor it, and caused it

to take deep root and it filled the
land. The hills were covered with
its shadow, and the mighty cedars
with its boughs. She sent out her
boughsto the Sea, and her branches
totheRiver. Why haveY oubroken
down her hedges, so that all who
pass by the way pluck her fruit?
The boar out of the woods uproots
it, and the wild beast of the field
devoursit. Return, webeseech Y ou,
O God of hosts; look down from
heaven and see, and visit thisvine
and the vineyard which Y our right
hand has planted, and the branch
that Y oumadestrongfor Y ourself.
Itisburnedwithfire, itiscut down;
they perish at the rebuke of Y our
countenance. Let Your hand be
upon the man of Your right hand,
upon the son of man whom You
made strong for Y ourself. Thenwe
will not turn back fromY ou; revive
us, and we will call upon Your
name. Restore us, O Lord God of
hosts; causeY our faceto shine, and
we shall be saved!”

Both of these accounts lament
over aperiod of what was sadly an
eraof spiritual and moral barrenness
amongthepeopleof GodintheOld
Testament. They vividly describe
the condition using metaphors
which depict a devastated and
unproductivevineyard. That sucha
deplorable condition prevailed in
Israel and Judah prior to Christ is
well-documented in the Old
Testament. David’'s lamentation,
however, ends with an interesting
prayer based on the recognition of
the importance of the grace of God
inspiritual and moral fruit-bearing.
It expressesthetruerealizationthat
God only is the source and
reproducer of a fruitful life of
righteousnessin usif we will trust
Him to do so. In fact, the prayer is
also a prophetic message that
alludestotheroleof Christ Jesusin
theregeneration of God’ speopleto
a fruitful life of righteousness.
David ends his lamentation with
theprayer: “Let Y our hand beupon
theman of Your right hand, upon
the son of man whom Y ou made
strong for Yourself. Thenwewill



not turn back from Y ou; revive us,
and we will call upon Y our name.
Restore us, O Lord God of hosts;
cause Your face to shine, and we
shall be saved!”

David’'s prayer interestingly
anticipated the New Covenant and
the coming of Christ, thetrueVine,
who would save God’s people by
reviving or making them alive in
Him that they may be fruitful
branches of righteousness, not by
means of their own self life or self
righteousness but by means of the
inflow of thelife of the Son of God
in them. In fact, many other OId
Testament saints, some
dramatically listed in Hebrews 11,
were able to transcend the barren
conditions of human self efforts
under the Law eraand reach out by
faith into the grace of God's
righteousness. By faith they
embraced the promises of the New
Covenant, confidently expectingto
come the era of grace when God
will openthedoor of accessintothe
fountain of the Son life of maturity
andfruitfulnessfor Hissaints. “And
all these, having obtained a good
testimony through faith, did not
receive the promise, God having
provided something better for us,
that they should not be made
perfect apart from us’ (Heb
11:39-40). They could not have
experienced perfectionduringtheir
era but knowing that God had
provided “ something better for us’
they through faith embraced the
hopeof enteringinto perfectionwith
usinour era.

During the Old Testament
period, in the midst of the total
spiritual and moral degradation of
the people of God, the New
Covenant promisesfor thesalvation
and regeneration of mankind was
revealed to Jeremiah. God’s
promise of the New Covenant
clearly answers David' s prayer for
the unconditional grace of God in
bringing salvation to the nations.

We read in Jeremiah 31:31-34:
“Behold, thedaysare coming, says
the Lord, when | will make a new
covenant with the house of Israel
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and with the house of Judah— not
according to the covenant that |
made with their fathersin the day
that | took them by the hand to lead
them out of the land of Egypt, My
covenant whichthey broke, though
| was a husband to them, says the
Lord. But thisisthe covenant that |
will make with the house of Israel
after those days, says the Lord: |
will put My law intheir minds, and
writeitontheir hearts; and | will be
their God, and they shal be My
people. No more shall every man
teach hisneighbour, and every man
his brother, saying, ‘Know the
Lord,” for they all shall know Me,
fromtheleast of themtothegreatest
of them, says the Lord. For | will
forgivetheir iniquity, and their sin
I will remember nomore” (cf., Heb
8:6-13).
Fruitful Vineyard

Turning to the New Testament,
we see Paul referring to the
prevailing conditionof spiritual and
moral barrenness in the Old
Testament eraasan outcome of the
chronic condition of spiritual
immaturity and infanthood among
God' s people during that era prior
to Christ. Then he distinguishes
that condition from the New
Testament conditionof spiritual and
moral maturity made possible
through Christ by the reproduction
of the Spirit and life of the Son of
God in al true believersin Christ.

Let us read Paul’s entire
explanation of this wonderful
transition from the Old Testament
period of immaturity and barrenness
to the New Testament period of
maturity and fruitfulness in Gal
3:21-29; Gal 4:1-7: “Isthelaw then
against the promises of God?
Certainly not! For if there had been
alaw givenwhich couldhavegiven
life, truly righteousnesswouldhave
been by the law. But the Scripture
has confined all under sin that the
promise by faith in Jesus Christ
might begiventothosewhobelieve.
But before faith came, we were
kept under guard by the law, kept
for thefaithwhichwould afterward
be revealed. Therefore the law

wasour tutor tobringustoChrist,
that wemight bejustified by faith.
But after faith has come, we are
no longer under atutor. For you
areall sonsof God through faith
in Christ Jesus. For as many of
you as were baptized into Christ
have put on Christ. Thereisneither
Jew nor Greek, thereisneither slave
nor free, there is neither male nor
female; for youareall onein Christ
Jesus. Andif you areChrist’s, then
you are Abraham’ s seed, and heirs
according to the promise.

“Now | say that the heir, aslong
asheisachild, doesnot differ at al
fromaslave, though heismaster of
al, but is under guardians and
stewards until the time appointed
by thefather. Evensowe, whenwe
wer e children, were in bondage
under the elements of theworld.
But when thefullnessof thetime
had come, God sent forth His
Son, born of awoman, born under
the law, to redeem those who were
under thelaw, thatwemightreceive
the adoption as sons. And because
you aresons, God hassent forth the
Spirit of His Son into your hearts,
crying out, ‘Abba, Father!”
Thereforeyou arenolonger aslave
but ason, and if ason, then an heir
of God through Christ.”

Paul’s account is a vivid
explanation that distinguishes the
general condition of immaturity
under theLaw intheOld Testament
from the present condition of
maturity made available in Christ
for every Christian believer under
grace in the New Testament. It is
another referenceto thedistinction
between the barren vineyard of the
Old Testament and the fruitful
Vineyard of the New Testament. It
must be noted that the word
“children” which Paul uses to
describe the former spiritual
condition of God’'s people under
the Law or prior to Christ is the
Greek word nepios (nay-pee-0s)
whichmeansaspiritually immature
person and not an offspring whois
achild or newly born babe. Inother
words, the word depicts character
rather than relationship by birth or
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the baby stage of an offspring. An
offspring of God, onewhoisachild
of God by being born of God, is
referred to in the Scriptures by the
Greek word, teknon. In the
Scriptures, teknon depicts
relationship to God and does not
particularly depict age. Teknon is
trandlated aseither sonsor children
of God to depict being born of God
or sharing in the life of God. The
coming of thefirstborn Son of God
into the world made it possible for
usto bebornagain of the Spiritinto
children of God by partaking of the
life of the Son of God (Jn 1:12-13;
1Jn 3:1-2; 1Jn 3:10; 1In 5:2).

Paul clearly highlights the
present potential of believers in
Christ in this era of grace to be
mature and fruitful as an outcome
of their partaking of the Spirit and
Lifeof Christ, the Son of God. Itis
the fact that under the New
Covenant “God has sent forth
the Spirit of His Son into your
hearts’ that makes you capable
of bringingforthfruit asbranches
of a mature, fruitful Vine. The
branchesof the Vine can now bring
forth the fruit of the Vine because
of theflow of theLifeof thefruitful
Vineinto them.

Therefore, Paul’ s account gives
us greater insight into the parable
of thevineand helpsustoappreciate
the reason why the parable
introducesthevineanditsbranches
asafruit-bearing plant. A vinetree,
like al other plants, brings forth
fruit only when it hasgrowninto a
mature tree. With al intent, the
parable illustrates that with the
coming of Christ to the world the
period for the condition of
immaturity and barrenness had
ended and God had sent forth His
mature Son at the fullness of time
that Hispeopleby faith can receive
the Spirit and Life of His mature
Son and be fruitful.

Therefore, the emergence of
Christ, the Son of God in His
maturity in the fullness of time, as
a fruit-bearing Vine, according to
the parable of the vine, has made it
possiblefor thosewho arein Christ

and partakeof the Spirit and Life of
the Christ, the Son of God, to be
themselvesnotimmatureand barren
branches but mature sons of God,
capable of bringing forth fruit
abundantly. It may be sobering to
know that God, the Father, as the
vinedresser of a fruitful vine,
according to the parable, expects
every true believer in Christ either
to be bringing forth fruit or be
removed. At the same time, it is
comforting to us al to know that
our fruitfulnessdepends not on our
own human ability or age as
Christians, but on theinflow of the
Lifeof HisSoninus, whoby God's
grace have been baptized or
incorporated into Christ to become
membersof HisBody, likebranches
of avine.

Supernatural Phenomenon

It is an interesting point to note
that in the parable every branch in
the vine, regardless of its position
in the vine, its age, or its stage of
growth is expected of the
vinedresser to bebringing forth the
fruit of thevine. Natural reasoning,
based on observation and science,
tellsusthat abranch sproutsfroma
stem and goesthrough a process of
growthbeforeit beginstobear fruit,
evenif thetreefromwhichit sprouts
is already afruit-bearing tree. So,
notevery branchinavineisbearing
fruit at the same time. Here, Jesus
presents a parable which depicts a
vine in which every branch is
expected to be bringing forth fruit.
Thisisan unnatural expectationin
the natural world. But no doubt to
remind us that the Lord is dealing
withthesupernatural intheparable,
every branch in the true vine is
expected by the vinedresser to be
bringing forth fruit. If perchance
there is any branch which is not
bringingforthfruit, thevinedresser
severs it off the vine. And thisis
where the lesson of the parable
appeals to faith and not natural
reasoning. It truly depicts a
supernatural phenomenon. It is
astonishing. However, faith is the
‘reasoning’ of thesupernatural. The
parable emphasi ses that the ability

of thebranchto bring forththefruit
of thevineisnot of itself butinthe
fruit-bearing life and ability of the
vine from which the branch has
sprung and which giveslife to the
branch. This demonstrates that
every Christian in vital union with
Christ is expected to bring forth
fruit through the life of Christ and
not by the effort and development
of hisownself life. Thisisliving by
faith, which is living in absolute
dependence on and trust in God
with whom all things are possible.

Let us take, for example, the
case of Abraham and Sarah. Only
faith could have enabled them to
believe that they could and would
bring forth a child in old age.
Reasoning through the science and
natural processes of child-bearing
even made them laugh at the
prospect. However, “not being
weak in faith, he did not consider
his own body, already dead (since
he was about ahundred years old),
and the deadness of Sarah’ swomb.
He did not waver at the promise of
God through unbelief, but was
strengthened in faith, giving glory
to God, and being fully convinced
that what He had promised He was
also able to perform” (Rom 4:19-
21).

Thelesson onfruit-bearingfrom
the parable of thevineisobviously
achallengeto every true Christian
believer’sfaith. It clearly depictsa
Church in which every member is
expected of the Father to be
characteristically and continually
bringing forth fruit. The Father
expects every disciple of Christ to
bebringing forthfruit by abidingin
Christ and drawing of the fruit-
bearinglifewhichisin Christ. And
only faith will fully convince us
that God is ableto make usfruitful
by no other processor meansbut by
our baptism or incorporation into
Christat our conversionandthrough
the flow of the fruit-bearing life of
Christ in us. Clearly, according to
the parable of the vine, God has no
place in the Body of Christ for
chronic infants, ever growing and
never coming to maturity andfruit-



bearing. The Father's provision
ensuresthat every believerinChrist
findsin Christ, the mature Son, the
mature, fruit-bearing lifeneeded to
bring forth fruit.

Still Not Arrived or Attained

A point which is necessary to
make here isthat the fact that God
has made available to believersin
Christ the capacity to be mature
and fruitful by partaking of thelife
of the Son of God in no way means
that to be mature, fruitful believers
in the Body of Christ is to have
arrived or attained to all that for
which God has apprehended them
in Christ. Certainly not! We can
infer from the parable of the vine
that a living vine and its fruit-
bearing brancheswill keepgrowing,
asthey arepruned by thevinedresser
to bring forth more fruit, and new
branches will keep sprouting. In
the same way, the Body of Christ,
from its beginning in Christ Jesus,
has been growing and increasing,
bringingforthfruitfromgeneration
to generation. And it will continue
togrow until it attainsthefull stature
of the Christ that God intendsfor it.

TheBody of Christ continuesto
grow, according to the Scriptures,
making increase of itself, by a
process of edification of its
members by one another. Each
member of the Body is being
equipped for this ministry of
edification by the operation of a
five-fold ministry of apostles,
prophets, evangelists, pastors and
teachers given to the Church by
Christ, whoistheHead of the Body
(Eph 4:7-12). It also grows by the
Spiritincorporatingintoiteveryone
who comes to believe in Christ.
“For by one Spirit we were all
baptized into one body—whether
Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or
free—and have all been made to
drink into one Spirit” (1Co 12:13).
Andso, asitwasintheearly Church,
so the Lord Himself continues to
this day to give growth to the
Church, continually adding to the
Church such as should be saved
(Acts 2:47).

God callsusto go from glory to
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glory into His infinite realms of
glory. However, it isimportant, as
we have already mentioned, that
we distinguish between the glory
which God has prepared for us to
experience now and that which is
yet to come, and continually press
on to attain in Christ al that God
hasapprehended usfor. Aswehave
already seeninthisarticle, spiritual
and moral maturity andfruitfulness
istheideal statethat God hasset for
believers in Christ in this era.
Chrigtianity isintended by God to
stand asabright shininglightinthe
midst of the spiritual and moral
decay of this present dark world
and a source of revival for those
stunted by the spiritual and moral
retardation of vain religion (Mat
5:14). This is the Christianity
generated by the ongoing move of
the Spirit of God. Asweyieldtothe
powerful operation of Godin usby
the Spirit, the Father prunes us,
removing from us anything that is
vainandbarren, enablingustogrow
andbeincreasingly fruitful. Hence,
thereisawaysroom for growthin
the Body of Christ and in its
individual members to bring forth
more fruit.

Paul, who appreciated His
maturity in Christ (Phil 4:13),
enjoyed communicating with
maturebelieversinChrist (1Co2:6),
and upbraided some Corinthian
professing Christians who were
displaying immaturity(1Co 3:1-3),
wasquick to declarethat hehad not
attained fully all that the Lord had
for Himin Christ. Paul pointed out:
“Notthat | havealready attained, or
am aready perfected; but | press
on, that | may lay hold of that for
which Christ Jesus has also laid
hold of me. Brethren, | do not count
myself to have apprehended; but
one thing | do, forgetting those
things which are behind and
reaching forward to those things
which areahead, | presstoward the
goal for theprizeof theupward call
of God in Christ Jesus. Therefore
let us, as many as are mature,
have this mind; and if in anything
youthink otherwise, Godwill revea

even this to you. Nevertheless, to
the degree that we have already
attained, let uswalk by the same
rule, let us be of the same mind”
(Phil 3:12-16). Thus, as much as
Paul acknowledged that there was
much yet left for him to attain in
Christ, he clearly embraced his
maturity as one thing that God by
grace had already given him in
Christ.
Being Fruitful

Inlight of theparableof thevine,
believersin Christ have no excuse
to be barren. Genuine New
Testament Christians are
characteristically fruit-bearing
Christians. Itiscertainly not for our
boasting becauseitismadepossible
only by the abundant grace of God,
who has given us freely the Spirit
and lifeof His Son and hasbrought
usintotheBody of Christ. Wemust
recognize that according to the
Scriptureswe, who arebelieversin
Christ, are members of the Body of
Christ and, therefore, thepowerful,
fruit-bearing life of the Son of God
intheBody of Christisflowinginto
usto producethefruit of the Spirit.
If we believe this, then we can
easily accept that we can befruitful
and bring forth fruit and morefruit.
Let us, who believe that we are
members of the Body of Christ,
integrally connected to Christ as
branches are to the vine, be
encouraged to yield to the fruit-
bearing Life of Christ in us. Paul
declares: “| havebeencrucifiedwith
Christ; it is no longer | who lives,
but Christ livesin me” (Gal 2:20).

How to be spiritualy fruitful is
an important concern to every
young believerin Christ. Inaworld
dominated by acultureinwhichthe
prideof life, thelust of thefleshand
the lust of the eyes seem to be the
ideal of productivity and success,
theconcept of Christianfruitfulness
may easily be distorted to mean
material prosperity and fame
produced by human talents and
efforts. But true Christian
fruitfulnessremainsinitssimplicity
the manifestation of that which the
Bible defines as the fruit of the
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Spirit — “love, joy, peace,
longsuffering, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, self-
control” (Gal 5:22-23). According
to the value system of this world,
such qualities may be scarcely
significant compared to the
aggressiveness, selfish ambition,
fame-generating, or wealth-
producing characteristics of a
successful lifestyle in this world.
But the fact is, love, joy, peace,
longsuffering, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-
control are powerful personality
characteristics by which the saints
of God havecontributedimmensely
to the survival and advancement of
human civilization on earth and
throughwhichtheKingdom of God
will rulein the earth. They are the
fruit which the Father expects of
the true Vine and which can be
reproduced in the lives of the most
common and ordinary of His
children through Christ.

The concept of bringing forth
fruit signifies especially the
effortlessness with which fruit-
bearing takes place. We pointed
out earlier the distinction made by
the Scriptures between the
barrenness of Old Testament
legalismandthefruitfulnessof New
Testament grace. This distinction
isacontinual theme in the writing
of Paul, who had to constantly
safeguard young believersin Christ
from the relentless tendency of the
Jews to revert to legalism or the
tutoring of the Law in an effort to
produce righteousness.

To Paul, righteousness can only
be produced by the life of Christ
generated by theSpiritinabeliever.
Heplainly distinguishesonewhois
Spirit-led from one who is under
the Law. According to Paul, these
two are mutually exclusive
characteristics. One cannot
combine both at any point in being
aspiritually fruitful Christian. “But
if you areled by the Spirit, you are
not under the law” (Gal 5:18).

Therefore, to be spiritually
fruitful, onemust depend absol utely
on the operation of the Spirit and

life of the Son of God within and
not onone’ sworksof righteousness
or efforts to keep the Law. Thisis
because true righteousness is a
product of Divine life and not the
outcome of human efforts to be
righteous. In other words, true
righteousness is the fruit of the
lifeof theSon of God in abeliever
in Christ. One who hasthe life of
the Son producestherighteousness
of God, apart from the Law (Rom
3:21, 28).

And so, the fact that the Law
could not produce Divine life in
anyone madeitimpossiblefor it to
producetrue righteousness. “ For if
there had been alaw given which
could have given life, truly
righteousness would have been by
thelaw” (Gal 3:21). This explains
the barrenness of the peopl e of God
under theLaw intheOld Testament
eraand evenamongthosewhotoday
still remain in bondage to the
tutorship of legalism as ameans of
producing righteousness. The Law
cannot producedivinelifewhichis
the source of the fruit of
righteousness. The fact that Christ
has come to give life to all who
believe in Him explains the
possibility that exists now for
believers in Christ to live fruitful
lives of righteousness under grace
through Christ. Only through the
life of Christ reproduced by the
new birthinabelieverin Christ can
one bring forth genuine fruit of
righteousness. As Paul points out:
“1 do not set asidethegrace of God;
for if righteousness comesthrough
the law, then Christ died in vain”
(Gal 2:21).

However, what the Law could
not do, the Spirit of life in Christ
began to accomplish in every
believer in Christ by grace when
Christ came. “For the law of the
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has
made me free from the law of sin
and death. For what the law could
not do in that it was weak through
the flesh, God did by sending His
own Son in the likeness of sinful
flesh, on account of sin: He
condemned sinintheflesh, that the

righteous requirement of the law
might be fulfilled in uswho do not
walk according to the flesh but
according to the Spirit” (Rom 8:2-
4).
Like the Hebrews in the early
Church, many Christians still have
problems understanding this truth
and find it difficult to perceivethat
they canlivespiritually fruitful lives
of righteousness by depending
completely on the working of the
Spirit within them without the
control and tutorship of the Law.
The truth is that under the present
New Covenant of God, a believer
in Christ can produce fruit of
righteousness without having any
knowledgeof or influencefromthe
Law of Moses. Thisis because in
Christ oneismade alive in God or
finds the Divine life that can
producerighteousness. Thisiswhat
God promised to do under the New
Covenant, andit will agreewiththe
Law of Moses, whichisarighteous
law.

Notice that the fruit which God
expects of every believer in Christ
is described as “the fruit of the
Spirit” andthereforeitistheproduce
of the Spirit in us, and not of man.
“But the fruit of the Spirit is love,
joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness,
self-control. Against such thereis
nolaw. AndthosewhoareChrist’s
have crucified the flesh with its
passions and desires. If welivein
the Spirit, let us also walk in the
Spirit” (Gal 5:22-25). If weyieldto
the Spirit of Christ within us we
will easily bring forth the fruit of
the Spirit in season and out of
season.

This may appear presumptuous
to the legalist and self-effort
oriented perspective of being
righteous. But to the believer in
Christ it is agreeing with and
trustingtheproven principleof faith
in the truth of theword of God and
the power of eternal life or thelife
of Christ in a believer. Put in the
simple and straightforward words
of Jesus: “| amthevine, youarethe
branches. He who abides in Mg,



and | in him, bears much fruit;
for without Me you can do
nothing” (Jn 15:5). Having the
baptismof theHoly Ghost, speaking
in tongues, exercising the gifts of
the Spirit, praying in the Holy
Ghost, being equipped for ministry
by thelaying on of the hands of the
presbytery and reading and
meditating on the word of God are
all operationsof the Spirit of Christ
within us when we are born again
andabideinChristand areeffective
tools used by the Holy Spirit to
generate and bring forth in us
various aspects of the fruit of the
Spirit mentioned above.

IntheBody of Christ, every part
ought to be an active, fruit-bearing
part connected to Christ, the Head,
“fromwhomthewholebody, joined
and knit together by what every
joint supplies, according to the
effective working by which every
part does its share, causes growth
of thebody for theedifying of itsel f
in love” (Eph 4:16). In fact, the
five-fold ministry of apostles,
prophets, evangelists, pastors and
teachersisspecialy givenby Christ
Himself inthe Body to equip every
member of the Body for fruitful
ministry work to edify the whole
Body (Eph 4:11-12).

We Can Bring Forth Fruit

When believers in Christ can
come to the redlization that the
newness of lifeinto whichthey are
born again of the Spirit is actually
thelife of the Son of God, and that
their salvation, according to
Scriptures, involves their
integration into Christ as branches
areinavine, therewill beabsolutely
no doubt that they can bring forth
fruit of righteousnessto the honour
and glory of God, the vinedresser.
Indeed, theintegral union between
Christiansand Christisanamazing
and powerful truth. “And you are
thebody of Christ, and membersin
particular” (1Co 12:27).

Paul admonishes usin Col 2:6-
10: “Asyouthereforehavereceived
Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in
Him, rooted and built up in Him
and established in the faith, asyou
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have been taught, abounding in it
with thanksgiving. Beware lest
anyone cheat you through
philosophy and empty deceit,
according to the tradition of men,
according to the basic principles of
the world, and not according to
Christ. For in Him dwells all the
fullnessof theGodhead bodily; and
you are complete in Him, who is
the head of all principality and
power.”
Fruit unto Holiness

All children of God, truly born
again of the Spirit into offspring of
God, at whatever the stage of their
spiritual journey, are expected to
beholy andto bring forth fruit unto
holiness. Paul putsit thisway: “ For
when you were slaves of sin, you
werefreeinregardtorighteousness.
What fruit did you havethenin the
things of which you are now
ashamed? For the end of those
things is death. But now having
been set freefrom sin, and having
become slaves of God, you have
your fruit toholiness, andtheend,
everlasting life” (Rom 6:20-22).
Thustoatrueborn-again Christian,
holinessisnot anexperiencefor the
eventual future but acharacteristic
experience for the now.

As we dready indicated, the
coming of Christ into this world,
His death and resurrection,
signalled the era of maturity and
fruit-bearing among the saints of
God, according to the Scriptures.
God has made ample provision in
Christ for every believer in Christ
tobematureand bring forth fruit of
righteousnessby enteringintounion
with Christ and partaking of the
mature, fruit-bearing life of Christ,
the Son of God. God knowsthat our
human nature is inherently weak
andfeeble. AndHemadeprovision
to empower our frail earthen vessel
withthelifeof Christ, thetrueVine.

Petertellsusin2Pel:2-7:“ Grace
and peace be multiplied to you in
the knowledge of God and of Jesus
our Lord, asHisdivinepower has
given tousall thingsthat pertain
to life and godliness, through the
knowledge of Him who called us

by glory and virtue, by which have
been given to us exceedingly great
and preci ouspromises, that through
these you may be partakers of the
divine nature, having escaped the
corruption that is in the world
through lust. But also for this very
reason, giving all diligence, add to
your faith virtue, to virtue
knowledge, to knowledge self-
control, to self-control
perseverance, to perseverance
godliness, to godliness brotherly
kindness, andto brotherly kindness
love. For if thesethingsareyours
and abound, you will be neither
barren nor unfruitful in the
knowledgeof our Lord JesusChrist.
For he who lacks these things is
short-sighted, even to blindness,
and has forgotten that he was
cleansed from hisold sins.”

Anyone who lacks the faith to
appropriate these provisions of
gracemadeavailableby Godfor us
in Christ for a fruitful life of
godlinessin thispresent world will
obviously be a barren professing
Christian, who is “short-sighted,
eventoblindness, and hasforgotten
that he was cleansed from his old
sins,” according to Peter. It is
therefore obvious why many who
lack the faith to appropriate the
grace of God availablein Christ to
be fruitful usually remain subtly
bound by amindset or belief that in
thisworldthey cannot yet live holy
lives and inevitably will continue
in sin. Thus, they have forgotten
that they were cleansed from their
old sinswhenthey wereborn again
and, therefore, they still walk under
the bondage of sin.

Any ideathat holinessis not for
Christians in this present age or
will only be achieved when
Christianshave” grown” toacertain
degree of maturity is misleading
and not founded on sound
Scriptures. The main objective of
the plan of salvation designed by
God, involving thegruesomedeath
of Christ on the Cross, was to deal
with the sin problem in humanity
and put away sin (Heb 9:26; John
1:29). Salvation thereforeinvolves
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deliverance from the power and
bondageof sin(Rom 6:1-23). When
oneissaved and born again, oneis
born of the Spirit into an offspring
of God. Certainly, God' s offspring
is holy because God is holy (1Pe
1:15-16).

John the Baptist was plain and
straightforward in declaring to the
chronic barren religious adherents
of his time the fruit-bearing
characteristic which was expected
to immediately follow repentance
inthisnew eraof grace. “But when
he saw many of the Pharisees and
Sadducees coming to his baptism,
he said to them, *Brood of vipers!
Who warned you to flee from the
wrathtocome?Thereforebear fruits
worthy of repentance, and do not
think to say to yourselves, ‘We
have Abraham as our father.” For |
say toyou that God isableto raise
up childrento Abraham from these
stones’” (Mat 3:7-9).

We may be born babes in
Christ and need to grow up into
much, but we arenot born again
in Christasunholy or partly holy
children of God. In fact, Peter
forthrightly exhortsnew born babes
inChristtocompletely lay asideall
aspectsof their former ungodliness.
This is God's expectation of His
offspring in this era. And it is an
expectation based on the power of
thegodly character whichGodgives
by graceto Hisoffspring at the new
birth.

Peter writes: “ Therefore, laying
aside all malice, all deceit,
hypocrisy, envy, and all evil
speaking, asnewborn babes, desire
the pure milk of the word that you
may grow thereby, if indeed you
have tasted that the Lord is
gracious’ (1Pe 2:1-3). And David
points out: “Out of the mouth of
babes and nursing infants You
have ordained strength, because
of Your enemies, that You may
silencetheenemy and theavenger”
(Psa8:2). John states: “We know
that everyone who hasbeen born
of God does not continueto sin,
but the one born of God guards
himself, and the evil one does not

touch him” (1John 5:18). Paul is
even more explicit: “Do you not
know that the unrighteous will not
inheritthekingdom of God?Do not
be deceived. Neither fornicators,
nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor
homosexuals, nor sodomites, nor
thieves, nor covetous, nor
drunkards, nor revilers, nor
extortionists will inherit the
kingdom of God. And such were
some of you. But you were
washed, but you wer e sanctified,
but you were justified in the name
of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit
of our God” (1Co 6:9-11).
Therefore, being a born-again
babe in Christ is no excuse for
sinning because, according to the
Scriptures, God endows His
offspring with grace, strength, and
character from their spiritual birth
to be holy and to triumph over all
ungodliness. If Christians, who
keep condoningtheir ungodly living
with the excuse that they are still
spiritual babes, will believe and
meditate on the truth of these
powerful Scripture passages, they
will find the faith and boldness to
set aside al ungodliness and bring
forth fruit unto righteousness and
holiness, whatever thestageof their
spiritual journey may be.
Itislamentablebut truethat there
aremany professing Christianswho
don’t believe the truth of these
Scripture passages and have
allowed sintoremain aninevitable
stigmaintheir conduct. That sinning
remains a chronic characteristic
among some professing Christians
isnot aresult of theimpracticability
of the truth of the Gospel but a
consequence of the apostasy of our
time and unbelief in the truth and
power of the true Gospel. God can
make holy living an ordinary, and
not an extraordinary, characteristic
of every truly born-again Christian.
It may be possible, but not
inevitable, for a believer in Christ
to sin. According to the Bible, if a
sincerebeliever in Christ ever sins,
God mercifully and faithfully
provides advocacy in Jesus Christ
toobtainimmediateforgivenessand

cleansing. ThisemphasizesGod's
aimto keep Hischildren holy. John
putsitthisway: “My littlechildren,
these things | write to you, so that
you may not sin. And if anyone
sins, wehavean Advocatewiththe
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous”
(LJohn 2:1). However, even with
that provision, no sincere believer
inChristwill easily givewaytosin,
or carelessly makesinning habitual,
but will instead trust “Him who is
able to keep you from stumbling,
and to present you faultless before
the presence of His glory with
exceeding joy” (Jud 1:24).

That Christians are born again
into holiness and begin their
Christian life with the capacity to
bring forth the fruit of the Spiritis
abasictruthillustratedintheparable
of thevine. Jesusadmonishesusin
the parable of the vine: “You are
alr eady clean becauseof theword
which | have spoken to you. Abide
in Me, and | inyou. Asthe branch
cannot bear fruit of itself, unlessit
abidesinthevine, neither can you,
unless you abide in Me. | am the
vine, you arethebranches. Hewho
abides in Me, and | in him, bears
much fruit; for without Meyou can
do nothing” (John 15:3-5).
According to Jesus, we begin our
abode in Him clean and holy when
we hear theword of the Gospel and
are born again. It is through our
faithinthetruth of theword of God
or the Gospel that the Holy Spirit
regeneratesus, makesand keepsus
clean and fruitful as we are born
into Christ and continueto abidein
Christ, thesourceof Divinelifeand

righteousness.
Conclusion
As we conclude these

tremendous and profound insights
into the fruit-bearing lesson of the
parable of thevine, let usreview a
few Scripture passages that can
inspire us to appreciate the reality
of the life of the Son of God in
every believer in Christ and the
truth that, as a result, believersin
Christ can bring forth much fruit of
righteousness. Asbranchesarethere
inthevineto receivethelife of the



vine and bring forth thefruit of the
vine, so every member of the Body
of Christ, the Church, isintegrated
into Christ to partake of the Life of
Christ, the Son of God, and bring
forth the fruit of Christ.

Jn 15:16: “Y ou have not chosen
Me, but | have chosen you and
ordained you that you should go
and bring forth fruit, and that your
fruit should remain; that whatever
you shall ask of the Father in My
name, He may giveit to you.”

1Jn 5:11-12: “And thisis the
record, that God has given to us
everlasting life, and this life isin
His Son. He who has the Son has
life; he who does not have the Son
of God does not have life.”

Col 3:1-8: “If then you were
raisedwith Christ, seek thosethings
which are above, where Christ is
sitting at the right hand of God. Be
mindful of things above, not on
things on the earth. For you died,
and your life has been hidden with
Christ in God. When Christ our
Lifeisrevealed, then you also will
be revealed with Him in glory.
Therefore put to death your
members which are on the earth:
fornication, uncleanness, passion,
evil desire, and covetousness
(which is idolatry), on account of
which things sake the wrath of
God is coming on the sons of
disobedience, among whom you
also once walked, when you lived
in these. But now also put off all
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these things: anger, wrath, malice,
blasphemy, shameful speech out of
your mouth.”

Rom 6:1-14: “What shall we
say then? Shall we continuein sin
so that grace may abound? Let it
not be! How shall we who died to
sinliveany longerinit?Doyou not
know that as many of us as were
baptized into Jesus Christ were
baptized into Hisdeath? Therefore
we were buried with Him by
baptisminto death, sothat asChrist
was raised up from the dead by the
glory of the Father; even sowealso
should walk in newness of life. For
if we have been joined together in
the likeness of His death, we shall
also be in the likeness of His
resurrection; knowingthis, that our
old man is crucified with Him in
order that the body of sin might be
destroyed, that from now on we
shouldnot servesin. Likewisecount
yourselves al'so to be truly dead to
sin, but alive to God through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Therefore do not
let sinreign in your mortal body,
that you should obey itinitslusts.
Do not yield your members as
instrumentsof unrighteousnessto
sin, but yield yourselves to God,
as one alive from the dead, and
your members as instruments of
righteousnessto God. For sinshall
not have dominion over you, for
you are not under Law, but under
grace.

Rom 8:1-2: “ Thereistherefore

now no condemnation to those
whoarein Christ Jesus, whowalk
not according to the flesh but
according to the Spirit. But the
Law of the Spirit of lifein Christ
Jesus has made me free from the
law of sin and death.”

The parable of the vine
presented by Jesus Christ
wonderfully illustrates that the
normal function of all believers
in Christistobring forthfruit and
much fruit because of the union
between Christ and believers in
Christ. The parable unfolds to us
the truth that the fruitfulness of
believers in Christ is rooted in
their union with Christ. Since,
only maturetreesbring forthfruit,
it is an encouragement to every
believer in Christ to know that he
derives his maturity and
fruitfulness from no other means
or sourcebut from Christ,inwhom
heabides. Christianity istherefore
a spiritually and morally mature
and fruitful lifewhich, according
to the Scriptures, is available in
Christ to all who believe under
this dispensation of grace.
Therefore, let uswithfaith accept
the truth that our capability to
bring forth fruit comes from our
unionwith Christ, the Son of God.
As long as we are abiding in
Christ, the mature fruit-bearing
life of the Son of God flowsin us
toenableusto bring forththefruit
of righteousness continually.

Growing Into Maturity

The Christian experience is a
process of growth from childhood
to maturity, not unlike the process
of natural growth and devel opment
from a babe to a mature man or
woman. Nourishment, instruction,
experience and the passage of time
al contributetonatural growth. Itis
aprocessworthworking at because
thefruit (thegoal) ismaturity. Those

By Mervin Sundbo

of uswho haveraised children have
spent countlesshoursworkingwith
our childrenwiththat goal in mind.
Thereweretimeswhen webecame
discouraged because it appeared
there was a lack of progress. But
littleby little, year after year, growth
took place and the babe grew into
manhood or womanhood.

God looks for fruit, for growth,

for the manifestations of maturity
from the babe in Christ to the fully
manifested son. Isiteasy?No! What
in life is easy that is also
worthwhile? Let us take training
for a particular profession as an
example. Were your college or
university years easy and alot of
fun? Let me give you some
reminders. there were classes to
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attend, paperstowrite, presentations
to make, examsto write, deadlines
to meet, a practicum or internship
to undergo and lots of evaluation
through it al. However, for the
faithful who stayedthecourse, there
was a graduation, a certificate, a
ticket to a profession. You had
become an engineer, a nurse, a
teacher, a lawyer, an architect or
whatever you trained for. The
journey fromtherebirthto maturity
(sonship) is not easy. There are
setbacks, trials and tribulations,
temptations and testings. Skies are
not always blue and the weather is
sometimesstormy. Thestormsmay
comeintheformof health problems,
financial problems, relationship
problems, etc. Jesus said to His
disciplesinMatt. 16:24, “ If anyone
desires to come after Me, let him
deny himself, and take up hiscross,
andfollow Me” (NKJV). Thecross
is not pleasant to the flesh, but
neverthel ess, thereiswheretheflesh
is put to death.

There may be some questions
that arisein our mindsfromtimeto
timeregarding our progressand our
fierytrias. Isthegoal possible?Isit
al worthwhile? Is the impossible,
to the natural mind, possible in
Christ? The answer to these
guestions is a resounding “yes!”
Godiswell ableto dowhat He says
Hewill do, asstatedin Phil. 1:6,“ ...
being confident of this very thing,
that Hewho hasbegun agood work
inyouwill completeit until theday
of Jesus Christ” (NKJV). He began
the good work when we accepted
Him into our hearts and He will
complete the work until we come
forth in His likeness and image.
Praise God! The mind of man has
difficulty to believe God. Limiting
God, as lIsrael did on many
occasions, is simply unbelief and
that iswhat hindered their entrance
intotheland of promise(Heb. 3:19).
“Now all these things happened to
them (Israel) asexamples, and they
were written for our admonition,
upon whom the ends of the ages
have come’ (1Cor. 10:11, NKJV).
We read about God's unlimited

power in His Word, we have
witnessed that power, andtherefore
there should be no question that He
is able to accomplish a complete
work in each one of us.

In2Peter 1:3-4, weread: “AsHis
divine power has given to us all
things that pertain to life and
godliness, through the knowledge
of Him who called us by glory and
virtue, by which havebeengivento
us exceedingly great and precious
promises, that through these you
may be partakers of the divine
nature, having escaped the
corruption that is in the world
through lust” (NKJV). This
scripture says that when we accept
Christ, we believe and receive the
ability to liveagodly lifeand in so
doing we can partake of the divine
nature—thenatureof Christ. Thisis
a spiritual principle which is
foolishnessto the natural mind, but
a glorious reality to the mind
quickened by the Spirit.

In John 1:12, we read: “But as
many asreceived Him, tothemgave
he power to become the sons of
God, even to them that believe on
His name” (KJV). By receiving
Him, He gave each of us “power
(right, privilege, indwelling ability)
to become the sons of God.”
Maturity ismovingfromselfishness
toselflessness; fromirresponsibility
to responsibility; from doing your
own will to doing the will of God;
from childish immaturity to
completeness in Christ. The
maturity of Christ is demonstrated
in His attitude of obedience to His
Father. For example, inJohn 12:49-
50, Hesays: “For | have not spoken
onmy ownauthority; but the Father
who sent Me gave Me acommand,
what | should say and what | should
speak. And | know that His
command is everlasting life.
Therefore, whatever | speak, just as
the Father hastold Me, so | speak”
(NKJV). Then, we read in John
8:29, “And hewho sent Meiswith
Me. The Father has not left Me
alone, for | always do those things
that pleaseHim” (NKJV). Letusbe
satisfied with nothing less than the

sameattitudeof obedienceandlevel
of maturity. Christ is our example.

Jesussaidin Matt. 16:24-25, “ |
anyone desires to come after Me,
let him deny himself, and take up
his cross, and follow Me. For
whoever desiresto savehislifewill
loseit, but whoever loseshislifefor
My sakewill findit” (NKJV). These
scriptures speak of selflessness,
sacrifice and submission and there
isnoother way tobecomingamature
son of God than what Jesus has
pointed us to by what He said and
by what He did. He is our perfect
example. The nature of man does
not deny himself, but rather indulges
himself. ItistheHoly Spiritworking
in our lives that will give us the
ability to deny ourselves and the
strength to take up our cross and
follow Him.

In Phil. 3:10, Paul says, “That |
may know Him and the power of
Hisresurrection, and thefellowship
of Hissufferings, being conformed
to His death...” (NKJV). It was
Paul’ sdesiretoreally know Christ,
to experiencethe ongoing power of
resurrection lifethrough sharingin
His sufferings and being made like
unto His death. You see, Christ’s
death was no ordinary death, for in
it was the seed and ultimately the
power of theresurrection. Thesong
writer pennedtheselines, “ Will you
be poured out as wine on the altar
for me and will you be broken as
bread to feed the hungry?’ Jesus
saysinJohn 12:24, “Except agrain
of wheat fall into the ground and
dig, it abidesalone: but if it dies, it
bringsforthmuchfruit” (KJV). Paul
expressesthisrecurringthemeagain
in Rom. 8:29, “For whom He
foreknew, he al so predestined to be
conformed to theimage of His Son,
that Hemight bethefirstbornamong
many brethren” (NKJV).

In1Cor. 13:11weread, “When |
was a child, | spoke as a child, |
understood asachild, | thought asa
child; but when | became a man, |
put away childishthings” (NKJV).
Growth causes changes. What was
once important no longer carries
any significance. Perhapsthere are



till some childish things we need
to put behind us. God help us to
recognize our immaturity and to
resolvein Hisstrengthto grow into
the mature sonsthat Hewantsusto
be. Gal. 4:1-7 focuses on our
childhood to maturity experience:
“But you must realize that so long
as an heir is a child, though he is
destined tobemaster of everything,
heisinpractice, nodifferentfroma
servant. He has to obey aguardian
or trustee until the time which his
father haschosenfor himtoreceive
his inheritance. So is it with us:
while we were “children” welived
under the authority of basic moral
principles. Butwhentheproper time
came, God sent His Son, born of a
human mother and born under the
jurisdiction of the Law, that He
might redeemthosewhowereunder
theauthority of theLaw andlead us
to becoming, by adoption, truesons
of God. It ishecauseyoureally are
Hissonsthat God hassent the Spirit
of His Son into our hearts to cry
“Father, dear Father.” You, my
brother, arenot aservant any longer;
through God you areason. And, if
youareason, thenyouarecertainly
an heir.” (Phillips). What a
wonderful and full salvation God
has made available to the “called,
and chosen, and faithful” (Rev.
17:14). “...to those who look for
Him, Hewill appear asecond time,
not to deal with sin, but to bring to
full salvation those who eagerly
await Him” (Heb. 9:28, Phillips).
The song writer put it thisway:

“It' saglorioussalvation; it'sa
wonderful way,

And God hasshed hislight upon
my pathway.

And my way keeps growing
brighter and | want to shout and
sing,

A creatureof eternity, achild of
the King.”

Ephesians 1: 1-14 from the
Phillips translation gives us a
beautiful picture of the magnitude
of the redemption plan: “For God
hasall owed ustoknow thesecret of
Hisplan, anditisthis: He purposes
inHissovereignwill that all human
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history shall be consummated in
Chrigt, that everything that exists
in Heaven or earth shall find its
perfection and fulfillment in Him.
And here is the staggering thing —
thatinall whichwill oneday belong
to Him we have been promised a
share” (vs. 9-11). We have been
“stamped with the promised Holy
Spirit as a guarantee of purchase,
until the day when God compl etes
theredemption of what Hehaspaid
for as Hisown...” (vs. 13 & 14).
The promises of God will not fail
and thus we look forward to the
complete redemption for which
Christ died—for our spirit, soul and
body. In 1Thess. 5: 23 & 24 we
read, “Now may the God of peace
Himself sanctify you completely;
and may your whole spirit, soul,
and body bepreserved blamelessat
thecomingof our Lord JesusChrist.
He who calls you is faithful, who
asowill doit” (NKJV).
Weexperienced salvationwhen
the Holy Spirit convicted us of
our sin and we became aware of
our need of a Savior. “If we
confess our sins, He is faithful
andjusttoforgiveusour sins, and
to cleanse wus from all
unrighteousness” (1John 1: 9,
KJV). There was a quickening
that took place in our hearts and
minds and we began to learn of
His ways and to understand how
Heworksinour lives. Jesus said,
“Andthisiseternal life, that they

may know Y ou, theonly true God,
and Jesus Christ whom Y ou have
sent” (John 17: 3, NKJV). We
continue to learn and to know
Him more intimately as we are
open to His Word and to the
moving of His Spirit. This
relationship opened our spiritual
eyestotherealization that we can
grow into maturity; into the
fullnessof Christ. Thesound mind
(transformed mind) isthe mind of
Christ and His nature can become
our nature. The song writer says:

LittlebylittleHe schangingme,

Line upon line He's teaching
me;

Precept on precept until I am
free, Jesus is changing me.

Day by day He's changing me.

Inevery way He' schanging me;

When | am yielded He'll set
me free,

Jesus is changing me.

“For whom He foreknew, He
also predestined to be conformed
to the image His Son, that He
might be the firstborn among
many brethren” (Rom. 8: 29,
NKJV). What a plan! What a
glorious and complete
redemption!

CORRECTION

DAVID LUFF

correct email add_ress is
dwluff@gmail.com

CARIBBEAN CAMP - ST. VINCENT, WI
August 2-10, 2008

Grace and Truth Campsite - Layou, St. Vincent
Contact: Cephas Forde, Camden Park, St. Vincent
E-mail: merforl@yahoo.com. Phone 784-457-7272

BOOKS AVAILABLE:

MESSAGES TO THE CHURCH
- The writings of Herrick Holt
BORN FROM ABOVE
- The writings of
W. Douglas Whitter
BUILDING GOD'S HOUSE
- The writings of
Allen M. Hinchliff

PAMPHLETS AVAILABLE:

The Present Move Of God
The Baptism Of The Holy Spirit
You Are Loved
Growing In Christ
Born From Above
Honor The Lord With Thy
Substance
A Word To The Wise
Sexual Intimacy
A Testimony - M. Sundbo
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DATES OF IMPORTANCE

lllinois Gathering (King's HOUSE) .......cccovererieneniciciecienie. May 2 - 4, 2008
Camp North Battleford ..o, July 6 - 13, 2008
North Carolina Summer Camp .......ccoccevvrerereneneneneennn July 20 - 26, 2008

Caribbean Camp, St. Vincent ..
Pinelow Summer Family Camp

Aug. 2 - 10, 2008
Aug. 4 - 10, 2008

HIden ACIES ....vcvveveieece e Aug. 29 - Sept. 1, 2008
Park Valley .. Aug. 29 - Sept. 1, 2008
WINKIET .o Aug. 29 - Sept. 1, 2008
Pinelow Fall Family Camp .....cccooiiiiiiiiiieee e N/A

NORTH CAROLINA CAMP MEETING

July 20 - 26, 2008
Belmont Abbey College, Belmont, NC

Belmont Abbey College is located in Belmont, NC, just off Interstate 85 at Exit 27.
Check-in time begins at 2:00 PM on Sunday, July 20.
Meals will be served in the college dining hall beginning at 5:00 PM
on Sunday, July 20, followed by the first meeting at 7:30 PM.
The camp will conclude with the noon meal on Saturday, July 26.
Buildings are air conditioned. A gym and other recreational facilities are available.

Charges for Room & Board

AZE 053 ittt E bbbt No Charge
AGE 410 oot $60 per week or $12 per day
Age 11-16 ..... ....$90 per week or $15 per day
Age 17-Adult . . $150 per week or $30 per day
FaMly RALE ...t $600 per week or $120 per day

You will need to bring linens (single bed) towels & pillows.

Send reservations to ncsummercamp08@triad.rr.com

or Mail to:
Global Missions Regional Camp
clo Keith Hurley
5606 Boxborough Ct.
Greenshoro, NC 27407
or call: Keith Hurley - 336-294-2607
Flight arrangements should be made to Charlotte's Douglas International Airport (CLT).
For airport pickup contact Kim Kaufman at 704-583-0651 or e-mail: [kaufman@comporium.net

PINELOW SUMMER CAMP AUGUST 4-10, 2008
GREETINGS EVERYONE!

On Monday, August 4 Saints from all over North America will come together
to Worship the Lord and learn more of him at the beautiful setting of Pinelow Park.
We invite one and all to come for this great week of Fellowship.
Please send your reservations to me as soon as possible
by e-mail, martz@shelbrook.com, or phone 604-858-9009.
Please state date & time of arrival, and children including their ages.

I will confirm your reservation so you will know that you have been registered.
The check-in time begins Monday, August 4th at 4:00 p.m. and the camp concludes
with breakfast on Sunday morning August 10th.

The camp is located on North Deer Lake Road, just a short 45 minute drive
North of Spokane Washington on Highway 395.

For Canadians please remember to bring proper identification for the U.S. Border crossing.
On the Monday, dinner (supper) will be served at 6:00 p.m. and please advise me
if you plan to be there for the dinner (supper) meal.

Rates are: Please bring bedding, toiletries, bibles,
Adults - $100.00 US funds musical instrument etc., and a heart prepared
Children age 3-11 - $50.00 US for a great spiritual week.

Families (children up to age 18) $300.00 US  May the Lord Bless You All. Daryl Martz.
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