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YeAreTheBody Of Christ

1 John 1:3 says, "That which we
have seen and heard declare we unto
you, that ye also may have fellowship
with us, and truly our fellowship is
withtheFather, andwith HisSon Jesus
Christ."

At this time | would like to write
about the message we heard back in
1948 and after.

The message began with the resto-
ration of the Nine Gifts of the Spirit,
which were to be imparted by proph-
ecy and the laying on of the hands of
the presbytery. Aspeoplewere prayed
over we had many confirmations of
their gifts demonstrated. The message
of the coming together of the body of
Christ then became the theme of that
day. "That they all my be one; (one
glorious body) as thou, Father, art in
me, and | in Thee, that they al so may be
oneinus." (John 17:21) When we are
onein the Father and His Son, we are
the body of Christ in completeness.

God set ministries in the church
"for the perfecting of the saints, for the
work of the ministry, for the edifying
of the body of Christ: Till weall come
in the unity of the faith and the knowl-
edge of the Son of God, unto a perfect
man, unto themeasur e of the statur e of
the fullness of Christ." (Sonship)
(Ephesians4:12, 13) ThisisGodsulti-
mate purpose for the church.

Now | would like to get into detail
of the body of Christ and the impor-
tance of every member. How thereare
no big shotsor little shots, but wemust
all fulfil our part in the body.

1 Corinthians 12, verses 8-12, deal
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withthegiftsof the Spirit. 1 Corinthians
12:11, "But al these worketh that one
and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to
everyone severally as He will." 1
Corinthians12:12, isusing the natural
body as a type of the spiritual body.
"For asthebody isone, and hath many
members, and all the members of that
one body, being many, are one body:
so alsoisChrist" (the body of Christ).
Weareall onebody. Our natural body
has many needs and our natural body
suffers. Evenif our littlefinger ishurt,
every member will minister to it. So
also isthe Christ.

Verse 13 says, "For by one Spirit,
are we all baptized into one body
whether we be Jews or Gentiles,
whether we be bond or free; and have
beenall madetodrinkinto one Spirit."
| know that a greater portion or depth
of the Spirit wasimparted when hands
were laid on me, and it is the same
anointing that is with us today.

Verse 14, "For the body is not one
member, but many." Romans 12:4-5,
"For aswe have many membersin one
body, and al members have not the
same office: so we, being many are
one body in Christ, and every one
member soneof another." 1 Corinthians
12:15-22 say, "If the foot shall say,
because | am not the hand, | am not of
the body; is it therefore not of the
body?Andif theear shall say, because
| am not the eye, | am not of the body;
is it therefore not of the body? If the
whole body were an eye, where were
thehearing?If thewholewerehearing,
where were the smelling? But now

hath God set the membersevery one of
them in the body, as it hath pleased
him. And if they were all one member,
where were the body? But now are
they many members, yet but onebody."
(The body of Christ.) "And the eye
cannot say unto the hand, | have no
need of thee: nor again the head to the
feet, | have no need of you. Nay, much
mor ethosemembersof thebody, which
seem to be more feeble, are neces-
sary." We need every member of the
body, because without them the body
ishandicapped, sinceweareonebody.
We must come to the place where
Jesus prayed, that we may be one.
We will never come to perfection till
we |love and recognize how important
everyoneis. We will seegreat healing
in the church when this takes place,
because we are the body of Christ.
Verse 23, "And those members of the
body which we think are less
honourable, upon these we bestow
more abundant honour..." (Itiseasy to
bestow honour upon ministries and
elders. We must honour and respect
the office, because every gift and min-
istry is important). James 2:8-9 says,
"If yefulfil theroyal law according to
the scripture, Thou shalt love thy
neighbour asthyself, yedowell: but if
ye have respect to persons, ye commit
sin." James 2:1-7 is good along this
line. Back to 1 Corinthians 12:23:
"...And our uncomely parts (those that
are less graceful, striving spiritualy)
have more abundant comeliness," (are
more respected).

1 Corinthians 12:24-25, "For our
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comely parts have no need: but God
hath temper ed the body together, hav-
ing given more abundant honour to
that part which lacked, that there
should be no schism in the body, but
the members should have the same
care one for another." (You are the
body of Christ, and every member is
important). Verse 26, "And whether
one member suffer, all the members
suffer with it; or one member be
honoured, all members rejoice with
it." (Thereisno jealously or partiality
inthebody). Verse27,"Nowyearethe
body of Christ and members in par-
ticular." Every member isimportant.

Ezekiel 37:4 says, "...oh ye dry
bones hear the word of the Lord."
Verse 7, "So | prophesied as | was

commanded: andas| prophesied, there
was anoise, (and the message back in
1948 - 51 went everywhere in power,
by a mighty Spirit of prophecy) and
behold a shaking, and the bones came
together, bone to his bone." And we
saw a great coming together of God's
people. They werewilling to lay aside
doctrines, which divided the church,
because of the wonderful presence of
God. (The Spirit of Godinthemidst of
His people will always bring unity.)
Ezekiel 37:8, "And when | beheld,
lo, the sinews and the flesh came upon
them and the skin covered them
above..." Thisis still taking place to-
day. God wantsto knit us together by
His Spirit until the beauty of Jesusisin
every member and we are purified by

the Spirit of the Lord.

Verse 9, "...come from the four
winds, oh breath, and breathe upon
these dlain, that they may live." Isthis
not our cry today; no more sin, sick-
ness nor death, but he made alive?
Perfection is life for the over-comer!
Verse 10, "So | prophesied as He com-
manded me, and breath cameinto them,
and they lived." Praise God! |s this not
what we are looking forward to? The
early part of the move was the coming
together of thebody of Christ, whichwe
are. When the church comestogether in
perfect unity weare going to experience
the full and complete presence of God.
Verse 10, "And stood upon their feet, an
exceedinggreat army." Glory to Godfor
Hisfaithfulness!

BeOn TheAlert

I've been wanting to writefor quite
some time about a subject that God
instructed me about, but have been
leery of startingit becauseit seemedto
be somewhat more than | wanted to
tackle at the present time. But as my
brother-in-law, Don Olson, so aptly
put it last Sunday in church when talk-
ing about perseverance and tackling a
big job, he said, "How do you eat an
elephant? One bite at atime." Or as |
have also heard him say, "How doesa
longjourney begin?Withthefirst step,
then another, and another, etc." My
text that | would like to write about is
1Cor.16:13-14."Beonthealert, stand
firminthefaith, actlikemen, bestrong.
Let all that you do be donein love."

What | would like to do is write a
little about each one of these sections
in these two verses. Starting with the
first. "Be on the alert." The word
alert is taken from the Greek word
'gregario’, and means keeping awake,
spiritual alertness, be watchful, be
vigilent, beready. | n other words, be
spiritually vigilent, watchful, alert,
and ready at all times; or, aswehave
beentold, beled by the Spirit. Over the
years| have found this phrasein vari-
ous placesin the scriptures. I'd like to
share some of those scriptures and the
thingswearetoldtokeepalertfor. The
first oneisfound in Matt. 24:42, that
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great chapter concerning the end days
of this earth. In this section we are
admonished to be watchful or ready
for thereturn of our Lord, just asinthe
daysof Noahwhen heentered the ark.
Theworldat that timewasn't ready for
thejudgment of God which was about
to come upon the earth. They were
"eating and drinking, they were
marrying and giving in marriage,
until the day that Noah entered the
ark." (Matt 24:38) | believe, as we
are being taught, the Church is now
entering theark of God'spresence and
Heis preparing usto be ready for the
awesome days ahead. He wants His
children to beready and alert, spiritu-
aly watchful and vigilent. In other
words, He wants us to be led by and
walking in His Spirit. If we are daily
walking by the leading of His Spirit,
giving heed to that still small voice,
and giving Him time each day to be
able to speak to us and give us daily
marching orders, thenwewill beready
and alert (and faithful) at Hiscoming.
Matt. 25:13 also tells us to 'be on the
aert', concerning theten virgins, five
of whomwerealert, havingtheir flasks
(hearts)filledwithoil (theHoly Spirit),
andtheir lampstrimmed, meaningthey
were ready and waiting for their
Master's return. In other words, they
were being led by the Spirit in their

lives and ministries.

Eph. 6:18: "With all prayer and pe-
tition, pray at all timesinthe Spirit, and
withthisinview, beonthealertwithall
perserverance and petition for all the
saints." I'd like to point out acoupl e of
thingshere. First, the phrase'pray at all
times or 'praying always, comesfrom
the greek word 'kairos, meaning op-
portuneor seasonabletime, or asl once
read, strategic time. So, as opportuni-
ties, or special seasons, occasions, or
strategictimesarise, pray inthe Spirit!
WeneedtobeintheSpirittopray inthe
Spirit. And in order for us to pray
according to God's will when the stra-
tegic opportunity arises we need to be
walking in the Spirit. What thisistell-
ing me is to walk in the Spirit at all
times. We have aresponsiblity before
God to do everything in our power to
produce an atmosphere in our hearts
whereHe can bethereleading usat all
times.

| saw on abulletin board last sum-
mer asaying that God made me aware
of many years ago that | have tried to
livemy lifeby. Itis,"Prepareyour best,
doyour best, andthenleavetherest, up
to God." Back to Matt. 25, Jesus talks
about the parable of the talents.

To paraphase, each one of us is
given some talents, gifts, and minis-
tries. One was given one, another two,



and the last was given five. It doesn't
matter how many God gives us. The
important thingisthat weusewhat He
has given us; that we allow God to
develop and use the gifts that He has
given us, through us. That we be in-
struments, siphon tubes (In case you
are not familiar with these, they are
tubes used to irrigate cropsin my part
of the country. One end is stuck in the
ditch and the other end goes up over
the bank, seeming to defy gravity, and
then goes into a small ditch between
rows of corn, or beets, or whatever
they are planting. It's shaped like an
upside down "u" with the bottom legs
bent horizontal), the part of the Body
that He has called to usto be, and that
weallow His Spiritto guideusintothe
ministry. Don't compare yourself with
others and say, "They have so much
more than me." It doesn't matter what
they have. What matters is that each
arefaithful towhat God wantsustodo.
This can also apply towhat our jobis;
what we have compared to others in
the natural realm; cars, houses, prop-
erties, prestige, etc., etc. Just do your
best and |eavetherestto God. Takethe
pressure off yourself.

1 Pet. 5:6-10: "Humbleyourselves,
therefore, under the mighty hand of
God, that He may exalt you at the
proper time, casting all your anxiety
upon Him, because He cares for you.
Be of sober spirit, be on the alert.
Y our adversary, thedevil, prowlsabout
likearoaring lion, seeking someoneto
devour. But resist him, firm in your
faith, knowing that the same experi-
ences of suffering are being accom-
plished by your brethrenwho areinthe
world. And after you have suffered for
alittlewhile, the God of all grace, who
calledyoutoHiseternal glory inChrist,
will Himself perfect, confirm,
strengthen and establish you." Verse
eight starts with, 'Be of sober spirit'.
Sober comes from the Greek word
'nepho’, which means to ‘awake up
righteously and sin not'. Again, what
comes to my mind is for us to really
makeit apriority towalk in the Spirit,
God's presence, throughout each day.
The Spirit knows God's perfect will
and mind, and only He can live righ-
teously through us and help us to sin
not. 'Be on the alert.' Here we are
commanded to beal erted to our adver-
sary, thedevil, whoisprowlingaround
likearoaring lion, seeking someoneto
devour. Asit saysin Eph. 4:27, Satan
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is always looking for opportunities to
get at us. | think he must really loveto
attack us when we are down physi-
cally, mentally, spiritually, etc. The
way to combat him, asit saysin verse
nine(of 1 Pet.5), isto"resisthim, firm
in your faith." 'Resist comes from the
Greek word 'anthistemi'. Broken down
it means 'anti' against, and 'histemi' to
causeto stand. Put together it meansto
stand against, oppose, resist, withstand.
We're not supposed to give in to him
when he shoots arrows of doubt, con-
demnation, fear, liesand false accusa-
tions, etc. What wearetoldto doisto
stand against him and oppose him.
Remember, the opposite of faith and
trust is doubt. The opposite of loveis
hate. The opposite of peace and cour-
ageisfear. Theoppositeof encourage-
ment is condemnation. The opposite
of thetruthishislies. Andthe opposite
of Jesusisour enemy, the devil. Satan
will always stand against us when we
areseekingtowalk inthe Spirit and he
will useevery tacticin hisimagination
to cause usto doubt, to be afraid, to be
discouraged, to feel condemned, to
feel worthless, etc., etc., etc. There-
fore, Peter exhorts us to stand against
that father of deceptionandlies, know-
ing that. "God Himself will perfect,
confirm, strengthen and establish us".
(1 Pet. 5:10) We will be victorious if
we are found faithful, obedient, and
persistent in our daily walk with God.
I'd like to inject here a quote from a
man for whom | have tremendous re-
spect in the field of coaching. John
Wooden, probably the most success-
ful coach in NCAA college history,
usedtotell hisplayerstojust 'takecare
of today' tomorrow will take care of
itself'. He stressed to them that they
neededtojust be concerned with doing
whatever they couldthat particular day
to get better, to work hard on their
skillsandweaknesses, todotheir school
work, etc. If they took care of each day
throughout the year ‘today', when it
happens, one day at a time, then they
would be prepared and successful as
playersand people. That adviceisgood
for coaches like myself, but is also
very appropriate for each of usin our
Christian lives. Seek Him first each
morning to walk in His presence, to-
day; take Him along with you in all
that you do, today; trust Him for to-
morrow and don't worry about it; and
be on the alert, today. | have heard
brother York minister on the word

'now', concerningwhenweshouldwalk
with God. Now is the time. 'Now' is
today!

1Cor 16:13"Beonthealert, stand
firminthefaith..." . Standcomesfrom
the Greek word ‘histemi' and 'steko’,
which means steadfast, fast, adhering
firmly and faithfully to a principle,
unchanging, fixed. Thisishow we are
told to stand in the (or our) faith. |
believethisrefersto every need, trial,
difficulty, and challenge that we face.
We are soldiers and officersin God's
army and He is the winning General.
He shall be victorious and we are on
Hisside. | would liketo start herewith
James 4:7-8 where this word 'histemi’
comes up again in addition to some-
thing else that is very
important.” Submit therefore to God.
Resist the devil and he will flee from
you. Draw near to God and He will
draw near to you. Cleanse your hands
you sinnersand purify your heartsyou
double minded." Actually, verse 7 is
what | want to refer to. The word
submit comes from the Greek words
'hupo’ which means'under’, and 'tasso’
which means 'to arrange’. Meaning to
arrange under, or to arrange yourself
under God's command in Hismilitary
or army. Apparently, it is the same
word for 'obedience’. So we need to
submit, place ourselves under God's
command, obediently, as one of His
soldiers. Oneof my son'sfavoritesongs
is"I'min the Lord's Army, yes sir!",
and indeed we are. So we aretold to
standfirmly andfaithfully, steadfastly,
and fixed against the devil, as mem-
bers of God's army! We are on the
winning side.

Again,in1Peter 5:9, wearetold to
"resist the devil, firm in your faith,
knowing that the same experiences of
suffering are being accomplished by
your brethren who are in the world."
Resist is the same exact word,
‘antihestemi’, 'to stand firmly against
thedevil, firminyour faith,". Firmhere
isfrom the Greek word 'stereos mean-
ing solid, hard, stiff. We are told to
'stand firmly, faithfully, steadfastly,
fixed, solid, hard, stiff, against theevil
one. Tomeit doesn't soundlikeweare
to givein to him one inch! Others are
being tested in a similar fashion all
around the world. And after we have
suffered and been tested it says in
verse10"...theGodof all grace(Thank
Godfor Hisamazing graceand thefact
that it doesn't depend upon us. He just
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wants us to be persistent, not giving
up, but always trusting Him, depend-
ing upon His grace and mercy. As it
saysin Luke 11:5-13 about the impor-
tunate, persistent prayer of the man
seeking bread for his needy friend,
"...yet because of his persistence he
will get up and give himasmuch ashe
needs." And then in verse 9 it says,
literally, '...keep asking, keep seek-
ing, keep knocking, and we shall
receive.'), who called you to His eter-
nal glory in Christ, will Himself per-
fect, confirm, strengthen, and estab-
lish you."

1 Cor. 15:58 says, "Therefore, my
beloved brethren, besteadfast, immov-
able, alwaysabounding in the work of
the Lord, knowing that your labor is
notinvaininthelLord." Steadfast here
comes from the word 'hedraios which
denotes seated, or morally fixed. Heis
saying to be morally fixed and firm,
immovable, always abounding in His
work. Heb. 12:1 "...let us run with
endurancetheracethat isset beforeus,
fixing our eyes upon Jesus, the author
and finisher of our faith..." Heb. 3:14
"We are made partakers of Christ, if
we hold the beginning of our confi-
dence steadfast unto the end.”

Life can sometimes be like a bas-
ketball game, or like a basketball sea-
son. | just recently coached my 8th
grade boy's basketball team in our
championship game. Both teams had
an identical 10 and 1 record. We had
splitwith each other during theregular
season so we were very evenly
matched. | told my team at the begin-
ning of the season that | had two goals
for them. One, that wewould focuson
theday at hand. In other words, that we
wouldn't worry about tomorrow, or the
next day, or even the next game. What
| wanted them to focus on was today.
L et'sthink about today and working as
hard today as we can at getting better.
Matt. 7:31: "Therefore do not be anx-
ious for tomorrow; for tomorrow will
takecareof itself. Each day hasenough
trouble of its own." And my second
goal wasto get better every game and
to peak and play our best basketball at
the end of the season in the district
tournament. As the scriptures quoted
above point out, we are to stand firm,
steadfast, untotheend. Weareto"...run
with endurance the race that is set
before us, fixing our eyes upon Jesus,
(our goal), and author and finisher of
our faith". (Heb. 12:1) So there we

were. We had accomplished my goals.
We had focused each day, oneday at a
timeall season long, on getting better.
We were in the Championship game
andweled most of thegame. It seemed
that things were all going our way.
Right toward the end of regulation
play, our opponent tied up the game
and we had to go into overtime. One
game can be a microcosm of life, as
well. Before the gameisit so easy for
my athletes to get nervous and worry
about the end result. But | would tell
them, "Don't focus on the end. Focus
one moment at a time, on the job at
hand and just relax." | would remind
them that they had prepared the best
they knew how, during the week, and
all during the season. Isn't that similar
to what we need to do in life? To not
worry about tomorrow, or how some-
thing is going to turn out, or whether
God really is listeniing, and whether
He indeed will answer our prayers?
What God wants usto do iswalk with
Him each moment, steadfast, doing
the best that we can, and trusting Him
to take care of the end results. Some-
times those results are what we would
like, and sometimes they are not. But
we still need to trust Him completely.
God will work al things together for
good for usintheend, if wetrust Him.
So, herewewere, going into overtime.
Weimmediately got downby six points
and the other team started to stall.
Time was running out and we were
down. Sound like agood timeto quit?
Human naturemany timesdoesn't want
tostick it out till theend. Weget tired,
discouraged, downmentally and physi-
cally. | had preached all season to my
boys that championships are won by
uncommon people. | told them that
common peopledon'tgotheextramile.
They don't work hard day in and out.
They taketheeasy way out whenthings
get tough. | told them in a time out,
"L ets be uncommon, boys. Lets focus
on what we can do, not on what the
scoreboard says. The game isn't over
until thefinal buzzer." And you know
what? That'stheway it isin life. God
wants us to 'stand firm until the end'.
With about a minute left we stole the
ball and my boy is fouled. He makes
two freethrows. They throw the ball
away and we make another freethrow.
Westeal theball onthepressand score
again. Now we are down by one. With
about eight seconds in the game we
steal it again and make a prayer shot

and the game is over. We win by one
point. That season isour lifein a nut-
shell. AsWinston Churchill once said
in a short five word speech (at a most
dire point in WWI1), "Never! Never!
Never! Give up!"

Read Ephesians6:10-20. Inthissec-
tion, startingwithverse 11, wearetold
to"...standfirm against the schemesof
the devil". Again, we have the same
word 'histemi' for stand firm. Three
timeswe aretold to 'stand firm' in this
section. Theword 'against' is used six
times. | once read something very in-
teresting about this word. It is taken
from the Greek word, 'pros, meaning
in front of, superior to, connotation of
stepping forward and facing your op-
ponent, superior to him. We al are
familiar with professional athletes in
our day and age. The words 'profes-
sional baseball player'; itwasmy dream
as a boy. | had lots of brothers who
helped me in many ways toward that
goal. One showed me his off season
training program that would help me
to get much stronger and better. The
otherseither playedwithmeor coached
me. | happened to bethelast of twelve
children. | worked very hard at im-
provingand| did. | got ascholarshipto
play at aJr. College nearby and | was
very successful playing ball there. |
got to play with and against players
who indeed did make it to the profes-
sional ranks. | was awarded the most
valuable player award on my team
when | graduated my second year. But
| quit after that because | had lost my
dream. Thereason| hadlost my dream
was because | could see that | just
wasn't quite big enough, fast enough,
strong enough to compete at that pro-
fessional level. | wasgood at the level
| played at but not quite good enough
to play at the next. | wasn't superior to
those athletes who did become pros.
The interesting thing about this word
'‘pros' here in Ephesians is that God
saysto us we are to step forward and
face the devil, superior to and against
his schemes, rulers, powers, world
forces, this darkness, and the spiritual
forces of wickedness in the heavenly
places. We do this by putting on the
full armor of God. Whenwe put onthe
full armor of God (verse 13) we are
then able to resist ‘anti-histemi' (same
word in James 4 and 1 Pet. 5), or to
stand against him in the evil day. We
aren't superior to him in any way of
ourselves and are no match for himin



our ownstrength. Butin Jesus strength
then we are superior to him. God is
superior to the devil and so are we as
we walk in Spirit and in Truth and as
weusurp that power over himand over
thisphysical realmthat welivein. 1.Jn.
4:4: "Greater isHewho isin you than
he who is the world."

Backto1Cor. 16:13-14,"...actlike
men,". I'man 8thgradescienceteacher,
and at the beginning of the school year
| talk to my students, (actualy the
boys), about taking their punishment
like men when they get into trouble. |
tell them not to act likeababy and cry
and moan, and groan, and whine. In
my class they usually do a certain
number of pushups or situps, depend-
ing upon the severity of the broken
rule, right then and there. 1 remind
them through the year to 'takeit like a
man', because that isthe way they will
havetolearnto doitinrea lifewhen
they get out of school. And you know
what? Ninety-nine percent of thetime
they do it without saying a word be-
cause they know that iswhat | expect.
God wants us to face our life, prob-
lems, fears, trids, tests, etc., the same
way. He wants us to trust Him com-
pletely and confront these things 'like
men'. God told Joshua when he was
about to enter the promised land, in
Josh 1, to be..."strong and very coura-
geous...", three times. He wanted him
to stand firm and courageous in the
face of "...seven nations stronger than
yours..." (Deut. 7:1) As Gilbert Price
just told me recently, "God doesn't
want usto fret about anything. Hejust
wants us to know that He is in com-
plete control of our lives and every
situation." We too, are entering into
theland of God's promisesto us; prom-
ises of our inheritance, of His power
toward us who believe, promises to
each of us individualy as we have
been prophesied over. As Albert
Hannigansaidinhisarticle,"ThePrize
of theHigh Calling of God", inquoting
Gen. 13:14-15: "L ook from the place
where thou art northward, and south-
ward, and eastward, and westward:
For all the land which thou seest, to
thee will | give it and to thy seed
forever." Then he said, "Are not you
and | the seed of Abraham through
Christ: It's all yours, Hallgjuah!" To
Joshuain Josh. 1:3-4 God said, "Every
place on which the sole of your foot
treads, | have givenit to you, just as|
spoke to Moses. From the wilderness
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and this Lebanon, even as far as the
great river, theriver Euphrates, all the
land of the Hittites, and as far as the
Great Seatoward the setting of thesun,
will be your territory." 2 Cor. 1:20
says, "For as many as may be the
promises of God, in Him (Jesus) they
are yea and amen..." The Israelites
claimed only about athird of theprom-
ised land that God promised them.
Let'sbelieve God for all of His prom-
isesto usasapeople and individually
in our prophesies. Let us not be
satisified with claiming only athird of
our inheritance, but, 'all theway to the
east, west, north, and south' of God's
possibilitiesto us. Let usact like men
andrealizejust whoitisthat we serve.
Our God is the amazing Creator and
designer of all things and He has each
of our livescompletely in His control.

1 Cor. 16:13: "...be Strong...", or
literally, 'be strengthened'. Again |
wouldliketorefertoEphes. In6:10we
read, 'Finally, be strong in the Lord,
and in the strength of His might." Lit-
erally, thisverse says, "Finaly, beye
increased in strength (Greek-
‘endunamoo’-be ye empowered) inthe
Lord, andinthepower (Greek-'kratos -
force, might, dominion) of His might
(Greek-"ischus-strength, power)." The
idea here is that God wants us to be
strong in His strength. His power,

might, dominion, strength is what is
available to us, who believe. We read

in Ephes. 1:19, "...and what is the sur-
passing greatness of His power (Gk.'-
ischus-might, strength, power over ex-
ternal things) toward us who believe.
Theseareinaccordancewiththework-
ing (Greek 'energeia-God's energy or
power) of thestrength (Greek-'kratos -
force, might, dominion)_of His might
(Gk.-"ischus-strength, power)." God's
energy, power, might, strength, are
ours who believe! Sometimes | won-
der whether we (1) really believe this.
Quoting from" Streamsinthe Desert",
Book 1, for April 2, "Oh,_if our eyes
could only behold the solid phalanx of
strength, of power, that isever behind
every turning away from the hosts of
darkness, Godward, what scant heed
would begiventotheeffort of thewily
foeto distress, depress, discourage us!

All the marvelous attributes of the
Godhead are onthe side of theweakest
believer, who in the name of Christ

and in simple childlike trust, yields
himself to God and turns to Him for

help and guidance."

Gilbert James lately wrote about
the word 'work’, Greek-'energeia’-
speaking of the working of God's en-
ergy, or Hispower doing work. | teach
some basics about Albert Einstein's
E=MC? when | talk about His Theory
of Relativity. When Gilbert taught
about the word 'energeid, it reminded
me of what | tell my students. | teach
them that energy and mass are really
the same thing, depending upon your
point of view, likeboth sides of acain,
heads and tails, are both the coin. En-
ergy is mass doing work, and work is
energy expressing itself. | also teach
themthat therearetremendousamounts
of energy stored up in every bhit of
mass, asisevidenced by the process of
fission, (splitting theatom, i.e. nuclear
fission, nuclear bombs, etc.), and the
process of fusion, the combining of
two Hydrogen atomsto form Helium)
which takes place inside the sun. This
process gives us our heat and light
energy from the sun. In both of these
examples, tremendous amounts of en-
ergy arereleased frominsidetheatom.
That energy istherejust waiting to get
out! Why am | explaining all this? Just
as there is tremendous potential en-
ergy in every hit of physical matter in
theuniverse, likewise, thereistremen-
dous spiritual potential energy avail-
abletoevery believer. | liketo think of
the power available to us as God's
E=MC?2 All power isavailabletoHim.
God saysto us, "l have not given you
a spirit of fear, but of power, and of
love, and of asound mind." (2 Tim.
1:7) Theword 'power' hereisthe same
word in Ephes. 1:19. The power that
God gives us is the same power that
raised Jesusfromthe dead. What isthe
key that unlocks this unbelievable
amount of potential energy? Believ-
ing! Itisour faith and our faithfulness.
Remember the promises made to
Abraham and Joshua? All theland that
you see is yours! God set the bound-
aries that were available to the chil-
dren of Israel, to the north, south, east
and west. God has said that..."all the
promisesin Jesus are yea and amen."
(2Cor. 1:20)The promisesareto those
who believe and are faithful in their
walk withHiminliving asHewantsus
tolive.

Finally, to finishthe paragraphin 1
Cor.16:14,"Let all that youdobedone
inlove." 1st Johnsaysthat Godislove.
God was motivated by love when He
sent His Son to die for us and save al
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of creation from the power of sin. 1
Cor. 13 tellsusthat loveis the 'most
excellent' way. Luke 10:27 com-
mands us, "You shall love the Lord
your God with all your heart, and
with all your soul, and with all your
strength, and with all your mind, and
your neighbor as yourself." God
wants the world to see His Love
through us. We are His representa-
tives, His Ambassadors, the lights

that He has chosen to set upon ahill
that all in the valley may see Him,
and His tremendous love for us and
for all mankind. I've been singing
over and over lately asong by Twila
Paris. It is called ‘My Best Friend'.
Thesearethewords: Jesusismy best
friend*1 can alwaysgoto Him*Tell
Him everything *I'm dreaming of
*My friend Jesus *Whom | love
*Jesus is my best friend *He'll go

with metill the end *Watching over
me* Fromup above* My friend Jesus
*Whom | love *My friend Jesus
*Whom | love. As | sing that song
my soul cries out to Him. "Oh Lord,
give us more of avision for the love
that Y ou have for us. And may Y our
lovetruly shineout of usso that what
others see is You. Just fill us with
Your love and cause it to overflow
out to the needs around us. Amen".

"The Name of Jesus'

Thereis no namethat will ever be
in the history of the human race that
compares to this name: the name of
Jesus. In the "Eclipse of Faith" by
Gagner, he writes that mysteriously
one night the name of God, all refer-
encetotheBible, thenameof theHoly
Spirit, and the name of Jesus, were
mysteriously removed from all En-
glishLiteraturewhenitwasatitsheight,
sothat even thename of Jesusand God
was not upon the world's mouth when
they swore. When you walked down
the stone road to the Church al the
windowsthat had depicted the charac-
tersof church History had been myste-
riously removed. Whenyouwalked up
the steps of the church, instead of you
hearing the soft tones of the organ, out
come belching through the door the
stench of a cohol and thevain wordsof
the human race. From the legislature,
all the name and reference to God had
beenremoved. Itwasnever onachild's
lips when he bent his knee by the
bedsidetosay hislittleevening prayer.
No head bowed at the table. And no
marriageceremony ever hadthestrong
under-guardings of the trust and the
confidencein Godfor their future. The
name had been completely removed.
Man was on hisown. | am glad it is
just fiction; but a tremendous imagi-
nation by the writer, | don't know
whether you can find the book in the
library anymore, it's an old one. But |
thought what a devastating thing.

And there is only one name that |
know in the entire human race like the

By Herrick Holt

name of Jesus. It stands above every
name. Some day our eyes will behold
every knee bowing before it. Where
men have used and lived by second-
handreligionandby thecunning crafti-
ness of words, and made mockery of
thistremendous Salvation by His Son.
Where they've opened up tabernacles
for gain, and built themselves man-
sions and estates. What a mockery.
What a mockery to History. Where
men play with religion and they take
little segments of it, and split and di-
vide. What a mockery. What a mock-
ery.

The name of Jesus broke upon the
human race in the form of a child
because God wanted to makeamanin
whom He could share endless life.
AndHetook the name of Jesusand put
it upon Him: "For His name shall be
caled Jesus, for He shall save the
people." You will never find another
name anywhere - | don't care if you
could read all the libraries of men -
there will be no name like that. But
something greater: that name becomes
aliteral embodiment of amanwhowill
believe. That name can fix itself upon
thehuman soul and heart that itisupon
the mind and imagination twenty-four
hours of the day. So engrossed can he
become with this Individua that he
longs for the time that his life comes
terminated upontheearththat hemight
enjoy the celestial realms where it is
never tarnished by time, nor thevariet-
iesof men. Hewantsthenametobein
your hearts as an anchor so that you

will not vacillate, go out and tarnish
your life with the world: drink their
stinking beer, come in staggering un-
der the influence from imbibing too
much alcohol, destroying the anatomy
so you can't think right, and walk a
staggering step or driveacar and slam
into another innocent victim. Hewants
such insanity to leave the earth. You
cannot legislateit out of the earth; but
you can, by the power of that name, see
thelife of every man changed. And by
that name, and by that nameal one, will
mankind know thetremendous chang-
ing power.

Hehasn't left you there: he has sent
you the power of the Spirit. Itislikea
wind, | know; but it is more than that.
It is not an influence. It is more than
that. It isaperson that hasthe capabil-
ity of embodying a man again, and
living within the bosom of aman, and
making a man say, "l will no longer
live. I will let You live my life." And
that stemmed all from thisname. Oh, |
can't praise His name enough. | would
to God that | had the mouth of
Kasastum, the legal ability of those
minds like Finney, that | could lay it
out clear asmy heart wantstolay it out
clear. Butl can't. | wouldthat | had the
persuasive tongue of Kasastum be-
cause he turned the whole enemy, a
whole army away from going to war
by the eloquence of hismouth. | know
that will not do it, but may, by the
power of the Spirit, may by the power
of the Spirittakingastammeringtongue
makeyou appreciatethenameof Jesus.
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TEXAS

GATHERING
at Big Spring

JANUARY
28-29-30

You are warmly invited to the
annual "TEXAS GATHERING"
at Gospel Tabernacle
in Big Spring,

a time of fellowship and ministry
with emphasis on Sonship,
the Great Restoration,
and the Kingdom of God.
What began as a local church
outreach expanded over the
years to include friends and
guests of "kindred spirit" from
many states and Canada.
Although never huge in size,
the Gathering is always
extremely rich in the anointing.
Brethren from
Sharon Schools at
North Battleford will be
present to minister the
Kingdom Word.

Local motel accommodations are
available at reasonable rates.

For full particulars contact:
TERRY MILLER
(204-466-2673)
sharonbroadcast@yahoo.com

The local Big Spring contact is
LORAINE CASON
(915-267-8542)

DATES OF IMPORTANCE

Big Spring, TEXaS .....ccccevvvvrervrerirnnn, Jan. 28 - 30, 2005
North Carolina Winter Camp ................ Feb. 25-27, 2005
Feast North Battleford ............c.ccc.... March 24-27, 2005
lllinois Gathering (King's House) ............... May 6-8, 2005
Camp North Battleford ...........ccccovvvennne. July 2-10, 2005

NORTH CAROLINA CAMP MEETING

July 24 - July 31, 2005
Catawba College, Salisbury, NC

Catawba College, site of the camp, is located in the town of Salisbury, NC,
about 40 miles from either Charlotte or High Point via Interstate 85.
The campus is about 3 miles west of Interstate 85 (Exit 76-B)
on West Innes Street (Hwy. 601)
and can also be reached from the west and Interstate 40 via Hwy 601 or Hwy 70.
You may bring linens (single bed), towels & pillows or these can be rented at $10 per set.
Check-in time begins at 2:00 pm on Sunday, July 24.
Meals will be served in the college dining hall beginning at 5:00 pm on Sunday, July 24,
followed by the first meeting at 7:30 pm.
The camp will conclude with the noon meal on Sunday, July 31.
Buildings are air conditioned.
Swimming pool, gym and other recreational facilities are available.

CHARGES FOR ROOM & BOARD: or Call: Anita Love 336-765-9271
Age 0-3 No Charge or Email: <aslovei@triad.rr.com>
Age 46 $60.00 per waek Flight arrangements may be made to
or $12.00 per day Charolotte or Greensboro, NC
Age 7-Adult $100.00 per week Y
or $20.00 per day For Greensboro Airport pickup call

or email <DDPACK@juno.com>

Global Missions Regional Camp
c/o Mrs. Anita Love
112 Queensbury Rd.,
Winston Salem, NC 27104

For airport pickup in Charlotte call
Kim Kaufman at 704-583-0651
or email <kkaufman@carolina.rr.com>

RESERVATION FORM FOR FEAST 2005

Cut out and mail

Please fill in ALL information and cut out and mail to the

following address: ROOM RESERVATIONS, Sharon

Name

Children's Homes and Schools, Box 878, North Battl- Address

eford, Sask., S9A 2Z3. Mail as soon as possible. If you
are unable to attend, please cancel your reservation, Adults: Male

Female

otherwise we will have to charge you for the room held

open for you. YOU MUST RESERVE your room, we Children: Male

Female

cannot hold accommodation without you supplying us
with the information outlined in the blank application. Age ___ Age
You will NOT receive written confirmation from us UN-

LESS we cannot supply your requirements. Your coop-
eration will be greatly appreciated and helpful.

THANK YOU.

Date of Arrival

Date of Departure
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Names and addresses of Global Missions
travelling elders and deacons.

TRAVELLING ELDERS

Jerry D. Cornell

Box 161

ELBURN, IL

USA, 60119

Phone: 630-365-5358
Fax: 630-365-1415
jerrycor@juno.com

Albert Hannigan

Box 206
SHELLBROOK, SK
S0J 2EO

Phone: 306-747-3902
Fax: 306-747-2367
amhannigan@sasktel.net

Allen M. Hinchliff

206 - 1172 - 103rd St
NORTH BATTLEFORD, SK
S9A 1K6

Phone: 306-445-3630

Fax: 306-445-2170
a.hinchliff@sasktel.net

Richard Holt

901 Dorchester Drive
SARNIA, ON

N7V 3A2

Phone: 519-542-6879
Fax: 519-542-7228
richardmholt@hotmail.com

Robert H. Oldridge
1312-20 Harvest Rose Park
N.E.

CALGARY, AB

T3K 471

Phone/Fax: 403-226-7656

Frank Paterson

12219 - 57th Street
EDMONTON, AB

T5W 3W2

Phone: 780-477-6843
Fax: 780-471-9102
frankpat@telusplanet.net
frankpaterson@hotmail.com

Gilbert Price
224-10th Ave. South
CRANBROOK, B.C.
V1C 2N4

Phone: 250-426-3251

Peter Siemens

2003 - 4353 Halifax St.
BURNABY, BC

V5C 574

Phone: 604-291-1887
Fax: 604-291-7847

Mervin A. Smith

430 Tory Point
EDMONTON, AB
T6R 3C8

Phone: 780-434-0347
Fax: 780-430-9283
mervins@shaw.ca

Andy Snoke

711 Placer Dr
FRUITA, CO

USA 81521

Phone: 970-858-9355
Cell: 309-370-1782
Fax: 408-228-8914
andys@imtw.com

Mervin Sundbo

P.0. Box 71,

BIRCH HILLS, SK
S0J 0G0

Phone: 306-749-3187
Fax: 443-601-0334
msundbo@sasktel.net

Ewald H. Wanagas
1003-8340 Jasper Ave.
EDMONTON, AB

T5H 4C6

Phone: 780-424-5058
Fax: 780-424-9722

Albert V. York

Box 105
BATTLEFORD, SK
SOE 0EQ

Phone: 306-937-2482
Fax: 306-937-2324

TRAVELLING DEACONS

Brian Hannigan

1842 -110th Street

NORTH BATTLEFORD, SK
S9A 277

Phone: 306-446-4802
brianhannigan3@hotmail.com

Gilbert James

P.O. Box 34

SAN FERNANDO, Trinidad
West Indies

Phone: 868-652-5520

Fax: 868-652-0924
gospelofthekingdom@yahoo.com

Crafton Lewis
Holder's Terrace
Stanislaus St.
SUCCESS VILLAGE,
Laventille

Trinidad, West Indies
Phone: 868-623-1141
Fax: 868-623-1684
craflew@hotmail.com

P.J. Mathew

43 Upland Ave.,

WHITE PLAINS, NY
USA,10604

Phone/Fax: 914-831-7064
pjmathew@juno.com

Terry Miller

Box 39,

SIDNEY, MB

ROH 1LO

Phone: 204-466-2673
Fax: 204-466-2950
sharonbroadcast@yahoo.com

Eldon L. Olson

Box 934

NORTH BATTLEFORD, SK
S9A 273

Phone: 306-445-2581

Fax: 306-445-7820
globalinc@sasktel.net

Robert Persaud
1428-B Bridford Pkwy,
GREENSBORO, NC
USA 27407

Phone: 336-299-4443
robertpersaud@excite.com

Nathaniel Swaan
410 Queen Street
KINCARDINE, ON
N2Z 2R2

Phone: 519-396-4416
Fax: 519-396-3520
chcardine@hotmail.com

Richard Yaskiewicz
310 Holyoke Rd.
Greenshoro, NC
USA 27406

Phone: 336-674-9406
Fax: 336-674-2199
ryaskiewicz@juno.com
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CALLED HOME

Thelma Levers
September 16, 2004
Payette, Idaho, USA

* % %

Kenneth Dyck
October 28, 2004
Codette, SK

* Kk *

Harold Olson
November 17, 2004
Kearney, Nebraska, USA

RETURN UNDELIVERABLE CANADIAN ADDRESSES TO::
Sharon Children's Homes and Schools
Box 878, North Battleford, Saskatchewan, Canada, S9A 2Z3

The Sharon Star is a monthly paper,
published and mailed out on the free-will
offering plan, as a medium of information for
all who are interested in the unfolding
revelation of the Word of God.

Published by Sharon Children's Homes
and Schools, Box 878, North Battleford,
Saskatchewan, Canada, S9A 2Z3.

Sharon Star on line www.thesharonstar.org
Office (306) 445-2733.
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