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That They Might Have Life
By F.T. Paterson
John 10:10 "The thief cometh not,
but for to steal, and to kill, and to
destroy: I am come that they might
have life, and that they might have it
more abundantly."
This thief, the god of this world,
comes to us both as a roaring lion
seeking whom he may devour (I Peter
5:8) or as an angel of light seeking to
lead us astray (2 Cor 11: 14). In both
cases his purpose is to side-track our
walk with God. He will try to accomplish this in different ways: by making
the world seem very attractive, by
tempting our fleshly nature or by direct intervention himself. The world,
the flesh and the devil are ever a threat
to our Christian walk. His ways are
ever working behind the scenes and
can catch us unaware even though we
may feel that we are beyond the touch
of the enemy. 1 Cor 10:12 "Wherefore
let him that thinketh he standeth take
heed lest he fall." This is speaking
about being strong in our own strength;
and when we rely on it, rather than the
strength that is ours by the Spirit of
God, then we are at our weakest. Eph
6:10-12 "Finally, my brethren, be
strong in the Lord, and in the power of
his might. Put on the whole armour of
God, that ye may be able to stand
against the wiles of the devil. For we
wrestle not against flesh and blood, but
against principalities, against powers,
against the rulers of the darkness of
this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places." Jer. 17 contrasts
relying upon our own strength as op-

posed to relying on the strength of the
Lord. Jer. 17:5-8 "Thus saith the
LORD; Cursed be the man that trusteth
in man, and maketh flesh his arm, and
whose heart departeth from the LORD.
For he shall be like the heath in the
desert, and shall not see when good
cometh; but shall inhabit the parched
places in the wilderness, in a salt land
and not inhabited. Blessed is the man
that trusteth in the LORD, and whose
hope the LORD is. For he shall be as a
tree planted by the waters, and that
spreadeth out her roots by the river,
and shall not see when heat cometh,
but her leaf shall be green; and shall
not be careful in the year of drought,
neither shall cease from yielding fruit."
There is no doubt that temptation is
very appealing and is tailor-made for
each one. For we know that what may
be appealing to one may not affect
another. The scripture warns us about
temptation and tells that it can work
patience within us. James 1:2-3 "My
brethren, count it all joy when ye fall
into divers temptations; Knowing this,
that the trying of your faith worketh
patience. "If we overcome temptation
it can strengthen us, but God does not
send it. James 1:13-15 "Let no man
say when he is tempted, I am tempted
of God: for God cannot be tempted
with evil, neithertempteth he any man:
But every man is tempted, when he is
drawn away of his own lust, and enticed. Then when lust hath conceived,
it bringeth forth sin : and sin, when it is
finished, bringeth forth death ."

The Lord has provided us with the
means to overcome temptation. 1 Cor.
10:13 "There hath no temptation taken
you but such as is common to man:
but God is faithful, who will not suffer
you to be tempted above that ye are
able; but will with the temptation also
make a way to escape, that ye may be
able to bear it." One of the best ways to
overcome temptation is to remove
yourself from the source of temptation . If you are tempted to go somewhere temptations might be, then if
you do not go there you can avoid
temptation. If you are faced with a
temptation that happens beyond your
control, do like Joseph; (Gen. 39:11)
remove yourself from the temptation
as fast as you can. Because you are
tempted does not mean that you are not
spiritual or that you are not walking
with the Lord; the scripture says temptation is common to man . When we are
tempted we should never say "I can't
help myself," for the scripture points
out that we cannot be tempted beyond
God's help and it is our own sinful
nature that causes us to yield to temptation. One thing is sure, to be tempted
is not sin, but yielding to temptation is;
as the old hymn goes, 'Yield not to
temptation, for yielding is sin.'
The Thief Steals
He tries to give us something in
place of what we have. He did this with
Jesus . Matt 4:1-11 "Then was Jesus
led up of the Spirit into the wilderness
to be tempted of the devil. And when
he had fasted forty days and forty
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nights, he was afterward an hungred.
And when the tempter came to him, he
said, If thou be the Son of God, command that these stones be made bread."
He came to Jesus at his weakest moment, when he was hungry, and offered him bread. Vs. 4, "But he answered and said, It is written, Man
shall not live by bread alone, but by
every word that proceedeth out of the
mouth of God." Jesus was not interested in changing the source of his
sustenance, which was his Father. So
today the thief will try to give us entertainment in the guise of spirituality
and intellectualism to take the place of
the word of God. V s. 5, "Then the devil
taketh him up into the holy city, and
setteth him on a pinnacle of the temple,
And saith unto him, If thou be the Son
of God, cast thyself down: for it is
written, He shall give his angels charge
concerning thee: and in their hands
they shall bear thee up, lest at any time
thou dash thy foot against a stone.
Jesus said unto him, It is written again,
Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy
God." It was certainly true that Jesus
could have called on the angels to
protect him in every circumstance but
in order to do this he would have to
avail himself of the privilege he had in
the heavenly realm before he came to
earth. To do this would have defeated
the very reason he came in human
form to this earth. He was to be tempted
in all points like we are; Heb 4:15 "For
we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our
infirmities; but was in all points
tempted like as we are, yet without
sin." If he was to be tempted like us
then he must needs lay aside the rights
he had in glory and take on himself the
likeness of sinful man, yet be without
sin. Phil 2:5-8 "Your attitude should
be the same that Christ Jesus had.
Though he was God, he did not demand and cling to his rights as God. He
made himself nothing; he took the
humble position of a slave and appeared in human form. And in human
form he obediently humbled himself
even further by dying a criminal's death
on a cross." (NLT) The Greek word for
tempting in Matt. 4:7 is 'ekpeirazo'
which means 'to test'. Jesus was saying, don't put God to the test. This is
referring to Israel's experience in
Rep hi dim (Exo. 17; Duet. 6) where the
Children of Israel chided the Lord because there was no water. Instead of

trusting the Lord they demanded water
and God supplied; but they had said in
their hearts "Is the Lord among us?"
(Exo. 17 :7) They presumed on God to
use Him for their own advantage. This
was also the case with the devil's question to Jesus. If Jesus had done as he
was asked he would also have been
using his heavenly prerogative to put
God to the test for his own end. The
devil was offering him a choice. "Take
my way and you can save yourself a lot
of trouble; you don'thave to go through
all the trouble that lies ahead of you."
The enemy still tries to make us take
the easy way. We can put on a religious
front on Sunday and yet turn aside
from a committed life the rest of the
time. Matt Vs 8, "Again, the devil
taketh him up into an exceeding high
mountain, and sheweth him all the
kingdoms of the world, and the glory
of them; And saith unto him, All these
things will I give thee, if thou wilt fall
down and worship me. Then saith Jesus
unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: for it
is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord
thy God, and him only shalt thou serve.
Then the devil leaveth him, and, behold, angels came and ministered unto
him." Again the devil was giving Jesus
a choice; he could achieve God's purpose without the cross. All he had to do
was worship the god of this world and
he would receive all the kingdoms of
the world as his own. Truly he was
King of Kings and Lord of Lords and
it was in God's plan for him to rule and
reign over all creation, but he was to
receive this by way of the cross, not
handed to him by the hand of the deceiver. The devil used scripture to try
to tempt Jesus. Jesus also used scripture to refute his deception. Jesus' final
thrust was "Get thee hence" or get
away from me. He rebuked the devil
and Satan left him. In the prayer of
Jesus he also addressed the same tests
that he was subjected to so that we
might be able to deal with the same
tests in our life. When asked to turn the
stones into bread he taught us to pray,
Matt 6:11 "Give us this day our daily
bread." When asked to cast himself
down from the temple he said, "Though
shall not tempt the Lord thy God." He
taught us to pray Matt 6:13 "And lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil: For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, for ever.
Amen." In his response to falling down
to worship the devil he taught us to

pray Matt 6:9 "Mter this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in
heaven, Hallowed be thy name." This
is how we also deal with Satan; James
4:7 "Submit yourselves, then, to God.
Resist the devil, and he will flee from
you. Come near God and he will come
near to you." (NIV) In the same way he
dealt with Jesus the devil will try to
exchange the things of God with what
he will give us. It is not a good deal:
Much like a pack rat; a pack rat will
take valuable things from you andreplace them with a stone or some other
worthless thing.
The thief steals:
1. Your time - not enough time to
read and pray, but there seems to be
time for everything else. Eph 5:15-16
'Therefore be careful how you walk,
not as unwise men but as wise, making
the most of your time, because the
days are evil." (NASU) Ps 90:12
"Teach us to make the most of our
time, so that we may grow in wisdom."
(NLT) Time has a habit of slipping
away before our eyes. We can awake
in the morning with the whole day
before us and go to bed at night wondering where the day went.
The difference
I got up early one morning and
rushed right into the day,
I had so much to accomplish that I
didn't have time to pray.
Problems just tumbled about me
and heavier came each task,
"Why doesn't God help me?" I wondered. He answered, "You didn't ask."
I wanted to see joy and beauty, but
the day toiled on, gray and bleak
I wondered why God didn't show
me. He said "But you didn't seek."
I tried to come into God's presence,
I used all my keys in the lock.
God gently and lovingly chided,
"My child, you didn't knock."
I woke up early this morning, and
paused before entering the day
I had so much to accomplish that I
had to take time to pray.
- Author Unknown.
Time is precious and we need to be
good stewards of time. It is a precious
commodity; if we do not control time
it will control us. 1 Cor 4:2 "Moreover
it is required in stewards, that a man be
found faithful."
2. The thief takes your morality replaces it with a new morality, which
is really immorality; sensual clothes,
impure thoughts, coarse language and
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many other things that do not befit a
Christian. I realize that clothing styles
change but modesty does not. I believe
it must grieve the heart of God to see
the improper way some Christians
dress. Many times there seems to be
such a great need to fit in that we are
willing to sacrifice morality for
lifestyle, fashion and fame, and the
devil will use this to try to sidetrack us.
This is sometimes called peer-pressure and I believe that most of us have
been affected by it at one time or another. I do not want to set myself up as
the authority on what is proper dress
and what is not. I only wish to point out
that there are acceptable ways of dressing without being dowdy or out of
style. Regardless of what some authorities say, inappropriate dress can
appear sensual to the opposite sex.
Many times we talk about women's
clothing as inappropriate, yet it is also
inappropriate for males to dress in a
sensual way. The common thinking is,
if my manner of dress affects someone
else, that's their problem. The question
then arises, if you dress provocatively
what are you representing; Christian
values, or that of the world? Things
such as lifestyle and fashion have their
origins in the fashion of society and the
world. The fashion of this world is
passing away l Cor 7 :30-31" and those
who deal with the world as though they
had no dealings with it. For the form of
this world is passing away." (RSV)
Rom. 12:2 Phillips. "Don't let the
world around you squeeze you into its
own mold, but let God remold your
minds from within,"
In the last few years the term 'The
sexual revolution' or 'Sexual freedom'
has been foisted upon us. The Object
of Desire was a video shown to a grade
9 class, consisting of 14 young girls,
which taught the mechanics of how to
have sex. This was published in the
Readers Digest, December 200 1 issue,
under the heading That's Outrageous.
We live in a graphic age where pornography is displayed in living color
right into our homes by the medium of
television, internet, magazines; even
some department store fliers and catalogues depict near nudity in a way that
was reserved for publications such as
Playboy etc. a few years ago. Let us be
warned that pornography is addictive;
if not as addictive as drugs it comes in
a close second. We need to be on guard
against pornography coming into our

homes. Are you aware of what your
children are watching on television or
accessing on the Internet? Sexual
predators are watching for your children on the Internet; they access them
through chat rooms that people use to
communicate with each other on the
Internet. We dare not let down our
guard, for that is when the enemy is
able to strike a blow. Before pointing
fingers at the television or the Internet
as evil, let us realize that if we point
one finger at these things then three
fingers are pointing back at ourselves.
Television and the Internet are only
inanimate objects and we are the ones
that control them. As far as I know
there is a switch on each one of these
contraptions that control their function and we are the ones who control
that switch. Long before these things
were even imagined the bible warned
us about them. Gal 5:13 "You, my
brothers, were called to be free. But do
not use your freedom to indulge the
sinful nature; rather, serve one another
in love." (NIV) Eph 5:3 "But among
you there must not be even a hint of
sexual immorality, or of any kind of
impurity, or of greed, because these
are improper for God's holy people."
(NIV).
3. The thief takes your music replaces spiritual music with what the
world has to offer. Music is synonymous with worship and worship is
synonymous with music. I have been
caught away in the heavenly realm
with spiritual music, but just feel irritable with something that is playing on
the radio.lt is not my intention to focus
only on rock music, for there are many
types of music that move our emotions. I remember watching a documentary on the origins of music. They
depicted a tribe in Africa dancing, and
a rock band playing, then they transposed the dancing to the music and it
fit. We have coined the phrase 'Christian rock' but the music is no different
from any other rock music. Can you
image standing before The Heavenly
throne of God and worshipping Him
with rock music or an angel chorus
singing praises to God with a rock
beat? I can perceive dancing in the
spirit before the throne to joyful spiritual music, but I cannot imagine that it
would be to a rock beat. Why then do
we think it is any more appropriate to
worship God with a rock beat? I am
sure that the Lord appreciates spiritual

music sung or played in worship, even
if it is a bit flat or out of tune, more than
the most professional musicians playing or singing music that does not
glorify Him.
4. The thief takes your Worship replaces worship with emotion and
entertainment. John 4:24-25 "God is a
Spirit: and they that worship him must
worship him in spirit and in truth." To
worship the Lord in the spirit comes
from deep within. To worship the Lord
in the spirit does not come from the
external but it is deep calling unto
deep. (Psa. 42) True worship is closely
linked to desire for the Lord. Ps 42:12 "As the deer pants for streams of
water, so I long for you, 0 God. I thirst
for God, the living God. When can I
come and stand before him? (NLT) Ps
63:1 "0 God, thou art my God; early
will I seek thee: my soul thirsteth for
thee, my flesh longeth for thee in a dry
and thirsty land, where no water is;"
One can listen to great talent, but if it is
not anointed by the Spirit of God it will
only move the emotions. When talent
and anointing work together the innermost part of man is deeply touched. If
you are talented thank God for it, for
God is the author of that talent, and
when it is ministered under the anointing it will bless and lead God's people
into spiritual worship. John 7:37-39
"On the last and greatest day of the
Feast, Jesus stood and said in a loud
voice, "If anyone is thirsty, let him
come to me and drink. Whoever beli~yes in me, as the Scripture has said,
streams of living water will flow from
within him." By this he meant the
Spirit, whom those who believed in
him were later to receive. Up to that
time the Spirit had not been given,
since Jesus had not yet been glorified."
(NIV) There is nothing like being
caught away in the spirit of worship. I
have seen great audiences spellbound
under the anointing of spiritual worship and I have also experienced the
cosmetic spirit of emotion moving over
a people. There is a difference; it is like
happiness versus joy. Happiness depends on external forces for its pleasure, but joy wells up even in the midst
of trial and testing. Spiritual worship
brings forth deliverance; emotion and
entertainment only last for the moment.
5. The thief takes your health replaces it with sickness and disease. I
should not have to reiterate that to-
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bacco, alcohol and drugs are injurious
to your health, but for the sake of those
who might be tempted to partake, let
me say it again, "These things have the
power to wreck your health." We have
coined the phrase 'it's cool' to excuse
our desire to fit in with trappings of the
world. When asking 'Why did you
start?' The answer often is, "Everyone
is doing it". Sadly the realization of the
health hazard dawns when the damage
is done and irreversible. The thief is
ever on the lookout for the naive and
will try to trade their innocence for a
few moments of pleasure.
In the last few years it has become
apparent that indiscriminate sex is a
health hazard. Society would like us to
believe that if you practice safe-sex
there is no danger; however, there is
more evidence to say there is no such
thing as safe-sex. Youareatriskwhenever you have sex with a casual partner
no matter what precautions you use.
There is not only the danger of sexually-transmitted diseases, but physiological dangers as well. You become
one flesh with every sexual partner.
God made us to be joined to one person
and that through marriage. Sex is an
act of love when we are joined with
one person in marriage. With different
partners there must be a fragmentation
of our ability to love, as well as the
ability to experience trust in someone
we love.1 Cor 6:16-20 "And don't you
know that if a man joins himself to a
prostitute, he becomes one body with
her? For the Scriptures say, "The two
are united into one. But the person who
is joined to the Lord becomes one
spirit with him. Run away from sexual
sin! No other sin so clearly affects the
body as this one does. For sexual immorality is a sin against your own
body. Or don't you know that your
body is the temple of the Holy Spirit,
who lives in you and was given to you
by God? You do not belong to yourself, for God bought you with a high
price. So you must honour God with
your body." (NLT) The marriage bond
is a wonderful experience, and ordered
of God; it should not be defiled by
giving into the lust of the flesh. The
enemy will hold out the fruit of sexual
immorality in the same way that he
deceivedAdamandEve.Hemightuse
slightly different words but the thought
is the same. "Has God said." This is
what God ha~ said; Heb 13:4 "Marriage is honorable among all, and the

bed undefiled; butfomicatorsandadulterers God will judge."
The aforementioned are quite evident as potential health hazards as
well as injurious to our spiritual health.
There are things that affect our
health that are not considered sinful as
the above, but nevertheless, can affect
our health. Thin~s such as overeating,
fear, worry, stress and uncertainty
about the affairs of life all affect our
health. We know the author of these
things is the enemy and he is very
adept at exchanging our peace and joy
for the torment of fear and worry.
When we become Christians we receive God's welcome basket loaded
with many wonderful things such as
love, joy and peace by which we are
able to overcome the onslaught of the
devil. As the words of the old song
goes; "Jesus has a table spread where
the saints of God are fed." God places
His armour upon us. Eph. 6:10-18 "A
final word: Be strong with the Lord's
mighty power. Put on all of God's
armour so that you will be able to
stand firm against all strategies and
tricks of the Devil. For we are not
fighting against people made of flesh
and blood, but against the evil rulers
and authorities of the unseen world,
against those mighty powers of darkness who rule this world, and against
wicked spirits in the heavenly realms.
Use every piece of God's armour to
resist the enemy in the time of evil, so
that after the battle you will still be
standing firm. Stand your ground, putting on the sturdy belt of truth and the
body armour of God's righteousness.
For shoes, put on the peace that comes
from the Good News, so that you will
be fully prepared. In every battle you
will need faith as your shield to stop
the fiery arrows aimed at you by Satan. Put on salvation as your helmet,
and take the sword of the Spirit, which
is the word of God. Pray at all times
and on every occasion in the power, of
the Holy Spirit. Stay alert and be persis tent in your prayers for all Christians everywhere." (NLT) The Lord
provides everything we need. Phil4:7
"And the peace of God, which passeth
all understanding, shall keep your
hearts and minds through ChristJesus."
Neb 8:10 "Nehemiah said, "Go and
enjoy choice food and sweet drinks,
and send some to those who have
nothing prepared. This day is sacred to
our Lord. Do not grieve, for the joy of

the LORD is your strength." (NIV)
Matt 6:34 "Therefore do not worry
about tomorrow, for tomorrow will
worry about itself. Each day has enough
trouble of its own." (NIV) Gal5:22-23
"But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy,
peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no
law." (NIV) We may have a tendency
to think we are not able to overcome all
the things we are faced with. Phil4:13
"I can do everything through him who
gives me strength." (NIV)
6. The thief takes your dignity Replaces it with glitter, body piercing,
tattoos, spiked hair and many other
things. Many say, "That's just the way
I am." It may be the way you are now,
but it is not the way that God made
you; and the day will come when you
will want to remove these things, but
you will never look the same as if you
had not redesigned your anatomy. Fashion changes and, as I have mentioned
before, the fashion of this world is
passing away. Doing these things may
even hinder your ability to get a job,
even if you are abundantly qualified
and possess all the education you need.
Most of the tattoos and body piercing
have their roots in pagan worship and
God is not pleased with us when we do
it. Lev 19:28 "Do not cut your bodies
for the dead or put tattoo marks on
yourselves. I am the LORD." (NIV)
7. The thief takes your Life - Replaces it with a mess. All of the above
mentioned things will make a mess of
your life, your marriage, your finances
and everything that you hold dear.
There is a great reservoir of peace, joy
and contentment in walking in the ways
of the Lord. You may feel that if you
had never started to do these things it
would be different, and you are right;
but that is never the end of the story.
You are always able to tum your life
around; the bible calls it repentance.
There is no addiction, habit or despair
that is beyond the power of the risen
Christ to deliver. To partake of this
deliverance one of the first steps is to
receive Jesus as your saviour. This is a
matter of faith; simply believing as the
scripture says, John 3:16 "For God so
loved the world, that he gave his only
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth
in him should not perish, but have
everlasting life." That 'everlasting life'
does not only mean that you will go to
Heaven when you die, which is true,
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but it is also referring to partaking of
the very life of God, a life which comes
from above. Eph 1:7 "In whom we
have redemption through his blood,
the forgiveness of sins, according to
the riches of his grace;" Eph 2:6 "And
hath raised us up together, and made us
sittogetherin heavenly places in Christ
Jesus:" As we accept Jesus as our personal Saviour we have forgiveness for
our sins and are raised up into a new
life in Christ. 2 Cor 5:17 "What this
means is that those who become Christians become new persons. They are
not the same anymore, for the old life
is gone. A new life has begun!" (NLT)
The sins of the past are nailed to the
cross and we start a new life in Christ.
Col2:13-14 "When you were dead in
your transgressions and the
uncircumcision of your flesh, He made
you alive together with Him, having
forgiven us all our transgressions, having cancelled out the certificate of debt
consisting of decrees against us, which
was hostile to us; and He has taken it
out of the way, having nailed it to the
cross." (NASU) It is here that we look
for our healing from the ravishes of
sin, both physical and spiritual. 1 Peter 2:24 "He himself bore our sins in
his body on the tree, so that we might
die to sins and live for righteousness;
by his wounds you have been healed."
(NIV) Rom 8:11 "And if the Spirit of
him who raised Jesus from the dead is
living in you, he who raised Christ
from dead will also give life to your
mortal bodies through his Spirit, who
lives in you." (NIV) Even if your health
is beyond repair and the Lord does not
heal you, you can always partake of
the peace and joy that the Lord will
give you by changing your ways. We
can learn to say like Paul, Phil4:11-13
"I have learned to be content whatever
the circumstances. I know what it is to
be in need, and I know what it is to
have plenty. I have learned the secret
of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry,
whether living in plenty or in want. I
can do everything through him who
gives me strength." (NIV)
8. The thief takes your speech and replaces it with vulgarity, complaining, criticism and bitterness. Eph
4:29-32 "Do not let any unwholesome
talk come out of your mouths, but only
what is helpful for building others up
according to their needs, that it may
benefit those who listen. And do not

grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with
whom you were sealed for the day of
redemption. Get rid of all bitterness,
rage and anger, brawling and slander,
along with every form of malice. Be
kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in
Christ God forgave you." (NIV) James
3:8-11 "Butnoonecantamethetongue.
It is an uncontrollable evil, full of
deadly poison. Sometimes it praises
our Lord and Father, and sometimes it
breaks out into curses against those
who have been made in the image of
God. And so blessing and cursing come
pouring out of the same mouth. Surely,
my brothers and sisters, this is not
right! Does a spring of water bubble
out with both fresh water and bitter
water?" (NLT) With the tongue we can
sing praises to the Lord, speak in
tongues to God, build up and edify one
another, tell someone that we love
them, bring words of comfort, rejoice
before the Lord. We can build up or
tear down. We can gossip, speak words
of hate and, as a corrupted and polluted
spring, spew out bitterness and anger.
The story is told of a man who worked
at cleaning out the source of a spring so
the people of the town below could
have fresh water. Times were hard and
the town fathers decided to dispense
with the services of the keeper of the
springs. As time went on the stream
became more and more polluted until
it was not fit to drink anymore. The
town council had to rethink their priorities and again hired the man to clean
out the spring. The moral of the story is
that if you keep the source pure then
the stream will be pure also. It is the
same with our speech; if the source is
pure then the speech will be wholesome also. If the source is corrupted
what issues forth will also be corrupted. Eph 5:3-5 "Let there be no
sexual immorality, impurity, or greed
among you. Such sins have no place
among God's people. Obscene stories,
foolish talk, and coarse jokes -these
are not for you. Instead, let there be
thankfulness to God. You can be sure
that no immoral, impure, or greedy
person will inherit the Kingdom of
Christ and of God. (NLT) As I have
said before the thief is always ready to
corrupt us in any way he can. With our
speech we testify to the goodness of
God and we are always to be ready to
give an answer for the hope that lies
within us (1 Peter 3: 15). If our speech

does not agree with our testimony then
it will not be of much value.
9. The thief takes your blessing and replaces it with hopelessness. Prov.
10:22 "The blessing of the LORD, it
maketh rich, and he addeth no sorrow
with it." Unfortunately the opposite is
true where the blessing of the Lord is
removed there is nothing but sorrow
left. Jer 17:5-8 'This is what the LORD
says: Cursed are those who put their
trust in mere humans and tum their
hearts away from the LORD. They are
like stunted shrubs in the desert, with
no hope for the future. They willli vein
the barren wilderness, on the salty flats
where no one lives. But blessed are
those who trust in the LORD and have
made the LORD their hope and confidence. They are like trees planted along
a riverbank, with roots that reach deep
into the water. Such trees are not bothered by the heat or worried by long
months of drought. Their leaves stay
green, and they go right on producing
delicious fruit. "(NLT) Ps 1:1-6,
"Blessed is the man that walketh not in
the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth
in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the
seat of the scornful. But his delight is
in the law of the LORD; and in his law
doth he meditate day and night. And he
shall be like a tree planted by the rivers
of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in
his season; his leaf also shall not wither;
and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.
The ungodly are not so: but are like the
chaff which the wind driveth away.
Therefore the ungodly shall not stand
in the judgment, nor sinners in the
congregation of the righteous." There
are many promises of blessing to the
Godly but only the promise of judgment to the ungodly."
There are many other things the
thief will try to take and replace with
something else, and it's never a good
deal. He will try to have us equate
prosperity with God's blessing. Truly
prosperity is a blessing if it is obtained
in a proper manner and if we are good
stewards of that prosperity, but being
wealthy does not make us spiritual. To
be a good administrator of what God
has blessed you with can be a spiritual
ministry. Giving is one of the gifts of
the Spirit listed in Romans 12. We are
told to give with simplicity; that is,
don't make a big deal about it or expect
to receive accolades for it. We all have
the ability to give, 2 Cor 9:7 "Every
man according as he purposeth in his
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heart, so let him give; not grudgingly,
or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver." It is not how much you give
but how much you have left over that
counts. Mark 12:41-44 "And Jesus sat
over against the treasury, and beheld
how the people cast money into the
treasury: and many that were rich cast
inmuch.Andtherecameacertainpoor
widow, and she threw in two mites,
which make a farthing. And he called
unto him his disciples, and saith unto
them, Verily I say unto you, That this
poor widow hath cast more in, than all
they which have cast into the treasury:
For all they did cast in of their abundance; but she of her want did cast in
all that she had, even all her living."
One time Mother Theresa from India
was being interviewed and was asked
by the media to comment on the generosity of a large gift that she had received from a certain source. She
evaded the question, but they kept on
pressing her for an answer. Finally she
said she was very thankful for the gift
andwouldgladlyreceiveitforitwould
be very welcome to help the poor in
India. She further said "out of their
abundance they gave." No doubt she
had seen real sacrificial giving among
the poor in India, and though she was
thankful for the gift, she realized that
one can give little and have it counted
as much, while giving much is sometimes counted as little. Prov 11:24-25
"lt is possible to give away and become richer! It is also possible to hold
on too tightly and lose everything.
Yes, the liberal man shall be rich! By
watering others, he waters himself."
(TLB) The scripture tells us that as we
givewewillreceiveLuke6:38 "Ifyou
give, you will receive. Your gift will
return to you in full measure, pressed
down, shaken together to make room
for more, and running over. Whatever
measure you use in giving - large or
small- it will be used to measure what
is given back to you." (NLT) If we are
diligent in tithing God promises to
pour us out a blessing. Mal 3:8-11
"Will a man rob God? Yet you rob me.
But you ask, 'How do we rob you? In
tithes and offerings You are under a
curse-the whole nation of you-because
you are robbing me. Bring the whole
tithe into the storehouse, that there
may be food in my house. Test me in
this,saystheLORDAlmighty,andsee
if I will not throw open the floodgates
of heaven and pour out so much bless-

ing that you will not have room enough
for it. I will prevent pests from devouring your crops, and the vines in your
fields will not cast their fruit, says the
LORD Almighty." (NIV)Tithemeans
ten percent of your increase and it is to
be brought into the storehouse, which
is the place where God has placed His
name. Deut 12:5-6 "You are•to seek
the place the LORD your God will
choose from among all your tribes to
put his Name there for his dwelling.
To that place you must go; there bring
your burnt offerings and sacrifices,
your tithes and special gifts, what
you have vowed to give and your
freewill offerings, and the firstborn of
your herds and flocks." (NIV) The
place where God's name was is where
He dwelt by His presence. In Israel He
dwelt in the Shekinah glory which
abode above the tabernacle and in the
temple. In our day He has placed His
name in the church and this is the place
where we bring our tithes and offerings. 1 Cor. 16:2 "On every Lord's
Day, each of you should put aside
some amount of money in relation to
whatyouhaveearnedandsaveitforthis
offering." (NLT) From the collected
tithes and offerings the church can then
minister to the needs. This by no means
exhausts the teaching on giving. For
more information on the subject please
request the pamphlet 'Honour the Lord
with Thy Substance' by H. Holt, available from this publication.
There is a spiritual principal here. If
you are faithful to fulfil your part of the
promise, God will be faithful to fulfil
His promise. Wecannotusegivingfor
reward or as an investment, hoping to
receive an increase. We are to give
freely without expecting return. 2 Cor
9:6-8 "Now this I say, he who sows
sparingly shall also reap sparingly; and
he who sows bountifully shall also
reap bountifully. Let each one do just
as he has purposed in his heart; not
grudgingly or under compulsion; for
God loves a cheerful giver." (NAS) In
these days there are many who are
vying for our funds. We are assailed by
phone,letterandheart-rendingappeals
on television, and I am sure that many
of these are needful and worthwhile;
but first of all we are to honour the
Lord with our tithe and after that we
can minister to other things if we are
able. There are those who are very
skilled at laying guilt on us, but as the
scripture says we should not give

grudgingly or be forced into giving by
clever words or arguments.
The natural man tends to measure
spirituality and success by prosperity
and material things. Spiritual things on
the other hand are measured by what is
in the heart. Our life does not consist of
the abundance of what we possess (Lk.
12: 15) but rather that which possesses
us. If our life is centered around riches
and material things then that is what
our life will consist of. If our focus is
on the things, of God our life will be
centered around spiritual things. This
does not mean that to be spiritual is to
live in poverty without the comforts of
life. God promises to supply ourneeds,
Phil4:19 "But my Godshall supply all
your needs according to his riches in
glory by Christ Jesus." It is our responsibility to separate our wants from our
needs. In some Christian circles today
if you do not have everything your
heart desires you are not walking with
God in victory.lt is sometimes called
"Name it and claim it" or "The prosperity gospel," using the scriptures to
claim everything that the heart desires.
Mark 11:24 "Therefore I say unto
you, What things soever ye desire,
when ye pray, believe that ye receive
them, and ye shall have them."; John
14:14 "If ye shall ask any thing in my
name, I will do it." These scriptures
need to agree with all of scripture, for
no scripture is of private interpretation. (2 Peter 1:20) We need to balance
the aforementioned scripture with;
John15:7"IfyouabideinMe,andMy
words abide in you, you will ask what
you desire, and it shall be done for you.
(NKJV) and Matt 6:31-33 "Do not
worry, saying, 'What shall we eat?' or
'What shall we drink?' or 'What shall
we wear?' For the pagans run after all
these things and your heavenly Father
knows that you need them. But seek
first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given
to you as well." (NIV) The promises of
God are sure and we can put our faith
in them as long as we fulfill our part of
the promise. Mark 11 :24 tells us that
we will have the things we desire if we
believe. John 14:14 says if we ask in
Jesus name we will have it. We can
struggle as much as we like, but there
is no way that we can conjure up faith.
We can only receive it from God. Faith
comes from hearing the word of God,
not just with our ears, but with the spirit
also(Rom 10:17). WhenweaskinJesus
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name we are asking in the same way that
Jesus would ask, and He would not ask
anything that would not be in God's will.
The faith that receives from God is the
faith that prays according to the will of
God. It is the faith of God, Mark 11:2223 "And Jesus answering saith unto them,
have faith in God. For verily I say unto
you, That whosoever shall say unto this
mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou
cast into the sea; and shall not doubt in
his heart, but shall believe that those
things which he saith shall come to pass;
he shall have whatsoever he saith." 'Have
faith in God,' according to Thayer's Greek
Lexicon' means to have the faith of
God. One may well ask, "How then can
we receive anything from God?" Luke
11:9-10 "And I say unto you, Ask, and it
shall be given you; seek, and ye shall
find; knock, and it shall be opened unto
you. For every one that asketh receiveth;
and he that seeketh findeth; and to him
thatknocketh it shall be opened." Faith is
a growing experience. When we are first
saved, and are babes in Christ, God in
His sovereignty may be gracious to us
and we see marvellous answers to prayer.
As we grow in the Lord it may seem as
if we do not see this as much. It is then
that God is calling us into a deeper walk
with Him, a walk in the spirit where we
are not so much interested in this earthly
realm as we are desirous of a sanctified
walk with the Lord. As we grow in the
Lord our desire for earthly things decreases and our desire for the eternal
realm increases.lt is in this realm that we
can ask with the faith of God, and in
Jesus' name; and our will be lost in God's
will. It is here that we can ask what we
desire and receive it, for our will and the
Father's will are one. 1 John 5:14-15
"This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything
according to his will, he hears us. And
if we know that he hears us- whatever we
ask - we know that we have what we
asked of him." (NIV) Praise God! Glory
to God! This is far more glorious than
asking for material possessions to lavish
on ourselves. This is growing up into
sonship, for we are following the prompting of the Holy Spirit. Rom. 8:12-14
"Therefore brothers, we have an obligation - but it is not to the sinful nature, to
live according to it. For if you live according to the sinful nature, you will die;
but if by the Spirit you put to death the
misdeeds of the body, you will live,
because those who are led by the Spirit of
God are sons of God. (NIV) In the spirit

we prosper as our soul prospers. 3 John take your liberty and bind you with rules
2 "Beloved, I wish above all things that and regulations. Gal5:1 "Stand fast therethou mayest prosper and be in health, fore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath
made us free, and be not entangled again
even as thy soul prospereth."
10. The thief takes your attitude - with the yoke ofbondage." Col2:20-2:3
replaces it with self- centeredness. As "You have died with Christ, and he has
Christians our attitude is to reach out set you free from the evil powers of this
beyond ourselves and help others. The world. So why do you keep on following
thief wants to tum our thoughts inward rules of the world, such as, "Don'thandle,
so that we judge all things on how they don't eat, don't touch." Such rules are
affect us. Rom. 15:1-2 "We who are mere human teaching about things that
strong ought to bear with the failings of are gone as soon as we use them. These
the weak and not to please ourselves. rules may seem wise because they reEach of us should please his neighbor for quire strong devotion, humility, and sehis good, to build him up." (NIV) Matt vere bodily discipline. But they have no
5:44 "But I say unto you, Love your effect when it comes to conquering a
enemies, bless them that curse you, do person's evil thoughts and desires."
good to them that hate you, and pray for (NLT) We are, of course, not referring to
them which despitefully use you, and things such as moral laws or the ten
persecute you;" Eph 4:30-32 "And do commandments, for these are spiritual
not bring sorrow to God's Holy Spirit by and do not deal with modes of dress or
the way you live. Remember, he is the eating in a certain way. The only law we
one who has identified you as his own, are governed by is the law of love. Gal
guaranteeing that you will be saved on 5:13-14 For, brethren, ye have been called
the day of redemption. Get rid of all unto liberty; only use not liberty for an
bitterness, rage, anger, harsh words, and occasion to the flesh, but by love serve
slander, as well as all types of malicious one another. For all the law is fulfilled in
behavior. Instead, be kind to each other, one word, even in this; Thou shalt love
tenderhearted, forgiving oneanother,just thy neighbour as thyself." Rom 13:10
as God through Christ has forgiven you." "Love does no wrong to anyone. That's
(NLT) It is looking inward, to what why it fully satisfies all of God's requireaffects only ourselves, that brings hurt ments. It is the only law you need."
feelings, bitterness, slander, gossip and (TLB)
If we are governed by the law oflove
all manner of hurtful things. Actually it
matters little if they are directed at some- we could not steal from anyone because
one else or we harbour them in our- it would do wrong to the one we steal
selves; they will cause problems. They from; in the same way we could not kill,
will destroy relationships, bring disunity lie or break any of the commandments
in the body of Christ and cause emo- because it would harm other people.
12. The thief will take our worship
tional problems within ourselves. Heb
12:15 "Looking diligently Jest any man and replace it with a form of worship, but
fail of the grace of God; lest any root of denying its spiritual power. 2 Tim 3:5
bitterness springing up trouble you, and "They will act as if they are religious, but
thereby many be defiled;" Many times they will reject the power that could
offences come because of misunder- make them godly." (NLT) Everything
standing and imagined slights. Matt 18:7 done for effect: beautiful places of wor"Woe unto the world because of of- ship, the best pews and furniture, stained
fences! For it must needs be that of- glass windows, pipe organs swelling forth
fences come; but woe to that man by beautiful music, everything in its place
whom the offence cometh!" If we are and yet the hearts of the people are far
grounded in the word ofGod the chances from God, interested more in the trapofoffence will be less. Ps 119:165 "Great pings than in a relationship with the God
peace have they which Jove thy law: and they feel they are worshipping. It can be
easy for us also to put more emphasis on
nothing shall offend them"
11. The thief takes you spiritually - form and ceremony than on being led in
replaces it with tradition. As mentioned the spirit of worship. Don't let natural
before the thief will try to get you to dress talent take the place of the gifts of the
inappropriately and be more interested spirit, instead of allowing the Holy Spirit
in fashion than in spirituality. If this does to take His proper place in directing the
not work he will try to get you to dress in order of the service. 1 Cor 14:26 "What
a manner which identifies you with cer- then shall we say, brothers? When you
tain groups and ideas of men. He will come together, everyone has a hymn, or
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a word of instruction, a revelation, a Gifts ofthe Spirit, The Move ofthe Spirit pitied if we are so blind that we feel that
tongue or an interpretation. All of these ofGod etc.' which are available from this we have need of nothing. Lord help us,
must be done for the strengthening of the publication.
for we are needy and have need of~~ that
church." (NIV) Col3:16 "Let the word
The thief not only steals but he kills The Lord can give us.
of Christ dwell in you richly in all wis- and destroys also. He will kill your deWhat the devil cannot steal, he will
dom; teaching and admonishing one sire for spiritual things. All you have left kill, and what he cannot kill, he will
another in psalms and hymns and spiri- is what he can give you. Gal 5:19-21 destroy. He will destroy our peace and
tual songs, singing with grace in your "The acts of the sinful nature are obvi- leave us with upset and fear, tum our joy
hearts to the Lord." Spiritual worship ous: sexual immorality, impurity and into sorrow and destroy our love for one
consists of each member participating. debauchery; idolatry and witchcraft; another. The sacred bond of marriage is
Eph 4:11-12 "He is the one who gave hatred, discord, jealously, fits of rage, destroyed because of resentment and
these gifts to the church: the apostles, the selfish ambition, dissensions, factions infidelity. Because of the use of drugs,
prophets, the evangelists, and the pastors and envy; drunkedness, orgies, and the alcohol and liquor many lives are wasted.
and teachers. Their responsibility is to like. I warn you, as I did before, that Depression often comes because hope is
equip God's people to do his work and those who live like this will not inherit gone. Last of all the destroyer will debuild up the church, the body of Christ," the kingdom of God." (NIV) Compare stroy your life and the lives of the ones
(NLT) Eph 4:16 "Under his direction, these with what God can give you. Gal you love. I realize that I have painted a
the whole body is fitted together per- 5:22-23 "But the fruit of the Spirit is very bleak picture and the question may
fectly. As each part does its own special love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, arise, what are we to do? Where is a safe
work, it helps the other parts grow, so goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and haven in the midst of these storms of
that the whole body is healthy and grow- self-control. Against such things there is life? The apostle Paul, when faced with
ing and full oflove." (NLT) The church no law." (NIV) He kills your idea of what this question, gives us the answer. Rom
meets together to edify and build up the is right and wrong, and causes you to 7:24-25 "Oh, what a miserable person I
body of Christ by the ministry of the gifts question your values, to live in the grey am! Who will free me from this life that
of the Spirit. Rom 12:4-8 "Justaseachof area. Isa 5:20-21 "Woe unto them that is dominated by sin? Thank God! The
us has one body with many members, call evil good, and good evil; that put answer is in Jesus Christ our Lord."
and these members do not all have the darkness for light, and light for darkness; (NLT) God is a God of restoration. There
same function, so in Christ we who are that put bitter for sweet, and sweet for is no sin or life that is beyond redempmany form one body, and each member bitter! Woe unto them that are wise in tion. He is not willing that any should
belongs to all the others. We have differ- their own eyes, and prudent in their own perish, but that all should come to repenent gifts, according to the grace given us. sight!" There is no doubt that we are tance. (2 Peter 3:9) He can restore the
If a man's gift is prophesying, let him use living in the last days and we are warned wasted years, even as He promised Israel
it in proportion to his faith. Ifit is serving, that there will be a falling away in this many years ago. Joel 2:25 "And I will
let him serve; if it is teaching, let him time. 1 Tim 4:1 "The Spirit clearly says restore to you the years that the locust
teach; if it is encouraging, let him en- that in later times some will abandon the hath eaten, the cankerworm, and the
courage; if it is contributing to the needs faith and follow deceiving spirits and caterpillar, and the palmerworm, my great
of others, let him give generously; if it is things taught by demons.'' (NIV) While army which I sent among you." The
leadership, let him govern diligently; if it much of this writing could be directed at judgment of God had rested upon them
is showing mercy, let him do it cheer- the ungodly, it is sad to say that it can also because of their disobedience. They had
fully." (NIV) 1 Cor 12:7-10 "But the be directed at The Universal Church. We turned from the Lord and became inmanifestation of the Spirit is given to are living in a time in which many of the volved with the heathen practices of the
each one for the profit of all: for to one is things spoken about the world are creep- nations around them. They had rejected
given the word of wisdom through the ing into the church. In the second and God's warning regarding this and sufSpirit, to another the word of knowledge third chapter of Revelation the Spirit of fered the consequences of their actions.
through the same Spirit, to another faith God speaks expressly to the church. To (Deut. 7:3-4, II: I3-I7).
by the same Spirit, to another gifts of the church at Ephesus he says, Rev. 2:4
The thief comes to steal, kill and
healings by the same Spirit, to another "I have this complaint against you. You destroy. But thank God, "I am come that
the working of miracles, to anotherproph- don't love me or each other as you did at they might have life, and that they might
ecy, to another discerning of spirits, to first!" (NLT) Is this not a commentary on have it more abundantly." It might be
another different kinds of tongues, to what we see today? To the church of well to define what life this is. Life as we
another the interpretation of tongues." Laodicea, the church of the last days, he know it consists of our faculties func(NKJV) These gifts are imparted by the says; Rev 3:17 "Because thou sayest, I tioning so that we live, breathe, think and
laying on of hands and prophecy. 1 Tim am rich, and increased with goods, and are able to move around. This is not the
4:14 "Do not neglect your gift, which have need of nothing; and knowest not life that Christ was talking about, for if
was given you through a prophetic mes- that thou art wretched, and miserable, we are living after the ways of the world
sage when the body of elders laid their and poor, and blind, and naked:" It is we are dead to spiritual things, 1 Tim 5:6
hands on you." (NIV) (I Tim I: I8, 2 Tim time for judgment to begin at the house "But she that liveth in pleasure is dead
I:6)Muchcouldbesaidregardingchurch of God. (I Peter 4:17), a time for a while she liveth.". Gal2:20 "I am cruciorder and the order of worship in the mighty moving of the Spirit of God upon fied with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet
church, but these have been covered in a the church. Lord forgive us if we have not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life
greater way by other publications such lost our first love and are rich and in- which I now live in the flesh I live by the
as; 'The Church, Government, The Nine creased with goods. We are to be greatly faith of the Son of God, who loved me,
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and gave himself for me." We can receive Christ as our personal saviour by
asking Him into our heart. Rom 10:9-10
"For if you confess with your mouth that
Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart
that God raised him from dead, you will
be saved. For it is by believing in your
heart that you are made right with God,
and it is by confessing with your mouth
that you are saved." (NLT) By receiving
Jesus as your saviour you enter into a
new life. 2 Cor 5:17 "When someone
becomes a Christian, he becomes a brand
new person inside. He is not the same
anymore. A new life has begun!" (TLB)
The Lord will take your old sinful life
and replace it with His life. Eph 2:4-5
"But God, who is rich in mercy, because
ofHis great love with which He loved us,
even when we were dead in trespasses,
made us alive together with Christ (by
grace you have been saved)," (NKJV)
He takes our hopelessness and replaces
it with hope. He takes our confusion and
replaces it with order and direction. We
are citizens of a new realm. Eph 2:19
"Now you are no longer strangers to God
and foreigners to heaven, but you are
members of God's very own family,
citizens of God's country, and you belong in God's household with every other
Christian." (TLB) You are a member of
the body of Christ. 1 Cor 12:13 "For by
one Spirit are we all baptized into one
body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles,
whether we be bond or free; and have
been all made to drink into one Spirit."
We are adopted into the very family of
God, and have the privilege of calling
God" Abba Father", or my father, a name
that is reserved only for a son of natural
birth. Rom 8:15-17 "For you did not
receive a spirit that makes you a slave
again to fear, but you received the Spirit
ofsonship. And by him we cry, "Abba,
Father." The Spirit himself testifies with
our spirit that we are God's children.
Now if we are children, then we are
heirs-heirs of God and co-heirs with
Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his
glory." (NIV) We are each adopted into
the family of God, not as a foster child,
but as one born into the family of God.
We are born again, not of corruptible
seed or natural birth, but born of the
Spirit ofGod. There is a birth in the spirit
that takes place for every blood-washed
child of God. John 3:3 "In reply Jesus
declared, "I tell you the truth, no one can
see the kingdom of God unless he is born
again." (NIV) We are born into the body

ofChrist as members in particular, and if
we are members of His body, we are
members of the church which is His
body.Eph 1:22-23 "AndGodhasputall
things under the authority of Christ, and
he gave him this authority for the benefit
of the church. And the church is his
body; it is filled by Christ, who fills
everything everywhere with his presence." (NLT) It has been God's eternal
purpose that by the church He would
bring to pass the deliverance of the creation both in the heavenly and earthly
realm. Eph 3:10-11 "His intent was that
now, through the church, the manifold
wisdom of God should be made known
to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms, according to his eternal
purpose which he accomplished in Christ
Jesus our Lord" (NIV) The church has
been destined from the foundation of the
earth to bring about God's plan and purpose of establishing His kingdom upon
the earth. God is now in the process of
perfecting His church and has brought
forth a wonderful plan for doing this.
Eph 4:11-16 "It was he who gave some
to be apostles, some to be prophets, some
to be evangelists, and some to be pastors
and teachers, to prepare God's people for
works of service, so that the body of
Christ may be built up until we all reach
unity in the faith and in the knowledge of
the Son of God and become mature,
attaining to the whole measure of the
fullness ofChrist. Then we will no longer
be infants, tossed back and forth by the
waves, and blown here and there by
every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of men in their deceitful scheming. Instead, speaking the
truth in love, we will in all things grow up
into him who is the Head, that is, Christ.
From him the whole body, joined and
held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love,
as each part does its work." (NN) We
arebornintothefamilyofGodasimmature babes in Christ and God is in the
process of bringing these spiritual babes
into a place of maturity. It is the work of
the five-fold ministry to bring this about
until we stand before God and the world
as responsible mature sons of God, able
to bring deliverance to all creation. Rom
8:18-25 (Phillips) "In my opinion whatever we may have to go through now is
less than nothing compared with the
magnificent future God has planned for
us. The whole creation is on tip toe to see
the wonderful sight of the sons of God
coming into their own. The world of

creation cannot as yet see reality, not
because it chooses to be blind, but because in God's purpose it has been so
limited- yet it has been given hope. And
the hope is that in the end the whole of
created life will be rescued from the
tyranny of change and decay, and have
its share in the magnificent liberty which
can only belong to the children of God."
"It is plain to anyone with eyes to see
that at the present time all created life
groans in a sort of universal travail. And
it is plain, too, that we who have a
foretaste of the Spirit are in a state of
painful tension, while we wait for the
redemption of our bodies which will
mean that at last wehaverealizedourfull
sonship in Him. We were saved by this
hope, but in our moments of impatience
let us remember that hope always means
waiting for something that we haven't
yet got. But if we hope for something we
cannot see, then we must settle down to
wait for it in patience."
Praise God. What a hope. What a
magnificent plan and purpose to bring
all of created life to a place ofliberty and
freedom in Him. Isa 11:6-9 "The wolf
will live with the lamb, the leopard will
lie down with the goat, the calf and the
lion and the yearling together, and a little
child will lead them. The cow will feed
with the bear, their young will lie down
together, and the lion will eat straw like
the ox. The infant will play near the hole
of the cobra, and the young child put his
hand into the viper's nest. They will
neither harm nor destroy on all my holy
mountain, for the earth will be full of the
knowledge of the LORD as the waters
cover the sea." (NIV) Isa 2:3-4 "Come,
let us go up to the mountain of the
LORD, tothehouseoftheGodofJacob.
He will teach us his ways, so that we may
walk in his paths. The law will go out
from Zion, the word of the LORD from
Jerusalem. He will judge between the
nations and will settle disputes for many
peoples. They will beat their swords into
plowshares and their spears into ptuning
hooks. Nation will not take up sword
against nation, nor will they train for war
anymore." (NIV)
The thief may come to steal, kill and
destroy, but the Christ comes to bring us
abundant, eternal, unchanging life, a life
that will restore everything that the thief
has taken from us. Jesus died on the cross
to defeat this thief and if we follow Him
the thief will have no power over us.
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The Church - Which is His Body
Editors Note: The following article
was by one of numerous foundational
ministries published in the March/June
1950 Sharon Star.
It was one of many messages of
revelation of God's theocratic order
that was given by the Holy Spirit. In the
glow of revelation the church became
conscious of theocratic appointment
rather than democratic choice.
The unfolding understanding of
God's purposeforthe church will cause
even creation to rejoice in God's great
work as the revelation continues to
unfold.
A great revival is sweeping around
the earth. It is shaking the Church of
today to its very foundations. We believe that this is the fulfillment of the
prophecy, or the promise, as it is found
in Hebrews 12:25-27, "... For if they
escaped not who refused him that spake
on earth, much more shall not we escape if we tum away from him that
speaketh from heaven, whose voice
then shook the earth; but now he hath
promised, saying, Yet once more will I
shake not the earth only, but also heaven.
And this word, Yetonce more, signifieth
the removing of those things that are
shaken, as of those things that are made,
that those things which cannot be shaken
may remain." This is the fulfillment of
this prophecy; the great revival that is
sweeping around the earth, that is going to shake the foundations of everything that can be shaken.

In Answer To Prayer
Christians for years and years have
been crying to God for revival. Night
and day, all over the land, in every
organization, in every denomination,
in every sect - men and women have
been crying to God to send another
great outpouring of the Spirit of the
Lord. Men and women every where
have realized the dearth, the terrible
darkness that has compassed the earth,
and the gross darkness that settled down
on the people. Men and women everywhere have realized the feebleness of
the Church, their great inability to perform the works and do the works of
God. Therefore with great crying and
tears have they called upon the Lord
that they might once again see the hand
of God outstretched; and God Almighty
has seen their fasting and prayers, and

has come to bring salvation to their
hearts. He has come to answer their
prayer, and send once again a great
revival over the earth.

The Present Truth
All revivals of the past have been
accompanied by some great present
truth. Many years ago the earth was
encompassed in great darkness, in what
we call the "Dark Ages" And God sent
a man named "Martin Luther", and He
gave him justification by Faith. This
became the great and present truth, of
the revival in which he was the chief
figure. Later on, John Wesley, who had
himself the experience of Sanctification, that is, the separating of himself
unto God - and of all others who put
their trust in God - the doing away of
carnality, and the living of the resurrected- Christ-Life. Then later on there
came other truths, such as the truth of
Divine Healing - where it was taught
from the Word of God, "They shall lay
their hands on the sick, and they shall
recover." And men believing this promise have laid their hands upon thousands and thousands of sick, and have
seen them healed of every disease
known to mankind in our day. Then
there came the great truth of the baptism of the Holy Spirit, that men could
be filled with the Holy Ghost. And so,
as all revivals of the past have had some
great outstanding present truth, so it is
with the revival that is now sweeping
the earth; God has given with it a great
truth. This present truth is that the Body
of Christ, which is the Church, shall
come together out of every denomination, every organization, every sect,
and the divisions which have so long
hampered it and kept it separate one
member from another- each and all of
these divisions shall be broken down,
and the sheep of many pastures and
many folds shall come together, and
there shall be one fold and one Shepherd. This is the great present truth of
the revival which is shaking the very
foundation of every organization, and
every denomination under Heaven at
the present time; and this is the truth
that is going to shake ever more so in
the future - and though men may slam
their doors, it will avail nothing. God
hath decreed that the Body of Christ
shall come together in answer to the
prayer of the Savior. "... That they all

might be one, that the world might
believe ... " He has not left us without
equipment to perform this great task,
and the equipment that He has given to
His people is the restoration of the nine
gifts of the Spirit, accompanied with
the nine fruits of the Spirit, and all the
Christians graces that God has provided for the Church.
How It Started
For years now many have been crying to God to send them a great revival,
and men have been fasting and praying
for long seasons that God would restore the gifts of the Spiritto the Church.
I think it was about 20 years ago, in one
of our West coast cities of the United
States, that a prophecy was given by
the Spirit of God in which it was declared that the next great revival that
would sweep the earth would begin in
northern Canada. In 1947 in the month
of September we were led of the Lord
to open a Bible College in North Battleford, Sask. The opening of the Bible
School brought a great burden for fasting and prayer, upon all the students of
the School. This settled down upon us
until it seemed that not a day passed by
for months unless some were in fasting
and prayer. Some fasted for 3 days,
some for 7 days, some fasted for 10
days; some 2 weeks; some for 3 weeks;
some fasted for 30 days; and one man
fasted for 40 days. After weeks and
weeks of fasting and prayer, we came
to the 11th day of February, 1948. I
shall never forget those days as long as
I live. How the Spirit of the Lord came
among us was indescribable! But Iremember a prophecy being given by one
of the young women in the Bible School,
saying that we were on the very
threshhold of a great revival, and all we
had to do was open the door, and we
could enter in. After she had given the
prophecy I rose to my feet, and prayed,
beseeching God and telling Him that
He had informed us that we were on the
verge of a great revival, and all we had
to do was enter the door - but I said,
"Father, we do not know where the
door is, neither do we know how to
enter it." It was on the 12th day of
February that God showed us by the
Spirit how to enter in through this door.
The story is somewhat long, and I have
not time to tell it all now, but I remember on that morning a brother rose to
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prophecy. All the students were kneeling in the classroom. He prophesied by
the Spirit of God for about half an hour.
During the prophecy, he called the
whole School to holiness, to great reverence before God, and that we must
walk in the fear of God. Then there was
a warning that we should not mention
what was transpiring in letters, because
people would not understand the things
that were going on at the School at the
time. But, as the prophecy went on,
these words were given by the Spirit of
God," I will at this time restore all nine
gifts of the Spirit to my Church, and
they shall be restored by prophecy,
with the laying on of the hands of the
presbytery." This, we knew, was according to the Word of God; but we had
not been able to see it until that moment
when the Spirit of God revealed itto us.
The prophecy went on to say, "I will
indicate from time to time certain ones
who are prepared to receive the gift
from the Spirit of God."
During the next day, February 13th,
we searched the Word of God practically all day in the class-room to see if
these things that had been prophesied
were according to God's Word.
We found that Paul had said to Timothy, "Neglect not the gift that is in thee,
which was given thee by prophecy,
with the laying on of the hands of the
presbytery ... " (Timothy 4:4) and "Stir
up the gift of God, which is in thee by
the putting on of my hands" (2 Timothy
1:6). We found how that King Saul had
received the gift of prophecy, by having the gift prophesied to him by
Samuel. We saw how Joshua had received the Word of Wisdom, when
Moses laid his hands upon him. On the
14th of February - I can never begin to
describe the things that happened on
that day. It seemed that all Heaven
broke loose upon our souls, and Heaven
came down to greet us. The power and
glory of God was indescribable. Men
and women received the gift of healing, and immediately began to heal the
sick. Discernment of spirits was given,
and the influence of evil spirits was
discerned, and these evil spirits were
cast out. Some received the gift of
faith, and faith began to operate in our
midst.

Its Widespread Influence
Since the day of the starting of this
Revival just two years ago, it has swept
all over the North American continent.
There are few places that have not felt

its power in some way or another. It has
also swept over the continent of Europe - and even now the message is
being carried there. In England and
Scotland the message has been heard;
and also in far away India and in places
in Japan. God has done a great and
mighty thing; the Body of Christ is
coming together. In the next year or
two we expect to see tremendous moves
of the Spirit of God, and the greatest
upheaval in the Christian Church that
has ever been known, and the dry bones
of Ezekiel's valley will begin to come
together that there might be one, great
glorious church, "without spot" and
"without wrinkle."

nations is the one which is on the right
track. Truly, they all think that they are
right, but the truth of the matter is that
they are all partly right, but all partly
wrong.

The Church, Not a Building

Now the question thatfs in the minds
of us allis, "What is the Body ofChrist?"
What is the Church of Christ? Before
stating, according to the Word of God,
what the Church really is, I would first
of all like to tell you one or two things
that the Church is NOT. The Church is
not a building. For many years now we
have been calling the building that
stands on the comer of the street, the
church. But that is not the church. The
The Ingathering of the Scattered
church is not a building. I suppose we
We wish to stress the fact that the do not need to tell anybody that, actugreat present truth of the revival which ally, but it is strange how these ideas
is going on now, is the coming together get into our heads. The Church is not
of the Body of Jesus Christ. That is to the building that stands on the street
say, the coming together of the body comer, or the other side of the park.
from every denomination, every orga- When the minister pronounces the benenization, and every sect - whither we · diction, the people do not leave the
have scattered ourselves during the past church. When he announces the bene2,000 years. It is my firm and honest diction it is the church that leaves the
conviction that before the end of the building, and goes home to their indipresent dispensation the Lord will have vidual places of abode. But the buildformed a glorious Church, without spot ing that stands on the comer is only a
and without wrinkle, and He will have building where the church gathers toformed this glorious Church from those gether to have fellowship one with anwho are hidden away in the various other.
organizations, denominations, and sects
Not A Denomination
all over the world. And God will bring
I would also like to say that the
them forth from these places where Church of the Living God is not a
they have scattered themselves, and He denomination. Now here is a place
will make them all one; one in faith, where we have gone sadly into error in
one in knowledge, one in doctrine, one the days that are gone by. We speak of
in Spirit, one in heart, one in Love, one the denominations as being a certain
in God- and they shall be a "glorious church. We speak of the Methodist
Church, without spot or wrinkle." The Church. We speak of the Pentecostal
prayer of the Lord Jesus Christ before Church; the Presbyterian Church; the
He went away to Heaven was that "they Roman Church; the Episcopalian
all might be one, that the world may Church... Now my friends, none of these
believe." Up to the present time, except is a church: they are but denominations
perhaps for a few years at the begin- and sects. Does it not seem awful to you
ning of this dispensation of grace - this to know that the world is so full of
prayer has never been answered. And organizations and sects that call themduring the last four or five hundred selves churches, when there is only one
years - yea, even the last fourteen hun- church- that is, His Church, the "church
dred years, the situation has been grow- of the first born whose names are writing worse and worse and instead of the ten in Heaven."? In my library at home
body of Jesus Christ becoming one, it I have a book called "the religious
has scattered itself into some one thou- denominations of the world," and just
sand different organizations, denomi- scanning through the index of it. I find
nations, and sects until the sinner on the such as this: The Abyssinian Church,
street does not know who to believe, The Adamites, African Methodist Episand when you invite him to come to copal Zion Church, Albanenses,
Christ, he looks around him in bewil- Anabaptists,
Antisabbatarians,
derment and in amazement and won- Antinomians, Arians, Armenians,
ders which of all this throng of denomi- Arminians, Associate Presbyterians,
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Associate Reformed Baptists, Bereans, them (that is, unto the Jews) for
Calvinists, Cerinthians, Christians of ensamples, and they are written for our
St. John, Christians of St. Thomas, admonition, upon whom the ends of
Colored Methodist Episcopal, Congre- the world are come." Now if it is true
gationalists, Congregational Method- that everything that ever happened to
ists, Davidists, Deists, Disciples of Israel during her wanderings and
Christ, Dutch Reformed, Ebionites, journeying& in the land of Palestine English Presbyterians, Episcopalians, happened to them by way of ensamples
Evangelical Lutherans, Free Church of to us, - then there is something that has
Scotland, Free-will Baptists, Free Meth- just happened to Israel that we should
odist Church, French Prophets, take particular note of. I think it was on
Galileans, German Reformed, Greek the 13th day of May, 1948, that Israel
Church, Huguenots, Hutchinsonians, became a nation, and put her national
Iconoclastes, Independents, Jacobites, flag on top of her own flag-pole. She
Jansenites, Jusuits, Jumpers, Kirk of proclaimed that she was a nation, and
Scotland, Lollards, Manichaenans, opened the door wide for Jews from all
Marcionites, Maronites, Materialists, the nations under heaven to come back
Mennonites, Methodist, Methodist home to their land of promise. Now this
Episcopal, Methodist Protestant, Meth- is extremely significant in this day. For
odist Society, Montainists, Morvians, as everything that happened to Israel
Mormons, Mystics, Nestorians, (1948) put up her flag and proclaimed
Origenists, Pantheists, Pietists, Pres- herself a nation - this revival began in
byterians in America, Primitive Meth- which the present truth is the coming
odists, Puritans, Reformed Methodists, together of the Body of Christ the
Reformed Presbyterians, Roman Church, from every organization, and
Catholics, Seventh-Day Baptists, Shak- every sect, and denomination under
ers, Six-principle Baptists, Southern heaven - that we may have walked in
Presbyterian Church, Second darkness and not in light. But this great
Adventists, Swedenborgians, Tunkers, revival that is now be one glorious
Unitarians, United Brethren in Christ, Church, without spot, and without
United Presbyterian Church of Scot- wrinkle. Israel has been scattered in
land, United Presbyterians, Universal- every nation under heaven, but they are
ists, Waldenses, Wesleyan Methodists, coming home to be one nation. The
Welsh Calvinistic Methodists- and so Church has been scattered in all these
on, and so on, and so on - until there is denominations, fighting and at war with
absolutely no end. Is this the answer to one another- having no love, or fellowthe prayer of the Lord Jesus Christ, ship, or friendship one for the other.
"That they all might be one, that the And now, thanks be unto God for His
world may believe ... "? Or is this some unspeakable gift - the Church is comnonsense that we in our folly and in our ing together in these last days, "that
sin have done to divide the Body of they all may be one, that the world may
Jesus Christ one from another.
believe." And it shall come to pass that
Church of the First Born
the Church shall be one - one glorious
I declare to you again that there is no church, without spot and without
such a thing, as any church except the wrinkle, or any such thing, but holy,
"Church of the firstborn" whose names and without blemish. She shall have
are in Heaven. And we have scattered one Lord, and one God and one Father.
ourselves among all these denomina- Every man and every woman who is
tions and organizations of the world, X born of the Spirit of God - no matter
- and because we have done it, and what denomination or sect they are
refused to love one another, we have hidden in, they will come out, and
walked in darkness and not in light. But become one glorious Church without
this great revival that is now sweeping spot and without wrinkle - with one
the earth, my friends, is to bring the Lord, one faith, one God, and one bapwhole Church, which is the Body of tism, and one Father.
Christ, together out of all these sects
How Can We Be One?
and denominations and organizations,
Now my dear friends, to many of
and make them One in the Lord Jesus you this seems to be impossible; But I
Christ.
declare to you that the Word of God
Israel, Type of the Church
says that this shall be the case. Let me
We read in 1 Corinthians 10:11, refer to the 4th chapter of the book of
"Now all these things happened unto Ephesians, "There is one body, and

one Spirit, even as ye are called in one
hope of your calling; one Lord, one
faith, one baptism, one God and Father
of all, who is above all, through all, and
in you all. But unto every one of us is
given grace according to the measure
of the gift of Christ; wherefore he saith
when he ascended on high, He led
captivity captive, and gave gifts unto
men. Now that he ascended, what is it
but that he also descended first into the
lower parts of the earth. He that descended is the same that ascended far
above all heavens that he might fill all
things. And he gave some apostles, and
some prophets, and some evangelists,
and some pastors and teachers, for the
perfecting of the saints, for the work of
the ministry, for the building up- the
edifying - of the Body of Christ, till we
all come in the unity of faith, and of the
knowledge of the Son of God, unto a
perfect man, unto the measure of the
stature of the fullness of Christ; that we
henceforth be no more children tossed
to and fro, and carried about with every
wind of doctrine by the sleight of men
and cunning craftiness whereby they
lie in wait to deceive, but speaking the
truth in love may grow up into him, in
all things which is the head, even Christ,
in whom the whole body, fitly joined
together and compacted by that which
every joint supplieth, according to the
effectual working in the measure of
every part, maketh increase of the body
unto the edifying of itself in love."
(Ephesians 4:4-16).
Ye Are Yet Carnal
Thus far we have been studying
some of the things that the Church is
NOT. But now let us seek to discover
what the Bible says the Church really
IS. You will remember that we mentioned a large number of the religious
denominations of the world, and these
organizations run up into many hundreds. Let me now refer you to a passage of Scripture that is found in 1
Corinthians 1:10-12, "Now I beseech
you brethren, by the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same
thing, and that there is no divisions
among you, but that ye be perfectly
joined together in the same mind and in
the same judgment. For it hath been
declared unto me of you, my brethren,
by them that are of the house of Chloe,
that there are contentions among you.
Now this I say, that every one of you
saith lam of Paul, and I am of Apollos,
and I of Cephas, and I of Christ." If the
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apostle Paul was living in our day, he
would have gone on to say, 'Every one
of you saith, I am Pentecostal, I am
Apostolic, I am Methodist, I am Presbyterian' - and he would have gone on
to name the whole list of denominations and sects and organizations that
in our time amount to some one thousand. Then he says in verse 13, "Is
Christ divided?" Now in the third chapter, beginning at the first verse, he says,
"And I brethren, could not speak unto
you as unto spiritual, but as unto carnal,
even as unto babes in Christ. I have fed
you with milk, and not with meat, for
hitherto ye were not able to bear it,
neither yet now are ye able. For ye are
yet carnal, for whereas there is among
you envying and strife, and divisions,
are ye not carnal, and walk as men? For
when one saith I am of Paul, and another I of Apollos, ARE YE NOT
CARNAL?"
Milk-Fed Babes
Mydearfriend, whatdoesthismean
to you - When you read that Paul says
there are divisions among you, therefore there must be heresies? Now let us
stop and think and let us wait on God
and pray and ask God what the trouble
is. Why is it that there were in the days
of Paul some 4 or 5 sects among the
Church and he called them all carnal
and he raked them over the coals for it.
And he showed them that because of
their canality they were nothing but
babies, and they could11ot be fed with
meat. They couid onix. 'have milk, because they were not ~ble to bear any
meat at all. In the 5thchapter of Hebrews, beginning to read in verse 12, it
says, "For when{or the time ye ought to
be teachers, ye have need that one teach
you again which be the first principles
of the oracles of God, and are become
such as have need of milk, and not of
strong meat. For every one that useth
milk is unsplled in the word of righteousness, for he is a babe. But strong
meat belongeth to them who are of full
age, even those who by reason of use
have their senses exercised to discern
both good and evil." Now my friends,
the apostles says that divisions among
the Corinthians caused them to remain
in a state of infancy - babyhood - so that
they could not eat of the strong meat of
the word of God. And because they
could only eat of the milk of the word
of God- then there was certainly something wrong. And when we consider
that we are far more divided than they,

how much of the Word of God do we
know? How much have we really got in
Christian experience? I tell you the
time has come when every one of us
ought to take stock of the present situation, and see if the Devil has not
blinded our eyes, and purposely divided us one from the other so that the
world would not believe. I declare
emphatically to you, my friend today,
that if you are in one of these organizations or sects or denominations you are
living contrary to the principles of the
Gospel of God ... you are absolutely
contrary to the Spirit of Christ, and you
are doing that which is dividing the
Body one from the other.
What About My Doctrine?
You may say, "Well, what is going
to happen to the thing that I believe, the
doctrine that I believe, the doctrine that
I have been taught, and have put so
much faith and confidence in, in the
years gone by?" But my friend I would
like to draw your attention to a scripture that is founded in the 28th chapter
of Isaiah. And I think that after you
have read this Scripture, in conjunction
with the Scripture that I have just quoted
from 1 Corinthians, chapters one and
three, (where Paul shows that those
who are dividing the Body are babies
and can only drink the milk of the
Word). You will agree that our conception of doctrine is most inadequate. We
read in Isaiah 28:9, "Whom shall he
teach knowledge, and whom shall he
make to understand doctrine? Them
that are weaned from the milk, and
drawn from the breasts." Therefore, as
long as we are divided, and one says, "I
am of Paul", and another, "I am of
Apollos," and another, "I am of
Cephas," and another, "I am of Christ,"
- and we are all divided one from another, WE CANNOT KNOW DOCTRINE! We cannot understand doctrine! We have no business even trying
to teach doctrine. Oh! I know how
offended some people are going to be
when I tell them that they are but babes
and cannot understand doctrine! But,
my brother, as long as we are divided,
and have no love for our brother, then
hear the word of the Lord God Almighty as I read it to you from the
epistle of John; the second chapter and
verse 9, "He that saith he is in the light,
and hateth his brother, is in darkness
even until now. He that loveth his
brother abideth in the light, and there is
none occasion of stumbling in him. But

he that hateth his brother abideth in
darkness and walketh in darkness, and
knoweth not whither he goeth, because
the darkness has blinded his eyes."
Now I am quite aware that every one
will immediately say, "But I do not
hate my brother!" Yes, my friend, if
you are divided from your brother, you
do not love him. And if you do not love
him, thus saith the Word of the Lord,
"He that hateth his brother is in darkness and walketh in darkness, and
knoweth not whither he goeth, because
that darkness has blinded his eyes."
Denominational Strife
Now let me assure you of this, that
the sectarian system that we have followed all these many years is a system
that causes us to hate our brothers in the
Lord Jesus Christ. Denomination erects
a building on this comer, to worship
God-and the other builds another
"church" right across the street, lest the
opposition should get the best of them.
One sect sends a missionary to far
away heathen lands, and another sends
a missionary to the same land, lest the
first should get ahead of them. And I
have heard them say time and again,
"Unless we get in there first, some
other organization will get in there
ahead of us. 0 my dear brother, there is
dissension, variance, emulation, strife,
sedition, heresies, envyings, - and all
these things lead to murders, and to
hatred. "He that hateth his brother is a
murder. .. " My dear friend, the time has
come for us to find out what it is that is
causing us to be separated from all the
other brethren in Christ. Now you do
not need to put up the argument that
you do not see the way he does; my
friend, if you are separated from your
brother you are largely walking in darkness - and because you are walking in
darkness you have not a proper understanding of doctrine anyway. And any
doctrine upon which we are divided in
the church of the living God, it is because we do not see both sides of the
question.
As we mentioned, our division in
the Church because of doctrines is the
result of the darkness in which we have
been walking, through not discerning
the Lord's Body. Because we are sepa-:
rated one from the other we are largely
walking in darkness. And because we
are separated one from the other we are
largely walking in darkness. And because we are in darkness, we do not
have the ability to see and understand
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the Truth as it really is. And our conception of Truth is consequently very
one-sided and limited and partial. We
are very much like the six blind men
who went to examine the elephant, that
theymightcometosomeconclusionas
to what this strange creature was like.
Six men there were of Hindustan, to
learning much inclined,
Who went to see the elephant, and
all of them were blind,
That each by observation might satisfy his mind.
The first approached the animal,
and happening to fall,
Against his broad and sturdy side at
once began to bawl,
"I clearly see the elephant is very
much like a wall."
The second feeling 'round the tusk,
cried, "Oh what have we here,
Soveryroundandsmoothandsharp,
to me it is quite clear.
This marvel of an elephant is very
like a spear."
Thethirdreachedouthis eager hand,
and felt about the knee,
"What most this wondrous beast is
like, to me it's clear," said he,
"This marvel of an elephant is very
like a tree."
The fourth approached the animal,
and happening to take,
The squirming trunk within his
grasp, thus boldy up and spake,
"I see," quoted he, "The elephant is
very like a snake."
The fifth who chanced to touch the
ear, cried- "Why e'en the blindest man
Can see what this resembles mostDeny the fact, Who can?
This marvel of an elephant is very
like a fan."
Thesixthnosoonerhadbegunabout
the beast to grope,
Than seizing on the swinging tail
that fell within his scope,
"I see," quote he, "the elephant is
very like a rope."
And so these men of Hindustan,
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disputed loud and long,
Each in his own opinion exceeding
stiff and strong,
Though each was partly in the right,
They all were in the wrong.
Eyes, But We See Not
That is just the way it has been with us.
We have each been partly in the right.
We have all had a little part of the truth,
we have all been stiff and strong in our
opinion that we were absolutely right
in our doctrine and our understanding,
and we would not change under any
circumstances. But my dear brother, as
soon as we begin to walk in the light,
and love our brother, and refuse to
practice those things that divide us one
from another, we discover-Blessed be
the Name of the Lord - that revelation
from God will begin to flow, and the
God who made one faith, and one doctrine, and one baptism, and one Spirit,
will begin to shine His light into our
hearts, and we will begin to come together. I propose to show you from the
Word of God as the weeks go by how
that we can all be one- so that the world
will believe that there is something to
our Christianity. And we can and we
will, all be one. Did I not tell you earlier
thattheLordJesusChristprayedtothis
end? Let me read itto you in the closing
moments of this broadcast from the
17th chapter of the Gospel of John,
verse 9, "I pray for them; I pray not for
the world, but for them which thou hast
given me for they are thine; and all
mine are thine, and thine are mine, and
I am glorified to them." Now I want
you to notice that he says, "I pray not
for the world." That's what we have
been doing so much of praying for the
world. It's time .we start to pray for
ourselves: "Ipraynotfortheworld, but

for them which thou hast given me, for
they are thine." Now listen to verse 20,
"Neither pray I for these alone; but for
them also which shall believe on me
through their word, that they all may be
one... " Now notice that, "I pray for
them which shall believe on me through
their word, that they all may be one, as
thou Father art in me, and I in thee, that
they also may be one in us, that the
world may believe that thou hast sent
me." Do you know what is wrong with
the sinner today, why he does not come
to the Lord Jesus Christ when we tell
himofthesalvationthatisChristJesus?
It is because he sees us all divided into
hundreds of sects and denominations
and every one of us claiming that we
are right, and all pretending to be going
to the same place. And when you meet
him on the street and say to him, "Why
do you not accept the Lord Jesus Christ,
as your personal Savior, "he looks about
him in bewilderment and says, "Which
one of all this crowd of churches is
right"? My brother, let us remember to
heed the words of the Lord Jesus Christ
when he prayed, "that they all may be
one, that the world may believe that
thou hast sent me." And if Jesus Christ
prayed to His father that they all may be
one, I declare unto you that is possible
for us all to be one. God's word teaches
us, and I will sow you from God's Word
- that it is possible for us to have one
Lord, and one faith, and one doctrine,
and one God, and one baptism,- and to
be one in fellowship and love and unity,
and harmony-one glorious Church
without spot and without wrinkle, or
any such thing, but holy and without
blemish.
(Continued in next issue)

Please be advised that our

PARK VALLEY
LABOUR DAY
WEEKEND

CARIBBEAN CAMP
will be held in Trinidad
DATE:
August 4-11, 2002
CONTACT PERSON
Crafton Lewis
Holder's Terrance
Stanislaus St.
Success Village, Laventille
Trinidad, West Indies
Ph: 868-623-1141
Fax: 868-623-1684
email: craflew@hotmail.com

Held at Ragnar
Aarrestad's Farm
Starts Friday,
Aug. 30/02 at 5:00 p.m.
and ends Monday, Sept. 2102
at 1:00 p.m.
Contact: Ragner Aarrestad
Box 515,
Debden, SK,
SOJOSO
Phone(306)469-4962

PINELOW SUMMER CAMP
North of Spokane - August 12 - 18, 2002
From Spokane, North on Hwy 395 toward Coleville,
past Loon Lake 3.1 miles or 5 km, turn east
on Deer Lake North Road 1. 7 miles or 2-3/4 km to Pinelow Park.
Adults - $65.00, Children ages 3 - 11 - $30.00,
Family Rates with children 19 & Under - $225.00

DATES OF IMPORTANCE

West Indies Camp
Trinidad
Contact Crafton Lewis
Email craflew@hotmail.com
Phone (868) 623-1141

Contact: Raymond Udoh
or Cyprian J. Edwards
P.O. Box253
ETINAN
lkot Edibon
Akwa lbom State, NIGERIA

WINKLER
LABOUR DAY
WEEKEND
CAMP

Send reservations to:
NOTE: Daryl Martz Is taking reservations for Pinelow Camps.
Fax: (604) 795-5365 Email: martz@shelbrook.ca
(NO PETS)
CAMPGROUND REGISTRATION
STARTS AT 4:00P.M. AUGUST 12, 2002

Illinois Gathering (King's House) ............................. May 3-5,
North Battleford Camp ................................ June 30- July 7,
North Carolina Camp, Salisbury, NC .......... July 28 -Aug. 4,
Trinidad, West Indies Camp ................................ Aug. 4 - 11,
Pinelow Summer Family Camp ........................ Aug. 12 - 18,
Young Peoples- Hidden Acres, ON .......... Aug. 30- Sept. 2,
Young Peoples- Park Valley, SK .............. Aug. 30- Sept. 2,
Family Camp - Winkler, MB ...................... Aug. 30 - Sept. 2,
Pinelow Fall Family Camp ................................... Nov. 8- 11,

FOR NIGERIAN CAMP
MEETING INFORMATION

2002
2002
2002
2002
2002
2002
2002
2002
2002

Held at
Winkler Bible Camp
Starts Friday, Aug. 30
evening meal and ends
after breakfast
Monday,
Sept. 2, 2002.
RESERVATIONS
ARE NECESSARY.
Please contact:

Bob Waldner
Box205

Pinelow Camps
Contact Daryl Martz

ALTONA, MB

Email martz@shelbrook.com
Phone (604) 858-9009

(204) 324-5963

NORTH CAROLINA CAMP MEETING
July 28 - August 4, 2002
Catawba College, Salisbury, NC
Catawba College, site ofthe camp, is located in the town of Salisbury, NC, about 40 miles
from either Charlotte and High Point via Interstate Hwy 85. The campus is about 3 miles
west of Interstate 85 at Exit 76-B on West Innes Street (Hwy. 601) and can also be
reached from the west and Interstate 40 via Hwy 601 or Hwy 70.
You may bring linens (single bed), towels, &pillows, or these can be rented at the camp
for $5 per set.
Check-in time begins at 2:00p.m. on Sunday, July 28. Meals will be served in the college
dining hall beginning at 5:00p.m. on Sunday, July 28, followed by the first meeting at 7:30
p.m. The camp will conclude with the noon meal on Sunday, August 4.
Buildings are air conditioned. Swimming pool, gym, and other recreational facilities are
available.
CHARGES FOR ROOM & BOARD:
Age 0 - 3 - No charge
Age 4 - 7 - $55.00 per week or $11.00 per day
Age 8- Adult- $80.00 per week or $16.00 per day
SEND RESERVATIONS TO:
Global Missions Regional Camp
c/o Mrs. Anita Love, 112 Queensbury Rd., Winston Salem, NC 27104
or call: Anita Love- 336-765-9271 or E-mail <ASLOVE1 @aol.com>.
Right arrangements may be made to Charlotte, NC. If you need transportation from
the airport, call Kim Kaufman at 704-583-0651 or e-mail him at
kkaufman@ carolina.rr.com
Those preferring to fly into Greensboro may contact Dave Heath for transportation
from the airport. Phone 336-841-0607 or e-mail <DDPack@ juno.com>.

ROGOBO

HIDDEN ACRES
FELLOWSHIP
SHAKESPEARE, ONTARIO
Friday, August 30
5:00 p.m. to Sept. 3, 2002
1:00p.m.

Please bring bedding, toilet
articles, musical instruments,
bibles,swimwear.
Cost will be
$20 - 13 years of age & older;
$10- 12 years of age & under;
or $50 per family.
Please send reservations to:

Garry Tyler, 360 Douglas Street,
Stratford, Ontario, N5A 5R3
or call (519) 271-7185 or
Kelvin Martin, 14 Dickens Place,
Stratford, Ontario, N5A 7G1
or call (519) 273-4581
or email:
garry.tyler@sympatico.ca

TRAVELLING
ELDERS
Frank Paterson
Mervin Sundbo

Albert Hannigan
Box206
SHELLBROOK, SK
SOJ 2EO
Phone: 306-747-3902
Fax: 306-747-2367
amhannigan@sk.sympatico.ca

A.M. Hinchllff
206-1172 -103rd St
NORTH BAffiEFORD, SK
S9A 1K6
Phone:306~5-3630
Fax:306~5-2170

12219-57thStreet
EDMONTON, AB
T5W 3W2
Phone: 780-477-6843
Fax: 780-471-9102
frankpat@telusplanet.net

P.O.Box71,
BIRCH HILLS, SK
SOJ OGO
Phone: 306-749·3187
msundbo@sk.sympatico.ca

G. Price
224-1 Oth Ave. South
CRANBROOK, B.C.
V1C2N4
Phone: 250-426-3251

E.H. Wanagas
1003-8340 Jasper Ave.
EDMONTON, AB
T5H4C6
Phone: 780-424·5058
Fax: 780-424-9722

a.hinchliff@sk.sympalico.ca
Richard Holt
901 Dorchester Drive
SARNIA,ON
N7V3A2
Phone:519-542~79

Fax: 519-542-7228
richardmholt@hotmail.com
R.H. Oldridge
1312-20 Harvest Rose Park
N.E.
CALGARY,AB
T3K4Z1
Phone/Fax: 403-226-7656

Non Profit
U.S. Postage Paid
Minden, NE 68959
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CALLED HOME
Gwen Meyers
Feb. 19,2002

Edmonton, AB

Carolyn Gossen
Feb.21,2002

Edmonton, AB

Ada "Fernella" Jarvis
March 16, 2002

Philadelphia, PA
Peter Siemens
2003 - 4353 Halnax St.
BURNABY, BC
V5C5Z4
Phone: 604-291-1887
Fax: 604-291-7847

A.V. York
Box 105
BATTLEFORD, SK
SOE OEO
Phone: 306-937-2482
Fax: 306-937-2324

M.A. Smith
#5-14816-45 Ave.
EDMONTON, AB
T6H 5M5
Phone: 780-434-0347
Fax: 780-430-9283
mervins@ shaw.ca

TRAVELLING DEACONS
J.D. Cornell
Box 161
ELBURN, IL
USA, 60119
Phone: 630-365-5358

C. lewis
Holder's Terrace
Stanislaus St.
SUCCESS VILLAGE, Laventille
Trinidad, West Indies
Phone: 868-623-1141
Fax: 868-623-1684
craftew@hotmail.com

Robert Persaud
P.O. Box 10923
GEORGETOWN, Guyana
South America
Phone: 592-2-65316
Fax: 592-2-73358
trebor@ guyana.net.gy

hannigan3@juno.com

P.J.Mathew
43 Upland Ave.,
WHITE PLAINS, NY
USA,10604
Phone/Fax: 914-946-2568
pjmalhew@juno.com

A. Snoke
423 LaKemper Court
METAMORA, IL
USA, 61548
Phone & Fax: 309-383-2613
snoke@juno.com

G. James
P.O. Box34
SAN FERNANDO, Trinidad
West Indies
Phone: 868-652-5520
Fax: 868-652-0924
gospeloflhekingdom @yahoo.com

T.R. Miller
Box 39,
SIDNEY,MB
ROH 1LO
Phone: 204-466-2673
Fax: 204-466-2950
sharongospel@hotmail.com

N.Swaan
410 Queen Street
KINCARDINE, ON
N2Z2R2
Phone: 519-396-4416
Fax: 519-396-3520
nswaan@ hotmail.com

E.L. Olson
Box934
NORTH BATTLEFORD, SK
S9A2Z3
Phone: 306~5-2581

Richard Yaskiewicz
310 Holyoke Rd.
Greensboro, NC
USA 27406
Phone: 336-674-9406
ryaskiewicz@ juno.com

Fax:6~365-1415

jerrycor@ juno.com

Brian Hannigan
1842 -110th Street
NORTH BAmEFORD, SK
S9A2Z7
Phone:306~6-4802

Fax:3~5-7820

globalinc@sk.sympatico.ca
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