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Headship 
By P.A. Siemens 

When we speak about headship, we 
are speaking about a theocracy. We are 
also talking about the kingdom of God, 
because the kingdom is a theocracy and 
not a democracy. Theocracy is God rul­
ing, democracy is weak because it is the 
rule of man. 

Isaiah 3:12 is the opposite of head­
ship, or theocracy; it says, "As for my 
people, children are their oppressors, 
and women rule over them. 0 my peo­
ple, they which lead thee cause thee to 
err, and destroy the way of thy paths." In 
other words, they destroy God's ways. Is 
this not the trend of our day, especially 
since the hippie movement (the drug 
movement), children have become our 
oppressors, and since the ' women's lib 
movement', women are having more 
authority in many areas, and it is affect­
ing the church. 

I Corinthians II :3 says, "But I would 
have you know, that the head of every 
man is Christ; and the head of the woman 
is the man; and the head of Christ is 
God." Authority from God to the young­
est child, but different levels of author­
ity; God our Father is head of all, Christ 
is the head of the Church, apostolic min­
istries set by Christ head of universal 
church, local elders set hy ministries 
head of local churches, travelling dea­
cons helpmeets to apostolic ministries, 
local church deacons helpmeets to local 
church elders, - same relationship as 
husband and wife, same submission. 
When I was a travelling deacon, I hon­
oured the Brethren as my head, it gave 

me great peace, also authority when 
needed, because I was speaking for the 
Brethren. 

Universal Church made up of local 
churches and members of the body of 
Christ scattered throughout the earth, are 
the responsibility of apostolic ministries; 
local churches made up of families are 
the responsibility of elders and deacons. 
The father is the head of the home, the 
wife is his helpmeet (elder and deacon­
ess). When husband is at work or away 
from home, the wife takes the responsi­
bility ofheadship. Headship really means 
the ruler, whether it be the home, local 
church, or universal church. When fa­
ther and mother go out for the evening 
and have mature children, they can des­
ignate authority to one of the children, 
and any disobedience to the one respon­
sible, is disobeying father and mother 
and God, and will be accountable. God 
recognizes every level of authority; this 
is headship, and submission is what will 
bring the kingdom. 

Before the Move of the Spirit, if chil­
dren disobeyed unbelieving parents and 
went to church, they were wonderful 
Christians; if wives of unbelieving hus­
bands went to church, they were won­
derful Christians. But, in the early part of 
the Move, the Brethren taught headship 
and submission, and if parents did not 
want you to go to church, you stay at 
home, and if an unbelieving husband 
wanted you to stay home, in submission 
to your husband you would stay home, 
and the Brethren said, by submitting 

God would make up to you everything, 
so that you would not be behind in any 
truth, and that by submitting, you could 
win your husband. Submission is pow­
erful and will bring peace into our lives. 
I knew of a sister whose husband wanted 
her to come to the bar with him; she 
went, and he did not expect her to take a 
drink. It only happened once as far as I 
can remember. After that he came to 
church a number of times. 

Exodus 18: 25-27 talks about differ­
ent levels of headship, and that headship 
means, to be rulers. Verse 15 ''And Mo­
ses chose able men out of all Israel, and 
made them heads over the people, (is this 
not what Christ has done?) rulers of 
thousands, rulers of hundreds, rulers of 
fifties, and rulers of tens." Notice the 
heads were rulers. Verse 26 "And they 
judged the people at all seasons: the hard 
cases they brought unto Moses, but every 
small matter they judged themselves." Is 
this not the way the Church functions? 
The parents bring the hard things to the 
elders, the elders bring the hard things to 
the ministries, the ministries bring the 
hard things to the Lord in prayer for 
wisdom. So you can see there is great 
authority in submission. 

We'll go back to I Corinthians, I Cor. 
II :4-9. Verse 4 "Every man praying or 
prophesying, having his head covered, 
dishonoureth his head (Christ). Verse 5 
"But every woman that prayeth or 
prophesieth with her head uncovered 
dishonoureth her head: (Doesn't it speak 
for itself? If a man has to remove his hat 
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to honour his head, then it is saying here 
that a woman must put on a hat to honour 
her head) ... for that is even all one as if 
she were shaven." Verse 6 "For if the 
woman be not covered, let her also be 
shorn: but if it be a shame for a woman to 
be shorn or shaven, let her be covered." 

In 1945 during the war, I was in 
Holland. We fought from Good Friday 
evening to Easter Sunday Morning to 
take this city in Holland. So my gunner 
and I toured the city. That evening, the 
Dutch people found a Dutch woman 
collaborator, took her to a public place, 
in front of a crowd of people and shaved 
her hair offher head, the greatest embar­
rassment for any woman. 

What Paul is saying here, it is just as 
wrong to be without a covering, as to be 
shorn or shaven. The coverings in the 
Church seem to be getting smaller and 
smaller, and I've also noticed some that 
were wearing coverings, are now with­
out. I know you can wear the biggest hat 
and not be in submission, but not to wear 
a head covering is not being submissive. 

Verses 7 and 8, "For a man indeed 
ought not to cover his head, forasmuch 
as he is the image and glory of God; but 
the woman is the glory of the man. For 
the man is not of the woman; but the 
woman ofthe man (his helpmeet)." 

Ephesians 4:15, 16 "But speaking the 
truth in love, may grow up into him in all 
things, which is the head, even Christ 
(head of the Church). From whom the 
whole body fitly joined together and 
compacted by that which every joint 
supplieth, according to the effectual 
working in the measure of every part, 
maketh increase of the body unto the 
edifying of itself in love." 

Ephesians 5:21-32 "Submitting your­
selves one to another in the fear of God. 
V. 22 Wives, submit yourselves unto 
your own husbands, as unto the Lord (by 
submitting unto your husband, you are 
submitting unto the Lord). V. 23 For the 
husband is the head of the wife, even as 
Christ is the head of the church, and he is 
the saviour of the body (as Christ has and 
is doing everything for the Church so to 
bring into full relationship with the Fa­
ther, so the husband should do every­
thing to bring his wife and family into 
fullrelationshipwithChrist,hishead) ... ". 
V. 24 ''Therefore as the church is subject 
unto Christ, so let the wives be to their 
own husbands in evecy thing." What a 
statement! Not just if you feel like it, or 
you think it is right, even as this sister 
went to the bar with her own husband. 

There is no strife in a home where 
there is submission; there is no discord in 
the Church where there is submission. 
The kingdom would come when the will 
of the Father is done on earth, as it is in 
heaven. When we talk about submis­
sion, we do not tolerate physical or ver­
bal abuse, and this will not happen if the 
husband loves his wife, or parents love 
their children. 

Verse 25 "Husbands, love your wives, 
even as Christ also loved the church, and 
gave himself for it: V. 26 That he might 
sanctify and cleanse it with the washing 
of water by the word, V. 27 That he 
might present it to himself a glorious 
church, not having spot or wrinkle, or 
any such thing: but that it should be holy 
and without blemish. V. 28 So ought 
men to love their wives as their own 
bodies. He that loveth his wife loveth 
himself. V. 29 Forno man ever yet hated 
his own flesh: but nourisheth and 
cherisheth it, even as the Lord the church: 
V. 30Forwearemembersofhis body. of 
his flesh. and of his bones." If we could 
fully comprehend what this verse means, 
it would transform our lives, to be mem­
bers of His body, His flesh, and His 
bones. He is speaking here of the Resur­
rected Christ, who is seated at the right 
hand of the Father, not as a spirit, but in 
His resurrected body. 

Verse 31 "For this cause shall a man 
leave his father and mother, and shall be 
joined unto his wife, and they two shall 
be one flesh. V. 32 This is a great mys­
tery: but I speak concerning Christ and 
the church." It is because of this union 
that Christ is our head, and hath raised us 
up together and made us sit together in 
heavenly places in Christ Jesus; this in 
reality is our position in Christ Jesus. 

I Peter 3:1-7 "Likewise, ye wives, be 
in subjection to your own husbands; (for 
they are the head) that, if any obey not the 
word, they also may without the word be 
won by the conversation (behaviour) of 
the wives; V. 2 While they behold your 
chaste conversation (behaviour) coupled 
with fear. V. 3 Whose adorning let it not 
be that outward adorning of plaiting the 
hair, and of wearing of gold, or of putting 
on of apparel; (there is something far 
more beautiful). Verse4But let it be the 
hidden man of the heart, in that which is 
not corruptible, even the ornament of a 
meek and guiet spirit (submissiveness), 
which is in the sight of God of great 
price." That spirit and attitude is price­
less; it will bring peace to any home. 
That was the spirit of my mother; she 

wouldn't have to say a word, her pres­
ence said it all. 

Verse 5 of I Peter 3, "For after this 
manner in the old time the holy women 
also, who trusted in God, adorned them­
selves. being in subjection unto their 
own husbands: ... ". The beauty of sub­
mission, it outdoes any outward appear­
ance; it will manifest the love of God; it 
will make you beautiful. V. 6 "Even as 
Sara obeyed Abraham, calling him lord: 
whose daughters ye are, as long as ye do 
well, and are not afraid with any amaze­
ment. V. 7 Likewise, ye husbands, dwell 
with them according to knowledge, giv­
ing honour unto the wife, as unto the 
weaker vessel, and as being heirs to­
gether of the grace of life; that your 
prayers be not hindered." 

Our relationship in the home, in the 
local church, in the universal church is 
very important, that our prayer life be not 
hindered. A kingdom divided against 
itself cannot stand. Our lives are being 
tested as never before. We are seeing 
more separations, and divorces,- which 
would not happen if we followed God's 
pattern. We have lost elders, deacons, 
and other members of the Church, be­
cause of lack of submission, and hus­
bands giving up their headship. The hus­
band is the head of the home and if 
children rebel, or the wife rebels, he is 
still the head, even as Christ is the head 
ofthe Church. Look at the patience Christ 
has with us. He chastens us in order to 
bring the peaceable fruit of righteous­
ness, but He will always be the head. 

Romans 13: I "Let every soul be sub­
ject(in submission) unto the higher pow­
ers (authorities). For there is no power 
(authority) but of God: the powers (au­
thorities) that be are ordained of God. V. 
2 Whosoever therefore resisteth the 
power( authority), resisteth the ordinance 
of God (any resistance to any authority, 
is resisting God): and they that resist 
shall receive to themselves condemna­
tion. V. 3 For rulers (the heads of home 
and church) are not a terror to good 
works, but to the evil. Wilt thou then not 
be afraid of the power (especially when 
we realize all authority is of God)? do 
that which is good, and thou shalt have 
praise of the same: V. 4 For he is the 
minister of God to thee for good. (Every 
level of authority is of God and every 
disobedience shall receive a just recom­
pense of reward.) But if thou do that 
which is evil, be afraid: for he beareth not 
the sword in vain: for he is the minister of 
God (referring to any authority or head-



ship), a rewarder to execute wrath upon 
him that doeth evil." 

Verse 5 of Romans 13, "Wherefore 
ye must needs be subject, not only for 
wrath (judgment), but also for conscience 
sake." I thank God that He has given us 
eyes to see the order of the home, the 
church, and the Kingdom. Just think 

To desire means to have a deep long­
ing for, or to wish for. Desire can be for 
the carnal fleshly things of this life, for 
material things or the things of the Spir­
itual realm. 

In Luke 22: 15 Jesus said to his disci­
ples, "With desire I have desired to eat 
this Passover with you before I suffer: 
for I say unto y0u, I will not any more eat 
thereof, until it be fulfilled in the king­
dom of God." He wanted the fellowship 
of that Passover meal with the twelve 
that He had walked with and taught 
throughout the years of His ministry. 

At the end of the meal He took the 
loaf of bread and broke it and divided it 
among them saying, "this is my body 
which is given for you." He then blessed 
the cup saying that it was the new cov­
enant in His blood which was shed for 
them. By eating of the one loaf and 
drinking of one cup they were establish­
ing the unity that He desired among 
them. His instruction was that they should 
drink all of it, probably conveying a 
typical meaning concerning the cross 
that they would bear in the days ahead. 

Jesus spoke of the desire of many 
who had gone before as He ministered to 
the crowd who followed Him to the 
seashore ... Matthew 13: 16 "But blessed 
are your eyes, for they see: and your ears, 
for they hear. For verily I say unto you, 
That many prophets and righteous men 
have desired to see those things which 
ye see, and have not seen them; and to 
hear those things which ye hear, and 
have not heard them." What a privilege 
those followers had and what a privilege 
we have today. There was a hunger in 
the hearts of those prophets and right­
eous men that at the time could not be 
satisfied but which is being satisfied 
today in us by the moving of the Spirit of 
God. Our eyes are seeing and our ears 
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what a calamity it would be, if there was 
no authority in the world. The authorities 
we have in the world today are very 
weak, because of the weakness of man, 
but when God's theocracy shall rule, 
which is God ruling in and on earth, what 
a glorious day it will be, - complete 
submission to our head in love, from 

Desire 
By A. Hinchliff 

are hearing the marvellous things of the 
kingdom of God. 

In Hosea 6:6 God speaks to Israel, 
"For I desired mercy, and not sacrifice; 
and the knowledge of God more than 
burnt offerings." They were so intent on 
keeping the letter of the law that they 
paid no attention to the spirit of it. These 
words were the longing in the heart of 
God for His people. This scripture tells 
us what is in the heart of God and what 
He desires to see in His people. Psalms 
145:8 "the LORD is gracious, and full of 
compassion; slow to anger, and of great 
mercy. The LORD is good to all: and his 
tender mercies are over all his works." 

The book of proverbs describes how 
desire can be improperly directed. Prov­
erbs 21: I 0 "The soul of the wicked 
desireth evil: his neighbour findeth no 
favour in his eyes." Jesus taught us what 
our desires and relationship to our heav­
enly Father and our neighbour should 
be. Matthew 22:37 "Jesus said unto him, 
Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all 
thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with 
all thy mind. This is the first and great 
commandment. And the second is like 
unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as 
thyself. On these two commandments 
hang all the law and the prophets." 

Proverbs 13:14describesaverycom­
mon malady in our day. "The soul of the 
sluggard desireth, and hath nothing: but 
the soul of the diligent shall be made fat." 
(A sluggard is a lazy person.) Diligence 
and hard work will pay off. There may be 
hardships and set backs but God's prom­
ise will eventually come to pass. Paul 
deals with the sluggard in his letter to the 
Thessalonians. II Thessalonians 3:10 
"For even when we were with you, this 
we commanded you, that if any would 
not work, neither should he eat. For we 
hear that there are some which walk 

children to parents, wives to husbands, 
husbands to elders, elders to ministries, 
ministries to Christ, and Christ to God. 

I Corinthians 15:28, "And when all 
things shall be subdued unto him, then 
shall the Son also himselfbe subject unto 
him that put all things under him, that 
God may be all in all." 

among you disorderly, working not at 
all, but are busybodies. Now them that 
are such we command and exhort by our 
Lord Jesus Christ, that with quietness 
they work, and eat their own bread." 
Proverbs 22:29 "Seest thou a man dili­
gent in his business? he shall stand be­
fore kings; he shall not stand before 
mean men." 

The flesh has many desires, all of 
which must be overcome if we are to 
enter the Kingdom of God. Galatians 
5:24 "And they that are Christ's have 
crucified the flesh with the affections 
and lusts." The glorious thing is that we 
can have the victory through Christ. 
Ephesians 2: I "and you hath he quick­
ened, who were dead in trespasses and 
sins; Wherein in time past ye walked 
according to the course of this world, 
according to the prince of the power of 
the air, the spirit that now worketh in the 
children of disobedience: Among whom 
also we all had our conversation in times 
past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the 
desires of the flesh and ofthe mind; and 
were by nature the children of wrath, 
even as others. But God, who is rich in 
mercy, for this great love where with he 
loved us, Even when we were dead in 
sins, hath quickened us together with 
Christ, (by grace ye are saved;)" 

Don't forget, we are going to have a 
battle. Jesus gave this warning to Simon 
Peter after He had told him and His other 
disciples of His appointment of them to 
His kingdom and the place in which they 
would serve in that kingdom. Luke 22:31 
"And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, be­
hold, Satan hath desired to have you. 
that he may sift you as wheat: But I have 
prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not: and 
when thou art converted, strengthen thy 
brethren." Thank God for His faithful­
ness to us. 
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We can he lp ourselves a great deal. 
We read in Proverbs 23: I "When thou 
sittest to eat with a ruler, consider dili­
gently what is before thee: And put a 
knife to thy throat, if thou be a man given 
to appetite. Be not desirous of his dain­
ties: for they are deceitful meat." Daniel 
and the three other Hebrews who were 
taken captive to Babylon purposed in 
their hearts that they would not defile 
themselves with the dainties from the 
king's table. Daniel I :8 "But Daniel 
purposed in his heart that he would not 
defile himself with the portion of the 
king' s meat, nor with the wine which he 
drank: therefore he requested of the pri nee 
of the eunuchs that he might not defile 
himself." 

We must heed the instruction of the 
apostle Paul. Galatians 5:25 "If we live 
in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. 
Let us not be desirous of vain glory. 
provoking one another, envying one an­
other." Quoting the same scripture from 
the Living Bible. 

"If we are living now by the Holy 
Spirit's power let us follow the Holy 
Spirit's leading in every part of our lives. 
Then we won't need to look for honours 
and popularity, which lead to jealousy 
and hard feelings." Romans 12:21 "Be 
not overcome of evil, but overcome evil 
with good." 

There were those in Paul's day, of 
whom he warns Timothy, who did a lot 
of talking yet didn't understand what 
they were talking about. I Timothy I :5 
"Now the end (goal) of the command­
ment is charity (love) out of a pure heart, 
and of a good conscience, and of faith 
unfeigned: From which some having 
swerved have turned aside unto vain 

jangling; Desiring to be teachers of the 
law; understanding neither what they 
say, nor whereof they affirm." Sad to 
say, there are many of the same today of 
which the church needs to be careful. 

The Holy Spirit divides the gifts of 
the Spirit for the benefit of all the mem­
bers of the body of Christ and in fact for 
the population of the whole earth. For the 
purpose of accomplishing God's pur­
pose we are instructed in I Corinthians 
14:1 "Follow after charity (love), and 
desire spiritual gitis, but rather that ye 
may prophesy." If the person operating 
the giti does so to demonstrate their 
spirituality it will be as a tinkling symbol 
or sounding brass. We must seek and 
desire spiritual gifts in order to minister 
edification to the church and to the world. 

In Paul's instruction concerning elders 
we read this. ITimothy 3: I "This is a true 
saying, If a man desire the office of a 
bishop (overseer or elder), he desireth a 
good work." If a man's desire for 
eldership is a carnal desire where his 
ambition is to be a lord over the church 
it is wrong. A man's desire should grow 
out of a spiritual father's concern for the 
people of God. I Peter 5:2 "Feed the 
flock of God which is among you, taking 
the oversight thereof, not by constraint, 
but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of 
a ready mind; Neither as being lords over 
God's heritage, but being ensamples to 
the flock ." 

God desires truth and wisdom in His 
people. Psalms 51 :5 "Behold, I was 
shapen in iniquity, and in sin did my 
mother conceive me. Behold, thou 
desirest truth in the inward parts: and in 
the hidden part thou sha lt make me to 
know wisdom. Purge me with hyssop, 

and I shall be clean: wash me, and I shall 
be whiter than snow." 

Isaiah wrote of the longing of his 
heart. It was something that stayed with 
him day and night. Isaiah 26:9 "With my 
soul have I desired thee in the night; yea. 
with my spirit within me will! seek thee 
early: for when thy judgments are in the 
earth, the inhabitants of the world will 
learn righteousness." Proverbs 21 :20 
"There is treasure to be desired and oi l in 
the dwelling of the wise; but a foolish 
man spendeth it up." We think of the o il 
as the anointing of the Lord who in His 
graciousness has poured out His Holy 
Spirit upon us. 

II Corinthians 5: I " For we know that 
if our earthly house of this tabernacle 
were dissolved, we have a building of 
God, a house not made with hands, eter­
nal in the heavens. For in this we groan, 
earnestly desiring to be clothed upon 
with our house which is from heaven: If 
so be that being clothed we shall not be 
found naked." We must make sure that 
we have enough in the heavenly realm 
to c lothe ourselves. It wou ld be a 
shame if when the Lord attempts to 
clothe us with that heaven ly house 
we don't have e nou g h m;.~terial to 
cover ourselves. I am sure that P;.~ul 
added thi s la st verse as a caution to 
us. The wonderful thin!.: is that we 
have this hope of putting on that 
eternal house .. . 

Psalms 37:3 ''Trust in the LORD, 
and do good; so shalt thou dwell in 
the land, and ve rily thou sha lt be fed. 
Delight thyself also in the LORD; 
and he shall give thee the desires of 
thine heart. Commit thy way unto 
the LORD: trust also in him ; and he 
shal l bring it to p;.~s s ." 

Retire ent 
With o ur sincere love and thanks to 

our brethren: A. Erwin Livingston and 
Peter W . Berg, for their many, many 
years of sincere, anointed and faithful 
ministry to the church, the body of 
Christ. 

We, as your brethren, wish to ex­
press our appreciation to you for the 
many times we have been privileged to 
travel together with you to many places 
and countries in our heavenly Father's 
vineyard . Somet imes through difficult 
ti mes v. hen we prayed and wept to­
gether. But there were more wonder-

ful, blessed times when we rejoiced 
together greatly as we witnessed the 
wonderful, blessed o utpouring and 
moving of God's Holy Spirit upon the 
church. 

So now, from all of us brethren and 
the whole c hurch, we pray God's con­
tinued blessing upon, with the best 
possible health and contentment dur­
ing your retirement years. May you 
continue to bloom and bear much fruit 
as you continue abiding in the vine, 
g rowing in the garden where God has 
planted you. 

Thank you again brethren with our 
sincere love and prayers rrom a ll the 
ministering brethren and the whole 
church. We remain united in o ne Spirit 
with you. God Bless You. We remain 
your brethren in Christ. 

A CALL TO PRAYER 
AND FASTING 

June 4- 10, 2000 
inclusive 
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Don't You Trust Me? 
One day a friend and I were driving to 

an appointment. The road we had to 
travel is notorious for being slippery 
when wet. It was wet and it was slippery. 
I have always been a nervous driver, and 
a very nervous passenger. Soon my friend 
realized I was frightened. She jokingly 
asked, "Don't you trust my driving?" Her 
words cut to the quick. Hadn't I heard 
those words somewhere else, just re­
cently. In that moment I remembered the 
many times I had gone to the Lord wor­
rying about a situation, and worrying, 
and worrying. And never letting go of 
that worry, until it had undermined my 
trust in the Lord, demanding He do some­
thing, my way, right now! 

I had seen my child trying to get into 
a certain line of studies. That child had 
worked so hard I just felt the Lord couldn't 
refuse her request. I banged on the gates 
of heaven with my demands, day in and 
day out. Surely the Lord would hear my 
request and see to she got into that school. 
Then I heard that still small voice say, 

"Don't you think I know what is best for 
her." And I was quiet, finally with the 
knowledge He had heard, and He did 
know the end from the beginning where 
my child was concerned. I left her in His 
care. She has recently convocated with a 
degree, in a line of work that will uplift 
and bless many in days to come. God 
knew. 

My husband and I were travelling to 
visit his family. I received the itinerary 
some time before we left. We were to 
change airlines in a large city. I was 
concerned because we had only minutes 
to change from one airline to another; 
The airport is large, with three tenninals. 
How would we ever find the airline in an 
unfamiliar place in such a short time? 
Every time I passed the desk where the 
tickets lay, I asked the Lord for help. The 
morning finally came for us to leave. As 
we approached the ticket counter the 
clerk asked if we minded taking an early 
flight, seeing they had over booked. 

Would you mind going "first class;') 

I couldn't believe the Lord had supplied 
such an easy solution, in such a "first 
class" manner. We had lots of time to 
find the next airline. God knew how to 
give us more time! 

One winter many years ago we were 
short on cash. I was on my way to town. 
Number one on my list wasapairofmitts 
for my boy. Mitts in the wintertime in our 
country are a necessity. But I knew what 
l had in my pocket, and I thought l knew 
what was in the bank account. There was 
not enough to buy mitts. Again I heard 
that comf011ing voice, "I will provide 
more than enough." When I got to town, 
I first went for the mail. In the mail was 
our bank statement, with the interest on 
our account for the last year. I had more 
than enough to buy my boy mitts. God 
knew my need. God provides. 

Little by little I am learning that God 
knows what is best f(x me and my fam­
ily . God knows what we need. And God 
provides. Can I trust Him'! Yes, I can. 

- A Mother in the Church 

The Threshing Floor 
In the primarily agricultural based 

economy of the Israelites the threshing 
floor was a very important focal point of 
the community. Many months of labour 
such as plowing, planting, watering, were 
all invested so that there would be a 
harvest of grain to feed the population. 
The grain was cut, tied into bundles and 
carried to the threshing floor. The 
payback for the year's effort would now 
be known, by quantity and quality. The 
majority of the material carried to the 
floor was not the seed itself but the straw 
and chaff which was once green and 
nu11ured the grains in the head. 

At this point the grain plant is com­
pletely dried and of a golden hue. Cra­
dled inside the delicatechaffis the sought 
after kernels. Each grain was hard and 
dry yet very much alive for if it would be 
planted it had the ability to grow into 
another whole plant just like the one on 
which it grew. This grain also had life­
giving ability within itself as food for 
those who ate it. 

By E. Hardi Kubassek 
The threshing floor was a busy place 

for many activities, in fact it became a 
community centre. We will focus on 
what happened to those many bundles of 
golden grain as they were processed. 
There were numerous methods through­
out history that the reapers used to ac­
complish the threshing. Included in what 
are called threshing tools was the sickle, 
a sharp instrument used to cut the plants 
off just above the ground. Flails of vari­
ous types were long sticks or sticks con­
nected by a flexible joint with which the 
bundles were literally beaten to cause the 
chaff to release the individual kerne ls. 
Yet another method used was to have 
oxen tread back and forth over the bun­
dle until the desired separation was ac­
complished. 

Once the straw, chaff and the grains 
were well beaten then the straw was 
lifted off and put aside, possibly to be 
used as animal fodder but never for 
human consumption. What was now left 
on the floor was quite messy to look at, 

a mixture of grain, chaff. and broken bits 
of straw. What was being processed here 
was food f(JI' human consumption and 
seed for next years crop. The threshing 
continued though it required other tools 
and means to complete the work. Using 
a hand held fan was a common tool 
which when waved back and forth cre­
ated a wind which caused the lighter 
materials such as dust and chaff to be­
come airborne and drift off with the 
breeze. This separation was also accom­
plished by filling baskets with the mix­
ture and slowly pouring it back onto the 
floor from some he ight. This is called 
winnowing. In this method the energy of 
the passing breeze was utilized. The 
heav ier grain fe ll straight down while the 
lighter undesirable portion was carried 
away with the wind. It would appear that 
the chaff and dust were actually burned 
being considered useless and a nuisance. 

Many are the spiritual lessons and 
metaphors in connection with what took 
place on the threshing floor. You may 
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already realize that which happened to 
the grain has been happening in your life. 
Numerous prophets spoke by the Spirit 
and related their message to this com­
monly understood procedure. The nu­
merous references by Jesus and others in 
the New Testament to grain also helps us 
to relate this threshing process to the 
Kingdom of God and our preparation 
and place in it. 

Fan in His Hand 
"I indeed baptize you with water unto 

repentance, but He who is coming after 
me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am 
not worthy to carry. He will baptize you 
with the Holy Spirit and fire. His win­
nowing fan is in His hand, and He will 
thoroughly purge His threshing floor, 
and gather His wheat into the barn; but 
He will burn up the chaff with 
unquenchable fire." Matt. 3:11&12. 

This scripture very powerfully por­
trays the purpose of Christ appearing 
among us. First of all we are to under­
stand the authority with which He comes. 
He is not a man coming on His own 
appointment to promote a religious phi­
losophy. Jesus is commissioned by The 
Almighty Father, and is endued with His 
power to clean up the sin of all who 
inhabit the earth while gathering the 
purified grain into God's storehouse. 
The tools of His appointment are in His 
hand and the Holy Spirit within Him will 
ignite the flammable and undesirable 
chaff and dust. The work which He has 
set out to accomplish reaches far beyond 
what most Christians have understood 
or believe. 

We have often compared ourselves 
with others and concluded that we are 
holier and therefore have achieved what 
is acceptable with God. In the above 
verse there is the all-inclusive word "thor­
oughly". The purifying isn't complete 
until every impurity is dealt with and 
cleanliness meets His standard. The term 
"it is good enough" is foreign in God's 
vocabulary, and when we think or speak 
about spirituals let us avoid using it. 
Absolutes are very hard for finite human 
minds to relate to, it takes the illumina­
tion of the Holy Spirit for us to under­
stand anything that relates to God. 

Thank God for Job 
As individuals we who are willing to 

go on with God, will time and time again, 
sometimes seemingly continually find 
ourselves on the threshing floor. The 
many elements which press us down to 
the ground have often confused us into 
thinkingthatthe Lord has forgotten about 

us while Satan is beating on us. There 
isn't a better example that I know of than 
that of Job who in God's eyes was the 
most righteous person living on the earth 
at the time. Satan appeared in the pres­
ence of God one day, and God asked 
Satan if he had considered His servant 
Job. Satan knew Job very well for he had 
tried hard to tempt him without success. 
Satan actually complained that God had 
put a hedge around Job to protect him. 
Satan thought that Job only loved God 
because of His protection and the many 
financial blessings he enjoyed as part of 
his relationship. 

In a short overview, God allowed 
Satan to strip Job of all his family with 
the exception of His wife. Satan was not 
allowed to touch Job's life and God saw 
Job and His wife as one flesh. All of the 
wealth and children were destroyed in a 
matter of hours, but Job stayed true to his 
faith in God. Satan was not satisfied to let 
Job alone but had the audacity to suggest 
that if God would touch Job's skin he 
would in fact curse God. Job's wife was 
completely overwhelmed by grief and 
the terrible loss and told Job that he 
should curse God and die, as a relief from 
his agonizing state 1,\nd putrefying skin 
sores. 

This sort of threshing also threw Job 
off from his normal thinking and attitude 
toward the God He knew and loved. He 
in fact complained that this should not 
have been the lot of one who did many 
good deeds in caring for the poor and 
widows. Finally in his conversation with 
friends who thought they had the an­
swers to his problems. Job began ques­
tioning God. The end of Job was very 
blessed for he repented of his question­
ing of God's ways and decisions con­
cerning his life. Job also obeyed God in 
praying for and forgiving his friends. 
The Lord gave other children to Job and 
his wife, and the wealth of Job was 
doubled. The full value of this terrific 
threshing will not be told until ages to 
come. Job was a good man, but God saw 
an opportunity to make him a holy man, 
tried in the fire, yet true to the faith. The 
riches of Job's experience have helped 
untold millions through their darkest 
hour. Many stand in the presence of God 
and His holy angels today because they 
have been inspired by Job's persever-
ance. 

Personal Threshing 
There is a unique process ordained of 

God for each of us whom He has called. 
Our specific trials, testings, chastening, 

and refinement will bring us to sonship 
as we co-operate with our Lord. The first 
thought that comes to many minds is that 
God has forsaken us, otherwise this would 
not be happening. "This shouldn't hap­
pen to Christians." "God isn't holding up 
His end of our relationship." There are 
many other statements we make as we 
see our world crashing down around us. 
Satan is never far away and freely sug­
gests forsaking the Lord or that the Lord 
has abandoned us. Our own thoughts are 
our worst enemy. We try to understand 
what is going on in the spiritual realm 
with our earthly minds, and we just can­
not make sense of it. My prayer is that as 
you read this article you will be helped to 
see the purposes of God rather than 
allowing Satan to defeat you. 

The severity of the testings we face 
are relative to the measure of Spiritual 
growth we have attained. This should 
give us great comfort as well as prepara­
tion for what we have yet to face. "No 
temptation has overtaken you except 
such as is common to man; but God is 
faithful, who will not allow you to be 
tempted beyond what you are able, but 
with the temptation will also make the 
way of escape, that you may be able to 
bear it." I Cor. 10:13. 

Our Heavenly Father is very protec­
tive of us and He will never allow us to 
be pressed beyond measure. How often 
we have felt the threshing instrument 
flaying and have said, "This is more than 
I can bear." Recently I told the Lord that 
I was in an emotional hell, feeling that I 
was being tried beyond what I should 
have to bear. In a calm and loving voice 
the Saviour spoke so tenderly, "What 
you are going through isn't near! y as bad 
as hell, I know, I was there." In the flash 
of a moment I was given a sense of the 
reality of hell; The darkest of darkness 
filling a void space with shrill screams 
echoing as it were in bare cold concrete 
rooms. My emotions were being tried 
beyond anything that I had ever experi­
enced but my ordeal was pale in com­
parison to the desolation of hell. My 
nerves were frayed and weary but noth­
ing to be compared with those whose 
minds have been totally devastated and 
are confined to an insane asylum. 

There is a lot of suffering of every 
description among the saints of God. 
Satan is relentlessly looking for every 
opportunity to press us down and wear 
us out. In Daniel 7:25 we read that Satan 
will try to wear out the saints, but as we 
read on in verse 27 it becomes plain to 



see that "The kingdom and dominion 
shall be given to the saints of the Most 
High." In order for us to press on in God 
against such an onslaught we must clearly 
understand its purpose. The fire of puri­
fication is even more difficult to bear 
than the pain that one experiences when 
our body gets burnt. Even when our 
bodies are attacked by disease this is 
only the means of Satan to soften up our 
resolve to live holy and godly. The bom­
bardment of the mind with countless 
thoughts, fears, doubts and questions is 
where our greatest tests take place. Satan 
knows that he is not able to dissuade us 
when we are in our strength, and as a 
result will do everything in his power to 
bring us to a vulnerable weakened posi­
tion. 

Nothing can separate you! 
One line which Satan has so often 

used is to tell people that the Lord doesn't 
love them any more since they cannot 
feel His presence. "Who shall separate 
us from the love of Christ? Shall 
tribulation, or distress, or persecution, of 
famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 
As it is written: For your sake we are 
killed all day long. We are accounted as 
sheep for the slaughter. Yet in all these 
things we are more than conquerors 
through Him who loved us. For I am 
persuaded that neither death nor life, nor 
angels nor principalities nor powers, nor 
things present or things to come, nor 
height nor depth, nor any other created 
thing, shall be able to separate us from 
the love of God which is in Christ Jesus 
our Lord." Rom 8:35-39 

The Church's threshing. 
The individuals who make up the 

body of Christ are also collectively expe­
riencing the separation process. From 
the very beginning of Church history we 
find that not all individuals and groups of 
individuals were associated with the body 
for the right reasons. Some had evil 
intentions of infiltrating the church as 
satanic mercenaries to sabotage the fledg­
ling move of God. "For many walk, of 
whom I have told you often, and now tell 
you even weeping, that they are the 
enemies of the cross of Christ." Phil. 
3: 18 "I marvel that you are turning away 
so soon from Him who called you in the 
grace of Christ, to a different gospel, 
which is not another; but there are some 
who trouble you and want to pervert the 
gospel of Christ." Gal. 1: 6&7. 

"For certain men have crept in unno­
ticed, who long ago were marked out for 
this condemnation, ungodly men, who 
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turn the grace of our God into licentious­
ness and deny the only Lord God and our 
Lord Jesus Christ." Likewise these 
dreamers defile the flesh, rejecting au­
thority, and speak evil of dignitaries" 
Jude 4 & 8. We still find people who 
operate much like these reprobates of 
two thousand years ago. "But there were 
also false prophets among the people, 
even as there will be false teachers among 
you, who will secretly bring destructive 
heresies, even denying the Lord who 
bought them, and bring on them swift 
destruction. And many will follow their 
destructive ways, because of whom the 
way of truth will be blasphemed." 2 Pet. 
2: 1 &2. 

There is an ongoing separation tak­
ing place within the Church which ex­
poses those who are undermining the 
work of the Holy Spirit. Any opposing 
elements will eventually be exposed. 
Those who repent will be restored and 
will begin to contribute to the good of the 
whole body. Those who choose not to 
lend themselves to the Lord of the har­
vest will be removed by Him. "Little 
children, it is the last hour; and as you 
have heard that the Antichrist is coming, 
even now many antichrists have come, 
by which we know that it is the last hour. 

PINELOW 
FALL CAMP 

FAMILY CAMP 
November 9-12, 2000 
Contact: Daryl Martz 

604-858-9009 

PINELOW SUMMER 
CAMP 

North of Spokane -
August 7 - 13, 2000 

From Spokane, North on Hwy 395 to­
ward Coleville, past Loon Lake 3.1 
miles or 5 km, turn east on Deer Lake 
North Road 1.7 miles or 2-3/4 km to 
Pinelow Park. 

Adults- $65.00, 
Children ages 3 - 11 - $30.00, 

Family Rates with children 
19 & Under - $225.00 

Send reservations to: 
NOTE: Daryl Martz is taking reservations for 

Pinelow Camps. Phone (604) 8511-9009, 
e-mail martz@dowco.com 

(NO PETS) 
CAMPGROUND REGISTRATION 

STARTS AT 4:00P.M. 
AUGUST 7, 2000 

They went out from us, but they were not 
of us, they would have continued with 
us; but they went out that they might be 
made manifest, that none of them were 
of us." 1 John 2:18 & 19. 

(Continued in next issue) 

CALLED HOME 
Ted Ackerman 

Deacon - Church at 
Edmonton 

Edmonton, Alberta 
March 18, 2000 

WINKLER 
LABOUR DAY 

WEEKEND 
CAMP 

Held at Winkler 
Bible Camp 

Starts Friday, Sept. 1 
evening meal and ends 

after breakfast 
Monday, Sept. 4, 2000. 

RESERVATIONS 
ARE NECESSARY. 

Please contact: 
David Klassen, 

260 Main St. South, 
Winkler, MB, 

R6W2P5 
Phone (204) 325-7642 

HIDDEN ACRES 
FELLOWSHIP 
SHAKESPEARE, ONTARIO 

Friday, September 1, 
5:00p.m. to 

Monday, September 4, 2000 

1:00 p.m. 
Please bring bedding, toilet articles, 

musical instruments, bibles,swimwear. 
Cost will be 

$20 - 13 years of age & older; 
$10- 12 years of age & under; 

or $50 per family. 
Please send reservations to: 

Garry Tyler, 350 Douglas Street, 
Stratford, Ontario, N5A 5R3 

or call (519) 271-7185 or 
Kelvin Martin, 14 Dickens Place, 

Stratford, Ontario, N5A 7G1 
or call (519) 273-4581 
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CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

Richard Holt 
901 Dorchester Drive, 

Sarnia, Ontario N7V 3A2 
Phone (519) 542-6879 

MINDEN MEETINGS 
AT KEARNEY, 

NEBRASKA 
Sept. 22 - 24, 2000 

Contact: Duane J. Olson 
1552 M Road 

Minden, NE 68959 
Phone: 1-308-832-1712 

PARK VALLEY 
LABOUR DAY 

WEEKEND 
Held at Ragnar 

Aarrestad's Farm 
Starts Friday, Sept. 1 

at 5:00p.m. 
and ends 

Monday, Sept. 4, 2000 
at 1:00 p.m. 

Contact: Ragner Aarrestad 
Box 515, Debden, SK, 

SOJ OSO 
Phone (306) 469-4962 

DATES OF IMPORTANCE 
Camp North Battleford ................ 00 0000 0000 .... 00.000000 oo····· July 2 - 9, 2000 
North Carolina Camp Salisbury, NC 000000 .... July 30 - August 6, 2000 
St. Vincent, West Indies Camp 00 oo•oo 000000 ooooo• July 29 - August 6, 2000 
Pinelow Summer Family Camp ooOOOOoooooooooooooooooooo August 7-13, 2000 
Young Peoples- Hidden Acres, ON oooooooooooo•oooooooooo Sept. 1 - 4, 2000 
Young Peoples- Park Vally, SK OOOOOOOOoOOoOOOOOOOOoOOOOOOOo Sept. 1 - 4, 2000 
Family Camp - Winkler, MB ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo• Sept. 1 - 4, 2000 
Minden Meeting - Kearney, NE ooooooooooooooooooooo ..... Sept. 22 - 24, 2000 
Pinelow Fall Family Camp ooooooooooo .... oo .. oooooooooooooooooo Nov. 9 - 12, 2000 

NOTE: Daryl Martz is taking reservations for Pinelow Camps 
Phone 604-858-9009, e-mail martz@dowco.com 

NORTH CAROLINA CAMP MEETING 
July 30 - August 6, 2000 

Catawba College, Salisbury, NC 
Catawba College, site of the camp, is located in Salisbury, NC, about40 miles from either 
Charlotto and High Point via Interstate Hwy 85. The campus is about 3 miles west of 
Interstate 85 at Exit 76 on West Innes Street (Hwy. 601) and can also be reached from 
the west and Interstate 40 via Hwy 601 or Hwy 70. 

You may bring linens (single bed), towels, & pillows, or these can be rented at the camp 
for $5 per set. 

Check-in time begins at 2:00p.m. on Sunday, July 30. Meals will be served in the college 
dining hall beginning at 5:00p.m. on Sunday, July 30, followed by the firstmeetingat7:30 
p.m. The camp will conclude with the noon meal on Sunday, August 6. 

Buildings are air conditioned. Swimming pool, gym, tennis courts, other recreational 
facilities are available. 

CHARGES FOR ROOM & BOARD: 
Age 0 - 3 - No charge 
Age 3 - 6 - $50 per week or $1 0.00 per day 
Age 7- Adult- $75.00 per week or $15.00 per day 

SEND RESERVATIONS TO: 
Global Missions Regional Camp 

c/o Mrs. Anita Love 
112 Queensbury Rd., 

Winston Salem, NC 27104 
or call: Anita Love- 336-765-9271 or E-mail <ASLOVE1 @aol.com> 

Flight arrangements may be made to Charlotte, NC. If you need transportation from 
the airport, call Kim Kaufman at 704-583-0651 or e-mail him at 

<kim kaufman@ mindspring.com>. 

Those preferring to fly into Greensboro may contact Dave Heath for transportation 
from the airport. Phone 336-852-9016 or e-mail <DDPack@aol.com>. 

CARIBBEAN CAMP 
will be held in St. Vincent 

DATE: 
July 29 - August 6, 2000 

LOCATION: 
Grace and Truth Campsite at 

Layou, St. Vincent 
CONTACT PERSON 

Cephas Forde 
Camden Park P.O. 

Camden Park 
St. Vincent W.l. 

Tel: 784-457-7272 

The Sharon Star is a monthly paper, 
published and mailed out on the free-will 
offering plan, as a medium of information for 
all who are interested in the unfolding rev­
elation of the Word of God. 

Published by Sharon Children's Homes 
and Schools, Box 878, North Battleford, 
Saskatchewan, Canada, S9A 2Z3. 
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