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The Gospel Message

History's first two gospel messages
were preached by Peter after the mighty
infilling of the Holy Spiritin Acts chap-
ters 2 and 3. Much of the Truth first
mentioned by Peter in Acts 2 is re-
peated in his second message in Acts 3,
bearing witness of the powerful and
important fundamentals that would
become the foundation for the Gospel
of the Kingdom.

When combining these Divine truths
from both chapters, we will find that
Paul's preaching also covers the same
territory. It is easy to become side-
tracked in our study of the many won-
derful things that God has unfolded.
However, let us never forget the most
fundamental truths of the Gospel mes-
sage.

I will list some of these basic truths
inabrief format. [ encourage the reader
to read both chapters in their entirety
first.

1. The power and infilling of the
Holy Spirit. Acts 2:4 And they were all
filled with the Holy Spirit, and began to
speak with other tongues, as the Spirit
gave them utterance.

2. The promise of the gift of the
Holy Spirit to all. Acts 2:39 For to you
is the promise, and to your children,
and to all that are afar off, even as many
as the Lord our God shall call unto him.

3. The historic Jesus. He was a real
person, with an address. He was not a
mystical person. You could touch Him,
hear Him, and see Him. Acts 2:22 Ye
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men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus
of Nazareth, a man approved of God
unto you by mighty works and won-
ders and signs which God did by him in
the midst of you, even as ye yourselves
know;

4. He was crucified for our sins. He
was resurrected from the dead, that we
might have eternal life. Our lives were
bought with the precious blood of the
Holy Lamb of God. Acts 2:23-24 Him,
being delivered up by the determinate
counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye
by the hand of lawless men did crucify
and slay: whom God raised up, having
loosed the pangs of death: because it
was not possible that he should be
holden of it.

5. He was prophesied about in the
scriptures. Acts 2:25-35, Acts 3:18.

6. He is God's Messiah. The
"Christos" meaning "the anointed one".
God's Christ (anointed), the only be-
gotten Son of God. Acts 2:36 Letall the
house of Israel therefore know assur-
edly, that God hath made him both
Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom ye
crucified.

7. There is forgiveness through re-
pentance (changing our course of life,
feeling a Godly sorrow for our sin).
Acts 2:38 And Peter said unto them,
Repent ye, and be baptized every one
of you in the name of Jesus Christ unto
the remission of your sins; and ye shall
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

8. How the Church should conduct

itself: (Acts 2:42)

* And they continued steadfastly in
the Apostles doctrine.

* And fellowship,

* In the breaking of bread,

* And in prayer.

And what were the results of living
these truths? Acts 2:46-47 And day by
day, continuing steadfastly with one
accordin the temple, and breaking bread
at home, they took their food with
gladness and singleness of heart, prais-
ing God, and having favor with all the
people. And the Lord added to them
day by day those that were saved.

I encourage the reader to let these
wonderful fundamental truths be al-
ways alive in your heart. I encourage
the elders to, from time to time, remind
the congregation of these important
truths. It seemed to be important to
Paul and Peter to repeat these truths on
many occasions.

And for the reader that may not
know Christ as their Savior, that may
not have the assurance that they can lay
claim to forgiveness, and eternal life, I
close with this scripture.

Rom 10:9 Because if thou shalt con-
fess with thy mouth Jesus as Lord, and
shaltbelieve in thy heart that God raised
him from the dead, thou shalt be saved:
for with the heart man believeth unto
righteousness; and with the mouth con-
fession is made unto salvation. For the
scripture saith, Whosoever believeth
on him shall not be put to shame.
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The Fruit of the Spirit

I was privileged to be at one of the
elders and deacons meetings recently.
The theme of the meeting is found in
John 15:8 "Herein is my Father glori-
fied, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye
be my disciples.” Most of what was
ministered by the different brethren
was concerning the fruit of the Spirit.

In John 15:1-8 we find Jesus teach-
ing concerning the importance of the
fruit of the Spirit. Jesus is the true vine
to which the branches that bear the fruit
are attached. Without being joined to
the vine itis impossible to bear the fruit
of the Spirit. He said that His Father
was the husbandman. The husband-
man removes the branches that are not
bearing fruit. They only sap life from
the vine and do not produce anything of
value. He also removes badly formed
fruit.

In verse 5 Jesus informs us that He
is the vine and we are the branches.
That should take away any thought of
trying to walk alone and of trying to
produce fruit by our own effort. We
need the life that flows from the vine to
be able to produce anything that is
worthwhile. John 15:4 "Abide in me,
and L in you. As the branch cannot bear
fruit of itself, exceptitabide in the vine;
no more can ye, except ye abide inme."

From this passage of Scripture we
see what God wants and that is "Fruit."
John 15:8 "Herein is my Father glori-
fied, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye
be my disciples."” We must bear fruit to
be a disciple of Jesus.

InJohn 15:16 weread, "Ye have not
chosen me, but I have chosen you, and
ordained you, that ye should go and
bring forth fruit, and that your fruit
should remain: that whatsoever ye shall
ask of the Father in my name, he may
giveityou." Another word for ordained
is to destine. As His disciples it is the
mind and purpose of God that we should
go forth and bear fruit. The fruit should
be of such quality that it will remain.

~ When Paul wrote to the Romans his
desire was to have fruit produced among
them as it was produced among other
believers. Romans 1:13 "Now I would
not have you ignorant, brethren, that
oftentimes I purposed to come unto
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you, (but was let hitherto,) that I might
have some fruit among you also, even
as among other Gentiles."

In Romans 6:21-23 the apostle Paul
writes, and we see that God is inter-
ested in what our lives produce. "What
fruithad ye thenin those things whereof
ye are now ashamed? For the end of
those things is death." There was no
fruit borne of the Spirit of God. "But
now being made free from sin, and
become servants to God, ye have your
fruit unto holiness, and the end ever-
lasting life. For the wages of sin is
death; but the gift of God is eternal life
through Jesus Christ our Lord."

Here Paul questions them. '"What
fruit had ye then in those things
whereof ye are now ashamed?'' Ob-
viously there was no fruit of the Spirit
in their lives and the things that were
there only brought death. ''But now
being made free from sin, and be-
come servants to God, you have fruit
unto holiness.' The reward of this is
everlasting life contrasted with the
reward of sin which is death.

Our fruit is unto holiness. The
word holiness means pure, clean and
set apart for God. This is the criteria by
which we judge the actions of our lives.
God is interested in what our life pro-
duces.

In Rom. 15:25-28 we read of the
fruit of giving. Paul was on his way to
Jerusalem bearing the gifts of the saints
of Macedonia and Achaia which were
being sent for the poor Christians in
Jerusalem. Here he outlines our re-
sponsibility to those who have minis-
tered to us spiritual things when they
are in need. We have no responsibility
to give if there is no need. Giving is a
fruit of the Spirit when itis practised by
the leading of the Spirit of God.

In James 5:7 James tells us how the
husbandman has to patiently wait for
the fruit to develop on the vine. Christ
also waits patiently for fruit to grow in
ourlives. In verse 8 we are instructed to
be patient and to establish our hearts. In
other words set our hearts on the eter-
nal realm and wait patiently for the
appearing of Christ. Patience is also a
fruit of the Spirit.

Hebrews 10:36 "For ye have need
of patience, that, after ye have done the
will of God, ye might receive the prom-
ise. For yet a little while, and he that
shall come will come, and will not
tarry. Now the just shall live by faith:
but if any man draw back, my soul shall
have no pleasure in him. But we are not
of them who draw back unto perdition;
but of them that believe to the saving of
the soul."

In James 3:14-18 we are told of the
difference between the wisdom that is
from above and earthly carnal wisdom.
Envy and strife is from the carnal realm
but the wisdom that is from above, Vs.
17, is first pure, then peaceable, gentle,
and easy to be entreated, full of mercy
and good fruits, without partiality,
and without hypocrisy. Vs. 18 "And
the fruit of righteousness is sown in
peace of them that make peace."

Righteousness is a fruit of the
Spirit. Peacemakers sow this fruit.

In His teaching concerning the sower
and the seed Jesus especially mentions
the seed that fell on good ground. Luke
8:15 "But that on the good ground are
they, which in an honest and good
heart, having heard the word, keep it,
and bring forth fruit with patience." It
is important that we fill our hearts and
minds with the Word of God and walk
accordingly. Patience is a very im-
portant factor here. The fruit doesn't
appear immediately but it grows as we
patiently walk in the ways of the Lord.
Stay close to Him and He will make us
a partaker of His nature.

Romans 7:4 "Wherefore, my breth-
ren, ye also are become dead to the law
by the body of Christ; that ye should be
married to another, even to him who is
raised from the dead, that we should
bring forth fruit unto God. For when
we were in the flesh, the motions of
sins, which were by the law, did work
in our members to bring forth fruit unto
death. But now we are delivered from

the law, that being dead wherein we

were held; that we should serve in
newness of spirit, and notin the oldness
of the letter."

The product of our former marriage
to the law was sin and death but the



product of our marriage to Christ is
fruit unto God. We died to the law
which was given to bring us to Christ.

In Matt. 7:15-20 Jesus warns us to
beware of false prophets telling us that
we will know them by their fruits. He
asks, ""Do we get grapes from thorns
or figs from thistles." A good tree
produces good fruit but a bad tree evil
fruit.

My Dad was an avid horticulturist
and had a garden filled with many
kinds of fruit trees. The fruit of these
trees was checked and if the fruit was
not to his liking the tree was removed
and as Jesus said cast into the fire. One
thing noticeable was that the fruit of a
tree was consistent year after year. It
wasn't good one year and bad the next.
Soitis with people. A good tree brings
forth good fruit but a corrupt tree
brings forth evil fruit.

When Matthew wrote (Matt. 3:1-8)
concerning the Pharisees and Sadducees
coming to where John was baptizing,
he warned them to repent and flee from
God's judgment. The evidence of re-
pentance would be the fruit of their
lives. He warned that every tree that
didn't bring forth good fruit would be
cut down.

One thing we notice about fruit trees
is that the seed is in the fruit. Grapes
haveseedsin them; appleshave seeds
in them and you will find that every
kind of fruithas seeds in it. It is the seed
thatenables the tree to reproduce itself.
The seed of the kingdom of God is in
the fruit of the Spirit and it is that
seed that causes the reproduction in
the hearts and lives of the people of
the earth. The fruit of the Spirit is
absolutely necessary for the growth of
the kingdom of God. It will be the
planting of that seed that brings to pass
the prophecy of Jeremiah 31:34 "And
they shall teach no more every man his
neighbour, and every man his brother,
saying, Know the LORD: for they shall
all know me, from the least of them
unto the greatest of them, saith the
LORD: for I will forgive their iniquity,
and I will remember their sin no more."
The walk and life of the Christian, or
the seed of the kingdom that is pro-
duced in the fruit, will be planted in the
hearts of others and has such an impor-
tant part in the salvation of their
neighbours and friends. Seek God that
fruit may be produced in your life and
walk, and with the fruit comes the seed.

Jude 8-12 speaks of those who
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refuse to submit to the ministries and
elders that God has set in the church.
They speak in an evil way of those
placed by God. Michael the archangel
didn't even speak in an evil way to the
devil but left him for God to deal with.
So often people criticize things they
know nothing about. This scripture
speaks of those of the past who walked
in this way. In vs. 12 he speaks of these
people as trees whose fruit withers.
They are without fruit, dead and pulled
out by the roots.

Jesus was teaching in the temple
(Matt. 21:23) when the chief priests
and the elders of the people came to
Him questioning His authority to teach
the things concerning the Kingdom of
God. Jesus compared them to the hus-
bandmen to whom a vineyard had been
let out. The owner sent his servants and
even his son to collect the fruit of the
vineyard. They despitefully used them
even killing some, including his son.
The owner of the vineyard will destroy
those husbandmen and let out the vine-
yard to those who '"'will render him
the fruits in their season.' Matthew
21:43 "Therefore say I unto you, The
Kingdom of God shall be taken from
you, and given to a nation bringing
forth the fruits thereof." The kingdom
will be given to those who produce
fruit.

There are nine fruits of the Spirit
mentioned in Galatians 5:22 "But the
fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
longsuffering, gentleness, goodness,
faith, meekness, temperance: against
such there is no law." I suppose there is
an unlimited number of fruits of the
Spirit, some of which we have already
mentioned. These are all produced
by living and walking according to
the leading of the Spirit of God.

Ephesians 5:8-11 "For ye were
sometimes darkness, but now are ye
light in the Lord: walk as children of
light: (For the fruit of the Spirit is in all
goodness and righteousness and truth;)
Proving what is acceptable unto the
Lord. And have no fellowship with the
unfruitful works of darkness, but rather
reprove them." This scripture indicates
where we find the fruit of the Spirit. It
is in goodness, righteousness and
truth.

II Peter 1:3 "According as his di-
vine power hath given unto us all things
that pertain unto life and godliness,
through the knowledge of him that hath
called us to glory and virtue: Whereby

are given unto us exceeding great and
precious promises: that by these ye
might be partakers of the divine na-
ture, having escaped the corruption
that is in the world through lust. And
beside this, giving all diligence, add to
your faith virture; and to virtue knowl-
edge; And to knowledge temperance;
and to temperance patience; and to
patience godliness; And to godliness
brotherly kindness; and to brotherly
kindness charity. For if these things be
in you, and abound, they make you that
ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful
in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus
Christ. But he that lacketh these things
is blind, and cannot see afar off, and
hath forgotten that he was purged from
his old sins. Wherefore the rather, breth-
ren, give diligence to make your call-
ing and election sure: for if ye do these
things, ye shall never fall: For so an
entrance shall be ministered unto you
abundantly into the everlasting king-
dom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ."

In Col: 1:9-11 Paul writes to the this
church concerning the bearing of fruit.
"For this cause we also, since the day
we heard it, do not cease to pray for
you, and to desire that ye might be
filled with the knowledge of his will in
all wisdom and spiritual understand-
ing; That ye might walk worthy of the
Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful
in every good work, and increasing in
the knowledge of God; Strengthened
with all might, according to his glori-
ous power, unto all patience and
longsuffering with joyfulness; Giving
thanks unto the Father, which hath made
us meet to be partakers of the inherit-
ance of the saints in light: Who hath
delivered us from the power of dark-
ness, and hath translated us into the
kingdom of his dear Son: In whom we
have redemption through his blood,
eventhe forgiveness of sins." The bear-
ing of fruit is so important in the king-
dom of God.

James writes in chapter 3:13-15 of
the wisdom that is earthly, sensual and
devilish. This does not come from the
Lord. Vs. 16 "For where envying and
strife is, there is confusion and every
evil work." He goes on to describe the
wisdom that is from above. Vs. 17 &
18. "But the wisdom that is from above
is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and
easy to be entreated, full of mercy and
good fruits, without partiality, and
without hypocrisy. The wisdom of the
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Lord bears good fruit.

We are unable to bear and develop
the fruit that God wants by our own
efforts. This fruit comes by the work of
the Holy Spirit within us. It is "the fruit
of the Spirit." As Paul says, Gal. 5:16,
"Walk in the Spirit and ye shall not
fulfill the lust of the flesh."

Jesus told us in John 15:5, "I am the
vine, ye are the branches: He that
abideth in me, and I in him, the same
bringeth forth much fruit: for with-
out me ye can do nothing." The secret
of bearing the fruit of the Spirit is
abiding in Him. Vs. 8, "Herein is my
Father glorified, that ye bear much
fruit; so shall ye be my disciples." To
be His disciple we must abide in Him
and produce much fruit. Vs. 10, "If ye
keep my commandments, ye shall abide
in my love; even as I have kept my
Father's commandments, and abide in
hislove." We bear fruit by being joined
to the vine.

Galatians 5:17 For the flesh lusteth
against the Spirit, and the Spirit against
the flesh: and these are contrary the one

to the other: so that ye cannot do the
things that ye would. But if ye be led of
the Spirit, ye are not under the law.
Now the works of the flesh are mani-
fest, which are these; Adultery, forni-
cation, uncleanness, lasciviousness,
Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance,
emulations, wrath, strife, seditions,
heresies, Envyings, murders,
drunkeness, revellings, and such like:
of the which I tell you before, as I have
also told you in time past, that they
which do such things shall not inherit
the kingdom of God."

All fleshly works fit in with these
and work against the nature of Christ
which we received when we were born
again. The two natures are at war with
one another. The carnal nature, like a
condemned man, uses all its carnal
energy to overcome the condemnation
of the law, and the nature of Christ. If
we are led by the Spirit we overcome
the flesh and are not under the law. We
live on a level above the law which the
law does not touch. The law is for those
who sin. Walking in the flesh elimi-

nates any opportunity of inheriting the
kingdom of God.

I John 2:15 "Love not the world,
neither the things that are in the world.
If any man love the world, the love of
the Father is not in him. For all that is in
the world, the lust of the flesh, and the
lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is
not of the Father, but is of the world.
And the world passeth away, and the
lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of
God abideth for ever."

John sums up very well the work-
ing of the two natures. Love of the
world fosters the carnal nature. One
of the brethren explained very well
the things said by John. The lust of
the flesh is the desire to indulge;
the lust of the eyes is the desire to
acquire; the pride of live is the
desire to impress. These things all
belong to the world and the carnal
realm and will pass away. Let our
desire be to seek those things that are
eternal and glorify Him by the Spiri-
tual fruit manifest in our life and
walk.

Pray One For Another

James 5:1 - "Confess yourfaults one
to another, and pray one for another,
that ye may be healed. The effectual
fervent prayer of a righteous man
availeth much."

Quite some time ago I read some-
thing that has remained with me still.
The summation was simply that if we
would pray for others, we would not
have to pray for ourselves. The more I
thought aboutit, the more it made sense
to me. It would be an almost foolproof
way of praying unselfishly. Our needs
would be met, for as surely as we pray
for others, others would be praying for
us. I have since then attempted to make
a conscious effort of putting "others"
before "me" in my prayers. It has been
such a blessing to me. I thank God that
He places these things on our hearts,
for our personal growth, and to ulti-
mately uplift others.

The power found in prayer is not
‘new to any of us. The blessing is not
only on the one who is prayed for, by
way of answers in many forms, but also
on the one doing the seeking, on behalf
of the person or the problem at hand.

This truth, I'm sure, can be testified by
all. The blessing goes both ways. To
intreat Him on behalf of a brother or
sister is a very powerful thing; and
precious in the sight of the Lord is the
love we have one for another.

Praying to God for ourselves is es-
sential as we all, at times, must cry unto
God, "Lord be merciful to me a sinner."
There are many examples of personal
pleas to the Lord in the scriptures,
especially in the Psalms. He hears ev-
ery word concerning our poor hearts
and our cries for more of His Holy
Spirit. I do not by any means wish to
diminish the justified prayers we make
to the Lord for ourselves, but I do wish
to shed some light on the importance of
praying for each other.

We sometimes get caught up in our
own little web of commonplace prob-
lems, thinking we must continually
bombard God with them if we are to get
any results. This in itself is not bad, but
as Paul said, "and yetI show youamore
excellent way." This way is not flood-
ing the prayer lines of the Royal Tele-
phone, but instead finding yourself

being lifted out of your condition by
concentrating on other's needs more
than your own. This is not a new con-
cept.

I would like to reiterate that I am not
implying that praying for ourselves is
wrong or always selfish, but with pray-
ing rather for others, we achieve nu-
merous things. Here are some points
that have come to mind:

We humble ourselves. When put-
ting another's interests before our own
we are then humbled. Phil. 2:3,4 - "Let
nothing be done through strife or vain-
glory, but in lowliness of mind let each
esteem other better than themselves.
Look not every man on his own things,
but every man also on the things of
others." By praying for others, we are
serving them and in turn serving God.
Mark 10:43-45 - "But it shall not be so
among you: But whosoever will be
greatest among you, shall be your min-
ister: and whosoever of you will be the
chiefest, shall be servant of all. For
even the Son of man came not to be
ministered unto, but to minister, and to
give His life a ransom for many." If we



are to be like Jesus, we must learn to
serve, even as he served, and love even
as He loved. James 4:10 - "Humble
yourselfin the sight of the Lord, and He
shall lift you up." B

Wehave concern for others. Some-
times we hear of challenges others are
facing; other times a person may con-
fide their difficulty to you. By praying
for the need, the Holy Spirit will allow
you to feel their burden and even help
carry it for them. The workings of the
Holy Spirit are so wonderful and such
a blessed mystery in this way. Gal. 6:2
- "Bear ye one another's burdens and so
fulfill the law of Christ." Thatis alarge
statement. Let us also not forget that if
it is in our power to do more than to
pray and encourage, we should be ea-
ger to do so. Gal. 6:10 - "As we have
therefore opportunity, let us do good
unto all men, especially unto them who
are of the household of faith." I have
always loved how that was put. What a
privilege it is to be among them of the
household of faith. James 2:14-17 -
"What doth it profit, my brethren,
though a man say he hath faith and not
works? Can faith save him? If a brother
or sister be naked and destitute of daily
food, and one of you say uanto them,
‘Depart in peace, be ye warmed and
filled." Notwithstanding ye give them
not those things, which are needful to
the body; what doth it profit? Even so
faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being
alone."”

Being concemed for others allows
us to get more involved, take a proac-
tiverole, and be genuinely interested in
those round about us. This action can
help us find out what they are going
through and what their needs are. If
they know we are praying for needs
rather than gossiping about them, they
will be more inclined to open their
hearts to us. If we are taking time out of
our day to beseech God on their behalf,
we will want to know how God is
working in their lives, or how the situ-
ation they are in is changing.

Promotes love and unity. To pray
for each other does much to promote
love and unity. It has been said that you
cannot be bitter against someone when
youare praying forhis or her wellbeing.
If this is true, and I believe that it is,
then praying for one another should be
the end of discord and bitterness in the
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body of Christ. Oh what a day that will
be! My, how we need sincere love to
abound between the members of the
Church. John 13:35 - "By this shall all
men know that ye are my disciples, if
ye have love one to another.”

Confess your faults. This is a real
tough one for me. I do not like to admit
much, let alone my sins and shortcom-
ings, yet I know that this is a major part
in our healing. Pride is a chief enemy
here that is always severely wounded
when we confess. If I am praying for
others, and am involved in godly dis-
cussion with them, it gives me great
opportunity to do this, especially if I
know they will take the problem to
prayer.

In my bible the word ‘your'in James’

5:16, is in italics. This means simply
that it has been an interpolation of the
Greek word actually used. What it re-
minds me of is, that it should be my
faults I am confessing, no one else's. It
is not my business to discuss another's
faults with anyone. This would do much
to ruin my witness as one who suppos-
edly takes these things to the Lord. Let
us take these things seriously.

There is less time for our own
problems. To concentrate more on
others interests gets our mind off our
own problems. It is so easy to get
caught up in our own everyday prob-
lems to the point where no matter how
small they are, we feel we are quite bad
off. Itis safe to say that we are living in
avery impatientsociety. We want things
to happen now! We want our prayers
answered NOW, and if they are not, we
assume something is wrong. Has God
not heard? Is He not concerned with
my problem? Does He not care? Rest
assured He has heard, He does care, He
is concerned and He will answer in His
way, in His perfect time and in our best
interest. Let us trust Him and have
patience. Please read - Rom. 8:24,25.
Heb. 6:12. James 1:2-4. We are ex-
horted to let our requests be known to
him and not be anxious about them. We
must have faith. Phil 4:6,7 - "Be careful
fornothing; butin every thing by prayer
and supplication with thanksgiving let
your requests be made known unto
God. And the peace of God, which
passeth all understanding, shall keep
your hearts and minds through Jesus
Christ."

May the Lord grant us faith to be-
lieve that he has heard our prayer, and
toreceive his promise of peace. We can
receive many natural and spiritual bless-
ings from God, but if we do not take the
peace He gives, it is of no use; we will
still be worrying about it. We have all
heard the saying, "He's going to worry
himself to death,” and we laugh and
take it quite figuratively. Really that is
no joke and that saying is very literal.
Worry and fear are not from the Lord.
II Tim. 1:7 - "For God has not given us
the spirit of fear; but of power, and of
love, and of a sound mind." If this is not
of the Lord, then it is of the enemy, and
sin.

To take on another's burden will
relieve ourselves of the many things we
can worry about in our own lives. This
may just be my experience, but I tend
not to really worry about others prob-
lems, as I would my own. When we
look at others problems through com-
passionate eyes we most often see that
our problems are small in comparison.
Ican'thelp but think that the Good Lord
arranged it that way for areason. "Bear
ye one another’s burdens."

God will meet your need. So you
may ask; if I am always praying for
others and not continually seeking God
for my needs and concerns, how will I
be provided for? How will MY needs
be met? How will MY prayers be an-
swered? I am to be persistent in prayer,
am I not? Well, I will say again, why of
course, we should ask. We receive not
because we ask not. We should ask of
the Lord the things that we need and
desire. We must realize there is a dif-
ference between giving petitions to God
and spending all our time on what might
be little things. If we search in His
Word we will find what things we may
pray for concerning ourselves. We must
trust God to give us the things we have
need of, many of which we have no
concept of. Our Lord Jesus said this in
Matt. 6:31-33: "Therefore take no
thought saying, What shall we eat? Or,
what shall we drink? Or wherewithal
shall we be clothed? (For after these
things do the gentiles seek.) For your
Heavenly Father knoweth that ye have
need of these things. But seek ye first
the kingdom of God, and his righteous-
ness; and all these things shall be added
unto you." If a child's shoes were worn
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out, it is one thing if that child asks his
father for a new pair. That is good, and
any father would oblige if he could.
Nevertheless, if the child's brother or
sister asked that the child might receive
shoes, it would ring of compassion in
the ears of the father, both for the child
needing shoes, and the selfless petition
of the brother on the others behalf. The
blessing would go to both.

When we do learn of something
someone is going through, orhave been
confided in, we have achoice onhow to
react to what we have heard. Here are
three different paths one can take:

We can just forget about it. This
unfortunately has been my choice in
the past for the most part. This sepa-
rates us from the situation or the person
involved often causing a subconscious
wall of division. There is no place for
this in the body of Christ. II Cor. 12:25
- "That there should be no schism in the
body; but that the members should have
the same care one for another."

Next, we can think about it, let it
fester and bother us, or maybe even
amuse us. Perhaps we gossip about it
and work it up in our minds until again
a wall of division is set up between
'them' and us. This is a deceiving plan
oftheenemy. Please read: Math. 12:25,
Rom. 16:17, 18, and Rom. 1:10.

The third path is the greatest; and

The word respect means: to feel or
show honour, admiration, reverence,
or esteem for:

In view of what we have experi-
enced in the goodness and blessing
of God it is important that we show
Him a great deal of respect. In the
first place we were created by Him.
The fact that "we are" demands re-
spect for our Creator. When we, as
Isaiah says, have all gone astray and
turned everyone to our own way, He
provided a way of redemption, that
we might not suffer the judgment
that will come upon all
unrighteousness. Ephesians 2:4 "But
God, who is rich in mercy, for his

that is to pray about it. This way we are
leaving it in the hands of the One who
has the power to take care of the par-
ticular need. It causes us to have con-
cern one for another. It promotes love
and humility. Oh Bless the Lord! Rom.
15:1 - "We then that are strong ought to
bear the infirmities of the weak, and not
toplease ourselves." I Cor. 10:24 - "Let
no man seek his own, but every man
another's wealth." Phil. 2:4 - "Look not
every man on his own things, butevery
man also on the things of others."

I have been writing most exclu-
sively about praying for those of the
household of Faith, but we can also
pray for whoever crosses our minds,
whoever we are involved with. Kids:
pray for your parents and your brothers
andssisters, your friends and your teach-
ers. Husbands and wives: pray for each
other. We can all pray for our elders,
the ministering brethren and our bosses.
There is an endless list: our govern-
ments, police, our schools, our teach-
ers, business people etc. My question
of not spending enough time in fervent
prayer and not having enough to pray
about was quickly solved when I real-
ized I needed to pray more for others.

So, we may pray for everyone at
anytime. Let's get very acquainted with
speaking with the Lord of Life. Let us
get to know Him. Let us seek HIM. We

Respect

By A. Hinchliff

great love where with he loved us,
even when we were dead in sins, hath
quickened us together with Christ,
(by grace ye are saved);" Ephesians
2:8 "For by grace are ye saved through
faith; and that not of yourselves: it is
the gift of God: not of works, lest any
man should boast." Let your hearts
flow out in admiration for Him.

As members of the body of Christ,
it is important that we show respect
for our brother in whom Christ
dwells. Our physical body is so often
used as an example to help us
understand the body of Christ. 1
Corinthians 12:20 "But now are they
many members, yet but one body.

can do this while praying for others.
Remember that when praying for oth-
ers we are lifting up the Body of Christ.
Letus pray with the understanding, but
let us also not forget to pray in the
spirit. Rom. 8: 26,27 - "Likewise the
Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for
we know not what we should pray for
as we ought: but the Spirititself maketh
intercession forus with groanings which
cannotbe uttered. And He that searcheth
the hearts knoweth what is the mind of
the Spirit, because he maketh interces-
sion for the saints according to the will
of God." I Cor. 14:2 - "For he that
speaketh in an unknown tongue
speaketh not unto men, but unto God:
for no man understandeth him; how-
beit in the spirit he speaketh myster-
ies." What a wonderful thing! Let's not
be surprised when we get to the point
where we don't know how or what to
pray. That is good, just let the Spirit
speak through you, and be strength-
ened. We need each other very much if
we are going to go on to higher heights.
Ineed your prayers, and you need mine.
Let us be mindful of that, and try not to
carry it all on our own. May this be a
testimony and an exhortation for us to
enterinto this blessing. God Bless You!

— Darryl Amundson
The Church at Park Valley, SK

And the eye cannot say unto the hand,
I have no need of thee: nor again the
head to the feet, I have no need of
you." The eye cannot read a book
without the hand turning the pages
nor can the head move from place to
place without the feet to transport it.
Likewise, because of our depend-
ence upon one another as members
of His body, we must recognize and
have respect for each other.

There was a time when men
showed respect for women. The apos-
tle Peter instructs husbands to give
honour unto the wife as unto the
weaker vessel. There was also a time
when a man would remove his hat



when in the presence of a woman
because of his respect for her. When
he met a woman on the street he
would take off his hat for the same
reason. What has caused the differ-
ence? Is it because woman are no
longer ladies and therefore not wor-
thy of respect or is it because men are
no longer gentleman? It is perhaps
part of both. Men, never let it be said
that you in any way disrespect a
woman. After all a woman gave birth
to you and was your mother. I
Corinthians 11:12 For as the woman
is of the man, even SO IS THE MAN
ALSO BY THE WOMAN; but all
things of God. We have one day a
year, Mother's Day, on which we
show respect for our mothers. Let
every day be a day of respect.

When a man enters someone's
house proper deportment teaches us
that he should remove his hat out of
respect for the house. When we speak
of the house it is not the building that
is respected but the people who live
in that building. They are the ones
who comprise that house.

Good manners and respect also
demand that a man remove his hat
when sitting at the table to eat. This
signifies respect and thankfulness for
the provision that God has made for
our bodily needs. In 1 Timothy 4:3
we are instructed that the food that
God created is to be received with
thanksgiving of them which believe
and know the truth. Before we eat we
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food for us as He has provided for no
other generation or people and we
must be appreciative of His provi-
sion.

When a man enters a place where
the church meets together he should
immediately remove his hat out of
respect for the presence of God. A man
who wears a hat in the meeting place is
dishonouring his Head, which head is
Christ. A woman, on the other hand,
should wear a head covering. If she
doesn't she is dishonouring her head
which is her husband.

Our mode of dress when the church
meets together, is also important be-

cause of respect for God. When we are
meeting with the Almighty we should
dress in the best we have. Dress UN-
BECOMING TO A LADY should
never be worn in His presence. The
apostle Paul instructs us in 1 Timothy
2:9 that women should adorn them-
selves in modest apparel. Neither
should a man be careless about what
he wears.

These may seem like small things
but in the sight of God they are very
important. Much is known of a man or
a woman by the way they conduct
themselves. These things are so often
branded as trivial and of noimportance.

Pinelow Summer Family Camp

DATES OF IMPORTANCE

........................... Feb. 1-3, 2002
..................... Feb. 22 - 24, 2002
.................... March 28-31, 2002
............................ May 3-5, 2002
............... June 30 - July 7, 2002

Big Spring, Texas .............cc.......
North Carolina Winter Camp ......
Feast North Battleford ................
Illinois Gathering (King's House)
North Battleford Camp ...............
North Carolina Camp, Salisbury, NC .......... July 28 - Aug. 4, 2002
..................... Aug. 12 - 18,2002

PINELOW CAMP CONTACT

should always bow our head and give
thanks to God for the food. In honour
to our Head, which is Christ, we must
remove our hat. God has provided

email martz@shelbrook.com

Daryl Martz

Phone (604) 858-9009

Please fill in ALL information and cut out and mail to the
following address: ROOM RESERVATIONS, Sharon
Children's Homes and Schools, Box 878, North Battl-
eford, Sask., S9A 2Z73. Mail as soon as possible. If you
are unable to attend, please cancel your reservation,
otherwise we will have to charge you for the room held
open for you. YOU MUST RESERVE your room, we
cannot hold accommodation without you supplying us
with the information outlined in the blank application.
You will NOT receive written confirmation from us UN-
LESS we cannot supply your requirements. Your coop-
eration will be greatly appreciated and helpful.
THANK YOU.

RESERVATION FORM FOR FEAST 2002

Cut out and mail

Name

Address

Adults: Male Female _

Children: Male Female _
Age Age

Date of Arrival

Date of Departure
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Names and addresses of Global Missions
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AM. Hinchliff
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NORTH BATTLEFORD, SK
S9A 1K6

Phone: 306-445-3630

Fax: 306-445-2170

Richard Holt

901 Dorchester Drive
SARNIA, ON

N7V 3A2

Phone: 519-542-6879
Fax: 519-542-7228

R.H. Oldridge
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N.E.

CALGARY, AB

T3K 4Z1

Phone/Fax: 403-226-7656

Frank Paterson
12219 - 57th Street
EDMONTON, AB
T5W 3W2

Phone: 780-477-6843
Fax: 780-471-9102

G. Price

224-10th Ave. South
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Phone: 250-426-3251

Peter Siemens

2003 - 4353 Halifax St.
BURNABY, BC
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Phone: 604-291-1887
Fax: 604-291-7847

M.A. Smith
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EDMONTON, AB
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Phone: 780-434-0347
Fax: 780-430-9283

Mervin Sundbo
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BIRCH HILLS, SK
S0J 0G0

Phone: 306-749-3187

E.H. Wanagas
1003-8340 Jasper Ave.
EDMONTON, AB

TSH 4C6

Phone: 780-424-5058
Fax: 780-424-9722

A.V. York

Box 105
BATTLEFORD, SK
SOE 0EO

Phone: 306-937-2482
Fax: 306-937-2324

TRAVELLING DEACONS

J.D. Cornell

Box 161

ELBURN, IL

USA, 60119

Phone: 630-365-5358
Fax: 630-365-1415

Brian Hannigan

1842 -110th Street

NORTH BATTLEFORD, SK
S9A 2Z7

Phone: 306-446-4802

G. James

P.O. Box 34

SAN FERNANDO, Trinidad
West Indies

Phone: 868-652-5520

Fax: 868-652-0924

E. Hardi Kubassek
15 Bernfield Bay
WINNIPEG, MB

R3T 577

Phone: 204-275-2636
Fax: 204-261-5473

C. Lewis
Holder's Terrace
Stanislaus St.

SUCCESS VILLAGE, Laventille

Trinidad, West Indies
Phone: 868-623-1141
Fax: 868-623-1684

P.J. Mathew

43 Upland Ave.,

WHITE PLAINS, NY
USA,10604

Phone/Fax: 914-946-2568

T.R. Miller

Box 39,

SIDNEY, MB

ROH 1LO

Phone: 204-466-2673
Fax: 204-466-2950

E.L. Olson

Box 934

NORTH BATTLEFORD, SK
S9A 273

Phone: 306-445-2581

Fax: 306-445-7820

Robert Persaud

P.O. Box 10923
GEORGETOWN, Guyana
South America

Phone: 592-2-65316

Fax: 592-2-73358

A. Snoke

423 LaKemper Court
METAMORA, IL

USA, 61548

Phone & Fax: 309-383-2613

N. Swaan

410 Queen Street
KINCARDINE, ON
N2Z 2R2

Phone: 519-396-4416
Fax: 519-396-3520

Richard Yaskiewicz
310 Holyoke Rd.
Greensboro, NC
USA 27406

Phone: 336-674-9406
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