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Just like Him. God has purposed to
have a creation someday, just like Him.
In Hisimage. In Hislikeness. With His
nature. With His Authority. Just like
Him. Nothing can prevent thisfrom hap-
pening. God hasdecreed it. It isdone. It
isfinished.

Nothing can or will prevent God's
divinewill frombeingfulfilled. Thefact
that Adamsinnedandbrought sin, death,
and separation from God to the world,
will not deter the Lord from having His
creation in Hisimage.

Job said (Job 42:2) | know that Y ou
can do al, and no purpose is withheld
from Y ou.

Isaiahproclaims. 1sa55:10-11. Foras
therain and the snow comesdown from
the heavens and do not return there,
except it waters the earth and make it
bring forth and bud, and give seed to the
sower and bread to the eater, so shall My
Word be, which goes out of My mouth;
it shall not returnto Mevoid, but it shall
accomplish that which | please, and it
shall prosper in what | sent it to do!

We don't see the fullness of this yet.
Many Chrigtians still believe that their
only hope is to somehow escape this
world, to bewith the Lord forever, to be
perfected after thisearly lifeisover. Yet
God has decreed that he would have a
Son, then a remnant, and eventually a
Creation, completely inHislikenessand
image.

Truly, thisisthevery reasonthat God
created mankindinthefirst place. Hedid
not create usto live out our livessimply
consuming resources, making money,
payinghills, andraisingthenext genera-
tion that would do the same. He created
mankind, to be just like Him.

By Andy Snoke

Gen 1:26-27 And God said, let Us
make man in Our image, according to
Our likeness; and let them rule over the
fish of the sea, and over the birds of the
heavens, and over thecattle, and over al
theearth, andover al thecreeperscreep-
ing on the earth. And God created the
man in is own image; in the image of
God He created him. He created them
male and female.

The groaning creation iswaiting for
the deliverance that can and will only
comeby theappearing of Christ. Butthe
Word of God tellsusthat His appearing
isinHissaints, inaremnant called to be
just like Him. A remnant called to be
completely identified with Christ.

Just about the time that many are
planning on being divinely evacuated,
Christ will appear in His saints, in that
GloriousChurchwithout spotorwrinkle
(no stain of age). All of creation is
inwardly crying out for thisgreat event.

Rom 8:19-23 For the earnest expec-
tation of the creation eagerly awaitsthe
revelation of the sons of God. For the
creation was not willingly subjected to
vanity, but through Him subjecting it,
on hope; that aso the creation will be
freed from the davery of corruption to
thefreedom of the glory of the children
of God. Forweknowthat all thecreation
groans together and travails together
until now. And not only so, but alsowe
ourselves groan within ourselves, ea
gerly expecting adoption, the redemp-
tion of our body;

Jesusthe Christ (the anointed) wasa
human reflection of God the Father. His
thoughts, His Words, His actions, His
Miracles, His Works were dl from the
Father. Christ was so swallowed up in

Just LiIkeHImM

God'sdivinenaturethat Hecould say, "If
you have seen me, you have seen the
Father".

| canbelievethis. But Jesuswentonto
pray for thedisciplesat that time, and for
His disciples through out all time that:

John 17:10-11 Andall minearethine,
andthinearemine; and | amglorifiedin
them. And now | am no more in the
world, but these are in the world, and |
cometothee. Holy Father, keep through
thine own name those whom thou hast
givenme, that they may beone, asweare.

John17:20-23Neither pray | for these
aone, but for them also which shall be-
lieve on me through their word;

That they all may be one; as thou,
Father, areinme, and | in thee, that they
alsomay beoneinus: that theworld may
believe that thou hast sent me.

Andtheglory whichthou gavest mel
have given them; that they may be one,
even aswe are one:

| in them, and thou in me, that they

may be made perfect in one; and that the
world may know that thou hast sent me,

and hast loved them, as thou hast loved
me.

Y ou see, Jesusthe Son of God prayed
that his"called out" would havethesame
experience, and relationship with the
Father and God of theuniverse, that Jesus
the Son of God enjoyed. Thisisrevolu-
tionary thinking!!!

Thetraditional way of thinking, much
preachedinthe Christianworld, isthat "I
am just an old sinner sold under sin,
saved by His grace, who's only hope of
full deliverance isto die someday or fly
away to Glory!" There are good folks
who sing about the glories of "flying
away"! If that isthe experiencethat God
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hasreservedfor youthen God Blessyou.

But listen, God has destined a com-
pany of man-kind, a remnant, a called
out, agloriousChurchto: "Andtheglory
whichthougavestmel havegiventhem;"

that they may beone, evenasweareone:
| in them, and thou in me, that they may

be made perfectin us; and that theworld
may know that thou hast sent me, and

hast loved them, asthou hast loved me."
Jn 17:23.

God has an order to His restoration
plan. It is Christ, then his remnant, then
eventualy, His Creation. For truly the
day will come when "every knee shall
bow, and every tongueconfessthat Jesus
isLord to the glory of God".

1 Corinth. 15:21-22 "For since death
isthrough man, also throughaManisa
resurrection of the dead; for asin Adam
al die, sodsoin Christ dl will bemade
aive.

But eachinhisownorder: Christ, the
first fruits; afterward those of Christ at
His coming. Then is the end, when He
delivers the kingdom of God, even the
Father, when Hemakesto ceasedl rule
and al authority and power."

What method is God using to bring

perfection to the Church?
Thereismuch that is not known, but

what we do seeisthis:

To be amature Son of God we must
first receiveHim. John1:12 But asmany
asreceived him, to them gave he power
to become the sons of God, (even) to
them that believe on his name:

You must be led by the Spirit (take
your directionfor Life): Rom8:14 For as

many asareledby the Spirit of God, they
are the sons of God.

The Church should be operating ac-
cording to the pattern of the Holy Spirit
asoutlinedinEphesians. | havetakenthe
liberty of trand ating thefollowing scrip-
tures using the International Standard
Versiontoclarify someimportantwords:

Eph4:11-16"Anditishewho gifted
someto be apostles, othersto be proph-
ets, others to be evangdlists, and till
othersto be pastors and teachers,

To perfect the saints, to do the work
of ministry, and to build up the body of
Christuntil l of usareunitedinthefaith
and inthefull knowledge of God's Son,
anduntil weattain matureadulthood and
thefull standard of developmentin Chrigt.

Then wewill no longer belittle chil-
dren, tossed likewavesand blown about
by every wind of doctrine, by peopl€e's
trickery, or by clever strategiesthatwould
lead us astray. Instead, by speaking the
truth in love, we will grow up com-
pletely into theonewho isthe head, that
is, into Christ, in whom the whole body
is united and held together by every
ligament with which it is supplied. As
each individua part does its job, the
body's growth is promoted so that it
buildsitself upinlove.

You will find that what we call the
"five fold apostolic" ministry listed in
Eph. 4:11 (Apostles, prophets, evange-
lists, pastorsand teachers) main purpose
isto:

1. Perfect the saints.

2. Do thework of ministry.

3. Build up the body of Christ.

In Adversity God

A wonderful story is told in the
book of Ruth, in which we see adver-
sity and discouragement working hand
inhand, aswell asGod'sinfinitegood-
ness and purpose at work to bring
about His master plan.

Inlifewe arefaced with situations,
circumstances and conditions which
do not alwayswork for usthe way we
would like them to, but they are at
times necessary in the shaping of our
lives, especialy livesthat are yielded
to God.

For ushuman beingsthequick fixis
what wearemoreinterestedinthanthe

By Crafton Lewis

long term or permanent solution. God
however, who knows everything,
knows the road we must walk, and in
His faithfulness, He walks with us
despite our ups and downs to safely
take us over the desolate lands and
troubled waters of life.

Wewill now focus our attention to
the book of Ruth, which | hopewill be
of some help and even encouragement
to you and as a result we will al be
better equipped when faced with try-
ing circumstances and what at times
looks like the darkest tunnel with no
end in sight.

4. Bring the body of Christ to mature
and full development, themeasureof the
stature of the Fullnessin Christ.

In other words, to bring the Church
into Sonship, full maturity in Christ.

The birth of man-made walls of reli-
giousseparation, denominationalism, the
changing attitudes and structure of the
locd church by the whims of man's
organizationd skills, cannot changethe
patternthat God placedwithintheChurch
the"gifts" of thefivefold apostolic min-
istry to the Church.

| encourage all the readers of this
article, togivethanksforyourwonderful
salvation. And at the sametime, follow
theleading of your heartinto theunity of
the Spirit in Christ. Fellowship often
with those local churches that God has
calledout, thatworshipHiminthe Spirit,
that prophesy from the throne of God,
that are built on the foundation of Christ
and his gifted ministries to the Church.
LetuslongtobelikeHim! Let uspresent
our bodiesand our willsonHisdtar asa
willingsacrifice that Chrigmay dlindl in
us. Letusbecometheplacewherethe Spirit
of God hastaken up complete residency.

Eph 2:19-22 That iswhy you are no
longer strangers and foreigners but fel-
low citizenswiththesaintsand members
of God'shousehold, havingbeenbuilton
thefoundati on of theapostlesand proph-
ets, Christ Jesus himself being the cor-
nerstone. In him the whole building is
joined together and rises into a holy
sanctuary in the Lord. You, too, are
being built in him along with the others
intoadwelling placeof Godinthe Spirit.

|s There

Reading from Ruth chapter 1:1-5.
Ruth 1:1 Now it came to pass, in the
dayswhen the judges ruled, that there
wasafamineintheland. Andacertain
man of Bethlehem, Judah, went todwel
inthe country of Moab, heand hiswife
and his two sons.

2 The name of the man was
Elimelech, the name of his wife was
Naomi, and the names of histwo sons
wereMahlon and Chilion; Ephrathites
of Bethlehem, Judah. Andthey wentto
the country of Moab and remained
there.

3 Then Elimelech, Naomi's hus-



band, died; and she was left, and her
two sons.

4 Now they took wives of the
women of Moab: the name of the one
was Orpah, and the name of the other
Ruth. And they dwelt there about ten
years.

5 Then both Mahlon and Chilion
also died; so the woman survived her
two sons and her husband.

Faminealways hasitsimpact. This
was a famine for natural food in the
land of Bethlehem, inJudah. Of course,
food being as important as it is,
Elimelech as head of his household
with his wife and sons headed to the
land of Moab because there was no
famine there.

Talkingfromaspiritual standpoint,
weshould beaseager and maybemore
S0, when we begin to feel that famine
inour spiritual lifetotakeourselvesup
and go into the land of spiritual pros-
perity where there is no famine or
drought. There is where we will be
properly fed and nourished with heav-
enly manna and be able to drink from
thewell of living water that never shall
run dry.

Elimelech did hispart by taking his
family into aland in which there was
food. Thetimecamewhen hedied and
Naomi and her two sons now had to
make it on their own.

Both sons, Mahlonand Chiliontook
wivesof theM oabites, Orpahand Ruth.
Mahlon and Chilion aso died now
leaving the three women. Life at this
point was no bed of roses for Naomi.
Adversity became her portion and
seemingly, her confidenceat that point
in time was not really centered on the
Lord.

Hearing that Judah was once again
prospering, nomorefamineintheland,
Naomi decided it was now time to
return. This she wanted to do alone.

Naomi Departs Moab

6 Then she arose with her daugh-
ters-in-law that she might return from
the country of Moab, for shehad heard
inthe country of Moab that the LORD
had visited His people by giving them
bread.

7 Therefore she went out from the
place where she was, and her two
daughters-in-law with her; and they
went ontheway to returnto theland of
Judah.

Naomi Pleads With
Orpah & Ruth
8 And Naomi saidto her two daugh-
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ters-in-law, " Go, andreturneachto her
Mother'shouse. TheLORD deal kindly
with you, as you have dealt with the
dead and with me.

9 "The LORD grant that you may
find rest, each in the house of her
husband." Then she kissed them, and
they lifted up their voices and wept.

10 Andthey saidto her, " Surely we
will return with you to your people.”

11 But Naomi said, "Turn back, my
daughters; why will you go with me?
Are there still sonsin my womb, that
they may be your husbands?

12 "Turn back, my daughters, go;
for | amtoo old to have ahusband. If |
shouldsay | havehope, if | shouldhave
ahusband tonight and should al so bear
sons,

13 "would you wait for them till
they were grown? Would you restrain
yourselvesfrom having husbands?No,
my daughters; for it grieves me very
much for your sakes that the hand of
the LORD has gone out against me!"

Naomi's Concern

Let uslook at Naomi's state up to
thispoint. We must admit that shewas
not a selfish woman, but was con-
cernedthat her daughters-in-law move
on with their lives. She recognized
they were still young and could not
offer them afuture. The best thing, as
far asshewasconcerned, wasthat they
should return to their mother's home
where the likelihood of starting life
anew seemed a better prospect.

14 Then they lifted up their voices
and wept again; and Orpah kissed her
mother-in-law, but Ruth clung to her.

15Andshesaid, "L ook, your sister-
in-law hasgoneback to her peopleand
to her gods; return after your sister-in-
law."

Ruth's Decision & Commitment

16 But Ruthsaid: "Entreat menot to
leave you, Or to turn back from fol-
lowing after you; For wherever you
go, | will go; Andwherever youlodge,
| will lodge; Y our people shall be my
people, And your God, my God.

17 Where you die, | will die, And
therewill | beburied. TheLORD do so
to me, and more also, If anything but
death parts you and me."

18 When she saw that she was de-
termined to go with her, she stopped
speaking to her.

What awonderful decisionand com-
mitment on Ruth's part. Nothing else
now mattered but being with her
mother-in-law, and to carefor her. As

far as Ruth was concerned, Naomi
could say what she would but Ruth
was not going to leave her. In al the
wonderful things Ruth said to Naomi,
none stands out more than "AND
YOUR GOD, MY GOD." Ruth had a
serious heart change. No longer was
she willing to serve the god of the
Moabites, but a heart conversion had
taken place, which would not alow
her towalk away from Naomi. M ost of
all, shecould not now walk away from
the God of Israel.
Naomi and Ruth in Bethlehem

19 Now the two of them went until
they came to Bethlehem. And it hap-
pened, when they had come to
Bethlehem, that al the city was ex-
cited because of them; and the women
said, "Isthis Naomi?'

It looked like there was a welcom-
ing party to welcome Naomi back
home, but she didn't seem too appre-
ciative of their gesture.

Naomi's State

20 But she said to them, "Do not
call me Naomi; call me Mara, for the
Almighty has dealt very bitterly with
me.

21"l went out full, and the LORD
has brought me home again empty.
Why do you call me Naomi, since the
LORD has testified against me, and
the Almighty has afflicted me?"

22 So Naomi returned, and Ruththe
Moabitess her daughter-in-law with
her, who returned from the country of
Moab. Now they cameto Bethlehem at
the beginning of barley harvest.

It is quite clear the frame of mind
Naomi wasin. Bitterness at that point
in time had taken hold of her. No
longer wassheholding onto her name,
NAOMI, which means"pleasant,” but
instead she adopted another name
"mara’ whichmeans"bitter". That was
theway shefelt. It seemed like shefelt
bitter against God.

Like Naomi, we too can become
very bitter, being faced with situations
and circumstances that are not pleas-
ant and feel that God hasbeen unfair to
us. We become angry with Him and
guestion Him for which, often times,
wedonot receiveananswer. For some,
their reaction is, God does not care
about me, and God doesnot lovemeso
they walk away from Him. Their situ-
ationhowever, doesnotimprove; more
and more hitternesstakeshold of them
and, things, behaviour, their healthand
just about everything begin to deterio-
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rate. That peace that was once experi-
enced is no longer there but anxiety
hastakenitsplace. Y es, theenemy has
taken hold so all that isleft isturmoil ,
bitterness, hopelessness; there is no
longer faith in God.

God was still on the side of Naomi
and thank God she returned to her
homeland. In verse 22, So Naomi re-
turned, and Ruth the Moabitess her
daughter-in-law with her, whoreturned
from the country of Moab. Now they
cameto Bethlehem at the beginning of
barley harvest.

God had already made provision,
there was food provided in the land.
Naomi and Ruth would not go hungry,
for it was "the beginning of barley
harvest."

You may have left the spiritual
homeland too, and gone out to what
youthought wasgreener pasture; but it
has not worked for you. Instead, it has
brought, maybe, some material ben-
efits at the expense of your spiritual
life. Is paying such ahigh price worth
the material gains? Those are only
temporal things which sometimes,
because of our greed, we allow the
enemy to lure us into becoming his
bedfellows.

Ruth Chapter 2

As we began our study into this
wonderful book of Ruth, we saw some
negatives as well as positives. As we
continue further in Chapter 2 we will
see God showing Himself inawonder-
ful way, proving to all His awareness
of every situation facing Naomi and
Ruth. Similiar to the case of Naomi,
we are faced with adversity, and we
may think or even say, "God has for-
saken me," or "God doesn't love me.
Heworksfor others, but Hecaresnoth-
ing for me". May | say to you, thereis
not one of us who has a fraction of
God's knowledge. He has a purpose
and knows the reason why He allows
usto go through some of thethingswe
do. At times we may think Him to be
unfair. But because He sees the end
from the beginning, He knows just
what it takes to make us that precious
pearl Hewantsusto be. Asproclaimed
in Rom. 8: 18 For | consider that the

sufferings of this present time are not

worthy to be compared with the glory
which shall berevealed in us.

There isno way Naomi could have
thought that God would have brought
her tothegloriousendtowhichHedid.
We are about to see a progressive and

positive turn around as circumstances
begin to change and Ruth's role be-
comes more prominent.

Chapter 2:1 Therewas arelative of
Naomi's husband, a man of great
wealth, of thefamily of Elimelech. His
name was Boaz.

2 So Ruth the Moabitess said to
Naomi, "Please let me go to thefield,
and glean heads of grain after him in
whosesight | may findfavor." Andshe
said to her, "Go, my daughter."

3 Then she left, and went and
gleaned in the field after the reapers.
And she happened to come to the part
of the field belonging to Boaz, who
was of the family of Elimelech.

Isn't this a wonderful unfolding of
God's hands at work in the lives of
Naomi and Ruth without their knowl-
edge? We are told, "The steps of a
good man are ordered by the LORD,
AndHedelightsin hisway. Ps. 37:23.

Hereisamantremendously wealthy
whowasrelatedto Elimelech, Naomi's
dead husband. At that point, neither
Naomi or Boaz areawareof each other,
but God certainly was and He was
orchestrating things, as He alone can,
to make sure that these two faithful
women would be well cared for.

| trust we can see the way God was
working things out. He did not just
drop things in the laps of Naomi and
Ruth; Ruth realized food was needed
and felt her part wasto go in search of
it. Not to be a beggar, not to use the
circumstances that befell them to play
on the emotions of the public to get
some hand outs. But she purposed she
would earn their keeps and did set out
to do so. | dare say the spirit of God
waswith her in no uncertain way even
though she may not have been con-
scious of this.

As so often is the case with us and
just aswetoo are sometimesnot aware
of Hisleading, soit wasin Ruth'scase
as we see in verse 3..."And she hap-
pened to come to the part of the field
belonging to Boaz, who was of the
family of Elimelech." Again, | quote
that scripturefrom Ps. 37:23 The steps
of a good man are ordered by the
LORD...itwasGodwhodirected Ruth's
feet to the field of Boaz. It was God
who put inthe heart of Boaz thefavour
she found with him.

Boaz Meets Ruth

4 Now behold, Boaz came from
Bethlehem, and said to the reapers,
"The LORD be with you!" And they

answered him,"TheLORD blessyou!"

How nice, with such salutations,
Boaz and his workers were demon-
strating their consciousnessand aware-
ness of the Lord being with them and
the blessings that come from Him.

5Then Boaz said to hisservant who
was in charge of the reapers, "Whose
young woman is this?"

6 So the servant who wasin charge
of thereapersanswered and said, "Itis
the young Moabite woman who came
back with Naomi from the country of
Moab.

7"Andshesaid, 'Pleaselet meglean
and gather after the reapersamong the
sheaves.' So she came and has contin-
ued from morning until now, though
sherested alittle in the house."

8ThenBoaz saidtoRuth, "Y ouwill
listen, my daughter, will you not? Do
not go to glean in another field, nor go
from here, but stay close by my young
women.

9 "Let your eyes be on the field
which they reap, and go after them.
Havel not commanded theyoung men
not to touch you? And when you are
thirsty, go to the vessels and drink
fromwhat theyoung menhavedrawn."

What immediatefavour Ruthfound
with Boaz. Ruth fromthispoint on had
no need to worry. The God whom she
had taken to be her God was making
the way for her and just asweread in
Phil. 4:19 and my God shall supply all
your need according to His riches in
glory by Christ Jesus.

We can see way back there, God
demonstrating Hisfaithfulnesstothose
who will trust in Him. He has not
changed; to us He has promised to
supply all of our needs according to
Hisrichesin glory by Christ Jesus.

| would like to make an observa-
tion; for some of us, our needs being
supplied is someone else doing all the
work and they bring all we want to us
without us having to move one stroke.

Ruth was willing to toil as God
opened the way to her needs being
met. Boaz provided the opportunity
for her to beapartaker of the substance
with which God had blessed him. Y es,
God provides manna, but some of us
are too lazy to go and gather it. Ruth
was so grateful to Boaz; here is what
she did.

10 So she fell on her face, bowed
down to the ground, and said to him,
"Why havel found favor in your eyes,
that you should take notice of me,



since | am aforeigner?’

11 And Boaz answered and said to
her, "It has been fully reported to me,
all that you havedonefor your mother-
in-law since the death of your hus-
band, and how you have left your fa-
ther and your mother and the land of
your birth, and have come to a people
whom you did not know before.

12 "The LORD repay your work,
and afull reward be given you by the
LORD God of Israel, under whose
wings you have come for refuge.”

Ruth recognized that what washap-
pening to her was something out of the
ordinary, and as aforeigner, certainly
that made it worse; she was not at all
entitled to any of this, so why areyou
being so kind to me Boaz?

Word gets around my child, | can
hear Boaz saying. Y es friends, word
does get around. Above all, the all
seeing God, the all knowing and all
wise God, the compassionate God, the
Godwhoisno man'sdebtor isneverin
debt toany oneand will usewhosoever
He willsto fulfill His promise.

Boaz al sowasawareof God'shands
of blessingsupon Ruth. Herecognized
that the Lord, who had become her
refuge, was the one showering bless-
ings upon her. At the same time, he
was allowing himself to be used of
God to be that blessing.

Ruth, | am sure never thought the
things she had done, all of her
kindnesses shown to Naomi and no
doubt to the rest of the family, would
have had such a spinoff. The positive
effects of her kindness and faithful-
ness was now beginning to reap divi-
dends.

Let us be ever mindful, let usbe a
caring, loving and agiving people, not
because of what benefitswe may hope
to reap in the natural. Rather let the
Holy Spirit burn these things into our
heart so that we can make adifference
wherever we may be and not looking
back for what we may get out of our
beingniceor helpful. Letitbethework
of the Spirit of God in our lives. Heis
the rewarder.

13 Then she said, "Let me find
favor in your sight, my lord; for you
have comforted me, and have spoken
kindly to your maidservant, though |
amnot likeone of your maidservants."

14 Now Boaz said to her at meal-
time, "Come here, and eat of thebread,
and dip your piece of bread in the
vinegar." So shesat besidethereapers,
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and he passed parched grain to her;
and she ate and was satisfied, and kept
some back.

15 And when she rose up to glean,
Boaz commanded hisyoung men, say-
ing, "Let her glean even among the
sheaves, and do not reproach her.

16"Alsolet grain from the bundles
fall purposely for her; leaveit that she
may glean, and do not rebuke her."

God's measure is so different to
man's. Boaz was, (I hope we can see),
theinstrument in God's hand. He was
not withholding any of the blessings
which God wanted Ruth to be the
recipient of. Y ou see, shegave her all.
We are seeing the principles of Luke
6:38 played out. "Give, and it will be
given to you: good measure, pressed
down, shaken together, and running
over will be put into your bosom. For
with the same measure that you use, it
will be measured back to you."

17 So she gleaned in the field until
evening, and beat out what she had
gleaned, and it was about an ephah of
barley.

18 Thenshetook it upandwent into
the city, and her mother-in-law saw
what she had gleaned. So she brought
out and gave to her what she had kept
back after she had been satisfied.

More and morethe qualities of this
young woman are seen. She demon-
strates her thoughtfulnessand carefor
her mother-in-law by reserving some
of the very food shared with her at
meal time. Y es, indeed, she must have
been areal jewel.

19 And her mother-in-law said to
her, "Where have you gleaned today?
And where did you work? Blessed be
the one who took notice of you." So
shetold her mother-in-law withwhom
she had worked, and said, "The man's
name with whom | worked today is
Boaz."

20 Then Naomi said to her daugh-
ter-in-law, "Blessed be he of the
LORD, who hasnot forsakenHiskind-
ness to the living and the dead!" And
Naomi said to her, "This man is a
relation of ours, one of our closerela-
tives."

21 Ruth the Moabitess said, "He
also said to me, 'Y ou shall stay close
by my young men until they have
finished al my harvest."

22 And Naomi said to Ruth her
daughter-in-law, "Itisgood, my daugh-
ter, that you go out with his young
women, and that people do not meet

you in any other field."

23 So shestayed close by theyoung
women of Boaz, to glean until theend
of barley harvest and wheat harvest;
and she dwelt with her mother-in-law.

Ruth's return home after her day's
work wasthe source of very important
informationto Naomi andalsoto Ruth.
Naomi wasawareof thecustomsof her
people and theresponsibility that went
with it, as well as recognizing God's
part in bringing Boaz and Ruth to-
gether.

| believe there is much we can all
learn from this wonderful story, and
may | add, areal life story of how God
can change circumstances and situa-
tionsto work out in us His perfect and
divine will.

Recap

In the two previous chapters of this
inspiring book, one could not help but
notice how much adversity both Naomi
and Ruth faced, as well as evidence
that God was working behind the
scenes, little by little, providing for
them and preparing the way for the
greater blessings ahead.

We continue in chapter 3:1-2.

ThenNaomi her mother-in-law said
to her, "My daughter, shall | not seek
security for you, that it may be well
with you?

2"Now Boaz, whoseyoung women
youwerewith,ishenotourrelative?In
fact, heiswinnowing barley tonight at
the threshing floor.

Naomi'sconcernandinterestin Ruth
was such that she wanted her to havea
good, secureand comfortablelife. Y ou
would notice, Ruth was looked upon
by Naomi as a daughter. Every good
mother wantsthe best for her daughter.
Because of the law of kinsman re-
demption, Naomi was doing her part
by instructing and guiding Ruth.

Kinsman Redemption

Let us first see what is said about
kinsman redemption. For that | refer to
Deut. 25: 5-6 (-10) "If brothers dwell
together, and one of them dies and has
no son, the widow of the dead man
shall not be married to a stranger out-
side the family; her husband's brother
shall gointo her, take her as hiswife,
and perform the duty of a husband's
brother to her.

6 "And it shall be that the firstborn
sonwhich shebearswill succeedtothe
nameof hisdead brother, that hisname
may not be blotted out of Israel." This
was the law of kinsman redemption.
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Let us return to the book of Ruth
3:3-4. Naomi is now giving Ruth ten
steps of guidance and directions to
follow.

3 "Therefore wash yourself and
anoint yourself, put on your best gar-
ment and go down to the threshing
floor; but do not makeyourself known
to the man until he hasfinished eating
and drinking.

4 "Then it shal be, when he lies
down, that you shall notice the place
where he lies; and you shall go in,
uncover hisfeet, and lie down; and he
will tell you what you should do."

Ruth's Response

The following response from Ruth
issowonderful. Inher humility, in her
submissiveness, in her obedience, this
was her response:

5 "...All that you say to me | will
do."

6 So shewent downto thethreshing
floor and did according to all that her
mother-in-law instructed her.

Thisiswhat many of uslack in our
lives; failureto listen to good council
and follow instructions. Some of us
have atendency to think, | don't want
you to tell mewhat | should or should
not do; | will do what | want, how |
want, and when | please.

God did not make usto beindepen-
dent, but dependent. God saw Adam
was aone and he needed help, so He
gave himahelper inthe person of Eve.

Weneed each other andbelieveit or
not, wereally can't get by without each
other. Someof usjust needto get down
from our lofty perch, get pride out of
the way and take the humble path, for
Godresiststheproud but tothehumble
He gives grace. 1 Pet. 5:5.

Boaz's Merriment

7 And after Boaz had eaten and
drunk, and his heart was cheerful, he
went to liedown at the end of the heap
of grain; and she came softly, uncov-
ered his feet, and lay down.

8 Now it happened at midnight that
the man was startled, and turned him-
self; and there, a woman was lying at
his feet.

9 And he said, "Who are you?' So
she answered, "l am Ruth, your maid-
servant. Take your maidservant under
your wing, for you are a close rela-
tive."

Proposal

This was Ruth's proposal of mar-
riage to Boaz, seeing he was a near
kinsman. Both Ruth and Boaz were

good moral people, thisisevident. It is
said that womenin the east, when going
tobewiththeir lawful wedded husbands
would through modesty and as atoken,
showing their subjectionto them, would
gotothefoot of the bed, gently raisethe
covers, and creep under them up to their
place.

In Ruth's case, her part was to un-
cover thefeet of Boaz and liedown until
hewoulddiscover thereissomeonethere,
then she would be told what to do.

Redemption

10 Then he said, "Blessed are you of
the LORD, my daughter! For you have
shown more kindness at the end than at
thebeginning, inthat youdid not goafter
young men, whether poor or rich.

11 "And now, my daughter, do not
fear.1 will doforyouall that yourequest,
for al the people of my town know that
you are a virtuous woman.

Testimony

What awonderful testimony of Ruth.
Shewastruly avirtuouswomanandthis
was known by al. God delights and
takes pleasure not only in women of
virtue, but also in men bearing the same
standards.

Itwasnot adifficult thingfor Boazto
go before the elders and the people and
declare hisintention.

O yes, living holy before the Lord
will bring great benefits. God seesto it
that faithfulness is always rewarded.
There was however, what seemed to be
one hurdle to cross over; there was one
other kinsman who had the right of re-
demption before Boaz.

12 "Now it istrue that | am a close
relative; however, thereisarel ativecl oser
than 1.

13 "Stay thisnight, and in the morn-
ing it shall bethat if hewill perform the
duty of acloserelativefor you; good; let
him do it. But if he does not want to
perform the duty for you, then | will
perform the duty for you, asthe LORD
lives! Lie down until morning.”

Redemption of Property

Leviticus 25: 23-34 tells how thisis
done. | will read verses23-25. "Theland
shall not be sold permanently, for the
land is Mine; for you are strangers and
sojournerswith Me.

24'Andinall theland of your posses-
sion you shal grant redemption of the
land.

25'lf one of your brethren becomes
poor, and has sold some of his posses-
sion, andif hisredeemingrelativecomes
to redeem it, then he may redeem what

his brother sold.

LetusreturnonceagaintoRuth3: 16-
18. So when she cameto her mother-in-
law, she said, "Is that you, my daugh-
ter?' Then shetold her al that the man
had done for her.

17 Andshesaid, " Thesesix ephahsof
barley hegaveme; for hesaidtome, 'Do
not go empty-handed to your mother-in-
law."

18 Thenshesaid, " Sit till, my daugh-
ter, until you know how the matter will
turnout; for themanwill not rest until he
has concluded the matter this day."

Ruthreturnshomeafter what appears
to be afruitful encounter with Boaz and
reports to Naomi what transpired. With
assurance, Naomi encouraged Ruth that
the day would not go by, without there
being an outcome to the matter.

Boaz Negotiates

Chapter 4:1-4 Now Boaz went up to
the gateand sat down there; and behold,
the close relative of whom Boaz had
spoken came by. So Boaz said, "Come
aside, friend, stdownhere." Sohecame
aside and sat down.

2 Andhetook tenmen of theeldersof
the city, and said, "Sit down here." So
they sat down.

3 Then he said to the close relative,
"Naomi, who has come back from the
country of Moab, sold the piece of land
whichbelongedtoour brother Elimelech.

4"And | thought to inform you, say-
ing, '‘Buy it back in the presence of the
inhabitants and the elders of my people.
If youwill redeemit, redeemit; butif you
will not redeemit, thentell me, that | may
know; for there is no one but you to
redeemit, and | am next after you.'"And
he said, "I will redeem it."

5 Then Boaz said, "On the day you
buy the field from the hand of Naomi,
you must also buy it from Ruth the
M oabitess, the wife of the dead, to per-
petuate the name of the dead through his
inheritance."

6 And the closerelative said, "I can-
not redeem it for myself, lest | ruin my
own inheritance. Y ou redeem my right
of redemption for yoursalf, for | cannot
redeemit."

Thingswerebeginningtofalinplace
as Boaz, the next kinsman and the ten
elders sat together to discuss the re-
demption of the property of Elimelech,
and Ruth's future which aso involved
Naomi'sfuture.

For a moment it looked like Boaz
would havelost out, asthe near kinsman
seemedready toconcludethebusinessat



hand. But on the point of taking Ruth to
be hiswife, hewasunableto do so, thus
making the way clear for Boaz to pur-
chasethe property and at the sametime,
take Ruth to be hiswife.

Boaz, it seemed, was an older man
and an honourable man at that. With
agreement now reached, we continue
reading;

7 Now thiswasthe custom in former
times in Isradl concerning redeeming
and exchanging, to confirm anything:
one man took off his sandal and gaveit
to the other, and thiswasaconfirmation
inlsragl.

8 Therefore the closerelative said to
Boaz, "Buy it for yourself." So he took
off hissandal.

Agreement

9 And Boaz said tothe eldersand all
the people, "Y ou are witnesses this day
that | haveboughtall that wasElimelech's,
and al that was Chilion'sand Mahlon's,
from the hand of Naomi.

10"Moreover, Ruththe Mogbitess, the
widow of Mahlon, | have acquired as my
wife, to perpetuate the name of the dead
throughhisinheritance, that thenameof the
dead may not be cut off from among his
brethren and from his position at the gate.
Y ou arewitnessesthisday."

Withthetransactionfinished, theway
was clear for Boaz and Ruth to be mar-
ried. It was done properly and thus had
the blessings of al of the people.

Blessings

11 Andall thepeoplewhowereat the
gate, and the elders, said, "We are wit-
nesses. The LORD make the woman
whoiscomingtoyour houselike Rachel
and L eah, thetwowho built the house of
| srael; and may you prosper in Ephrathah
and be famous in Bethlehem.

12"May your housebelikethehouse
of Perez, whom Tamar bore to Judah,
becauseof theoffspringwhichtheLORD
will give you from this young woman."

What awonderful way to start alife
together, without dissent, Boazand Ruth
had the blessings of the people upon
them. A wonderful prophecy wasgiven
whichindicated the birth of ason. Truly
God was showing Himself mighty as
thingscontinuedto happeninthelivesof
these three characters which brought
honour and glory to God.

Boaz and Ruth

13 So Boaz took Ruth and she be-
came his wife; and when he went in to
her, theL ORD gave her conception, and
she bore ason.

14 Then the women said to Naomi,
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"Blessed bethe LORD, who hasnot left
youthisday without acloserelative; and
may his name be famousin Israel!

15"And may he beto you arestorer
of lifeandanourisher of your oldage; for
your daughter-in-law, who loves you,
whoisbetter to you than seven sons, has
borne him."

Naomi'sBlessing

What more can one ask for? Naomi
was now blessed beyond her wildest
dreams. She seemed to havelost all, but
God remembered her. In her old age,
God gave her a tremendous gift of a
grandsonthat thenameof her sonwould
live on.

L ooking Back

Can we look back a moment? Re-
member Naomi in her bitterness, when
everything seemed to have gone wrong
for her? Do you remember her in her
anguish, her time of famine, yes, in her
adversity? Remember when Ruth was
the only bright spot in her life? Every-
thing that could have gone wrong went
wrong, but God was till there.

What About You?

How about youfolks?Areyoufacing
circumstances that may seem similar?
Are you fedling weary and wanting to
give up? God has not given up on you.
He is closer to you than you can ever
imagine. Thisisnot thetimeto give up.
Godwill not giveyoumorethanyou can
bear. Be confident in this knowledge;
God is working something out in your
lifethat is for your good. Naomi's hard
trials have now turned into joy.

Naomi's Joy

16 Then Naomi took the child and
laid him on her bosom, and became a
nurse to him.

Canyouimaginehow soothing, how
comforting, how wonderful, how joy-
ful she must have felt? | can hear her
saying, Lord, it wasworthit all. All of
the trials and hardships, thank you; it
was worth it.

17 Also the neighbor women gave
him a name, saying, "There is a son
born to Naomi." And they called his
name Obed. He is the father of Jesse,
the father of David.

Could Naomi in her wildest dreams
thought that she would have such a
tremendousroleinthecoming forth of
the king of Israel and much more than
that, the messiah?

Ruth, a gentile, a Moabite, who
turned to the Lord and was so faithful;
God honoured her faithfulness. Her
good deeds did not go unnoticed. Her

simplicity, her submission, her heeding
to council and her obedience were al
taken into account and God rewarded
her richly.

Boaz, as wedlthy as he was, did not
frownupon Ruthand Naomi, but opened
his heart to them and blessed them with
material things God provided him as
well as fulfilling his role as a near
kinsman. Y es, the blessings of the Lord
makesrich and thereisno sorrow added
toit. Prov. 10:22.

Genealogy
18Nowthisisthegeneal ogy of Perez:
Perez begot Hezron,

19 Hezron begot Ram, and Ram be-
got Amminadab;

20 Amminadab begot Nahshon, and
Nahshon begot Salmon;

21 Sdmon begot Boaz, and Boaz
begot Obed;

22 Obed begot Jesse, and Jesse begot
David.

Mat 1:1 Thebook of thegeneal ogy of
JesusChrigt, theSonof David, the Son of
Abraham:

2 Abraham begot Isaac, |saac begot
Jacob, and Jacob begot Judah and his
brothers.

3 Judah begot Perez and Zerah by
Tamar, Perez begot Hezron, and Hezron
begot Ram.

4 Ram begot Amminadab,
Amminadab begot Nahshon, and
Nahshon begot Salmon.

5Salmonbegot Boaz by Rahab, Boaz
begot Obed by Ruth, Obed begot Jesse,

6 and Jesse begot David the king.
David the king begot Solomon by her
who had been the wife of Uriah.

Conclusion

Y ou can of courseread therest of the
genealogy, but the point | ammakingis,
amid al of the turmoil and hardships,
yes, throughadversity if youwill, froma
most unlikely source, through that gene-
alogy, God's only begotten Son came
into the world.

Thank God for Histremendous plan
which was not thwarted, but was ful-
filled and today, we are made partakers
of Hisdivine nature.

Do not take lightly the things which
may be happening in our life. Do not
become discouraged when things don't
seem to be going right. Turn your eyes
upon Jesus; behold His beauty and His
glory; let the things of earth become
strangely dim, in the light of His glory
and grace. His grace is dl sufficient
regardless the adversity. God will see
you through.
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DATES OF IMPORTANCE

Indiana Young People's Meeting........ Dec. 27 - 30, 2004

North Battleford New Year's
Young People's Gathering.. Dec. 29, 2004 - Jan. 2, 2005

Big Spring, TEXAS ...coevvvverieerieiiein Jan. 28 - 30, 2005
North Carolina Winter Camp ................ Feb. 25-27, 2005
Feast North Battleford ...........c.c.c..... March 24-27, 2005
lllinois Gathering (King's House) ............... May 6-8, 2005
Camp North Battleford ............ccoeevrvennnne July 2-10, 2005
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CALLED HOME

Ivan Bahsler
September 3, 2004
Prince Albert, Saskatchewan

o[Je[Je[]

James (Jim) Doerksen
September 16, 2004
Winkler, Manitoba

o[Je[Je[]

Earl Erb
October 13, 2004
Stratford, Ontario

o[Je[Je[]

Richard Thomas
October 19, 2004
Mabaruma, Northwest Region,
Guyana, South America

INDIANA YOUNG PEOPLE'S MEETING
December 2004

Mon. evening, Dec. 27 thru Fri., noon, Dec. 31, 2004.

Mt. St. Francis Retreat Center, St. Francis, Indiana, 47146, phone (812) 923-8817.
Location just 10 miles from downtown Louisville, KY. All under one roof, gym,
recreation rooms, hundreds of acres of woods and hills to hike and sled on. 53
private rooms w/bath and air conditioning. How to Get There. From West (St.
Louis, etc.) 1 64 to U.S. | 50 West, go 2 miles on US | 50 to 2nd set of flashing

lights, the center is on the left. From North: I 65 South to | 265 West 10 miles to

U.S. | 50 exit, go 2 miles on | 50 to 2nd set of flashing lights, center on left. From

South and East:
| 64 West thru Louisville across Ohio River then 4 miles to U.S. | 50 East highway.
Go 2 miles on | 50 to 2nd set of flashing lights. Center is on left. Come one and
all, bring your friends and let's have a great time learning and sharing
together.
Bring: Bibles, notebooks, pens and pencils, personals, extra towels and
washcloths if desired,
snhacks for after service.
Contact Ken Jones, 190 Grove Ave., Hampshire, IL 60140
Phone: 847-683-3448 or email: KenBrenJones@juno.com
Costs: Adults $65, Teens $54 (11-17) Children $32 (2-10)

NORTH BATTLEFORD
NEW YEAR'S YOUTH RETREAT
Dec. 29, 2004 - Jan. 2, 2005

As part of Sharon Schools Educational Program the North Battleford Young
Peoples' Gathering will begin with the supper meal Wednesday, Dec. 29, 2004
and will run through until after the noon meal Sunday, Jan. 2, 2005.

Bring your usual things: bedding, towel, toilet articles, warm clothing,
musical instrument, Bible, notebooks, skates and broomball brooms
and hockey gear, gym clothes and footwear.

We thank the Mothers for their past contributions of baking and suggest
that similar offerings
would be gratefully received again this year.

(If the Elders feel to send any financial help from the churches,
it will be greatly appreciated).

This invitation is extended to teenagers and older singles and young married
couples. We would like to encourage older singles to attend with a focus on their
ministry and issues. We also would like to encourage young married couples to
come for fellowship and to assist with the ministry.

Please have one of your young people write at an early date stating
approximately the number of boys and girls hoping to attend.

Send to Sharon Schools,
Box 878, North Battleford, Sask. S9A 2Z3.
Registration Fee: $25.00 on arrival.

Sharon Children's Homes and Schools
Box 878, North Battleford, Saskatchewan, Canada, S9A 2Z3

The Sharon Star is a monthly paper,
published and mailed out on the free-will
offering plan, as a medium of information for
all who are interested in the unfolding
revelation of the Word of God.

Published by Sharon Children's Homes
and Schools, Box 878, North Battleford,
Saskatchewan, Canada, S9A 2Z3.

Sharon Star on line www.thesharonstar.org
Office (306) 445-2733.

Publications Mail Agreement 40012206



